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DEAN     SWIFT's 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

LETTER    DXL. 

DR     SWIFT    TO    LADY    ACHESON. 

An  April-fool  Letter. 

1732. 

A  GENTLE  MAN  called  here  lafl  night  upon 
fome   bufinefs,  who  took  Mr 's  houfe 

yefterday  at  dinner,    in  his  return    from 

Wicklow.  He  tells  me  th.it  Mrs was  brought 

to-bed  yefterday  morning  at  five  o'clock  of  half 
a  child,  juft  as  if  it  were  divided  in  two  equal 
parts.  It  had  one  eye,  half  a  nofe  and  mouth, 
one  leg,  and  fo  from  top  to  bottom.  They  could 
fee  it  was  a  boy,  or  rather  half  a  boy  :  It  -was 
dead-born  j  but  ihe  is  very  well.  It  was  thought 
that  this  was  the  caufe  of  all  her  cholics.  Mrs 
Brent  tells  me  ihe  has  known  the  like  more  than 
once.  I  am  glad  the  poor  woman  had  her  mo- 
ther and  fifter  with  her. 

Are    you  not  undone    for  want  of  Monky  ? 

How  are  you  ?    Does  your  milk  agree  with  you-i 
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"We  fhall  fee  you  no  more  at  church  until  Mon- 
Icy  returns.     Adieu,  £sV. 

I  mend  a  little, 
Saturday  morning. 


L     E   T   T    E    R      DXLT. 

LADY  ACHESON'S  ANSWER  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

1732. 

I  AM  greatly  furprifed  at  the  account  you  give 
rne  of  poor  Mrs -,  but  fince  it  was  fo, 

I  am  heartily  glad  fhe  has  got  rid  of  it.  Mrs 
Morris's  gout  feized  her  all  over  on  Thurfday,  fo 
that  fhe  keeps  her  bed.  None  of  them  know  any 
thing  of  this  matter :  They  fent  a  boy  yefterday 
to  Delginney  (I  will  not  mention  this  thing  to 
them  till  he  returns)  to  let  them  know  fhe  was 
not  able  to  go  to  the  country.  I  am  forry  that 
you  mend  but  a  little  :  This  bad  weather  has  in- 
creafed  my  cough  ;  the  milk  agrees  very  well 
with  rne.  I  will  be  at  your  church  to-morrow. 
lam  your'a,  &c. 

Saturday  morning. 


LETTER 


CORRESPONDENCE,          £ 
LETTER      DXLII. 

TO     LADY     BETTY    GERMAINE. 

MADAM,  Jan.  1732-3. 

,\  LTHOUGH  I  have  but  juft  received  the  hcr- 
•i  J-  nour  of  your  Ladyfhip's  letter,  yet,  as  things 
ftand,  I  am  determined,  againft  my  ufua)  prac- 
tice, lo  give  you  norefpite,  but  to  anfwer  it  im- 
mediately, becaufe  you  have  provoked  me  with 
your  Lady  Suffolk,  It  is  fix  years  lafl  fpring 
iince  I  firfl  went  to  vifi^my  friends  in  England, 
after  the  Queen's  death.  Her  prefent  Majefty 
heard  of  my  arrival,  and  fer.t  at  leaft  nine  times 
to  command  my  attendance  before  I  would  obey 
her,  for  feveral  reafons  not  hard  to  guefs  ;  and, 
among  others,  becaufe  I  had  heard  her  character 
from  thofe  who  knew  her  well.  At  laft  I  went, 
and  fhe  received  me  very  gracioufly.  I  told  her 
the  firft  time,  that  I  was  informed  fhe  loved  to 
fee  old  perfons  j  and  that,  having  fent  for  a  wild 
boy  from  Germany,  fhe  had  a  curiofiry  to  fee  a 
wild  Dean  from  Ireland.  I  was  not  much  ftruck 
with  the  honour  of  being  fent  -for,  becaufe  I 
knew  the  fame  diftin&ion  had  been  offered  to 
others,  with  whom  it  would  net  give  me  much 
pride  to  be.  compared.  I  never  went  once  but 
upon  command  ;  and  Mrs  Howard,  now  Lady 
Suffolk,  was  ufually  the  perfon  who  fent  for  me, 
both  at  Leiceller-houfe  and  Richmond.  Mr 
Pope  (with  whom. I  lived)  and  Mr  Gay,  were 
A  2  then. 


4  DEAN    SWIFT'S 

then  great  favourites  of  Mrs  Howard,  efpecially 
the  latter,  who  was  then  one  of  her  led-captains. 
He  had  wrote  a  very  ingenious  book  of  Fables, 
ior  the  ufe  of  her  younger  fon,  and  {he  often  pro- 
mifed  to  provide  for  him.  But,  fome  time  before, 
there  came  out  a  libel  againft  Mr  Walpole,  who 
was  informed  that  it  was  written  by  Mr  Gay  : 
and  although  Mr  Walpole  owned  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  not  written  by  Gay,  yet  he  ne- 
ver would  pardon  him,  but  did  him  a  hundred 
ill  offices  to  the  Princefs.  Walpole  was  at  that 
time  very  civil  to  me,  and  fo  were  all  the  people 
in  power.  He  invited  me  and  fome  of  my 
friends  to  dine  with  him  at  Chelfea.  After  din- 
ner, I  took  an  occafion  to  fay,  what  I  had  obfer- 
ved  of  princes  and  great  minifters,  That  if 
they  heard  an  ill  thing  of  a  private  perfon,  who 
expedited  foms  favour,  although  they  were  after- 
wards convinced  that  the  perfon  was  innocent, 
yet  they  would  never  be  reconciled.  Mr  Wal- 
pole knew  well  enough  that  I  meant  Mr  Gay.  I 
afterwards- faid  the  fame  thing  to  the  Princefs, 
with  the  fame  intention,  and  (he  confefied  it  a 
great  injuftice.  But  Mr  Walpole  gave  it  ano- 
ther turn  :  For  he  faid  to  fome  of  his  friends, 
and  particularly  to  a -Lord,  a  near  relation  of 
your's,  That  I  had  dined  with  him,  and  had 
been  making  apologies  for  myfelf  It  feems  for 
myconduft  in  her  late  M.vjeftys  reign,  in  which 
no  man  was  rrore  innocent  ;  and  particularly 
more  officious  to  do  good  offices  to  many  of  that 
party,  which  was  then  out  of  power,  as  it  is  well 

known. 
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known.  Mrs  Howard  was  then  in  great  favour, 
and  openly  protected  Mr  Gay  ;  at  lead,  the  faw 
him  often,  and  profeffed  herfelf  his  friend  :  But 
Mr  Walpole  could  hardly  be  perfuaded  to  let 
him  hold  a  poor  little  oflice  for  a  fecond  year, 
of  commifnoner  to  a  lottery.  When  I  took  my 
leave  of  her  Highnefs,  on  coming  hither,  fhe  was 
very  gracious  ;  told  me  the  medals  fhe  had  pro- 
mifed  me  were  not  ready,  but  fhe  would  fend 
them  to  me.  However,  by  her  commands,  I 
fent  her  fome  plaids  for  herfelf  and  the  princeffes, 
and  was  too  gallant  to  hear  of  any  offers  of  pay- 
ment. Next  fpring,  I  came  again  to  England,, 
was  received  the  fame  way  ;  and,  as  1  had  many 
hints  given  me  that  ths  Court  at  Leicefter-fields 
would  endeavour  to  fettle  me  in  England,  (which 
*I  did  not  much  regard),  the  late  King  died.  I 
went,  bv  Mrs  Howard's  commands,  to  kifs 
their  new  Majefties  hands,  and  was  particularly 
diilinguifhed  by  the  Q^n.  In  a  few  weeks,  the 
Qj-n  faid  to  Mrs  Howard,  (alluding  to  one  of  Mr 
Gay's  Fables),  that  fhe  would  take  up  the  Hare  ; 
and  bade  her  to  put  her  in  mind,  in  fettling  the 
family,  to  find  fome  employment  for  Mr  Gay  : 
But,  in  the  event,  it  proved  only  an  offer  to  be 
a  gentlernan-ufher  to  a  girl  of  two  years  old, 
which  all  his  friends  (and  I  among  the  reft)  ad- 
vifed  him  ndt  to  accept ;  and  accordingly  he  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  refpecl:.  This  I 
and  every  body  elfe  were  fure  mull  have  been  a 
management  of  Mr  Walpole.  As  to  myfelf,  in 
a.  few  weeks  after  the  King's  death,  I  found  my- 
A  3,  fd£ 
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felf  not  well,  and  was  refolved  to  take  a  ftep  to 
Paris  for  my  health,  having  an  opportunity  of 
doing  it  with  fome  advantages  and  recommen- 
dations. But  my  friends  advifed  me  firft  to  con- 
iult  Mrs  Howard  :  Becaufe,  as  they  knew  lefs 
of  courts  than  I,  they  were  ftrongly  poflefied 
that  the  promifes  made  me  might  fucceed,  fince 
a  change  was  all  I  defired.  I  writ  to  her 
for  her  opinion  ;  and  particularly  defired,  that 
fince  I  had  long  done  with  courts,  I  conjured 
her  not  to  ufe  me  like  a  courtier,  but  give  me 
her  fmcere  advice  :  Which  fhe  did,  both  in  ?. 
letter  and  to  fome  friends.  It  was  by  all  means 
not  to  go  :  It  would  look  fingular,  and  perhaps 
difaffe£ted  ;  and,  to  my  friends,  enlarged  upon 
the  good  intentions  of  the  court  towards  me.  I 
ftaid  ;  my  health  grew  worfe.  I  left  Mr  Pope's 
houle  ;  went  to  a  private  lodging  near  Ilammer- 
fmith  :  And,  continuing  ill,  I  writ  to  Mrs  How- 
ard, with  my  duty  to  the  Q^n  •,  took  coach 
for  Chefter,  recovered  in  my  journey,  and  came 
over  hither  :  Where  although  I  have  ever  fince 
lived  in  obfcurity,  yet  I  have  the  misfortune, 
•without  any  ground  except  mifmformation,  to 
lie  under  her  Majefty's  difpleafure,  as  I  have 
been  affured  by  more  than  two  honourable  per- 
fons  of  both  fexes  j  and  Mr  Gay  is  in  the  fame 
condition.  For  thefe  reafons,  as  I  did  always, 
fo  I  do  ftill  think  Mrs  Howard,  now  my  Lady 
Suffolk,  to  be  an  abfolute  courtier.  Let  her 
{hew  you  the  character  I  writ  of  her,  and  where- 
of no  one  elfe  hath  a  copy  :  And  I  take  Mr 

Pope 
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Pope  and  Mr  Gay,  who  judge  more  favourably, 
to  be  a  couple  of  fimplctons.  In  my  anfwer  to 
the  laft  letter  which  my  Lady  Suffolk  honoured 
me  with,  I  did,  with  great  civility,  difcharge 
her  from  ever  giving  herfelf  another  trouble  of 
that  kind.  I  have  a  great  efteem  for  her  good 
fenfe  and  tafte.  She  would  be  an  ornament  to 
any  court :  And  1  do  not  in  the  leaft  pity  her 
for  not  being  a  female  minifter,  which  I  never 
looked  on  as  an  advantageous  character  to  a 
great  and  wife  lady ;  of  which  I  could  eafily 
produce  inftances.  Mr  Pope,  befides  his  natu- 
ral and  acquired  talents,  is  a  gentleman  of  very 
extraordinary  candour ,  and  is  confequently 
apt  to  be  too  great  a  believer  of  afiurances,  pru- 
mifes,  profeilions,  encouragements,  and  the 
like  words  of  courfe.  He  afks  nothing,  and 
thinks,  like  a  philofopher,  that  he  wants  nothing. 
Mr  Gay  is,  in  all  regards,  as  honeft  and  fmcere 
a  man  as  ever  I  knew  ;  whereof  neither  princes 
nor  minifters  are  either  able  \o  judge  or  inclined 
to  encourage  :  Which,  however,  I  do  not  take 
for  fo  high  a  reach  of  politics  as  they  ufnally 
fuppofe.  For,  however  infignificant  wir,  learn- 
ing, and  virtue  may  be  thought  in  the  world,  it 
perhaps  would  do  government  no  hurt  to  have 
a  little  of  them  on  its  fide.  If  you  have  gone 
thus  far  in'  reading,  you  are  not  fo  wife  is  I 
thought  you  to  be.  But  I  will  never  offend  a- 
gain  with  fo  much  length.  I  write  only  to  ju- 
ftify  myfelf.  I  know  you  have  been  always  a 
zealous  Whig,  and  fo  I  am  to  this  day  :  But  na- 
ture 
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ture  hath  not  given  you  leave  to  be  virulent.  As 
to  myfelf,  I  um  of  the  old  Whig  principles,, 
without  the  modern  articles  and  refinements. 

Your  Ladyfhip  fays  not  one  fyllable,  to  in- 
form me  whether  you  approve  of  what  I  fent  you 
to  be  written  on  the  monument,  nor  whether 
you  would  have  it  in  Latin  or  KngiUb.  I  ana 
ever,  with  true  refpeft,  and  high  efteein, 
MADAM, 

Your  Ladyfhip's,    &c. 

The  friend  I  named,  who  I  was  afraid  would 
die,  is  recovered  j  and  his  preferment  is  by  turns 
in  the  Crown  and  the  Primate,  but  the  next  va- 
cancy will  not  be  in  the  Crown's  difpofal. 


LETTER      DXXXI. 

DR  SWIFT   TO    MRS   P1LKINGTON. 

MADAM,  Deanry-houfe,  Jan.  I.  1732-3. 

I  SEND  you  your  bit  of  news-paper  with  the 
verfes  *,   than  which  I  never  faw  better  in 
their  kind.     I   have  the   fame  opinion  of  thofe 

you 

*  Mrs  Pilkington,  when  flie  was  abnut  iixteen,  having 
been  teafed  by  her  b:  other  10  write  fome  verfe  as  a  fchool- 
cxcrcife  for  hiui,  afked  him  what  flie  fhould  write  upon  : 
\Vhy,  faut  he  pertly,  what  fh«uld  you  write  upon  but  the 
paper?  >?o  taking  it  for  her  fubjett,  fhe  v/rit  the  following 
lines  ;  M'hich,  four  years  after,  were  printed  in  one  of  the 
London  news  papers.  Vide  Pilkington's  Memoirs,  VoU 
L  B-  83. 
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you  were  pleafed  to  write  upon  me  *,  as  have  al- 
fo  fome  particular  friends  of  genius  and  tafte, 
to  whom  I  have  ventured  to  communicate  them, 
who  univerfally  agree  with  me.  But  as  I  cannot 
with  decency  (hew  them,  except  to  a  very  few,  I 
hope,  for  both  our  fakes,  others  will  do  it  for  me. 
I  can  only  affure  you  I  value  your  prefent  as 
much  as  either  of  the  others,  only  you  muft  per- 
mit it  to  be  turned  into  a  pen,  which  office  I  will 
perform  with  my  own  hand,  and  never  permit  any 
other  to  ufe  it.  I  heartily  wifh  you  many  happy 
new-years ;  and  am,  with  true  efteem,  Madam, 
your  moft  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 

].  SWIFT. 

LETTER 

O  fpotlefs  paper,  fair  and  whit*  f 

On  whom,  by  force  conftrain'd,  I  write, 

How  cniel  am  [  to  deflroy 

Thy  purity,  to  pleafe  a  boy  ? 

Ungrateful  I,  thus  to  ab ufe 

The  fairelt  fervant  of  the  Mufe. 

Dear  friend,  to  whom  I  oft  impart 

The  choiceft  fecrets  of  my  heart; 

Ah  !  what  atonement  ran  be  made 

For  fpotlefs  imioceare  betray'd  ? 

How  fair,  how  lovely  didft  thou  fbew, 

Like  lilly'd  banks,  or  falling  fnow  ' 

But  now,  alas  !    become  my  prey. 

No  floods  can  warn  thy  fta'tns  away; 

Yet  this  fmall  comfort  I  can  e;ive» 

That  which  dcftroy'd,  lhall  make  thee  live. 

•  Mrs  Pilkington  having  heard-  that  Dr  Swift  had  re- 
ceivej  a  paper-book,  richly  bouiH  and  grit,  from  the  F.arl 
of  Orrery,  and  a  filver  ftamUHi  from  Dr  Deliney,  fent 
him  an  eagle's  quill  with  the  follo\viiig  verfes  upon  his 
birth-day,  Nov.  32.  1732. 
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LETTER       DXLIV. 

DR  SWIFT   TO    THE  EARL   OF  ORRERT. 
MY  LORD,  y,l«.   1732-3. 

IT  is  fome  time  fince  Mrs  Ball  gave  me,  in- 
clofed  and  dire&ed  to  me,  your  Lordfhip's 
verfes,  in  your  own  hand,  with  the  alterations 
you  were  pleafed  to  make,  for  which  I  have  long 
deferred  my  acknowledgments ;  and  if  I  were 
to  follow  the  courfe  of  my  own  nature,  the  de- 
Jay  ihould  be  longer:  becaufe,  although  I  be- 
lieve no  man  hath  a  more  grateful  fenfe  of  a  real 
Lonour  done  him  than  myfelf,  yet  no  man  is  in 
more  confufion  how  to  expreis  it.  Although  I 
had  nof  the  leaft  hand  in  publiflnng  thofe  verfes> 
(which  would  have  ill  become  me),  yet  1  will  not 

be 

Shall  then  my  kindred  all  my  ^lory  claim, 

And  boldly  rob  me  of  eternal  fame  ? 

To  ev'ry  art  my  gen'rous  aid  1  lend ; 

To  Mulic,  Painung,  Poetry,   a  Friend. 

*''l'is  I  celefHal  harmony  infpire, 

t  When  fix'd  to  ftiike  the  fweelly  warbling  wire 

Tito  the  faithful  canvas  have  confign'd 

Each  bright  idea  of  the  painter's  mind; 

Behold  from  Raphael's  fky-d!pt  pencils  rife 

Such  heavenly  fcenes  as  charjtiKtlie  gazer's  eye* 

O  let  me  now  afpire  to  higher  praife  ! 

Ambitious  to  tranfcribe  your  deathlefs  lays  : 

Nor  thou,  immortal  BarJ,   my  aid  refufe, 

Accept  me  as  the  fervant  of  your  Mufe ; 

"Then  fhall  the  world  my  wondVous  worth  declare, 

And  all  mankind  your  matchlefs  Pen  revere^ 

f  Sj'Uli  of  t'tie  burpficborJ* 
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be  fo  affe&ed  as  to  conceal  the  pride  I  have  in 
feeing  them  abroad,  whatever  enmity  they  may 
procure  againft  your  Lordmip,  for  publicly  fa- 
vouring one  fo  obnoxious  to  the  prefent  powers, 
and  turning  their  hatred  into  envy ;  which  laft, 
as  it  is  more  tormenting  to  the  owners,  will 
better  gratify  my  revenge.  And  of  this  advan- 
tage I  (hall  make  the  proper  ufe,  leaving  your 
Lordfhip  to  fliift  for  yourfelf,  without  the  leaf! 
grain  of  pity  for  what  you  may  fufFer. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  you  to  accept  my 
moft  humble  thanks  for  the  honour  done  me  by 
fo  excellent  a  performance  on  fo  barren  a 
fubjeft  ;  by  which  words  I  wifely  anticipate  the 
cenfure  of  all  thofe  who  love  me  not :  In  fpitc 
of  whom  it  will  be  faid  in  future  ages,  That  one 
of  Lord  Orrery's  firft  eflays  in  poetry,  were  thofe 
verfes  on  Dr  Swift.  That  your  Lordmip  may 
go  on  to  be  the  great  example,  reftorer,  and  pa- 
tron of  virtue,  learning  and  wit,  in  a  moft  cor- 
rupt, ftupid,  and  ignorant  age  and  nation,  (hall 
be  the  conftant  wifli,  hope,  and  prayer  of,  my 
Lord,  your  laofi  obedient,  obliged,  and  humble 
Jfeivant, 

J.     SWIFT, 


LETTER 
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LETTER      DXLV 

MISS   KELLY   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Jarvis-Jtreet,  fix  o'clock,  Friday 
SIR,  evening,  Feb.  2.  1732-3. 

I  DANCED  fo  long  laft  night,  that  I  have  not 
been  able  till  this  moment  to  thank  you  for 
the  goodnefs  you  {hewed  me  this  morning.  Be 
affured  the  favours  you  beftow  on  me  are  re- 
ceived with  the  greateft  pleafure,  and  I  only  am 
forry  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  convince  you 
that  nobody  can  fet  a  higher  value  on  your  friend- 
fhip  than  I  do. 

Indeed  I  have  an  implicit  faith  in  your  medi- 
cine ;  for  if  only  defpifing  the  poets  can  hinder 
its  proving  effe&ual,  I  mud  certainly  receive 
from  it  all  the  benefit  I  defire ;  for  really  I  am 
quite  of  the  other  fide,  and  am  a  fincere  admirer 
of  all  the  good  poets,  but  am  more  particularly 
attached  to  the  beft.  What  I  (ball  do  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  truth  of  this  I  cannot  deter- 
mine :  But  furely  the  care  I  fhall  always  take  to 
mend  upon  your  reproofs,  will,  in  time,  let  you 
know  that  nobody  can  defire  more  fincerely  to 
pleafe  you  than,  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  mod 
faithful  humble  fervant, 

F.  A.  KELLY. 

I  am  half  afleep,  fo  don't  be  angry  at  thefc 
blots. 

Being 
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Being  out  of  cam  at  prefent,  I  fend  you  my 
oaote,  which  I  hope  will  fatisfy  you. 

I  acknowledge  to  be  indebted  to  the  Reve- 
rend Doclor  Swift,  Dean  of  St  Patrick's, 
the  Aim  of  o  1.  is.  i^d.  per  value  re- 
ceived this  2d  day  of  Feb.  1732-3. 

FRANCES  ARABELLA  KELLY*. 


LETTER      DXLVL 

j.    BARBER,    LORD     MAYOR    OF    LONDON,    TO 
DR    SWIFT. 

London,  Feb.  6.  1732-3. 
Chieen  Anne's  birth-day  : 
The  bells  all  ringing. 

BELIEVE  me,  Sir,  and  it  is  with  great  truth 
I  fpeak  it,  that  there  is  not  a  perfon  in  the 
world  I  would  fooner  oblige  than  yourfelf ;  and 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  fervc 
Mrs  Barber  in  the  way  you  mention  ;  but  it  is 
odds  it  may  not  be  in  my  power,  for  many  things 
may  fall  that  her  fpoufe  is  not  fit  for  ^  as,  all 
places  relating  to  the  law,  he  can  have  no  pre- 
tenfions  to.  There  are  a  dozen  perfons  in  my 
houfe,  called  Lord  Mayor's  officers,  who  wear 
black  gowns,  and  give  from  eight  to  nine  hun- 
dred pounds  for  their  places,  which  at  firft  they 
make  about  fixty  pounds  per  annum  of,  and  rife,, 
VOL.  XVII.  B  in 

*  This  promiflbry  note  is  printed  to  the  letter.     It  cei « 
taial)'  is  an  anfwer  toi'oiuc  wliiiD  or  other  of  tke  DotffcorV 
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in  time,  to  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  ;  but 
they  are  generally  young  men.  Thefe  places, 
I  fuppofe,  fhould  any  one  fall,  would  not  be 
thought  good  enough.  There  are  many  other 
places  in  my  gift.  We  have  had  Mayors  gone 
through  the  office  who  have  not  got  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  others  have  got  ten  thoufand  pounds : 
It  is  all  chance.  1  have  gone  through  the  fourth 
part  of  my  year,  and  have  got  only  about  two 
hundred  guineas,  by  the  death  of  one  of  the 
city-mufic,  and  a  porter  to  Guild-haH. 

But  fuppofe  a  place  fhould  fall  worth  fifteen 
hundred,  or  two  thoufand  pounds,  that  he  may 
be  fit  for,  one  third  of  the  purchafe  goes  to  the 
city,  and  mufl  be  paid  before  his  admiflion ;  the 
other  two-thirds  are  mine  :  But  I  cannot  put  a 
lefs  price  than  was  paid  before,  becaufe  the  laft 
price  is  entered  in  the  city-books. 

I  know  you  love  particulars,  and  thus  you 
have  the  cafe  as  it  (lands. 

You  will  give  me  leave  to  add  a  word  or  two, 
which  I  do  in  confidence,  That  I  have  been,  for 
many  years,  plagued  with  a  fet  of  ungrateful 
rnonflers,  called  coufins,  that  I  tremble  at  the 
name  ;  and  though  I  give  yearly  penfions  to  fome, 
and  monthly  and  weekly  to  others,  all  won't  do, 
and  I  am  infulted  and  abufed  by  them,  and  can't 
help  myfelf. 

Now  as  Mrs  Barber  and  her  family  defign  to 
fettle  here,  and  fhe  has  done  me  the  honour  in 
moft  places  to  call  me  coufin,  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  expected  I  fliould  have  the  care  of  them.  I 

have 
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have  very  ill  health  ;  and  any  additional  care  that 
way  would  hurt  me  very  much  j  but  for  doing 
her  and  her  family  any  good  offices,  I  fliall  never 
be  wanting. 

I  mufi  now  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  thanks 
for  your  affectionate  and  kind  withes.  The 
honour,  I  own,  is  very  great  I  am  in  poflefliou 
of,  and  I  am  fenfible  I  am  placed  aloft,  and  that 
all  my  words  and  actions  are  fcanned  ;  but  I  will 
not  be  difcouraged,  and  hope  I  (hall  get  through 
with  honour.  One  motive  for  making  me  think 
fo,  is  the  great  pleafure  and  fatisfa&ion  I  have 
in  the  hopes  of  feeing  you  here,  where  your  ad- 
vice and  example  will  be  of  great  ufe;  and  there- 
fore, 1  hope  you  will  lofe  no  time,  but  come  a- 
way,  and  I  will  fit  up  an  apartment  for  you  in 
Queen's- fqu are,  and  another  at  Sheen,  (which  I 
hope  you  will  accept),  places  that  I  (hail  hardly 
be  able  to  fee  this  year. 

Mr  Pilkington  gains  daily  upon  us,  and-comes 
out  a  facetious  agreeable  follow.  I  carried  him 
t'other  day  to  fee  her  Grace  of  Bucks  in  the 
Park.  Her  Grace  feeing  him,  aflted  who  he 
was  ?  I  anfwered,  He  was  a  prefent  from 
you  from  Dublin.  She  fmilingly  replied,  He 
is  no  fool  then  I  am  fure. 

I  (hall  conclude  a  long  dull  letter,  with  my 
fmcere  wifhes  for  your  health  and  profperity, 
and  that  you  would  not  delay  one  hour  coming 
to  blefs  your  friends  here  with  your  company; 
which  by  none  is  more  defined  than,  Sir,  your 
rnoft  obedient  and  ir.oft  humble  fervant, 

J.  BARBER. 
B*  LETTER 
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LETTER      DXLVIL 

Feb.  16.  1732-3. 

TT  is  indeed  impoflible  to  fpeak  on  fuch  a  fub- 
•*•  jecl:  as  the  lofs  of  Mr  Gay,  to  me  an  irre- 
parable one.  But  I  fend  you  what  I  intend  for 
the  inscription  on  his  tomb,  which  the  Duke  of 
Queenfberry  will  fet  up  at  Weftminfter.  As  to 
his  writings,  he  left  no  will,  nor  fpoke  a  word 
of  them,  or  any  thing  elfe,  during  his  fhort  and 
precipitate  illnefs,  in  which  I  attended  him  to 
his  laft  breath.  The  Duke  has  acted  more  than 
the  part  of  a  brother  to  him ;  and  it  will  be 
ilrange  if  the  fitters  do  not  leave  his  papers  to- 
tally to  his  difpofal,  who  will  do  the  fame  that 
I  would  with  them.  He  has  managed  the  co- 
medy (which  our  poor  friend  gave  to  the  play- 
houfe  the  week  before  his  death)  to  the  utmoft 
advantage  for  his  relations  5  and  propofes  to  do 
the  fame  with  fome  fables  he  left  finifhed. 

There  is  nothing  of  late  which  I  think  of 
more  than  mortality,  and  what  you  mention  of 
collecting  the  bell  monuments  we  can  of  our 
friends,  their  own  images  in  their  writings  :  For 
thofe  are  the  bed,  when  their  minds  are  fuch 
as  Mr  Gay's  was,  and  as  your's  is.  I  am  pre- 
paring alfo  for  my  own  ;  and  have  nothing  fo 
much  at  heart,  as  to  flu w  the  filly  world,  that 
men  of  wit,  or  even  poets,  may  be  the  molt 
moral  of  mankind.  A  few  looie  things  forne- 
times  fall  from  them,  by  which  cenforious  fools 
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judge  as  ill  of  them  as  pofHbly  they  can,  for 
their  own  comfort.  And  indeed  when  fuch  un- 
guarded and  trifling  jeux  iV  efprlt  have  once  got 
abroad,  all  that  prudence  or  repentance  can  do, 
fince  they  cannot  be  denied,  is,  to  put  them 
fairly  upon  that  foot  \  and  teach  the  public,  (as 
we  have  done  in  the  preface  to  the  four  volumes 
of  mifcellanies),  to  ditlinguHh  betwixt  our  ftu- 
dies  and  our  idlenefies,  our  works  and  our  weak- 
nefies.  That  was  the  whole  end  of  the  laft  vo- 
lume of  mifcellanies,  without  which  our  former 
declaration  in  that  preface,  "  That  thefe  vo- 
"  lumes  contained  all  that  we  have  ever  o-ffended 
"  in  that  way,"  would  have  been  difcredited.  It 
went  indeed  to  my  heart,  to  omit  what  you  call- 
ed the  libel  on  Dr  D — ,  and  the  beil  panegyric 
on  myfelf,  that  either  my  own  times,  or  any  o- 
ther,  could  have  afforded,  or  will  ever  arford 
to  me.  The  book,  as  you  obferve,  was  printed 
in  great  hade  ;  the  caufe  whereof  was,  that  the 
bookfellers  here  were  doing  the  fame,  in  col- 
lecting your  pieces,  the  corn  with  the  chaff:  I 
don't  mean  that  any  thing  of  your's  is  chaiE  but 
with  other  wit  of  Ireland  which  was  fo,  and 
the  whole  in  your  name.  I  meant  principally  to 
oblige  them  to  feparate  what  you  writ  feriouily 
from  what  you  writ  carelefsly  ;  and  thought  my 
own  weeds  might  pafs  for  a  fort  of  wild  flowers, 
when  bundled  up  with  them. 

It   was  I  that  fent  you  thofe  books  into  Ire- 
land,   and  fo  I  did  my  Epiftle  to  Lord  Bathurft, 
even  before  it  was  publifhed  j  and  another  thing 
B  3  of 
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of  mine,  which  is  a  Parody  from  Horace  *j  writ 
in  two  mornings.  I  never  took  more  care  in  my 
life  of  any  thing  than  of  the  former  of  thei'e,  nor 
lefs  than  of  the  latter ;  yet  every  friend  has 
forced  me  to  print  it,  though  in  truth  my  own 
fingle  motive  was  about  twenty  lines  toward 
the  latter  end  which  you  will  find  out. 

I  have  declined  opening  to  you  by  letters  the  ' 
whole  fcheme  of  my  prefent  work,  expecting  flill 
to  do  it  in  a  better  manner  in  perfon.  But  you 
\vill  fee  pretty  foon,  that  the  letter  to  Lord  Ba- 
thurfh  is  a  part  of  it ;  and  you  will  find  a  plain 
connection  between  them,  if  you  read  them  in 
the  order  juft  contrary  to  that  they  were  publifh- 
ed  in.  I  imitate  thofe  cunning  tradefmen,  who 
fhew  their  beft  filks  laft  ;  or  (to  give  you  a  true 
idea,  though  it  founds  too^jwoudly)  my  works 
will  in  one  refpetl  be  like  the  works  of  Nature, 
much  more  to  be  liked  and  underftood,  -when 
confulered  in  the  relation  they  bear  with  each  o- 
ther,  than  when  ignorantly  looked  upon  one 
by  one  j  and  often  thofe  parts  which  attract  moft 
at  firft  Tight,  will  appear  to  be  not  the  moft, 
but  the  lead  confiderable  *. 

I  am  pleafed  and  flattered  by  your  expreffion 
ef  Orna  me.  The  chief  pleafure  this  work  can 
give  me  is,  that" I  can  in  it,  with  propriety,  de- 
cency, and  juilice,  infert  the  name  and  character 

of 

*  Sat.  I.  lib.  ii.  Vel.  IV.  of  "Warburton's  edition  of  Pope's 
Works. 

•}•  See  AVavburton's  firft  note  on  tlie  epiftle  to  Lord 
Cobham,  '•'  Of  the  knowledge  and  charavfters  of  men," 
•\o\.  tiiird  of'liis  cdiiion  of  Pope's  "SYorLs. 
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of  every  friend  I  have,  and  every  man  that  de- 
forves  to  be  loved  or  adorned.  Btfl  I  fniile"  at 
your  applying  that  phrafe  to  my  vifiting  you  in, 
Ireland  ;  a  place  where  I  might  have  fome  ap- 
prehenfion,  from  their  extraordinary  paflion  for 
poetry,  and  their  boundlefs  hofpitality,  of  being 
adorned  to  death,  and  buried  under  the  weight 
of  garlands,  like  one  I  have  read  of  fomewhere 
or  other.  My  mother  lives,  (which  is  an  anfwer 
to  that  point) ;  and  I  thank  God,  though  her 
memory  be  in  a  manner  gone,  is  yet  awake,  and 
fenfible  to  me,  though  fcarce  to  any  thing  elfe  5 
which  doubles  the  reafon  of  my  attendance,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fweetens  it.  I  with  (beyond 
any  other  wifh)  you  could  pafs  a  fummer  here  ; 
I  might  (too  probably)  return  with  you,  urilefs 
you  preferred  to  fee  France  firft,  to  which  coun-- 
try,  I  think,  you  would  have  a  ftrong  invitation, 
Lord  Peterborow  has  narrowly  efcaped  death, 
and  yet  keeps  his  chamber.  He  is  perpetually 
fpeaking  in  the  moft  affectionate  manner  of  you. 
He  has  written  you  two  letters,  which  you  never 
received,  and  by  that  has  been  difcouraged  from 
•writing  more.  I  can  well  believe  the  pofl-office 
may  do  this,  when  fome  letters  of  his  to  me 
have  met  the  fame  fate,  and  two  of  mine 
to  him.  Yet  let  not  this  difcourage  you  from 
•writing  to  me,  or  to  him,  inclofed  in  the  com- 
mon way,  as  I  do  to  you.  Innocent  men  need 
fear  no  detection  of  their  thoughts  •,  and,  for 
my  part,  I  would  give  them  free  leave  to  fend 

all 
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all  I  write  to  Curl,  if  mod  of  what  I  write  was 
not  too  filly. 

I  ile  fire  my  fincere  fervices  to  Dr  Delancy,  who, 
I  agree  with  you,  is  a  man  every  way  elti- 
mable.  My  Lord  Orrery  is  a  mod  virtuous  and 
good-natured  nobleman,  whom  I  fhould  be 
happy  to  know.  Lord  B.  received  your  letter 
through  my  hands.  It  is  not  to  be  told  you  how 
much  he  wifhes  for  you.  The  whole  lift  of 
perfons  to  whom  you  fent  your  fervices,  return 
you  theirs,  with  proper  fenfe  of  the  dillindlion. 

. Your  lady  friend   is  feinper  eadem  ;   and 

I  have  written  an  epiflle  to  her  on  that  qualifica- 
tion, in  a  female  character  ;  which  is  thought 
by  my  chief  critic,  in  your  abfence,  to  be  my  chef 
d'ofuvre.  But  it  cannot  be  printed  perfectly, 
in  an  age  fo  fore  of  fatire,  and  fo  willing  to  mif- 
apply  characters. 

As  to  my  own  health,  it  is  as  good  as  ufual. 
J  have  lain  ill  ieven  days  of  a  flight  fever,  (the 
complaint  here)  5  but  recovered  by  gentle  fweats, 
and  the  care  of  Dr  Arbuthnott.  The  play  Mr 
Gay  left  fucceeds  very  well.  It  is  another  ori- 
ginal in  its  kind.  Adieu.  God  preferve  your 
life,  your  health,  your  limbs?  your  fpirits,  and 
your  friendfhips. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      DXLVIII. 

COUNTESS  OF  KERRY    TO   DR   SWIFT. 

Lixnaiv,  March  4,  1732-3. 
E  kind  concern  and  friendly  remembrance 
of  the  moil  efteemed  Dean  of  St  Patrick's, 
has  raifed  in  me  a  fatisfa£tion  and  pleafure  that 
I  had  almoft  given  up,  having  been  refolved  a 
good  while  humbly  to  content  myfelf  in  a  (late 
of  indolence  and  indifference :  And  if  I  could 
avoid  the  pains  of  body  and  mine),  not  to  feek 
further  after  thofe  points  in  life  I  fo  long  and 
vrunly  purfued  :  But  you  have  invaded  my  tran- 
quillity in  a  manner  I  mud  not  only  forgive,  but 
pay  my  acknowledgments  for,  fmce  at  the  fame 
time  that  you  make  a  melancholy  reprefentation 
of  my  misfortunes,  you  ftrike  a  light  for  me  from 
another  quarter  from  whence  to  raife  hope.  I 
mod  heartily  rejoice  in  what  you  tell  me  of  Mr 
Fitzmaurice,  who  has  indeed  given  me  an  unde- 
niable mark  of  tafte,  by  the  fenfe  he  has  of  the 
honour  you  do  him  in  letting  him  into  your  fo- 
ciety,  from  whence  it  is  impoflible  to  come  with- 
out fome  good  influence.  For  my  part,  I  grieve 
at  the  interval  that  necelFity  feems  to  call  for,  to 
interrupt  Tuch  advantage,  and  it  is  my  ftudy  to 
find  an  occafion  indifpenfable  that  he  may  re- 
turn * ;  and  as  I  think  to  be  a  member  of  our 
fenate-houfe,  is  the  beft  way  to  lead  a  young  man 

inta 
•  It  is  prefumed  from  his  travels. 
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into  the  world,  I  have  been  watching  a  good 
v/hile  for  fome  gap  in  that  body,  that  he  might 
ftep  into.  There  feems  now  to  offer  one  on  the 
death  of  Sir  Ralph  Gore,  that  may  not  be  imprac- 
ticable, fince  it  is  a  very  fmall  borough,  entirely 
belonging,  as  I  am  informed,  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Clogher,  who,  I  dare  fay,  is  above  difpofing  of  it 
for  court-favour  only,  cr  to  the  higheft  bidder  j 
practices  much  in  falhion^of  late.  Might  I  not 
then  prefume,  upon  your  friendfhip  with  the  Bi- 
fhop, to  recommend  this  young  man  as  an  ho- 
neft  one  at  prefent,  and  whom  he  might  devote 
to  his  fervice  by  fo  great  and  feafonable  an  obli- 
gation, befides  paying  an  acknowledgment  that, 
in  gratitude,  is  due,  although  the  perfon  were 
never  fo  well  qualified  :  Thus  much  fure  I  may 
fay  without  cenfure.  If  I  have  taken  too  great 
liberty  in  recommending  this  matter  to  you, 
forgive  me,  and  impute  it  to  my  zeal  in  endea- 
vouring to  take  all  opportunities  to  turn  this  lad 
into  the  world,  that  1  may  fee  what  figure  he 
will  be  likely  to  make  hereafter.  But  if  I  don't 
fucceed  in  this  or  any  other  attempt,  I  thank 
Providence  fincerely,  I  can  now  boaft  I  have  at- 
tained philofophy  enough  to  take  every  thing 
with  patience  as  it  comes,  by  no  means  thinking 
myfelf  too  good  to  be  the  fport  of  higher  powers ; 
and  my  Chriftian  duty  will  not  permit  me  to  look 
for  reafons.  As  little  wifdom  as  1  have  bought, 
I  wifh  I  had  had  it  fooner ;  now  it  is  too  late, 
La  farce  tji  jouey  and  my  curtain  almoit  drawn  -t 
fo  that  if  I  cculd,  I  would  no  more  traffic  with 

the 
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the  world  upon  my  own  account:  Friendfhip 
only  is  what  I  ftill  mull  always  value  ;  your's, 
furely,  is  more  than  comes  to  my  {hare. 

You  are  very  good  to  inquire  after  my  eyes  : 
They  are  indeed  well,  beyond  my  expectation  ; 
but  are  to  me  like  the  mifer's  gold,  hoarded  up 
as  imaginary  treafure  that  one  wants,  at  the  fame 
time  that  one  pofiefles ;  for  fo  much  as  this  let- 
ter I  have  not  taxed  them  a  long  time.  I  fhall, 
with  attention,  obferve  all  you  recommend  to 
me  in  the  way  of  parting  my  time  ;  and  do  daily 
fee  reafon  to  refpecr.  la  bagatelle ;  yet  are  there 
fome  places  where  that  is  too  infipid  to  be  made 
any  ufe  of.  I  have  an  excellent  chaplain,  that 
I  employ  in  reading,  and  my  domeflic.  Handi- 
crafts and  gardening  do  the  reft.  As  for  qua- 
drille, it  is  a  part  of  entertainment  only  for  ftran- 
gers.  What  (hall  I  fay  for  taking  up  fo  much  of 
your  time?  Forgive,  dear  Dean,  your  mod  real 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

A.  KERRY. 


LETTER      DXLIX. 

DR  SWIFT  TO   DR  SHERIDAN. 

Dublin,  March  27.  1733. 

f  RECEIVED  your  letter  with  fome  pleafure, 

«*-     and  a  good  deal  of  concern.    The  condition 

you  are  in  requires  the  greateft  hafte  hither,   al- 

fhough  your  fchool  did  not  j  and  when  you  ar- 
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rive,  I  will  force  l)r  Helfham  *  to  fee  and  direct 
you.  Your  fcheme  of  riding  and  country-air, 
you  find,  hath  not  anfwered  ;  and  therefore  you 
have  nothing  to  truft  to,  but  the  affiftance  of  a 
friendly  fkilful  doctor.  For  whether  they  can 
do  any  good  or  no,  it  is  all  we  have  for  it;  and 
you  cannot  afford  to  die  at  prefent,  becaufe  the 
public  and  all  your  family  haveoccafion  for  you. 
Befides,  I  do  not  like  the  place  you  are  in  f ,  from 
your  account,  fince  you  fay  people  are  dying 
there  fo  fall.  You  cannot  afford  to  lofe  daily 
blood ;  but  I  fuppofe  you  are  no  more  regular 
than  you  have  been  in  your  whole  life.  I  like 
the  article  very  much  which  you  propofe  in  your 
will ;  and  if  that  takes  place  forty  years  hence, 
and  God,  for  the  fins  of  men,  mould  continue 
that  life  fo  long,  I  would  have  it  be  ftill  infert- 
ed,  unlefs  you  could  make  it  a  little  fliarper.  I 
own  you  have  too  much  reafon  to  complain  of 
fome  friends,  who,  next  to  yourfelf,  have  done 
you  moft  hurt ;  whom  ftill  I  eiteem  and  fre- 
quent, though  I  confefs  I  cannot  heartily  forgive. 
Yet  certainly  the  cafe  was  not  merely  perfonal 
malice  to  you,  (although  it  had  the  fame  effecl), 
but  a  kind. of  1  know  not  what  job,  which  one 
of  them  hath  often  heartily  repented,  however  it 
came  to  be  patched  up.  I  am  confident  your 

collection 

*   A  very  eminent  pliyfician,   of  great  learning. 

t  The  free  fchool  of  Cavan,  in  tlie  gift  of  the  crown; 
for  which  Dr  Sheridan  exchanged  his  living  jat  Duii- 
boyne,  and  in  which  he  batk  been  fince  fuccecded  by  Mr 
Moore. 
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collection  of  Bans  mots  *  and  Contes  a  rire,  will  be 
much  the  beft  extant  j  but  you  are  apt  to  be  ter- 
ribly fanguine  about  the  profits  of  publishing : 
However,  it  fhall  have  all  the  puihing  I  can  give. 
I  have  been  much  out  of  order  with  a  fpice  of 
my  giddinefs,  which  began  before  you  left  us. 
I  am  better  of  late  days,  but  not  right  yet,  though 
I  take  daily  drops  and  bitters.  I  muft  do  the 
beft  I  can,  but  (hall  nevermore  be  a  night-walk- 
er. You  hear  they  have  in  England  pafled  the 
excife  on  tobacco  ;  and  by  their  votes  it  appears 
they  intend  it  on  more  articles.  And  care  is 
taken  by  fome  fpecial  friends  here,  to  have  it  the 
fame  way  here.  We  are  flaves  already:  And 
from  my  youth  upwards,  the  great  wife  men 
whom  I  ufed  to  be  among,  taught  me,  that  a 
general  excife  (which  they  now  by  degrees  in- 
tend) is  the  moil  direct  and  infallible  way  to  fla- 
very.  Pray  G —  fend  it  them  in  his  juftice,  for 
they  well  deferve  it.  All  your  friends,  and  the 
town,  are  juft  as  you  left  it.  I  humdrum  it  on, 
either  on  horfe-back,  or  dining  and  fitting  the 
evening  at  home;  endeavouring  to  write,  but 
write  nothing,  merely  out  of  indolence  ^and 
want  of  fpirits.  No  foul  has  broke  his  neck,  or 
is  hanged,  or  married  ;  only  Cancerina  f  is  dead, 
VOL.  XVII.  C  and 

•  Perhaps  "  Bons  mots  de  Stella,"  and  '  Thoughts  on 
"  various  fubjeCls/'  are  part  of  this  cslletfcion. 

f  Oas  of  thofc  poor  people  to  whom  the  Dean  nfcd  to 
give  money  when  he  met  them  in  his  walks.  Some  of 
them  lie  named  tlius,  partly  for  diftiniftion,  and  partly 
for  humour;  Cancerina,  Stumpanympha,  Pull-a  gowa-j^ 
Friterilla,  Flora,  Stumpant&a. 
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and  I  let  her  go   to  her  grave  without  a  coffin, 

and  without  fees. So  I   am  going  to   take 

my  evening-walk  after  five,  having  not  been  out 
of  doors  yet.  I  wifh  you  well  and  fafe  at  home. 
Pray  call  on  me  on  Sunday  night. 

I  am  your's,  &c. 

P.  S.     I  believe  there   are  a  hundred  literal 

blunders,  but  I  cannot  ftay  to  mend  them So 

pick  as  you  are  able. 

I  am  not  fo  FRANK  a  writer  as  you. 


L.  E    T    T    E    R      DL. 

LORD    B TO    DR   SWIFT. 

Cirencefter,  March  29.  1733. 

MY    MOST    DEAR    DEAN, 

I  AM  indebted  to  you  for  feveral  fcraps  of  pa- 
per which  you  have  fent  me;  but  I  waited 
to  receive  a  letter  from  you,  and  then  would  have 
returned  you  an  antVer  as  well  as  I  could.  I 
obeyed  your  commands  fignificd  in  your  Penul- 
teime ;  I  attended  your  caufe  ;  your  client  happen- 
ed to  be  in  the  right,  and  we  are  not  a  little  in 
the  wrong,  that  we  gave  no  cofts.  I  mould  have 
moved  for  them,  but  I  had  diftinguifhed  myfelf 
in  prefiing  lords  to  attend,  and  told  fo  many  that 
I  had  your  commands  fo  to  do,  that  I  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  take  that  part  upon  me,  and 
nobody  elfe  would  do  it  j  therefore  give  me  leave 

to 
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to  tell  you,  that  you  are  bound  in  confcience  to 
pay  that  poor  man  xool.  He  would  certainly 
have  had  that  fum,  if  you  had  not  interpofed  in 
that  peremptory  manner. 

Astoyourlaft  orders,  in  relation  to  the  Du- 
blin caufe,  I  take  it  for  granted  you  are  in  the 
wrong.  All  corporations  of  men  are  perpetu- 
ally doing  injullice  to  individuals.  I  will  attend 
it,  but  am  as  much  prejudiced  againft  them  as  it 
is  poilible,  though  I  know  nothing  of  the  man  or 
the  matter  in  queftion.  I  have  often  reflected, 
(from  what  caufe  it  arifes  I  know  not),  that  the 
majority  of  a  fociety  are  honed  men,  and  would 
a£t,  feparately,  with  fome  humanity,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  morality  j  yet,  conjunctively, 
they  are  hard-hearted  determined  villains.  1 
know  phyficians,  who,  if  you  take  them  out  of 
their  practice,  are  very  good  fort  of  men:  But 
was  there  ever  in  the  world  a  consultation  of 
them,  that  tended  to  any  thing  elfe  than  robbery 
and  murder  ?  Do  the  body  of  lawyers  think  of 
any  thing  elfe,  but  to  plunder  and  deftroy  the 
reft  of  mankind  ?  In  fhort,  there  is  no  corpora- 
tion to  be  excepted  out  of  this  general  rule,  but 
the  Two  Houfes  of  parliament,  and  all  aflemblies 
of  divines,  wherefoever  difperfed  through  the 
Chriftian  world.  So  much  for  your  Dublin 
caufe. 

Now,  I  muft  tell  you,  I  want  exceedingly  to 
fee  you  here  ;    and  I  would  have  you  come  juft 
about  midfummer.     If  you  come  a  moment  be- 
fore that  time,  you  will  find  the  parliament  fit- 
C  2  ting, 
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ting,  all  in  a  frame  about  excifes ;  and  go  into 
what  company  you  will,  you  can  hear  of  nothing 
elfe.  I  reckon  by  that  time  we  {lull  feparate, 
and  then  I  come  down  to  this  place  en  famille, 
(where  I  am  now  only  a  fojourner  for  three  days), 
and  you  (hall  be  better  accommodated  than  you 
were  laft  time  you  was  here.  I  can  allure  you 
I  have  made  great  alterations ;  and,  to  fpeak  mo- 
deflly,  I  think  I  may  fay,  it  is  by  much  the  fineft 
place  in  England.  What  Ireland  may  produce 
I  cannot  tell.  Pope  has  promifed  to  come  down; 
and  it  is  time  for  him  to  retire,  for  he  has  made 
the  town  too  hot  to  hold  him  *. 

Poor  John  Gay  !  we  (hall  fee  him  no  more, 
but  he  will  always  be  remembered  by  thofe  who 
knew  him  with  a  tender  concern.  I  want  to 
know  how  you  do,  and  what  you  are  doing.  I 
fufpeft  you  are  grown  very  idle  ;  for  1  have  not 
heard  of  any  production  from  that  fertile  brain 
of  your's  a  great  while.  And  befides,  the  great- 
eft  mark  of  idlenefs  that  I  know,  is  the  minding 
of  other  peoples  bufinefs.  You,  that  ufed  to 
be  employed  in  fupporting  or  pulling  down  mi- 
nifters,  in  inftrufting  or  diverting  mankind,  in- 
flaming kingdoms,or  pacifying  contending  parties, 
now  feem  to  be  dwindled  into  an  Irifh  foiicitor. 
I  expecl  to  fee  you  in  a  dirty  brown  coat,  with 
a  little  green  bag  under  your  arm.  However,  let 

me 

*  Probably  by  the  publication  of  '  The  firft  Satire  of 
the  fecond  Book  of  Horace,  imitated,  in  a  Dialogue  be- 
tween Alexander  Pope,  Efq;  on  the  one  part,  and  his 
learned  council  on  the  other-'  Publiibed  in  February 

)  732-3- 
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m$  fee  you.  If  I  cannot  laugh  with  you  as  I  u- 
fed  to  do,  I  will  laugh  at  you  ;  for  I  am  refolved 
to  laugh  as  long  as  1  live.  So,  my  dear  little  pet- 
tifogger, adieu. 


LETTER    DLL 

April  2.  1733. 

fay  truly,  that  death  is  only  terrible  tor 
us,  as  it  feparates  us  from  thofe  we  love ;, 
but  I  really  think  thofe  have  the  wortl  of  it  who 
are  left  by  us,  if  we  are  true  friends.  I  have 
felt  more,  I  fancy,  in  the  lofs  of  Mr  Gay,  than 
I  ihall  lutrer  in  the  thought  of  going  away  my- 
fclf  into  a  (late  that  can  feel  none  of  this  fart  of 
Loileo.  I  withed  vehemently  to  have  feen  him  in 
a  condition  of  living  independent,  and  to  have 
lived  in  perfect  indolence  the  reft  of  our  days  to- 
gether, the  two  moll  idle,  moft  innocent,  and 
undefigning  poets  of  our  age.  I  now  as  vehe- 
mently wiih  you  and  I  might  walk  into  the  grave 
together,  by  as  flow  fteps  as  you  pleafe,  but 
contentedly  and  chearfully.  Whether  that  ever 
can  be,  or  in  what  country,  I  know  no  more, 
than  into  what  country  we  fliall  walk  out  of  the 
grave.  But  it  fuffices  me  to  know,  it  will  be 
exactly  what  region  or  (late  our  Maker  appoints, 
and  that  whatever  ?/,  is  right.  Our  poor  friend's 
papers  are  partly  in  my  hands  ;  and  for  as  much 
as  is  fo,  I  will  take  care  to  fupprefs  things  un- 
worthy of  him.  As  to  the  epitaph,  I  aai  forry 

c  3  y°i* 
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you  gave  a  copy  ;  for  it  will   certainly  by  that 
means  come  into  print ;   and  I  would   correct 
it  more,  unlefs  you  will  do  it  for  me,  and   that 
I  fiiall  like  as  well.     Upon  the  whole,  I  earneft- 
ly  wifli  your  coming  over  hither;  for  this  rea- 
fon,   among,  many  others,   that  your  influence 
may  be  joined  with  mine,  to  fupprefs  whatever 
we   may  judge  proper   of  his  papers.     To  be 
plunged  in  my  neighbour's  and  my  papers,  will 
be  your  inevitable   fate  as   foon   as  you  come. 
That   I   am  an   author    whofe    characters    are 
thought  of  fome  weight,  appears  from  the  great 
noife  and  buftle  that  the  -court  and  town  make 
about  any  I  give  :    And  I  will  not   render  them 
lefs  important,  or  lefs   interefting,   by   fparing 
vice  and  folly,  or  by  betraying  the  cauie  of  truth 
and  virtue.     I  will  take  care  they  fhall  be   fuch 
as  no  man  can  be  angry  at,  but  the  perfons  I 
would  have  angry.     You  are  fenfible  with  what 
decency  and  juftice  I  paid  homage  to  the   royal  • 
family,  at  the  fame  time   that  I  fatirized  falfe 
courtiers,  and  fpies,   &c.  about  them.     I  have 
not  the  courage,  however,  to  be  fuch  a  fatirHl  as 
you  ;   but  I  would  be  as  much,  or  more,   a  phi- 
lofopher.     You  call  your  fatires  libels  ;  I  would 
rather  call  my  fatires  epiftles.     They  will  confift 
more  of  morality  than  of  wit,   and  grow  graver, 
•which  you  will  call  duller.     I  mall   leave  it  to 
my  antagonifts  to   be  witty,  if  they  can,  and 
content  myfelf  to  be  ufeful   and  in  the  right. 
Tell  me  your  opinion  as  to  Lady  . — — 's  or  Lord 
***'s  performance,     They  are  certainly  the  top- 
wits 
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•wits  of  the  court  ;  and  you  may  judge  by  that 
fingle  piece  what  can  be  done  againfl  me  ;  for 
it  was  laboured,  corrected,  pre-commended, 
and  pofl-difapproved,  as  to  be  difowned  by 
themfelves,  after  each  had  highly  cried  it  up 
for  the  others  *.  I  have  met  with  fome  com- 
plaints, and  heard  at  a  diftarice  of  fome  threats 
occafioned  by  my  verfes.  I  fent  fair  meflages  to 
acquaint  them  where  I  was  to  be  found  in  town, 
and  to  offer  to  call  at  their  houfes  to  fatisfy  them, 
and  fo  it  dropped.  It  is  very  poor  in  any  one 
to  rail  and  threaten  at  a  diftance,  and  have  no- 
thing to  fay  to  you  when  they  fee  you .1 

am  glad  you  perfift  and  abide  by  fo  good  a  thing 
as  that  poem  f,  "in  which  I  am  immortal  for  my 
morality.  I  never  took  any  praife  fo  kindly  ; 
and  yet,  I  think,  I  deferve  that  praife  better  than 
I  do  any  other.  When  does  your  collection 
come  out,  and  what  will  it  confifl  of  ?  I  have 
but  lafl  week  finifhed  another  of  my  epiflles  in 
the  order  of  the  fyitem  ;  and  this  week  (wrci- 
tandi  gratia)  I  have  tranflated  (or  rather  parodi- 
ed) another  of  Horace's,  in  which  I  introduce 
you  advifmg  me  about  my  expences,  boufe-keep- 
ing,  fcrV.  But  thefe  things  fhall  lie  by,  till  vou 
come  to  carp  at  them,  and  alter  rhymes,  and 
grammar,  and  triplets,  and  cacophonies  of  all 
ids.  Our  parliament  will  fit  till  midfummer; 
which  I  hope  may  be  a  motive  to  bring  you  ra- 

•  See  Pope',  Epiftle  vrittl.n    „  th5s  ocrafion,  J    *} 
nd  <t  the  fecond  volume  of  bis  letters,  the  eighth  volume 
in  Wax-burton's  edition. 

t  The  ironical  libel  on  Dr  Delany.     VoL  VI.  p.  $?% 
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tber  in  fummer  thin  fo  late  as  autumn.  You 
ufed  to  love  what  I  bate,  a  hurry  of  politics, 
&c.  Courts  I  fee  not,  courtiers  I  know  not, 
kings  I  adore  not,  queens  I  compliment  not  j  fo 
I  am  never  like  to  be  in  fafhion,  nor  independ- 
ence. I  heartily  join  with  you  in  pitying  our 
poor  lady  for  her  unhappinefs  ;  and  fhould  only 
pity  her  more,  if  fhe  had  more  of  what  they  at 
court  call  happinefs.  Come  then,  and  perhaps 
we  mav  go  all  together  into  France,  at  the  end  of 
the  feafon,  and  compare  the  liberties  of  both 
kingdoms.  Adieu.  Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  (with 
a  thoufand  warm  wifh.es,  mixed  with  fnort  Cghs), 
ever  your's. 


LETTER      DLII. 

LORD     M TO     DR     SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  April  •j.  1733. 

I  HOPE  you  will  excufe  me  that  I  have  not  an- 
fwered  your  letter  fooner  j  but  I  fhall  not  be 
backward  in  obeying  your  commands,  by  attend- 
ing the  caufe  you  mentioned,  when  it  comes  in- 
to the  Houfe.  I  fhall  not  fail  fpeaking  to  thofe 
few  Lords  I  can  be  fo  free  with,  to  attend  alfo ; 
and  fhall  rejoice  if  it  fhould  be  determined  to  your 
fatisfaclion  :  And  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe' 
it  will,  being  fully  convinced  that  you  can  intereft 
yourfelf  in  nothing  but  where  juftice  is  upper- 
xnoft.  We  have  long  flattered  ourfeives  with  the 

hopes 
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hopes  of  having  your  good  company  here.  lara 
fure  there  is  no  family  in  this  kingdom  wifhes 

to  fee  you  more  than  that  of  the  M s,  who  will 

always  have  you  in  remembrance,  for  your  health 
and  welfare.  I  doubt  not  but  you  hear  from  bet- 
ter hands  the  ftate  of  our  affairs,  in  relation  to 
the  excifing  tobacco  and  wine,  therefore  fhall 
not  trouble  you  upoa  that  fubjecl ;  and  fhall  only 
defire  your  farther  commands  wherein  I  am  capa- 
ble to  ferve  you  ;  afluring  you,  that  I  am,  with 
great  efleem  and  faith,  Sir,  your  moft  faithful 
and  humble  fervant. 

Poftfcript  by  Lady  M 

SIR, 

There  are  few  things  in  life  would  give  me 
more  joy  than  to  fee  you  again  in  this  part  of 
the  world.  Let  your  friends  have  that  pleafure ; 
for  in  doing  it  you  will  oblige  a  vaft  number  of 
people  j  but  nobody  more,  my  dear  Mr  Dean, 
than  your  affectionate  humble  fervant. 


LETTER      DLIII. 

THE  DUTCHESS  OF  Tp  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR   SIR,  April  12.  I733» 

I  RECEIVED  your's  of  the  23d of  March.  Per*. 
petual  pains  in  my  head  have  hindered  m« 
from  writing  till  this  moment-,  fo  you  fee  yoa 

are 
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are  not  the  only  perfon  that  way  tormented.  I 
dare  believe  there  are  as  many  bad  heads  in  Eng- 
land as  in  Ireland  j  I  am  fure  none  worfe  than 
my  own  ;  that  I  am  made  for  pain,  and  pain 
for  me ;  for,  of  late,  we  have  been  infeparable. 
It  is  a  moft  difpiriting  diftemper,  and  brings  on 
pain  of  mind,  whether  real  or  imaginary,  it  is  all 
one. 

Whilft  I  had  that  very  fincere  good  friend,  I 
could  ibmetimcs  lay  open  all  my  rambling 
thoughts,  and  he  and  I  would  often  view  and  dif- 
feft  them  •,  but  now  they  come  and  go,  and  1  fel- 
dom  find  out  whether  they  be  right  or  wrong,  or 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  them.  Poor  man  !  he 
was  moft  truly  every  thing  you  could  fay  of 
him.  I  have  loft,  in  him,  the  ufefulleft  limb  of 
my  mind.  This  is  an  odd  expreffion;  but  I  can- 
not explain  my  notion  otherwife. 

I  deny  that  I  am  touchy  ;  yet  am  going  to  feem 
fo  again,  by  afluring  you  my  letters  are  never 
falfe  copies  of  my  mind.  They  are  often,  I  be- 
lieve, imperfections  of  an  imperfect  mind  5 
which,  however,  to  do  it  juftice,  often  directs  me 
better  than  I  aft.  Though  I  will  not  take  upon 
me  to  declare  my  way  of  thinking  to  be  eternal- 
ly the  fame  5  yet  whatever  I  write  is  at  that  in- 
fiant  true.  I  would  rather  tell  a  lie  than  write  it 
down  ;  for  words  are  wind  ('tis  faid)  •,  but  the 
making  a  memorandum  of  one's  own  falfe  heart 
would  flare  one  in  the  face  immediately,  ami 
ihould  put  one  out  of  countenance.  Now,  as  a 
proof  of  my  unfettled  way  of  thinking,  andof  my 
fincerity,  I  fhall  tell  you,  that  I  am  not  fo  much 
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in  the  wrong  as  you  obferved  I  was  in  my  laft  ; 
for  my  regard  to  you  is  leflened  extremely,  fmce 
I  obferved  you  are  juft  like  moft  other  people, 
viz.  difobliged  at  trifles,  and  obliged  at  nothings; 
for  what  elfe  are  bare  words  ?  Therefore  pray 
never  believe  I  wifli  to  ferve  yoa,  till  you  have 
tried  me  ;  till  then  proteftations  are-bribes,  by 
which  I  may  only  mean  to  gain  the  friendfhip  of 
a  valuable  man,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  fuf- 
pe£led.  I  feidom  make  any  for  that  reafon  ;  fo 
that  if  I  have  the  peculiar  happinefs  to  have  any 
wife  good  people  my  flatterers,  God  knows  how 
I  came  by  it ;  but  fure  nothing  can  equal  fuch 
glory,  except  that  of  having  the  filly  and  bad  peo- 
ple my  enemies. 

Here  I  think  we  agree.  You  declare  that  no 
fuch  can  deprefs  your  fpirits ;  and  if  our  confti- 
tutions  are  alike,  I  will  not  only  preach  up  good 
fpirits,  but  prefcribe  the  materials  that  have  ever 
agreed  with  me.  If  any  body  has  done  me  an 
injury,  they  have  hurt  themfelves  more  than  me. 
If  they  give  me  an  ill  name  (unlefs  they  have  my 
help)  I  (hall  not  deferve  it.  If  fools  fhun  my 
company,  it  is  becaufe  I  am  not  like  them  ;  if 
people  make  me  angry,  they  only  raife  my  fpi- 
rits ;  and  if  they  with  me  ill,  I  will  be  well  and 
handfome,  wife  and  happy,  and  every  thing,  ex-- 
cept  a  day  younger  than  I  am  ;  and  that's  a  fancy 
I  never  yet  faw  becoming  to  man  or  woman,  fo 
it  cannot  excite  my  envy.  Here  I  have  betrayed 
to  you  the  devilimnefs  of  my  temper  ;  but  I  de- 
clare to  you,  nothing  ever  enlivened  me  half  fo 

much, 
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much,  as  unjuft  ill  ufage,  either  directed  to  my- 
felf  or  my  friends.  The  very  reverfe  happens 
to  me,  when  I  am  too  well  fpoken  of;  for  I  am 
forry  to  find  I  don't  deferve  it  all.  This  hum- 
bleth  me  as  much  too  much  as  the  other  exalts  \ 
fo  I  hope  you  will  not  be  too  civil,  fince  I  have 
•declared  the  confequence. 

I  am  in  great  hopes  you  will  make  us  a  vifk 
this  fummer;  for  though  I  have  a  fenfible  fatif- 
fa&ion  by  converfing  with  you  in  this  way,  yet 
I  love  mightily  to  look  in  the  perfon's  face  I  am 
fpeaking  to.  By  that  one  foon  learns  to  ftop 
•when  it  is  wifhed,  or  to  mend  what  is  faid  amifs. 

'Your  ftewards  will  take  great  care  of  your 
money ;  but  you  muft  firft  direct  us  to  your 
friend  Mr  Lancelot,  and  order  him  to  give  up  Mr 
Gay's  note,  on  his  fitter's  paying  the  money  to 
his  Grace,  who  will  give  him  his  note  for  the  mo- 
ney, or  fend  it  to  you  juft  as  you  order.  And  as 
to  what  intereft  is  due,  I  fuppofe  you  have  kept 
fome  account. 

By  this  time  you  muft  be  too  much  tired  to 
bear  reading  one  word  more  j  therefore  I  will 
make  no  excufes.  Pray  employ  me  ;  for  I  want 
to  be  certain  whether  I  know  my  own  mind  or 
not :  For  fomething  or  other  often  tells  me,  that 
I  fhould-be  very  happy  to  be  of  any  ufe  to  you.- 
Whether  it  be  true  or  falfe,  neither  you  or  I 
can  be  pofitive,  till  an  opportunity  fhews ;  but  I 
do  really  think  that  I  am,  dear  Sir,  mod  fincere- 
ly  your's,  (sV. 

LETTER 
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L     E    T    T    E    R      DLIV. 

CHARLES   FORD,   ESQj   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

London,  April  14.  1733. 

JAM  extremely  concerned  to  hear  the  bad 
ftate  of  your  health.  I  have  often  wifhed 
that  you  would  be  more  moderate  in  your  walks; 
for  though  riding  has  always  been  allowed  to 
be  good  for  a  giddy  head,  I  never  heard  walking 
prescribed  for  a  ftrain,  or  any  ailment  in  the  leg  ; 
and  the  violent  fweats  you  put  yourfelf  into,  are 
apt  to  give  colds,  and,  I  doubt,  occafion  much  of 
your  other  diforder.  I  am  confident  you  would 
find  yourfelf  better  here;  and  even  the  journey 
would  be  of  great  ufe  to  you.  I  was  vaflly 
pleated  to  hear  my  Lord  Mayor  talk  of  the  de- 
light he  fliould  have  in  feeing  you  this  year,  that 
he  might  (hew  you  a  creature  of  your  awn  ma- 
king. He  has  behaved  himfelf  fo  well  in  his 
public  capacity,  that,  whether  it  be  his  humility 
or  his  pride,  he  deferves  to  be  gratified.  I  could 
heartily  wim  your  other  complaints  were  as  much 
without  foundation,  as  that  of  having  loft  half 
your  memory,  and  all  your  invention.  I  will 
venture  to  pronounce  you  have  more  left  of  the 
firft  than  moft  men,  and  of  the  laft,  than  any 
man  now  alive.  While  the  excifes  were  depend- 
ing, you  were  ex  peeled  every  day  ;  for  it  was 
faid,  Why  mould  not  he  (hew  as  much  regard 
VOL.  XVII.  D  for 
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for  the  liberty  of  England,  as  he  did  for  the  mo- 
ney of  Ireland  ?  I  wifh  you  had  been  here  ;  tho' 
the  affair,  in  my  opinion,  is  happily  ended. 
Many  people  are  offended  that  the  bills  were 
dropt,  and  not  rejected,  and  the  authors  of  the 
fcheme  left  unpunifhed.  It  was  absolutely  im- 
poffible  to  have  carried  it  otherwife.  You  have 
heard  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  one  or  two  more, 
coming  out  of  the  houfe,  were  infulted.  A  few 
of  that  rabble  have  been  feized  with  the  ring- 
leader, who  proves  to  be  a  Norfolk  man  ;  no  e- 
nemy  to  excifes,  but  an  entire  dependent  upon 
the  outraged  perfon.  '  Though  the  rejoicings 
were  as  great,  and  as  univerfal  as  ever  was  known, 
there  was  no  violence,  except  the  breaking  a  very 
few  windows,  whofe  owners  had  (hewn  an  un- 
timely thrift  of  their  candles.  I  foretold  Hen- 
ley what  his  joking  would  come  to  •,  but  the 
Mayor  of  Southampton  immediately  printed  his 
real  letter,  which  was  fhort,  and  extremely  pro- 
per. His  defigned  opponent,  at  the  next  elec- 
tion, having  voted  for  the  excife,  will  not  dare 
to  (hew  himfelf  in  the  corporation  ;  and  Henley, 
after  the  divifion,  thanked  him  for  having,  by 
that  vote,  bellowed  him  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 

I  have  great  hopes  this  fine  mild  weather  will 
fet  you  right,  and  long  to  hear  you  are  preparing 
for  your  journey.  I  am  molt  entirely  your  grate- 
ful,'^-. 

L  E  T  T  E  Pv 
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TO   MR  POPE. 

Dublin ,  May  i.  1733. 

f  ANSWER  your  letter  the  fooner,  becaufe  I 
•*-  have  a  particular  rcafon  for  doing  fo.  Some 
weeks  ago  came  over  a  poem  called,  *«  The  Life 
«  and  Charafter  of  Dr  S.  written  by  himfelf.' 
It  was  reprinted  here,  and  is  dedicated  to  you. 
It  is  grounded  upon  a  maxim  in  Rochefoucault ; 
and  the  dedication,  after  a  formal  ftory,  fays, 
that  my  manner  of  writing  is  to  be  found  in 
every  line.  I  believe  I  have  told  you,  that  I 
writ  a  year  or  two  ago  near  five  hundred 
lines  upon  the  fame  maxim  in  Rochefoucault, 
and  was  a  long  time  about  it,  as  that  importer 
fays  in  his  dedication,  with  many  circumftances, 
all  pure  invention.  I  defire  you  to  believe,  and 
to  tell  my  friends,  that  in  this  fpurious  piece 
there  is  not  a  fmgle  line,  or  bit  of  a  line,  or 
thought,  any  way  refembling  the  genuine  copy, 
any  more  than  it  does  Virgil's  ^E.ieid  ;  for  I  ne- 
ver gave  a  copy  of  mine,  nor  lent  it  out  of 
my  fight.  And  although  I  (hewed  it  to  all  com- 
mon acquaintance  indifferently,  and  fome  of 
them  (efpecially  one  or  two  females)  had  got 
many  lines  by  heart  here  and  there,  and  repeat- 
ed them  often,  yet  it  happens,  that  not  one 
fmgle  line,  or  thought,  is  contained  in  this  in*, 
poilure,  although  it  appears,  that  they  who  coun- 
D  a  terfeited 
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terfeited  me  had  heard  of  the  true  one.  But 
even  this  trick  (hall  not  provoke  me  to  print  the 
true  one  ;  which  indeed  is  not  proper  to  be  feen, 
till  I  can  be  feen  no  more.  I  therefore  defire 
you  will  undeceive  my  friends  j  and  I  will  order 
an  advertisement  to  be  printed  here,  and  tranf- 
mit  it  to  England,  that  every  body  may  know 
the  delufion,  and  acquit  me ;  as  I  am  fure  you 
muft  have  done  yourfelf,  if  you  have  read  any 
part  of  it ;  which  is  mean  and  trivial,  and  full  of 
that  cant  that  I  mod  defpife.  I  would  fink  to 
be  a  vicar  in  Northfolk,  rather  than  be  charged 
with  fuch  a  performance.  Now  1  come  to 
your  letter. 

When  I  was  of  your  age,  I  thought  every  day 
of  death,  but  now  every  minute  ;  and  a  continual 
giddy  diforder,  more  or  lefs,  is  a  greater  addition 
than  that  of  my  years.  I  cannot  affirm,  that 
I  pity  our  friend  Gay,  but  I  pity  his  friends,  I 
pity  you,  and  would  at  leaft  equally  pity  myfelf, 
if  I  lived  amongft  you  j  becaufe  I  fhould  have 
feen  him  oftener  than  you  did,  who  are  a  kind 
of  hermit,  how  great  a  noife  foever  you  make  by 
your  ill-nature,  in  not  letting  the  honed  villains 
of  the  times  enjoy  themfelves  in  this  world, 
which  is  their  only  happinefs,  and  terrifying 
them  with  another.  I  fhould  have  added  in  my 
libel,  that,  of  all  men  living,  you  are  the  moft 
happy  in  your  enemies  and  your  friends.  And  I 
•will  fwear  you  have  fifty  times  more  charity  for 
Mankind  thian  I  could  ever  pretend  to.  Whe- 
ther 
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tlier  the  prpdu&ion  you  mention  came  from  the 
Lady  or  the  Lord,  I  did  not  imagine  that  they 
were  at  lead  fo  bad  verfifiers.  Therefore  facit 
indignatio  verfus,  is  only  to  be  applied  when  the 
indignation  is  againft  general  villainy,  and  never 
operates  vrhen  fome  fort  of  people  write  to  de- 
fend themfelves.  I  love  to  hear  them  reproach 
you  for  dulnefs  -,  only  I  would  be  fatisfied,  fmce 
you  are  fo  dull,  why  are  they  fo  angry  ?  Give 
me  a  (hilling,  and  I  will  infurc  you,  that  pofte- 
rity  fhall  never  know  you  had  one  finglc  enemy, 
excepting  thofe  whofe  memory  you  have  prefer- 
ved. 

I  am  forry  for  the  fituation  of  Mr  Gay's  pa- 
pers. You  do  not  exert  yourfelf  as  .much  as  I 
could  wifh  in  this  affair.  I  had  rather  the  two 
fitters  were  hanged,  than  fee  his  works  fwelled 
by  any  lofs  of  credit  to  his  memory.  I  would 
be  glad  to  fee  the  moft  valuable  printed  by  them- 
felves ;  thofe  which  ought  not  to  be  feen,  burned 
immediately  ;  and  the  others  that  have  gone  a- 
broad,  printed  feparatcly  like  opufculat  or  rather 
be  ftifled  and  forgotten.  I  thought  your  epitaph 
was  immediately  to  be  ingraved ;  and  therefore 
I  made-lefs  fcruple  to  give  a  copy  to  Lord  Or- 
rery, who  earneflly  dt  fired  it,  but  to  nobody 
clfe  •,  and  he  tells,  me,  he  gave  only  two,  which 
he  will  recall.  I  have  a  fhort  epigram  of  his  up- 
on it  -,  wherein  1  would  correct  a  line  or  two  at 
mod,  and  then  I  will  fend  it  you  (with  his  per^ 
miffion).  I  have  nothing  againft  your's,  but  the 
lail  line,  {  Striking  their  aching  ;  '  the  two  par- 
D  3  ticiples. 
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ticiples,  as  they  are  fo  near,  feem  to  found  too- 
like.  I  (hall  write  to  the  Dutchefs,  who  hath 
lately  honoured  me  with  a  very  friendly  letter, 
and  I  will  tell  her  my  opinion  freely  about  our 
friend's  papers.  I  want  health,  and  my  affairs 
are  enlarged  :  but  I  will  break  through  the  latter, 
if  the  other  mends.  I  can  ufe  a  courfe  of  medi- 
cines, lame  and  giddy.  My  chief  defign,  next 
to  feeing  you,  is  to  be  a  fevere  critic  on  you  and 
your  neighbour ;  but  firft  kill  his  father,  that  he 
may  be  able  to  maintain  me  in  my  own  way  of 
living,  and  particularly  my  horfes.  It  coft  me 
near  600  1.  for  a  wall  to  keep  mine  ;  and  I  never 
ride  without  two  fervants,  for  fear  of  accidents. 
Hie  vivimus  ambitiofa  pattpertate.  You  are  both 
too  poor  for  my  acquaintance,  but  he  much  the 
poorer.  With  you  I  find  grafs,  and  wine  and 
fervants  ;  but  with  him  not.-"  The  collec- 
tion you  fpeak  of  is  this.  A  printer  came  to 
me,  to  deGre  he  might  print  my  works  (as  he 
ealled  them)  in  four  volumes  by  fubfcription.  I 
faid  I  would  give  no  leave,  and  mould  be  forry 
to  fee  them  printed  here.  He  faid  they  could 
not  be  printed  in  London.  I  anfwered  they, ' 
could,  if  the  partners  agreed.  He  faid  "  he  would 
"  be  glad  of  my  permiflion  j  but  as  he  could 
"•  print  them  without  it,  and  was  advifed  that 
**  it  could  do  me  no  harm,  and  having  been  af- 
«'  fured  of  numerous  fubfcriptions,  he  hoped  I 
*<  would  not  be  angry  at  his  purfuing  his  own 
«<  intereft,  &c."  Much  of  this  difcourfe  patted; 
and  he  goes  on  with  the  matter,  wherein  I  de- 
determine. 
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termine  not  to  intermeddle,  though  it  be  much 
to  my  difcontent ;  and  I  wifli  it  could  be  done  in 
England  rather  than  here,  although  I  am  grown 
pretty  indifferent  in  every  thing  of  that  kind. 
This  is  the  truth  of  the  ftory. 

My  vanity  turns  at  prefent  on  being  perfona- 
ted  in  your  £>u£  virtus,  &c.  You  will  obferve 
in  this  letter  many  marks  of  an  ill  head  and  a 
low  fpirit  •,  but  a  heart  wholly  turned  to  love  you 
with  the  greateft  earneftnefs  and  truth. 


LETTER      DLVI. 

LADY     B G TO  DR  SWIFT. 

May  l.  1733. 

I  SHOULD^  have  anfwered  your's  of  the  22d  of 
March  long  ago;  but  that  I  have  had  fome 
trouble  and  frights.  The  uneafinefs  1  was  under 
made  me  neglect  what  at  another  time  would 
have  been  agreeable  to  myfelf,  Mrs  Chambers's 
younger  filler,  having  had  the  frnall-pox  ;  but  now 
perfectly  well.  Mrs  Floyd  too  has  been  excef- 
fively  bad  with  her  winter-cough  and  difpirited- 
nefs ;  but  country-air,  I  think,  has  a  little  revived* 
her. 

His  Grace  of  Dorfet  bids  me  prefent  his  hum- 
ble fervice  to  you,  and  fays,  the  reclory  of 
Churchtown  is  at  Mr  Stafford  Lightburne's  fer- 
vice. As  to  the  Countefs  of  Suffolk's  affair  ui 
difpute,  I-  cannot  poifibly  (according  to  your  own 
j  aft  rule)  be  angry,  becaufe  I  am  in  the  right.  It 
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is  you  ought  to  be  angry,  and  never  forgive  her, 
becaufe  you  have  been  fo  much  in  the  wrong, 
as  to  condemn  her,  without  the  fhew  of  juflice  ; 
and  I  wifh,  with  all  my  heart,  as  a  judgment  up- 
on you,  that  you  had  feen  her,  as  I  die!,  when 
the  news  of  your  friend's  *  death  came ;  for 
though  you  are  a  proud  parfon,  yet  (give  you, 
devil,  your  due)  you  arc  a  fincere,  good-natured, 
honeft  one.  I  am  extremely  Mrs  Kelly's  hum- 
ble fervant ;  but  I  will  never  believe  flie  is  more 
valued  for  her  beauty  and  good  qualities  in  Ire- 
land than  ihe  was  in  England.  The  excife  you 
mention  has  caufed  great  changes  here.  Some 
that  I  am  forry  for ;  although  I  will  not  enter 
into  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  becaufe  of  my  aver- 
fion  from  politics.  But  if  you  did  diflike  it, 
why  did  you  beftow  fuch  a  coftly  funeral  upon 
it,  as  to  burn  its  bones  on  a  fumptuous  pile,  like 
a  Roman  emperor  ? 

Adieu,  my  ever  honoured  old  friend  ;  and  do 
not  let  me  fee  any  more  refpe&s  or  ladyflaips 
from  you. 


LETTER      DLVIL 

MISS   KELLY   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Jar-vis-ftreet,  May  4.  1733. 

I  AM  fure  if  you  knew  what  I  have  fuffered 
for  having  offended  you,  your  anger  would 

be 
•  Mr  Gay. 
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be  changed  into  pity ;  for  indeed,  Sir,  my  un- 
eafinefs  cannot  be  exprefled.  Of  all  the  misfor- 
tunes I  ever  met  with,  this  ha&  given  me  the 
greateft  concern  ;  for  your  friendftiip  is  an  ho- 
nour that  the  whole  world  are  ambitious  of;  but 
I  received  from  it  more  than  ordinary  fatisfac- 
tion.  Judge  then,  Sir,  how  unhappy  I  now  am  j 
and  for  God's  fake,  forgive  what  is  paft,  and  be 
affured  my  future  condu<St  (hall  be  fuch,  that 
you  never  again  fhall  have  caufe  of  complaint  a- 
gainfl:  me. — I  own  you  have  reafon  to  condemn 
my  impertinence  ;  but  as  I  had  not  the  leaft  in- 
tention to  offend,  I  hope  it  will,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  lefien  the  fault.  Indeed,  Sir,  if  you  will 
be  fo  good  to  pardon  me,  I  will  make  any  atone- 
ment in  my  power;  and  it  will  much  add  to  the 
other  obligations  you  have  already  conferred  up- 
on me.  My  health  is  fo  much  impaired,  that 
it  is  but  too  probable  that  I  fhall  not  live  very 
long ;  and  methinks  it  would  be  very  hard  to 
have  the  fhort  time  that  is  allotted  for  me  made 
more  miferable  than  continual  ficknefs  can  make 
it.  This  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  you  do  not,  once 
more,  receive  me  into  your  favour :  Nothing  I 
defire  half  fo  much  :  And  do  afTure  you  I  fpcnt 
fo  bad  a  night  from  the  thoughts  of  my  misfor«- 
tune,  that  could  you  have  an  idea  of  it,  you 
•would  have  been  forry  for  me.  You  might  have 
feen  how  deprefled  I  was  at  fupper  ;  but  not  my 
indifpofition,  but  your  cold  behaviour  was  the 
real  occafion  of  it. — What  fhall  I  fay,  or  do,  t« 
influence  you  to  pardon  me  ?  If  true  repentance 

for 
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for  my  crime,  and  a  firm  resolution  to  be  upon 
my  guard  for  the  future  againft  any  inadvertent 
cxpreflions  that  can  give  offence,  will  plead  any 
thing  in  my  favour,  you  will  be  fo  good  to  par- 
don me  ;  for  I  can  affirm,  that  I  will  never  offend 
you  again  Try  me  then,  good  Sir ;  and  if  it 
is  poffible,  both  forget  and  forgive  the  errors  I 
have  been  guilty  of. 

If  you  are  not  determined  to  continue  my  un- 
happinefs,  I  muft  beg  the  favour  of  you,  to  fend 
me  a  line  to  afiure  me  of  my  being  pardoned ; 
lor  my  uneafinefs  cannot  be  removed  without  it. 
I  hope  too,  Sir,  that  I  fliall  have  the  honour  of 
feeing  you  before  I  go,  that  I  may  in  perfon  ac- 
knowledge how  much  I  owe  you,  and  with  what 
fatisfa£tion  I  receive  your  forgivenefsj  and,  for 
God's  fake,  Sir,  look  upon  me  as  you  were 
wont  to  do,  for  I  cannot  bear  your  coldnefs. 

I  propofe,  when  I  go  to  Briilol  to  follow  your 
advice,  and  (hould  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if 
you  would  recommend  me  to  thofe  books  that 
you  think  mod  proper  for  me  :  And  if  it  pleafe 
God  that  I  recover,  you  (hall  find,  that  by  the 
honour  you  have  done  me  in  advifing  me  to  im- 
prove my  mind,  the  deficiencies  of  my  educa- 
-tion  will  be  made  up,  and  1  fhall  be  more  wor- 
thy of  your  efteem. 

I  Oiould  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  this,  but 
that  I  ilill  could  write  on  to  afk  your  forgivenefs  j 
who  am,  Sir,  with  true  refpecl:  £nd  regard,  your 
moft  obliged  and  mod  humble  fervant, 

F.  A.  KELLY. 
LETTER 
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LETTER       DLVIU. 

May  28.  1733. 

I  HAVE  begun  two  or  three  letters  to  you  by 
fnatches,  and  been  prevented  from  finiftiing 
them  by  a  thoufand  avocations  and  diffipation*. 
I  muft  firft  acknowledge  the  honour  done  me 
by  Lord  Orrery,  whofe  praifes  are  the  precious 
ointment  Solomon  fpeaks  of,  which  can  be  gi- 
ven only  by  men  of  virtue.  All  other  praife, 
whether  from  poets  or  peers,  is  contemptible  a- 
like :  And  I  am  old  enough,  and  experienced  e- 
nough,  to  know  that  the  only  praifes  worth  ha- 
ving, are  thofe  beftowed  by  virtue  for  virtue. 
My  poetry  I  abandon  to  the  critics,  my  morals  I 
commit  to  the  teftimony  of  thofe  who  know 
me  j  and  therefore  I  was  more  pleafed  with  your 
libel,  than  with  any  verfes  I  ever  received.  I 
wifti  fuch  a  collection  of  your  writings  could  be 
printed  here,  as  you  mention  going  on  in  Ire- 
land. I  was  furprifed  to  receive  from  the  print*- 
cr  that  fpurious  piece,  called  «  The  Life  and  Cha- 
'  racter  of  Dr  Swift,'  with  a  letter,  telling  me, 
the  perfon  "  who  publifhed  it,  had  afiured  him 
"  the  dedication  to  me  was  what  I  would  not 
u  take  ill,  or  elfe  he  would  not  have  printed  it." 
I  can't  tell  who  the  man  is,  who  took  fo  far  .-up- 
on him  as  to  anfwer  for  my  way  of  thinking; 
though,  had  the  thing  been  genuine,  I  mould 
have  been  greatly  difpleafed  at  the  publimer's 
part,  in  doing  it  without  yoiir  knowledge. 

I 
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I  am  as  earneft  as  you  can  be,  in  doing  my 
beft  to  prevent  the  publishing  of  any  thing  un- 
worthy of  Mr  Gay  ;  but  I  fear  his  friends  partial- 
ity. I  wifh  you  would  come  over.  All  the 
myfteries  of  my  philofophical  work  mail  then  be 
cleared  to  you,  and  you  will  not  think  that  I  am 
not  merry  enough,  nor  angry  enough.  It  will 
r.ot  want  for  fatire  j  but  as  for  anger,  I  "know  it 
not ;  or  at  lead  only  that  fort  of  which  the 
Apoftle  fpeaks,  "  Be  ye  angry,  and  fin  not.' 

My  neighbour's  *  writings  have  been  meta- 
phyfical,  and  will  next  be  hiftorical.  It  is  cer- 
tainly from  him  only  that  a  reafonable  hiftory  of 
Europe  in  thefe  latter  times  can  be  expected. 
Come  and  quicken  him  ;  for  age,  indolence,  and 
contempt  of  the  world,  grow  upon  men  apace, 
and  may  often  make  the  wifeft  indifferent  whether 
pofterity  be  any  wifer  than  we.  To  a  man  in 
years,  health  and  quiet  become  fuch  rarities,  and 
confequently  fo  valuable,  that  he  is  apt  to  think 
of  nothing  more  than  of  enjoying  them  when- 
ever he  can,  for  the  remainder  of  life ;  and  this, 
I  doubt  not,  has  caufed  fo  many  great  men  to 
die  without  leaving  a  fcrap  to  pofterity. 

I  am  fincereJy  troubled  for  the  bad  account 
you  give  me  of  your  own  health.  I  wifli  every 
day  to  hear  a  better,  as  much  as  I  do  to  enjoy 
my  own^.  1  faithfully  afTure  you. 

LE  TTER 

*  Lard  Boiingbroke. 
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MRS     PENDARVE3    TO     DR     SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  May  29.  1733. 

YOU  will  find,  to  your  coft,  that  a  woman's 
pen,  when  encouraged,  is  as  bad  as  a 
woman's  tongue  :  Blame  yourfelf,  not  me  :  Had 
I  never  known  the  pleafure  of  receiving  a  letter 
from  you,  I  fhould  not  have  perfecuted  you  now. 
I  think  (a  lir^le  to  juftify  this  bold  attack)  that  I 
am  obliged,  by  all  the  rules  of  civility,  to  give 
you  an  account  of  the  letter  you  charged  me 
with  :  I  delivered  it  into  my  Lord  Bathurft's 
hands ;  he  read  .it  before  me  :  I  looked  filly  upon 
his  alking  me,  What  you  meant  by  the  FofTet 
affair  ?  and  was  obliged  to  explain  it  to  him  in 
my  own  defence,  which  gave  him  the  direr/ion 
I  believe  you  defigned  it  fhould.  We  then  talked 
of  your  vineyard  :  He  feemed  pleafed  with  every 
fubjeft  that  related  to  you,  and  I  was  very  ready 
to  indulge  him  that  way.  I  did  not  forget  to 
brag  of  your  favours  to  me ;.  if  you  intended  I 
fhould  keep  them  a  fecret,  I  have  fpoiled  all ;  for 
I  have  not-  an  acquaintance  of  any  worth  that  I 
have  not  told  how  happy  I  have  been  in  your 
company.  Every  body  loves  to  be  envied,  and 
this  is  the  only  way  I  have  of  raifing  peoples  en- 
vy- I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  forgive  me,  and'  let 
VOL.  XVII.  E  me 
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me  know  if  I  have  behaved  myfelf*  right :  I  think 
I  can  hardly  do  wrong  as  long  as  I  am,  Sir,  your 
moft  obliged  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

Mrs  Donnellan  is  much  your  humble  fervant, 
and  as  vain  of  yodr  favours  as  I  am. 


LETTER      DLX. 

THE   DUTCHESS    OF  -    TO   DR   SWIFT. 


i  May  31.  1733. 

I  AM  now  again  your  Tunbridge  correfpon- 
dent.  His  Grace  and  I  have  been  here  this 
fortnight,  with  no  other  company  than  brick- 
layers and  labourers.  We  are  throwing  down  a 
a  parcel  of  walls,  that  blocked  us  up  every  way, 
and  making  a  funk  fence  round'the  houfe.  This 
will  make  the  place  as  chearful  again,  and  we 
find  great  entertainment  by  infpe£ling  the  work. 
Since  I  came  here,  even  I  have  often  got*up  by 
fix  in  the  morning,  (I  defigived  it  always),  and 
the  whole  houfe  are  fad  aileep  before  twelve. 

This 

*  Dr  Swift  never  could  endure  to  hear  any  one  fay,  Svch 
a  one  behaved  \vel],  &c.  Be'iav.'s!?  Bshj-vtd-wb.it?  he  ufeJ 
to  a£c  with  fome  kind  of  emotion.  I  remember  his  giving 
me  an  account  how  he  rebuked  my  Lord  Carterct  l'ir 
this,  and  that  my  Lord  prornifed  him  not  to  be  guiltv  rf 
the  like  for  the  future.  The  It.il>ck  mark  under  thefe  i 
woi-ds  in  the  original,  prores  that  Mrs  Peiula;vcs  rci';is 
to  fomc  rebuke  of  this  kind. 


CORRESPONDENCE.          51 

This  I  call  good  hours.  I  walk  as  much  as  I  am 
able,  fometimes  rather  more.  We  fometimes" 
ride,  though  not  often  :  For  the  evenings  and 
mornings  are  very  cold,  and  the  middle  of  the 
day  violently  hot.  North-eaft  winds  continually, 
and  fuch  want  of  rain,  that  the  ground  is  hard  as 
iron.  I  am  the  mod  temperate  creature  in  my 
diet  you  ever  knew ;  yet  with  all  my  care,  I 
cannot  be  well.  I  believe,  if  I  am  never  guilty 
of  a  greater  fault,  I  (hall  meet  with  very  little" 
refentment,  either  public  or  private.  They  are 
the  faults  in  the  world  fooneft  forgot,  and  the 
feldomeft  truly  repented.  Let  that  be  as  it  will, 
fincvi  health  is  undoubtedly  the  moft  valuable 
thing  in  life,  I  fhall  do  all  I  can  to  obtain  it. 
This  makes  me  confent  to  a  thing  in  the  world 
I  am  moft  averfe  to,  that  is,  going  to  the  Spaw 
about  a  month  or  fix  weeks  hence.  I  wiih  it 
was  good  for  your  complaints,  that  we  niight  be 
there  together.  P^eally  if  you  think  it  will  be  of 
any  ufe  to  you,  and  that  you  can  order  your  af- 
fairs ib  as  to  make  it  poiTible,  depend  upon  it  we 
fhall  make  it  our  ftudy,  and  a  very  agreeable  one 
too,  to  make  you  as  eafy  and  happy  as  it  is  in 
the  power  of  people  (not  of  a  very  troublefome 
difpofition)  to  contrive.  Your  complaint  and 
mine  are  not  very  different,  as  I  imagine.  Mine 
is  a  fort  of  dizzinefs,  which  generally  goes  off 
by  the  head-ach.  Some  learned  people  give  it 
a  name  I  do  not  know  how  to  fpell,  a  verticot 
or  vertigo.  Pray  underftand  that  I,  really  and 
truly,  do  not  only  fay,  but  mean,  that  I  wifh 
li  2  you 
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you  could  either  meet  us  at  the  Spaw,  or  at  Lon- 
don, to  go  on  with  us  ;  and  in  this  I  am  fure  I 
fhall  never  change  my  mind.  If  it  can  do  you 
any  good,  I  feel  myfelf  enough  your  friend  to 
refent  it  extremely,  if  you-  mifs  thi& opportunity. 
This  you  will  believe  if  you  knew  what  obliga- 
tions 1  have  to  you.  I  am  generally  poor  in  fpi- 
rit,  or  quarrelling  with  myfelf,  for  being  good 
for  nothing.  When  a  letter  comes  from  you,  it 
does  not  only  entertain  and  revive  me,  but  in- 
ilantly  I  fancy  I  ought  to  have  a  good  opiniom 
of  myfelf ;  which  is  of  very  great  ufe  to  have, 
provided  it  i&  kept  within  juft  bounds.  I  (hall 
punctually  obey  your  commands  concerning  that 
poem  ;  but  I  think  you  may  be  perfectly  eafy  oa 
that  account ;  for  I  faw  it  before  I  left  London, 
and  heard  feveral  people  talk  of  it  j  and  the  ge- 
neral opinion  was,  that  you  bad  no  hand  in  it, 
but  that  the  thing  happened  juft  as  you  fay.  I 
think  you  need  not  be  much  difturbed  at  it. 
The  other  trouble  you  mention  I  can  allow  of. 
Philofophy  cannot  make  fuch-  things  not  be  ;  the 
moft  it  can  pretend  to  is,  to  help  people  to  pa- 
tience. I  am  heartily  forry  you  have  any  parti>- 
eular  occafion  for  any.  Is  your  law-fuit  flill  in 
being  ?  Perhaps  1  may  be  impertinent ;  but  I 
remember  you  once  mentioned  fomething  of 
that  kind. 

I  am  pretty  well  fatisfied  any  thing  is  bad  for 
the  head  that  nils  it  too  full  ;  therefore  I  advife 
you  to  unbend  your  thoughts  and  afk  my  advi'ce : 
If  it  mould  prove  good,  take  it  -,  if,  not,  leave  it. 

I 


CORRESPONDENCE.  53 

I  {houUl  be  mighty  glad  to  be  of  fervice  to  you  ; 
in  making  me  fo,  you  would  (hew  kindnefs  to 
the  memory  of  your  very  fincere  friend,  and  be 
kind  to  me.  You  may  depend  upon  me,  botk 
for  his  fake  and  your  own.  I  will  endeavour  to 
convey  your  mefiages  to  Lady  Catharine  and 
Charlotte  as  foon  as  pofiible.  The  firft  I  have 
not  converfed  with  this  year  and  half;  I  believe 
{he  is  nobody's  friend,  but  I  more  than  believe 
that  nobody  is  her's.  I  have  a  brother,  that  I 
dare  anfwer  you  would  like,  if  you  knew  him  per- 
fectly, not  elfe.  I  love  and  honour  him,  and  he  de- 
ferves  it.  When  his  Grace  goes  to  London,  which 
\villbe  very  fd6n,  your  money  (hall  be  as  you  order- 
ed. He  is  mightily  (hocked  at  fome  fpeeches.  He 
is  not  by  juit  now,  or  undoubtedly  he  would  think 
you  deicrve  to  have  them  returned.  It  is  lucky  foe 
me,  for  1  am  come  to  the  end  of  my  paper. 
Note,  without  an  excufe. 


L    E    T    T    E    11      DLXI. 

MISS   KELLY    TO   DR  SWIFT.. 

S1R>  Brijld  Hot-well,  June  2.  1733. 

I  HEAR  my  agreeable  fellow-traveller  has  been 
beforehand  with  me  in  paying  her  "compli- 
ments to  you;  but  I  cannot  be  furprifed  at  that; 
for  me  was  formed  to  get  the  better  of  me  in  e- 
very  thing  ;  but  refpefting  and  efteeming   you. 
That,    indeed,    nobody  can  do  ;..  for  both  grati-- 
E  3  tude- 
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tude  and  tafte  confpire  to  make  me  truly  your 
friend  and  fervant. 

I  have, been,  fmce  I  came  here,  very  lo\v-fpi- 
rited  ;  the  companions  I  had,  fome  part  of  my 
journey,  leilened  my  illnefs,  or  at  leaft  I  felt  not 
with  them  the  fame  weight  that  I  did  upon  their 
leaving  me  :  And  I  have  often  withed  myfelf  a~ 
gain  in  Ireland  to  enjoy  converfation  ;  for  I  really 
believe  it  is  one  excellent  cure  for  moft  difor- 
ders.  This  is  the  dulled  place  that  ever  was 
known  :  There  is  not  above  half  a' dozen  families, 
and  thofe  are  cits  with  great  fortunes,-  or  Irifh 
impertinents  ;  the  former  defpifes  one  becaufe 
their  cloaths  are  finer  than  your's  ;  and  the  lat- 
ter has  no  view  in  keeping  you  company  but 
to  report  your  faults.  This  makes  me  avoid  all 
communication  with  them,  and  only  in  the  morn- 
jng  I  go  to  the  wells  :  And,  I  thank  God,  I  can 
fpend  my  time  far  better ;  for  either  writing  to 
my  friends,  reading,  walking,  and  riding,  find 
me  full  employment,  and  leave  me  not  a  wilh  for 
fuch  company  as  the  place  affords.  Doftor 
Lane  (who  by  character  is  a  fecond  ./Efculapius, 
and  can  raife  people  from  the  dead)  is  my  phyfi- 
cian,  and  gives  me  great  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  a- 
mendment:  and  as  I  take  his  medicines  regularly, 
and  am  up  at  fix  in  the  morning,  breakfafl  at 
eight,  dine  at  one,  fup  at  feven,  I  hope  I  may 
in  time  find  fome  benefit :  nor  does  either  'the 
afs's  milk  or  waters  difagree  with  me  ;  and  1 
think  my  appetite  is  rather  better.  I  wifli  to 
heaven  it  was  agreeable  to  your  affairs  to  come 

here  j 
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here  ;  for  I  am  fure  you  would  like  the  fituation; 
of  the  houfe  that  I  lodge  in  :  It  has  the  command 
of  fuch  a  profpec~t,  that  I  iliould  do  it  injufl ice- 
to  attempt  to  defcribe  it  ;  but  the  variety  of  the 
fcene  is  fuch,  that  one  difcovers  new  beauties  in. 
it  every  day.  I  hope  you  will  continue  your 
former  goodnefs  to  me,  and  let  me  have  the  ho- 
nour of  hearing  from  you  ibmetimes  ;  for,  in  re- 
ality, nobody  is  more  fmcerely  your  well-wifher 
than  Sir,  your  mod  obliged  and  moft  faithlul 
humble  iervant. 

F.  A.  KELLY. 

Tour  expedition  to  Tallow  *  makes  a  very  fir>e 
figure  in  print  5  but  fince  you  have  made  this 
clifcovery,  I  think'  you  ought  to  fly  to  us  ;  for 
if  Dublin  be  in  danger,  the  deanry-houfe 
cannot  be  a  fafe  retreat  for  you.  I  wifh  any 
thing  would  fend  Barber  here  ;  for  I  was  at 
the  Bath  to  fee  fome  of  my  friends,  and  was 
forced  to  fvvear  that  only  the  want  of  health 
kept  her  book  from  being  publifhed.  1  am 
fure  you  will  be  glad  to  hear,  that  a  lady  of 
very  good  underflanding,  thai  is  a  particular 
friend  of  mine,  comes  to  me  next  week  to  (lay 
while  I  do  :  her  nameisRooke,  admiral  Rooke's 
fon's  Lady. 


LETTER 
*  The  country- feat  of  the  Archbiftcp  of  Dublin, 
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LETTER      DLXII. 

LADY   B G TO    DR   SWIFT. 

June.   5.   1733. 

HAs  Mr  Stafford  Lightburne's  friend  got  the 
gout  in  bis  lingers  ?  or  is  he  fo  bufy  in 
meafuring  the  water,  and  calling  a  figure  to 
know  the  exaft  time  when  to  fet  his  friends  a- 
fwimmingi  that  he  can't  find  one  moment  to  let 
me  know  that  he  received  my  letter,  written  a 
month  ago,  to  inform  you  that  his  Grace  would 
cbearfully  and  readily  obey  your  commands  ? 
However,  I  am  again  ordered  by  him  to  tell  you, 
that  the  warrant  will  be  Tent  to  Dublin  by  next 
poft  j  fo  pray  let  Mr  Lightburne  be  ready  to 
make  his  perfonal  appearance,  left  they  fhould 
not  elfe  know  how  to  find  him.  It  was  well  you 
needed  no  interceflbr  to  his  Grace  ;  and  that  the 
no-promife  from  him,  and  the  one-word  from 
you  is  of  much  more  weight  than  my  rhetoric  : 
for  I  hlave  been  fo  horribly  ufed  by  a  nafty  griping 
brother  black-coat,  in  a  fmall  three- and-fixpence 
affair  of  my  own,  that  I  don't  know  whether  I 
fhould  not  have  done  like  you  of  the  faction,, 
revenge  myfelf  of  the  innocent,  for  the  fake  of 
one  bifhop  and  minifter,  that,  I  fay,  has  cheated, 
fleeced,  and  flead  me,  juft  as  if  they  had  been 
South-Sea  or  Eaft-India  directors. 

You  are  angry  if  I  do  not  mentbn  Mrs  Floyd 

lo 
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„  you  ;  fo  I  muft  tell  you,  (he  is  gone  for  a  lit- 
tle time  into  the  country,  to  try  if  that  will  ever 
cure  her  cough.  I  am  heartily  forry  for  your 
new  friend  Mrs  Kelly,  who  writes  in  a  defpond- 
ing  way  to  Mrs  Chambers  about  he?  health,  and 
talks  of  going  to  Spaw.  This  is  a  melancholy 
fubjea,  and  I  hate  to  be  vexed;  fo  I  will  lay 
no  more  of  it  ;  but  adieu,  my  dear  Dean,  and 
let  me  hear  from  you  foon. 

LETTER      DLX1IL 

FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

Dublin,  July  8.  1733^ 

I  MUST  condole  with  you  for  the  lofs  of  Mrs 
Pope,  of  whofe  death  the  papers  have  been. 
full  *.  Bat  I  woukl  rather  rejoice  with  you, 
becaufe,  if  any  circumftances  can  make  the  death 
of  a  dear  parent  and  friend  a  fubjeft  for  joy, 
you  have  them  all.  She  died  in  an  extreme  old 
'age,  without  pain,  under  the  care  of  the  moft 
dutiful  fon  that  I  have  ever  known  or  heard  of, 
which  is  a  felicity  not  ha-ppening  to  one  in  a 
million.  The  worft  efFeft  of  her  death  falls  up- 
on me  •,  and  fo  much  the  worfe,  becaufe  I  ex- 
pelled alfgvit  damno  ufus  in  illo,  that  it  would  be 
followed  by  making  me  and  this  kingdom  happy 
with  your  prefence.  But  I  am  told,  to  my  great 
misfortune,  that  a  very  convenient  offer  happen- 
ing, you  waved  the  invitation  prefled  on  you, 

alledgirrg 
*  Mrs  Pope  died  June  7.  i?33,  age-.-  ninety  three. 


58  D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 

alledging  the  fear  you  had  of  being  killed  here 
with  eating  and  drinking.  By  which  I  find,  that 
you  have  fiven  fome  credit  to  a  notion,  of  our 
great  plenty  and  hofpitality.  It  is  true,  our 
meat  and  wine  is  cheaper  here,  as  it  is  always 
in  the  pooreft  countries,  becaufe  there  is  no  mo- 
ney to  pay  for  them.  I  believe  tfeere  are  not  in 
this  whole  city  three  gentlemen  out  of  employ- 
ment, who  are  able  to  give  entertainments  once 
a-month.  Thofe  *ho  are  in  employments  of 
church  or  (late,  are  three  parts  in  four  from 
England,  and  amount  to  little  more  than  a  do- 
zen: Thofe  indeed  may  once  or  twice  invite 
their  friends,  or  any  perfon  of  diftin£Hon  that 
makes  a  voyage  hither.  All  my  acquaintance 
tell  me,  they  know  not  above  three  families 
•where  they  can  occasionally  dine  in  a  whole  year. 
Dr  Delany  is  the  only  gentleman  I  know,  who 
keeps  one  certain  day  in  the  week  to  entertain 
feven  or  eight  friends  at  dinner,  and  to  pafs  the 
evening  5  where  there  is  nothing  of  excefs,  ei- 
ther in  eating  or  drinking.  Our  old  friend  South* 
ern  (who  hath  juft  left  us)  was  invited  to  dinner, 
once  or  twice  by  a  judge,  a  bifliop,  or  a  com- 
mifiipner  of  the  revenues  j  but  mod  frequented 
a  few  particular  friends,  and  chiefly  the  Do&or, 
•who  is  eafy  in  his  fortune,  and  very  hofpitable. 
The  conveniencies  of  taking  the  air,  winter  or 
fummer,  do  far  exceed  thofe  in  London.  For 
the  two  large  (brands  juft  at  two  ends  of  the 
toxvn,  are  as  firm  and  dry  in  winter  as  in  fum- 
jner.  There  are  at  Icaft^x  or  eight  gentlemen 

of 
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of  fenfe,  learning,  good-humour,  and  tafte,  able 
and  defirous  to  pleafe  you  ;  and  orderly  females, 
fome  of  the  batter  fort,  to  take  care  of  you. 
Thefe  were  the  motives  that  I  have  frequently 
made  ufe  of  to  entice  you  hither.  And  there 
would  be  no  failure  among  the  beft  people  here, 
of  any  honours  that  could  be  done  you.  As  to 
myfelf,  I  declare,  my  health  is  fo  uncertain  that 
I  dare  not  venture  among  you  at  prefent.  I 
hate  the  thoughts  of  London,  where  I  am  not 
rich  enough  to  live  otherwife  than  by  fhifting, 
which  is  now  too  late.  Neither  can  I  hav.e  con- 
>eniencies  in  the  country  for  three  horfes  and 
two  fervants,  and  many  others,  which  I  have 
here  at  hand.  I^arn  one  of  the  governors  of  all 
the  hackney-coaches,  calls,  and  carriages  round 
this  town,  who  dare  not  infulf  me,  like  your 
rafca*tly  waggoners  or  coachmen,  but  give  me  the 
•way  :  Nor  is  there  one  lord  or  'fquire  for  a  hun- 
dred of  your's,  to  turn  me  out  of  the  road,  or 
run  over  me  with  their  coaches  and  fix.  Thus 
I  make  fome  advantage  of  the  public  poverty ; 
and  give  you  the  reafons  for  what  I  once  writ, 
why  I  chufe  to  be  a  freeman  among  Haves,  rather 
than  a  Have  among  freemen.  Then  I  walk  the 
ftreets  in  peace  without  being  juftled,  nor  ev;  i 
without  a  thoufand  blefiings  from  my  friends, 
the  vulgar.  I  am  Lord  Mayor  of  120  houfes,  I 
am  abfolute  lord  of  the  greateft  cathedral  in  the 
kingdom,  am  at  peace  with  the  neighbouring  prin- 
ces, the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  the  Archbi- 
iliop  of  Dublin  ;  only  the  latter,  like  the  King  of 

France* 
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France,  fometimes  attempts  incroachments  on 
my  dominions,  as  old  Lewis  did.  upon  Lorrain. 
In  the  midft  of  this  raillery,  I  can  tell  you,  with 
ferioufnefs,  that  thefe  advantages  contribute  to 
my  eafe,  and  therefore  I  value  them.  And  in 

one  part  of  your  letter  relating  to  my  Lord  B 

and  yourfelf,  you  agree  with  me  entirely,  about 
the*indifference,  the  love  of  quiet,  the "  care  of 
health,  &c.  that  grow  upon  men  in  years.  And 
if  you  difcover  thofe  inclinations  in  my  Lord  and 
yourfelf,  what  can  you  expect  from  me,  whofe 
healtlvis  fo  precarious?  and  yet,  at  yeur  or  his 
time  of  life,  I  could  have  leaped  over  tl 


LETTER     DXLIV, 

MISS  KELLY    TO   DR   SWIFT 
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DEAR  SIR,  Brijlol,  JuIyS.  1733. 

I  CANNOT  exprefs  how  much  pleafure  your 
letter  gave  me-,  to  fay  that  it  furpaffed 
the  anxiety  your  filence  gave  me,  is  all  the  de- 
fcription  I  am  able  to  make.  Indeed  I  had  a 
thoufand  fears  about  you ;  your  health  was  my 
firft-  care,  and  yet  I  thought,  that  the  gods  mutt 
take  care  of  Cato  i  but  I  too  fearfully  apprehend- 
ed that  the  whole  club  had  quite  forgotten  the 
mod  unworthy  member  that  ever  entered  into 
theirfociety.  'For  though  you  writ  to  others, 
vour "hands' were  ufelefs  to  me;  and  of  all  our 
little  fct  «one  remained  unbleffed  "but  myfelfj 

but 
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tut  as  your  letter  has  made  me  full  amends  for 
every  thing  befide,  I  muft  be  lavifh  in  my  thanks. 

I  am  apt  to  believe  that  I  really  died  on  the 
road,  as  it  was  reported ;  for  I  am  certainly  not 
the  fame  creature  I  once  was  ;  for  I  am  grown 
fonder  of  reading  than  of  any  other  amufement, 
and  except  when  health  calls  me  on  horfeback, 
I  find  my  only  joys  at  home  ;  but  my  life  indeed 
has  received  great  addition  in  its  pleafures,  by 
Mrs  Rooke's  being  fo  good  to  come  down  to  me ; 
(he  has  all  the  qualities  that  can  make  an  agree- 
able companion  and  friend  :  We  live  together 
without  form,  but  have  all  the  complacence  for 
each  other  that  true  friendfhip  infpires.  You  are 
fenfible  that  two  people  cannot  always  like  the 
fame  thing  :  This  we  make  eafy,  by  following 
our  inclinations  ;  for  if  fhe  likes  to  walk,  (he 
walks,  and  I  <lo  whatever  I  like  better.  Would 
to  God  you  were  with  us  to  complete  our  hap- 
pinefs.  I  had  a  letter  from  Mrs  Cleland  to  in- 
quire about  you ;  (he  fays,  (lie  hears  you  are  co- 
ming to  England  :  Surely  if  you  were,  you  would 
tell  me  io  5  for  few  things  in  life  .could  give 
me  more  true  delight  than  the  (ight  of  you. 

You  are  extremely  good  to  enter  into  my  af- 
fairs:  All  marks  you  give  me  of  yourfriendfliip, 
increafes  my  efleem  for  you,  and  makes  me  bear 
the  common  rubs  of  life  with  patience.  I  have 
really  been  often  tempted  to  let  you  into  all  my 
fecrets  -,  but  the  thought  that  you  only  could  re- 
ceive uneafmefs  from  them,  and  that  even  your 
advice  could  not  remove  the  lead  painful  of 

VOL.  XVII.  F  them, 
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them,  hindered  me  from  it :  For  to  thofe  I  beft 
]ove  I  (till  remain  upon  thefe  heads  referved. 
Indeed  the  caufe  of  my  complaints  is  of  fuch  a 
nature,  that  it  cannot  well  be  told.  The  unhap- 
py life  of  a  near  relation  mult  give  one  a  pain  in 
the  very  repeating  of  it,  that  cannot  be  defcribed. 
For  furely  to  be  the  daughter  of  a  Colonel  Char- 
tres,  muft,  to  a  rational  being,  give  the  greateft 
anxietyi  for  who  would  have  a  father  at  feventy 
publicly  tried  for  an  attempt  of  a  rape  ?  Such  a 
Duldnea  del  Tobofoy  is  mocking,  I  think.  For  if 
a  man  muft  do  wrong,  he  fhould  aim  a  little 
higher  than  the  enjoyment  of  a  kitchen-maid, 
that  he  finds  obftmately  virtuous.  In  fhort,  dear 
Sir,  I  have  been  fool  enough  to  let  fuch  things 
make  an  impreflion  on  me,  which,  fpite  of  good 
conftitution,  much  fpirits,  and  ufing  a  great 
deal  of  exercife,  has  brought  me  to  what  1  am. 
"Were  I  without  a  mother,  (I  mean,  had  I  loft 
her  in  my  infancy,  and  not  known  her  goodnefs), 
I  could  {till  better  have  borne  the  fteps  that  were 
taken  ;  but  whillt  I  faw  how  lavifh  he  was  upon 
his  dirty  wenchesj  I  had  frequent  accounts  that 
my  mother  was  half  ftarved  abroad.  She 
brought  him  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  fortune, 
and  having  borne  fevere  ufage  for  near  twenty 
years,  had  refolution  enough  to  part  with  him, 
and  chofe  to  take  two  hundred  and  ft  fly  pounds 
per  annum  feparate  maintenance,  rather  than  bear 
any  longer :  And  as  (he  could  not  live  here  up- 
on fuch  an  income,  (he  has  banifhed  herfelf,  and 

'lives  retired  in   a  country-town  in  France. 

His 
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His  late  letters  tome  have  been  Hnd,  and  hither- 
to he  has  fupplied  me  well ;  but  in  his  laft,  he 
tells  me,  he  ihall  not  fee  me  till  September. 

What  you  fay  is  perfectly  right,  and  I  propofe 
returning  to  the  club  as  foon  as  my  health  will 
permit  me  :  but  how  long  this  may  prove,  I  know 
not;  for  I  muft  Hill  purfue  this  cruel  God  *  that 
flies  me. 

1  fhall  go  from  hence,  I  believe,  in  a  week  ; 
for  Lane  only  pours  down  medicines  for  the 
fake  of  the  apothecary,  and  though  he  reaps  the 
benefit  of  them,  I  receive  none  j  and  as  he  has 
not  allowed  me  to  drink  the  waters  thefe  three 
weeks,  I  can  have  no  bufmefs  here  •,  fo  fhall  fol- 
low Rolling's  advice,  and  remove  to  Kenfington 
or  Hampftead  with  the  utmoft  expedition  -,  there- 
fore I  mufl  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  inclofe  your 
letters  for  me,  to  William  Cleland,  Efq;  commif- 
fioner  of  taxes  in  St  Stephen's  Court,  Weftmin- 
fter.  I  have  difobeyed  orders  in  writing  fo  long 
a  letter  ;  but  I  will  not  do  this  again  :  So  now  be 
fo  good  to  excufe  the  tedioufnefs  of,  Sir,  your 
moil  obliged,  and  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 
.FRANCES  ARABELLA  KELLY. 
Write  to  me  as  often  as  you  can,  and  make  my 

compliments  to  all  friends. 
Mrs  Pendarves  is  gone  down  with  Lady  Wey- 
mouth,  whofe  fortune  was  five  thoufand 
pounds,  and  has  for  jointure  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  a-year,  and  five  hundred  a- 
year  pin-money. 

F2  LETTER 

•  The  God  of  Health  poetically  expreffed. 
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LETTER      DLXV. 

LADY  B .  G TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Knole,  gth  July  1733. 

NOW,  fays  parfon  Swift *,  what  the  devil 
makes  this  woman  write  to  me  with  this 
filthy  white  ink  ?  I  cannot  read  a  word  of  it, 
without  more  trouble  than  her  filly  fcribble  is 
worth.  Why,  fay  I  again  :  Ay,  it  is  the  women 
are  always  accufed  of  having  bad  writing  imple- 
ments j  but,  to  my  comfort  be  it  fpoke,  this  is 
his  Grace  my  Lord  Lieutenant's  ink.  My  bu- 
reau at  Loadon  is  fo  well  furnifhed,  and  his 
Grace  and  his  fecretnry  make  fo  much  ufe  of  it, 
that  they  are  often  obliged  to  give  half  a  crown, 
that  I  may  not  run  out  my  eftate  in  paper.  It 
is  very  happy  when  a  go-between  pleafes  both 
{ides,  and  I  am  very  well  pleafed  with  my  office} 
for  his  Grace  is  delighted  that  it  was  in  his  power 
to  oblige  you.  So  treve  de  compliment.  Since  I 
have  declared  my  paffion  again.il  a  bifhop  and  a 
parfon,  it  is  but  fair  I  fhould  tell  you  the  (lory, 
whether  you  care  to  hear  it  or  not :  But  if  you 
do  not,  I  give  you  leave  not  to  mind  it,  for  now 
it  is  over,  I  am  calm  agairu 

As  to  the  |  bifliop,  I  know  neither  his  princi- 
ples nor  his  parts,  but  his  diocefe  is.  Peterborough; 

and 

•  The  name  fhc    called    the    Dean    by   in    the    ftanza 
irhich  foe  inferted  in  his  ballad  011 '  The  Game  of  Traffic* 
f  Dr  Robert  Claveriug. 
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and  having  a  fmall  park  in  Northamptonfhire, 
•which  I  had  a  mind  to  increafe  by  a  fmall  ad- 
dition, to  make  my  houfe  (land  in  the  middle  of 
it.  Three  {hillings  and  fixpence  worth  of  land, 
at  the  largeft  computation,  belongs  to  the  church; 
for  which  my  old  parfon  (who  flatters  me  black 
and  blue,  when  he  comes  from  a  Snnday  dinner, 
and  fays  he  loves  me  better  than  any  body  in 
the  world)  has  made  me  give  him  up,  in  lieu  of 
that  land,  a  houfe  and  ground  that  lets  for  408. 
a-year,  and  is  hardly  content  with  that,  but 
reckons  it  a  vaft.  favour.  And  the  biihop  has 
put  me  to  ten  times  more  charge  than  it  is  worth, 
by  fending  commiffioners  to  view  it,  and  making 
me  give  petitions,  and  dancing  me  through  his 
court ;  befides,  a  great  dinner  to  his  nafty  peo- 
ple. Now,  am  I  not  in  the  right  to  be  angry? 
But  perhaps  you  will  fay,  if  I  will  have  my 
fancies  I  mud  pay  for  them  ;  fo  I  will  fay  no 
more  about  it.  I  hear  poor  Mrs  Kelly  is  not 
near  fo  well  as  fhe  fays  j  and  a  gentleman  that 
came  from  Briftol,  fays  ilie  looks  dreadfully, 
and  fears  it  is  almoil  over  with  her,  and  that  no 
mortal  could  know  her :  So  ends  youth  and 
beauty  !  That  is  fuch  a  moral  reflection,  that, 
left  it  fhould  make  you  melancholy,  I  will  tell 
you  fomething  to  pleafe  you.  Your  old  friend 
Mrs  Floyd  is  perfectly  recovered.  I  think  I  have 
not  feen  her  fo  well  this  great  while  ;  but  winter 
is  always  her  bane,  fo  I  fliall  live  in  dread  of 
that. 

In  your  next  I  defire  to  know  what  I  am  in 
F  3  your 
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your  debt  for  my  fitter's  monument.     Adieu,  my 
dear,  good,  old,  beloved  friend. 


LETTER      DLXVI. 

MRS     PENDARVES     TO     DR     SWIFT. 

SIR,  Glocejler,  July  21.  1733* 

MAY  I  fay,  without  offending  you,  that  I 
was  overjoyed  at  the  honour  you  did  me 
in  anfwering  my  letter  ?  and  don't  call  me  formal, 
•when  I  aflure  you,  that  I  think  myfelf  made  hap- 
py by  fuch  a  diftindtion.  It  was  ftupidity  in  me 
not  to  let  you  know  where  to  addrefe  me,  but  I 
don't  recent  of  it ;  1  have,  by  that  means,  tried 
your  zeal ;  but  I  am  afraid  your  good  breeding,, 
more  than  your  inclination,  procured  me  that 
favour.  I  am  refolved  to  be  even  with  you  for 
•what  you  fay  about  my  writing,  and  will  write 
lienceforward  to  you  as  carelefsly  as  I  can  ;  if  it 
is  not  legible,  thank  yourfelf.  I  don't  wonder 
at  the  envy  of  the  ladies,  when  you  are  pleafed 
to  fpeak  of  me  with  fome  regard  ;  I  give  them 
leave  to  exercife  their  malice  on  an  occafion  that 
does  me  fo  much  honour.  I  proteft  I  am  not 
afraid  of  you,  and  would  appear  quite  natural 
to  you,  in  hopes  of  your  rewarding  my  opennefs 
and  fincerity  by  correcting  what  you  difapprove 
of.  And  fince  I  have  not  now  an  opportunity 
of  receiving  your  favours  of  pinching  and  beat- 
ing, make  me  amends  by  chiding  me  for  every 

word 
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word  that  is  falfe  fpelt,  and  for  my  bad  Englifh  \ 
you  fee  what  you  are  like  to  fuffer :  If  this 
promifes  you  too  much  trouble,  don't  give  me  fo 
much  encouragement  in  your  next  letter  ;  for, 
upon  fomething  in  your  lait,  I  have  almoft 
perfuaded  myfelf,  that  by  your  afliftance,  and 
my  own  earneft  defire,  I  may,  in  time,  be- 
come worthy  of  your  care.  Vanity  {lands  at  my 
elbow  all  this  while,  and  animates  me  by  a 
thoufand  agreeable  promifes  ;  without  her  en- 
couragement I  fhould  never  have  prefumed  to 
eorrefpond  with  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's.  Some 
fay  (he  is  a  mifchievous  companion  ;  I  fwear  fhe 
is  a  pleafant  one  :  You  muft  not  be  angry  with 
me  for  keeping  her  company  ;  for  I  had  very 
little  acquaintance  with  her  till  I  had  received 
feme  marks  of  your  favour. 

I  received  your  letter  but  a  little  while  before  I 
left  London  :  I  attended  Lord  and  Lady  Wey- 
mouth  down  to  Long-Leat,  and  left  them  with  a 
profpect  of  as  much  happinefs  as  matrimony  can 
give;  they  are  pleafed  with  one  another  at  prefent, 
and  I  hope  that  will  continue.  My  Lord  and  Lady 
Carteret  are  both  fatisfied  with  the  difpofal  of 
their  daughter  in  fo  advantageous  a  ftation. 
Common  report  wrongs  my  Lord  Weymouth ; 
for  which  reafon,  as  I  am  his  friend,  I  muft  tell 
you  his  good  qualities :  He  has  honour  and 
good-nature,  and  does  not  want  for  fenfe  ;  he 
loves  the  country,  and  inclines  a  little  too 
much  to  his  ftable  and  dog-kennel ;  but  he  keeps 
a  very  hofpitable  good  houfe,  and  is  always- 

ready 
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ready  to  relieve  thofc  in  diftrefs :  His  Lady  Dr 
Delany  can  give  you  a  character  of,  and  is  what 
I  believe  you  will  approve  of.  I  came  from 
Long-Leat  hil  Saturday,  and  am  now  at  Glocefter 
with  my  mother  and  fitter.  My  Lord  Bathurft 
was  here  "about  a  fortnight  ago  ;  I  was  forry  to 
mils  of  him  :  I  have  a  double  reafon  for  liking 
his  company.  He  has  made  me  promife  to  pay 
him  a  vifit  at  Oakly  Wood,  which  I  certainly 
will  do ;  I  fhall  with  great  resignation  fubmit  to 
any  punilhment  you  convey  through  his  hands. 
I  wilh  you  could  make  your  words  good,  and 
that  I  was  a  forcerefs  •,  I  {hould  then  fet  all  my 
charms  to  work  to  bring  you  to  England,  and 
fhould  expecl:  a  general  thankfgiving  for  employ- 
ing my  fpells  to  fo  good  a  purpofe.  The  Syren* 
has  lately  been  at  Oxford  -,  we  parted  very  unwil- 
lingly :  She  is  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  re- 
membering her  fo  favourably.  I  am  glad  Mr  Don- 
nellan  pleafes  you  ;  I  know  he  has  a  high  value 
for  you,  and  I  agree  with  you  in  thinking  him  a 
moft  deferving  young  man.  My  Lord  Larifdown 
is  much  at  your  fervice,  laments  the  days  that 
are  paft  ;  and  we  conflantly  drink  your  health  in 
champaign,  clear  as  your  thoughts,  and  fparkling 
as  your  wit.  Lord  and  Lady  Carteret,  and  my 
Lady  Woriley,  all  talk  kindly  of  you,  and  join 
their  wifhes  to  mine  for  your  coming  among  us. 
I  requeil  it  of  you  to  make  my  humble  fervice 
acceptable  to  thofe  friends  of  your's  that  are  fo 

good 

•  Perhaps  this  wa»  Mifs  Kel]y. 
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good  as  to  remember  me.     I  am,  Sir,  your  moft 
obliged  and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

Be  pleafed  to  direft  for  me  at  Mrs  Granville's* 
Glocefter. 


LETTER      DLXVIP. 

TO  THE  BISHOP  OP   CLOGHER  *. 
MY  LORD*  July,    1733. 

T  HAVE  been  often  told  by  fome  of  our  com- 
•*•  mon  acquaintance  that  you  have  fometimes 
expreflcd  your  wonder  that  I  never  waited  on* 
you  for  fome  years  part,  as  I  ufed  to  do  for  many 
years  before  ;  aijd  that  you  could  not  guefs  the 
reafon,  becaufe,  to  your  knowledge,  you  never 
once  difobliged  me.  As  nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  dropping  acquaintance  by  the  ufual 
occurrences  of  life,  without  any  fault  on  either 
fide,  I  never  intended  to  fay  or  think  any  thing 
of  the  matter,  until  a  late  proceeding  of  your's, 
which  no  way  relates  to  me,  pot  me  upon  a  de- 
fire  of  finding  matter  to  juftify  you  to  your  friends 
here,  as  well  as  to  myfelf ;  becaufe  I  always 
wilhed  you  well,  and  becaufe  I  have  been  more 
than  once  inftrumental  to  your  fervice.  When 
I  firft  came  acquainted  with  you,  we  were  both 
private  clergymen  in  a  neighbourhood  :  You 

wera 

•  Dr  John  Stearne. 

lH 
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were  afterwards  Chancellor  of  St  Patrick's  ;  then 
was  chofen  Dean,  in  which  eleftion  I  was  the 
moft  bufy  of  all  your  folicitors.     When  the  com- 
promife  was  made  between  the  government  and 
you,  to  make  you  eafy,  and  Dr  Synge  Chancel- 
lor,  you  abfolutely  and  frequently  promife.J    to 
give  me  the  curacy  of  St  Nicholas  Without : 
But  you  thought  fit,  by  concert  with  the  Arch. 
>ilhop,  to  hold  it  yourfelf,  and  apply  the  reve- 
nue to  build  another  church  ;  againft  which  it 
>ecame  me  to  fay  nothing,  being   a   party  con- 
:erned  and  injured,   although  it  was  generally 
thought  by  others,  as  well  as  myfelf,  that  it  was 
an  ill  and  dangerous  precedent  to  build  a  church 
with  the  revenue  of  the  minifter.     I  defire   no 
thanks  for  being  inftrumental  in  your  next  pro- 
motion, becaufe,   as  things  then   flood,  I  con- 
fulted  my  own  advantage.     However,  upon  the 
Queen's  death,  when  J  had  done  for  ever  with 
courts,  I  returned  to  refide  at  my  poft,  yet  with 
fome  kind  of  hopes  of  getting  fome  credit  with 
you  ;    very  unwifely  :  Becaufe,  upon  the  affair 
of  St  Nicholas,  I  had  told  you  frankly,   That  I 
would  always  refpea  you,  but  never  hope  for 
the  leaft  friendfhip   from  you.     But,  trying  to 
forget  all  former  treatment,  I  came  like  others 
to  your  houfe  ;  and,   Hnce  you   were  a   bifhop, 
have  once  or  twice  recommended  perfons  to  you, 
who  were  no  relations  or  friends  of  mine,  but 
merely  for  their  general  good  character :    Which 
availed  fo  little,   that  thofe  very  perfons  had  the 
greateft  fhare  of  your  negledh     I  then  gave  o- 

ver 
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ver  all  thoughts  of  being  inftrumental  to  place 
merit  and  virtue  under  your  protection  by  my 
recommendations  ,  and  as  I  was  ever  averie 
from  mingling  with  multitudes  and  ftrangers,  I 
forbore  by  degrees  to  be  a  partaker  of  your  ho- 
fpitality,  rather  than  purchafe  a  fhare  of  it  at  fo 
dear  a  rate.  This  is  the  hiftory  of  my  conduct 
with  regard  to  your  Lordfhip  :  And  it  is  now  a 
a  great  comfort  to  me,  that  I  acted  in  this  man- 
ner. For,  otherwife,  when  thefe  two  abomi- 
nable bills,  for  enflaving  and  beggaring  the  cler- 
gy, (which  took  their  birth  from  hell),  were 
upon  the  anvil,  if  I  had  found  your  Lordfhip's 
name  among  the  bifhops  who  would  have  turn- 
ed them  into  a  law,  I  might  have  been  apt  to 
difcover  fuch  marks  of  indignation,  horror,  and 
defpair,  both  in  words  and  deportment,  as  would 
have  ill  become  me  to  a  perfon  of  your  ftation. 
For  I  call  God  to  witnefs,  that  I  did  then,  and 
do  now,  and  (hall  for  ever  firmly  believe,  that 
every  bifhop,  who  gave  his  vote  for  either  of 
thefe  bills,  did  it  with  no  other  view  (bating 
further  promotion)  than  a  premeditated  defign, 
from  the  fpirit  of  ambition  and  love  of  arbitrary 
power,  to  make  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy 
their  flaves  and  vafTals  until  the  day  of  judge- 
ment, under  the  load  of  poverty  and  contempt. 
I  have  no  room  for  more  charitable  thoughts, 
except  for  thofe  who  will  anfwer  now,  as  they 
muft  at  tlyit  dreadful  day,  that  what  they  did 
was  out  of  perfect  ignorance,  want  of  confide- 
ration,  hope  of  future,  promotion^  (an  argument 

not 
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inot  to  be  conquered),  or  the  perfuafion  of  cun- 
•ninger  brethren  than  themfelves  ;  when  I  faw 
a  biihop,  whom  I  had  known  fo  many  years, 
fall  into  the  fame  fnare,  which  word  I  ufe  in 
partiality  to  your  Lordfliip.  Upon  this  open  a- 
vowed  attempt,  in  almoft  the  whole  bench,  to 
deftroy  the  church,  I  refolved  to  have  no  more 
commerce  with  perfons  of  fuch  prodigious  gran- 
deur, who  I  feared,  in  a  little  time,  would  ex- 
pect me  to  kifs  their  flipper.  It  is  happy  for  me 
that  I  know  the  perfons  of  very  few  bifhops,  and 
it  is  my  conftant  rule  never  to  look  into  a  coach  j 
by  which  I  avoid  the  terror  that  fuch  a  fight 
would  ftrike  me  with. 

In  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  I  told  your 
Lordftiip  of  a  defire  to  know  the  particulars  of 
a  late  proceeding,  which  is  in  the  mouths  of  ma- 
ny among  your  acquaintance,  from  fomeof  whom 
I  received  the  following  account.  That  you  have 
the  great  tythes  of  two  livings  in  your  diocefe, 
•which  were  let  to  fome  fanatic  knight,  whofe 
name  I  forget.  It  feems  you  felt  the  beginning 
of  a  good  motion  in  yourfelf,  which  was  to  give 
up  thofe  tithes  to  the  two  incumbents,  (the  fa- 
natic's leafe  being  near  out),  either  for  a  very 
fraall  referved  rent,  or  entirely,  provided  you 
could  do  fo  without  leflening  the  revenue  of  the 
fee.  And  the  condition  was,  that  your  tenants 
among  them  {hould  raife  the  rents  150!.  which 
•was  what  the  fanatic  paid  you  for  both  the  faid 
parifhes.  It  is  affirmed  that  Sir  Ralph  Gore, 
one  of  your  tenants,  much  approving  fo  generous 
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a  propofal,  engaged  to  prevail  on  the  tenants  to 
agree,  and  offered  a  large  advancement  of  his 
own  part.  The  matter  was  thus  fixed,  when 
fuddenly  you  changed  your  mind,  and  renewed 
the  leafe  to  the  fame  fanatic  for  300!.  fine.  The 
reafons  of  this  fingular  action  are  faid  to  be  two: 
The  firft  is,  That  you  declared  you  wanted 
power  to  refift  the  temptation  of  fuch  a  fine"; 
the  other,  That  you  were  diiTuaded  from  it  by 
fome  of  your  brethern,  as  an  example  very  dan- 
gerous, and  of  ill  confequence,  if  it  mould  be 
followed  by  others.  This  lafl  I  do  not  in  the 
lead  wonder  at,  becaufe  fuch  advice  is  of  the 
fame  leaven  with  the  two  enflaving  and  beggar- 
ing bills.  I  profefs  to  your  Lordfmp,  that  I 
have  no  other  motive  in  defiring  to  be  fatisfied 
upon  this  point  than  a  refolution  to  juftify  you 
to  the  world,  as  far  as  the  truth  will  give  me 
power.  I  am,  £sV. 


LETTER      DLXVIU. 

LORD  MAYOR  OF  LONDON  *  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Goldfmitbs-hall,  Aug.  6.  1733. 

I  THANK  you  heartily  for  your  kind  and  affec- 
tionate letter,  and  I  beg  your  pardon  for  npt 
anf\vering  it  feoner. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  I  had  the  happinefs  of 
learning  honed  principles  early,  from  a  fet  of 
VOL.  XVII.  G  great 

*  Alderman  Barber. 
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great  men,  who  will  ever  be  an  honour  ami  ,\n 
ornament  to  their  country  :  And  it  is  my  greet- 
ed glory,  that  in  the  late  affair  of  the  Lxciie 
Bill  (though  I  did  nothing  but  my  duty,  and 
what  every  honeft  man  in  my  ftation  would  have 
done)  I  adted  confiftent  with  thofe  honeft  prin- 
ciples, and  that  my  enemies,  as  well  as  friends, 
have  generally  approved  my  conduct.  And  be- 
lieve me,  Sir,  I  fpeak  it  with  great  fincerity, 
that  when  I  confider  how  fparingly  you  and  fome 
other  friends,  have  been  of  your  praifes,  your 
approbation  affords  me  the  greateft  pleafure  i- 
maginable,  as  it  gives  me  that  inward  peace  of 
rnind,  which  the  \\hole  world  could  not  pur- 
chafe. 

My  Lord  Orrery's  amiable  qualities  muft  make 
him  the  delight  of  all  with  you,  as  he  is  truly  fo 
with  us  ;  and  when  he  comes  over,  your  lofs  will 
be  our  gain,  as  the  proverb  fays. 

I  know  nothing  of  Mr  Pilkington's  affairs  or 
expences;  what  the  city  allows  him  is  never 
paid  till  the  end  of  the  year:  I  have  prefen  ted 
him  at  twice  with  forty  pounds,  which  I  deiigu 
to  make  fifty ;  which  fum  has  but  one  prece- 
dent :  Generally  they  have  but  thirty  of  the  May- 
or. His  behaviour  is  very  well,  and  he  is  gene- 
rally cfteemed. 

I  fhall  have  great  regard  to  your  recommenda- 
tions in  favour  of  Mrs  Barber,  and  {hall  not  fail 
of  doing  her  any  fervice  in  my  power.  I  have 
been  thought  to  be  a  lucky  man  ;  but  this  year 
fortune  has  been  my  foe t  for  I  have  no  death  hap- 
pened 
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pened  in  my  year  (a  fidler  excepted)  yet,  nor 
have  made  500!.  in  all.  But  my  friends  fay  it  is 
made  up  in  fame. 

1  am  very  forry  your  ill  health  continues ;  for 
I  nattered  myfelf  with  being  very  happy  with 
you  and  fome  friends,  on  the  important  fubje£l 
of  tho  Cap  of  Maintenance,  Cuftard,  the  Sword, 
and  many  other  laudable  things  in  the  Lord 
r's  houfe  j  and  I  yet  hope  to  have  that  fe- 
;  for  there  arc  three  months  to  come  ;  and 
v-'ho  knows  what  may  happen  in  that  time  ?  Nay, 
1  don't  defpair  of  feeing  you  fettled  with  your 
friends  here,  before  we  are  many  years  older. 
Don't  ftart !  ftranger  things  have  happened  very 
lately. 

I  \vas  lately  honoured  at  dinner  with  the  Lords 
Bolingbroke,  Cartertt,  Winchelfea,  Gower,  and 
Mr  Pulteney  ;  and  among  other  things,  your 
name  was  mentioned,  and  Lord  Carteret  inftant- 
ly  toafltd  your  health;  and  you  were  the  fuhjeft 
of  converfation  for  an  hour.  I  (hewed  them 
your  letter.  I  dare  not  mention  what  paffed, 
becaufe  I  know  I  fhall  offend  your  modefty  ; 
only  one  thing  I  will  venture  to  repeat,  That 
they  all  fwore,  that  if  ever  the  windfhould  change, 
they  would  not  long  be  deprived  of  the  greateft 
genius  of  the  age.  The  converfation  turning  on 
another  fubjecr.,  Lord  Carteret  pulled  me  to  the 
window,  and  bade  me  tell  you,  that  he  loved  and 
honoured  you,  and  fo  you  fhould  find  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  and  that  he  toafted  your  health.  This 

is  literally  true,  upon  the  honour  of  a . 

G2  I 
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I  dined  yefterday  with  Lord  Bolingbroke  on- 
ly, he  complains  you  don't  write  to  him:  He 
is  well. 

They  fay  you  are  making  intereft  for  my  bro- 
ther of  Dublin  to  be  a  member  of  parliament ; 
pray  come  over,  and  do  the  fame  for  me,  and 
have  the  credit  of  both.  My  brother  behaves 
himfelf  well  *,  I  hear  5  if  k  is  proper,  my  feryice 
to  him. 

What  you  tell  Mr  Pilkington  of  my  fpeaking 
di f re fped fully  of  the  Irifh  is  falfe  and  fcandalous; 
I  never  ufed  fuch  an  expreflion  in  my  life  :  I  ap- 
peal to  all  my  acquaintance.  I  love  the  Irifh. 

Pray  God  reftore  your  health  ;  and  believe  me 
always,  with  gratitude,  your  mod  obedient  hum- 
ble fervant, 

JOHN  BARBER, 


LETTER     DLXIX. 

MISS  KELLY    TO  DR  SWIFT. 

London,  Aug.   12.  1733. 

I  AM  truly  forry,  my  dear  Sir,-  that  I  have  not 
heard  from  you  fo  long 5  but  am  much  more 
concerned  with  Barber's  account  of  your  being 
not  as  well  as  I  wifh  you.     For  God's  fake,  try 
the  change  of  air,  and  let  not  any  other  attach- 
ment 

•  This  was  Alderman  French,  an  ironmonger,  fup- 
pofc-d  by  Dr  Swift,  and  all  oth«ys,  to  be  the  greateft  m^i- 
iirate  that  ever  lived  in  any  age  or  nation- 
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merit  than  your  health  employ  your  thoughts. 
Confider  how  dear  you  are  to  your  friends  ;  but 
if  that  won't  do,  let  the  deteftation  you  muft  feel, 
from  giving  pleafure  to  the  unworthy,  make  you 
careful  of  yourfelf.  Indeed  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
make  you  fenfible,  that  you  are  valued  by  all  that 
have  a  tafte,  for  merit;  and  I  fhouM  be  very 
much  pleafed,  if  you  would  think  you  owe  fo 
much  to  them,  that  you  would,  for  their  fakes, 
preferve  yourfelf.  Believe  me,  Sir,  illnefsisnot 
to  be  trilled  with  :  I  can  fpeak  on  this  fubje£l  as 
ail  experienced  perfon  ;  and  I  earneftly  intreat 
you  to  take  remedies  in  time.  Forgive  my  im- 
pertinence, and  be  allured  that  none  is  more 
truly  zealous  for  your  welfare,  than  your, 

F.  A.  KELLY. 


L     E    T    T    E    R      DLXX.  , 

BR  SWIFT   TO   THE  EARL   OF   ORRERT. 


MY  LORD,  ///«,       ltg.  2O.    1733. 

I  LATELY  received  a  letter  from  Mrs  Barber, 
wherein  fhe  defires  my  opinion  about  dedi- 
cating her  poems  to  your  Lordfliip  ;    and  feems 
in  pain  ta  know  how  far  (he  may  be  allowed  to 
draw  youc  character,  which  is  a  right  claimed  by 
-all  dedicators  :    And  (he  thinks  this  the  more  in- 
cumbent on  her,    from  'the  furprifmg  iiiflanccs 
of  your  generofity  and  favour  that  fhe  hath  al- 
ready received,  and  which  fhe  hath  been  fo  un— 
G  3  fafnionable 
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fafhionable  to  publifh  where-ever  fhe  goes.  This 
makes  her  apprehend,  that  all  (he  can  fay  to  your 
Liordfhip's  advantage,  will  be  interpreted  as  the 
mere  effect  of  flattery,  under  the  ftyle  and  title 
of  gratitude. 

I  fent  her  word,  that  I  could  be  of  no  fervice 
to  her  upon  this  article  :  yet  I  confefs,  my  Lord, 
that  all  thofe  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  her,  will  impute  her  encomiums  to  a  fin- 
cere,  but  overflowing  fpirit  of  thankfulnefs,  as 
well  as  to  the  humble  opinion  fhe  hath  of  her- 
felf.  Although  the  world  in  general  may  poffibly 
continue  in  its  ufual  fentiments,  and  lift  her  in 
the  common  herd  of  dedicators. 

Therefore,  upon  the  moft  mature  deliberation, 
I  concluded,  that  the  office  of  fetting  out  your 
Lordfhip's  character,  will  not  come  properly  from 
her  pen,  for  her  own  reafons ;  I  mean  the  great 
favours  you  have  already  conferred  on  her  :  and 
God  forbid,  that  your  character  fhould  not  have  a 
much  flronger  fupport.  You  are  hourly  gaining 
the  love,  efteem,  and  refpe£l  of  wife  and  good 
men  :  And  in  due  time,  if  Mrs  Barber  can  have 
but  a  little  patience,  you  will  bring  them  all  over, 
in  both  kingdoms,  to  a  man  :  I  confefs  the  num- 
ber is  not  great ;  but  that  is  not  your  Lordfhip's 
fault,  and  therefore,  in  reafon,  you  ought  to  be 
contented. 

Iguefs  the  topics  fhe  intends  to  infifl  on  ;  your 
learning,  your  genius,  your  affability,  generofity, 
the  love  you  bear  to  your  native  country,  and  your 
companion  for  this :  The  goodnefs  of  your  na- 
ture, 
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ture,  your  humility,  modefty,  and  condefcenfion ; 
your  moil  agreeable  converfation,  fuited  to  all 
tempers,  conditions,  and  underftandings ;  per- 
haps fhe  may  be  fo  weak  to  add  the  regularity 
of  your  life  •,  that  you  believe  a  God  and  Provi- 
dence;  that  you  are  a  firm  Chriftianj  according 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  church  eftablifhed  in  both 
kingdoms. 

Thefe,  and  other  topics,  I  imagine  Mrs  Bar- 
ber defigns  to  infill  on,  in  the  dedication  of  her 
poems  to  your  Lordfhip  ;  but  I  think  fhe  will 
better  fhew  her  prudence  by  omitting  them  all. 
And  yet,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  difapprove  of  her 
ambition,  fo  juftly  placed  in  the  choice  of  a  pa- 
tron ;  and  at  the  fame  time  declare  my  opinion, 
that  fhe  deferveth  your  protection  on  account  of 
her  wit  and  good  fenfe,  as  well  as  of  her  huma- 
nity, her  gratitude,  and  many  other  virtues.  I 
have  read  mofl  of  her  poems  ;  and  believe  your 
Lordfhip  will  obferve,  that  they  generally  con- 
tain fomething  new  and  ufeful,  tending  to  the 
reproof  of  feme  vice  or  folly,  or  recommending 
fome  virtue.  She  never  writes  on  a  fubject  with 
general  unconnected  topics,  but  always  with  a 
fcheme  and  method  of  driving  to  fome  particu- 
lar end  ;  wherein  many  writers  in  verfe,  and  of 
fome  diflin£lion,  are  fo  often  known  to  fail.  In 
fhort,  fhe  feemeth  to  have  a  true  poetical  genius, 
better  cultivated  than  could  well  be  expected,  ei- 
ther from  her  fex,  or  the  fcene  (he  hath  acted  in, 
as  the  wife  of  a  citizen  :  Yet  I  am  aflured,  that 
no  woman  was  ever  more  ufeful  to  her  hufband 
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in  the  way  of  bufmefs.  Poetry  hath  only  been 
her  favourite  amufement  ;  for  which  (lie  hath 
one  qualification,  that  I  wifh  all  good  poets  pof- 
fefied  a  (hare  of,  I  mean,  that  fhe  is  ready  to 
take  advice,  and  fubmit  to  have  her  verfes  cor- 
recled  by  thofe  who  are  generally  allowed  to  be 
the  bed  judges. 

I  have,  at  her  intreaty,  fufFered  her  to  take  a 
copy  of  this  letter,  and  given  her  the  li'nerty  to 
make  it  public:  For  which  I  ought  to  defire  your 
Lordlhip's  pardon  :  But  Ihe  was  of  opinion  it 
might  do  her  foine  fervice,  and  therefore  I  com- 
plied. I  am,  my  Lord,  with  the  trued  efteem 
and  refpe£t,  your  Lordfhip's  moil  obedient  {er- 
rant, 

JONATHAN  SWIFT. 


LETTER    DLXXI. 

Sept.   I.  1733. 

I  HAVE  every  day  wifhed  to  write  to  you,  to 
fay  a  thoufand  things  ;  and  yet,  I  think,  I 
fhould  not  have  writ  to  you  now,  if  I  was  not 
fick  of  writing  any  thing,  fick  of  myfcJf,  and 
(what  is  worfe)  fick  of  my  friends  too.  The 
world  is  become  too  bufy  for  me  ;  every  body  is 
fo  concerned  for  the  public,  that  all  private  en- 
joyments are  loft  or  difrelifhed.  I  write  more 
to  fhew  vou  I  am  tired  of  this  life,  than  to  tell 
you  any  thing  relating  to  it.  Ilive  as  I  did,  I 
think  as  1  did,  I  love  you  as  I  did  :  But  all  thefe 

ate 
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are  to  no  purpofe  -,  the  world  will  not  live,  think, 
or  love,  as  1  do.  I  am  troubled  for,  and  vexed 
at  all  my  friends  by  turns-  Here  are  fome 
whom  you  love,  and  who  love  you  •,  yet  they  re- 
ceive no  proofs  of  that  affection  from  you,  and 
they  give  none  of  it  to  you.  There  is  a  great 
gulf  between.  In  earneft,  I  would  go  a  thoufand 
milesby  land  to  fee  you,  but  the  fea  1  dread.  My 
ailments  are  fuch,  that  I  really  believe  a  fea-fick- 
nefs  (confidering  tlie  oppreffion  of  colical  pains, 
and  the  great  weaknefs  of  my  bread)  would  kill 
me  :  And  if  I  did  not  die  of  that,  1  mud  of  the 
exceffive  eating  and  drinking  of  your  hofpitable 
town,  and  the  exceffive  flattery  of  your  moft  po- 
etical country.  I  hate  to*be  crammed,  either 
•way.  Let  your  hungry  poets  and  your  rhyming 
poets  digeft  it,  I  cannot.  I  like  much  better  to 
be  abufed  and  half  ftarved,  than  to  be  fo  over- 
praifed  and  over-fed.  Drown  Ireland  !  for  ha- 
virrg  caught  you,  and  for  having  kept  you.  I 
'only  referve  a  little  charity  for  her,  for  knowing 
your  value,  and  efteeming  you.  You  are  the 
only  patriot  I  know,  who  is  not  hated  for  ferving 
his  country.  The  man  who  drew  your  character, 
and  printed  it  here,  was  not  much  in  the  wrong 
in  many  things  he  faid  of  you  :  Yet  he  was  a 
very  impertinent  fellow,  for  faying  them  in 
words  quite  different  from  thofe  you  had  your- 
felf  employed  before  on  the  fame  fubjecl: :  For 
furely  to  alter  your  words  is  to  prejudice  them  ; 
and  I  have  been  told,  that  a  man  himfelf  can 
hardly  fay  the  fame  thing  twice  over  with  equ»l 

hagpinefs  j 
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happinefs ;  nature  is  fo  much  a  better  thing  than 
artifice. 

I  have  written  nothing  this  year.  It  is  no  af- 
fectation to  tell  you  my  mother's  lofs  has  turn- 
ed my  frame  of  thinking.  The  habit  of  a  \vhole 
life  is  a  llronger  thing  than  all  the  reafon  in  the 
•world.  I  know  I  ought  to  be  eafy  and  to  be 
free-,  but  I  am  dejected,  I  am  confined:  My  whole 
arrmfement  is  in  reviewing  my  part  life,  not  in 
laying  plane  for  my  future,  I  wifh  you  cared  as 
little  for  popular  applaufe  as  I  j  as  little  for  any 
nation,  in  contradiitinftion  to  others,  as  I :  and 
then  I  fancy,  you  are  not  afraid  of  the  feaj  you 
that  are  a  itronger  man  at  fixty  than  ever  I  was 
at  twenty,  would  come  ami  fee  feveral  people, 
who  are,  (at  laft),  like  the  primitive  Chriftians, 
of  one  foul  and  of  one  mind.  The  day  is  come, 
which  I  have  often  wifhed,  but  never  thought  to 
fee,  when  «  every  mortal  that  I  efleem,  is  of  the 
*  fame  fentiments  in  politics  and  in  religion.' 

Adieu.  AH  you  love  are  your's;  but  all  are 
bufy,  except  (dear  Sir)  your  fincere  friend. 


LETTER      DLXXII. 

MRS  DONNELLAN   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

SIK,  London,   Sept.  22.  1733. 

KNowiNG  your  great  elleem  and  tendernefs 
for  Mils  Kelly,   and  that  there  is  no  one 
whom  fhe  has  fo  high  an  opinion  of,   or  whofe 

advice 
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advice  would  fway  fo  much  with  her,  I  can't  for- 
bear letting  you  know  my  thoughts  about  her  at 
this  time ;  that  I  think  fhe  wants  the  afliitance 
and  counfel  of  her  bdl  and  wifeft  friend.  As 
(he  has  been  fo  good  to  diftinguifh  me  amongll 
her  female  acquaintance,  and  tc  fhew  more  con- 
fidence than  in  any  other,  I  think  I  can  better 
tell  her  mind  :  But  as  fhe  has  a  natural  clofe- 
nefs,  I  judge  chiefly  by  hints  ;  for  1  believe  fhe 
does  not  open  herfelf  entirely  to  any  one.  Her 
health  I  think  in  a  much  worfe  way  than  when 
flic  came  to  London  :  She  has  dill  a  flow  fever, 
a  violent  cough,  great  and  almoft  continual 
ficknefs  in  her  ftojnach,  and  added  to  all  thefe, 
a  very  great  dejeftion  of  fpirit  ;  which  laft,  I 
can't  but  think,  proceeds  in  a  good  meafure  from 
difcontent  and  uneafinefs  of  mind  ;  and  the  phy- 
ficians  are  of  the  fame  opinion.  I  have  endea- 
voured, by  all  the  means  I  could  think  of,  to 
find  out  the  caufe,  hoping,  that  if  it  were  known, 
it  might,  by  the  affiftance  of  friends,  be  remedied. 
I  know  when  a  young  perfon  fhews  any  difcon- 
tent, people  are  apt  to  imagine  there  can  be  no 
caufe  for  it  but  a  difappointment  in  love  ;  I  really 
think  that  is  not  Mifs  Kelly's  cafe ;  I  have  tried 
her  to  the  uttermoft  on  that  fubjett,  and  I  can't 
find  fhe  has  any  attachment  to  any  particular 
perfon,  but  that  the  whole  world,  except  a  few- 
friends,  is  indifferent  to  her  :  But  what  I  take  her 
prefent  uneafinefs  to  proceed  from,  is  the  un^~ 
kindnefs  in  general  of  her  parents,  and  the  fear 
of  not  being  fupportcd  by  her  father  in  the  way 

fhe 


«4  DEAN    SWIFT'S 

{he  likes,  and  as  her  prefent  bad  flate  of  health 
indeed  requires.  She  has  a  high  fpirit,  and  can't 
bear  to  be  obliged  to  her  friends,  and  me  has  not 
been  much  ufed  to  management.  She  is  here  - 
in  a  very  expenfive  way  with  her  ficknefs,  her 
fervants,  and  her  horfes  ;  and  I  believe  (he  would 
be  greatily  mortified,  after  appearing  in  this 
manner,  to  be  obliged  to  fall  below  it :  at  the 
fame  time  {he  has  reafon  to  fear  from  her  father's 
behaviour,  that  he  thinks  little  of  her,  and  will 
not  fupport  her  in  it :  She  has  not  heard  from 
him  thefe  two  months  ;  and  the  letters  fhe  had 
from  him  at  Briftol  were  warning  her  not  to 
marry  without  his  confent,  enjoining  her  not  to 
go  to  public  places,  and,  above  all,  to  fpend  little 
money  ;  very  odd  fubjects  to  one  in  her  condi- 
tion. Now,  what  I  would  beg  of  you,  Sir,  is  to 
endeavour  to  find  out  what  are  his  refolutions 
in  relation  to  her,  and  if  there  be  any  one  that 
has  an  influence  over  him,  to  get  him  to  con- 
vince him,  that  his  child's  life  is  in  the  greateft 
danger  ;  and  then,  perhaps,  he  may  not  think  his 
time  and  money  ill  employed  to  fave  it.  If  at 
the  fame  time,  Sir,  you  would  join  your  good 
advice  to  lier,  I  believe  it  might  be  of  great  ufe, 
either  to  make  her  bear,  with  lefs  uneafinefs,  the 
ills  of  this  life,  or,  if  it  pleafes  God  to  take  her 
from  us,  to  prepare  her  for  another  and  a  better. 
Her  humour  is  much  changed  ;  her  fpirits  are 
low  ;  and,  upon  every  little  difappointment,  her 
paflio-v,  rife  high  :  You  know,  Sir,  how  beft  to 
apply  thefe.  She  is  at  Hampftcad  quite  alone; 
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and  although  her  physicians-  defire  much  fhe 
Ihould  come  to  town,  {lie  cannot  be  prevailed  on 
to  think  of  it  :  me  defires  to  be  alone  :  even  Mrs 
Rooke,  and  1  whom  {he  calls  her  beft  friends, 
are  troublefome  to  her.  I  believe  I  need  not  tell 
you,  Sir,  that  I  defire  this  letter  may  be  a  fecret, 
and  efpecmlly  to  the  perfon  concerned.  If  you 
haye  any  thing  to  tell  me,  that  can  be  of  ufe  on 
this  fubjecV,  and  will  honour  me  with  your  com- 
mands, direct,  if  you  pleafe,  for  me,  under  cover, 
To  Mrs  Anne  Shuttle  worth,  at  Mr  Jourdain's, 
in  Conduit-ftreet.  I  fhould  beg  pardon,  Sir,  for 
troubling  you  with  this  long  letter;  but  I  hope 
my  friendfhip  to  Mifs  Kelly  will  be  my  excufe. 
I  am  forry  to  write  on  fo  melancholy  a  fubjeft, 
and  that  I  am  fure  mufl  give  you  uneafinefs  ;  but 
pleafed  with  any  opportunity  of  affuring  you 
that  I  am,  Sir,  your  very  great  admirer,  and  mod 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

ANNE  DONNELLAN. 


LETTER    DLXXIII. 

MRS     PENDARVE3     TO     DR     SWIFT. 

SIR,  Gloccfler)  Oct.  24.  1733. 

T  CAN'T  imagine  how  my  Lord  Orrery  came 
A  by  my  laft  letter  to  you  ;  I  believe  my  good 
genius  conveyed  it  into  his  hands,  to  make  it 
of  more  confequence  to  you  :  If  it  had  that  eiTed 
I  wifh  this  may  meet  with  the  fame  fortune. 
VOL.  XVII.  II  If 
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If  I  were  writing  to  a  common  correfpondent, 
I  fhould  now  make  a  fine  flourifh  to  exeufe  rny- 
felf  for  not  fooner  acknowledging  the  favour  of 
your  letter ;  but  I  muft  deal  plainly  with  you, 
•Sir,  and  tell  you  (now  don't  be  angry)  that  the 
fear  of  tiring  you  Itopt  my  hand.  I  value  your 
correfpondence  fo  highly,  that  I  think  of  every 
•way  that  may  preferve  it,  and  one  is,  not  to  be 
too  troublefome. 

Now  I  can't  guefs  how  you  will  take  this  laft 
paragraph ;  but  if  it  makes  me  appear  affected  or 
filly,  I  will  endeavour  not  to  offend  in  the  fame 
manner  again.  Some  mortification  of  that  kind 
is  wanting  to  bring  me  to  myfelf:  Your  ways 
of  making  compliments  are  dangerous  fnares, 
and  I  don't  know  how  to  guard  againlt  the  plea- 
fure  they  bring  :  To  be  remembered  and  regret- 
ted by  you,  are  honours  of  a  very  delicate  kind. 
I  have  been  told,  that  unexpe&ed  good  fortune 
is  harder  to  bear  well  than  adverfity. 

The  cold  weather,  1  fuppofe,  has  gathered  to- 
gether DrDelany's  fett :  The  next  time  you  meet, 
may  I  beg  the  favour  to  make  my  compliments 
acceptable  ?  I  recollecl  no  entertainment  with 
io  much  pleafure  as  that  I  received  from  that 
company  :  It  has  made  me  very  fincerely  lament 
the  many  hours  of  my  life  that  I  have  loft  in  in- 
fignificant  converfation. 

I  am  very  much  concerned  at  the  diforderyou 
complain  of.  I  hope  you  fubmit  to  take  proper 
care  of  yourfelf;  and  that  the  next  account  I 

have 
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fcavc'of  your  health  will  be  more  to  my  fatisfao 
tion. 

A  few  dsys  before  I  had  your  laft  letter,  my 
filler  and  1  made  a  vifit  to  my  Lord  and  Lady 
Bath.urft  at  Circncefter.  Oakly-wood  joins  to 
his  park  ;  the  grand  avenue  that  goes  from  his 
houfe  through  his  park  and  wood  is  five  miles 
long:  The  whole  contains  five  thoufand  acres. 
We  (laid  there  a  day  and  a  half:  The  wood  is 
extremely  improved  fince  you  faw  it ;  and  when, 
the  whole  defign  is  executed,  it  will  be  one  of  the 
fined  places  in  England.  My  Lord  Bathurft  talked 
with  great  delight  of  the  pleafure  you  once  gave 
him  by  furprifing  him  in  his  wood,  and  fhewed 
me  the  houfe  where  you  lodged.  It  has  been 
rebuilt ;  for  the  day  you  left  it,  it  fell  to  the 
ground  :  Confcious  of  the  honour  it  had  received 
by  entertaining  fo  illuftrious  a  gueft,  it  burfl 
with  pride  My  Lord  Bathurft  has  greatly  im- 
proved the  wood-houfe,  which  you  may  remem- 
ber but  a  cottage,  not  a  bit  better  than  an  Irifh 
cabbin.  It  is  now  a  venerable  caftle,  and  has 
been  taken  by  an  antiquarian  for  one  of  King 
Arthur's,  "  With  thicket  overgrown,  grotefque 
and  wild."  I  endeavoured  to  Iketch  it  out  for 
you,  but  I  have  not  (kill  enough  to  do  it  juftice. 
My  Lord  Bathurft  was  in  great  fpirits  5  and 
though  furrounded  by  candidates  and  voters  a- 
gainft  next  parliament,  made  himfelf  agree- 
able in  fpite  of  their  clamour :  We  did  not 
forget  to  talk  of  Naboth's  vineyard  *  and  Del- 
H  2  ville. 

*  Naboth's  vineyard  belonged  to  Dr  Swift. 
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ville  *.  - 1  have  not  feen  him  fmce,   though  he 
promifed  to  return  my  vifit. 

All  the  beau  monde  flock  to  London  to  fee 
her  Royal  Highnefs  f  difpofed  of;  whilft  I  pre- 
fer paying  my  duty  to  my  mother,  and  the  ,con- 
verfation  of  a  country-girl,  my  fnler,  to  all  the 
'pomp  and  fplendour  of  the  court.  Is  this  vir- 
tue or  ftupidity  ?  If  I  can  help  it,  I  will  not  go 
to  town  till  after  Chriftmas.  I  fhall  fpend  one 
month  in  my  way  to  London  at  Lor.g-Leat :  I 
hear  that  the  young  people  there  are  very  happy. 

It  is  a  little  unreasonable  of  me  to  begin  a 
fourth  page  ;  but  'tis  a  hard  talk  to  retire  from 
the  company  one  likes  bed.  1  am,  Sir,  your 
moft  obliged  and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 


LETTER       DLXX1V. 

THE   DU-TCHESS  OF  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Atnefltur^  Nov.  3.  1733. 

I  WAS  mightily  pleafed  to  receive  a  letter  from 
you  laft  pod;  yet  I  am  fo  ungrateful,  I  will 
not  thank  you  for  it,   and  it  may  be  you  do  not 
defervfi  it.     The   cruelell  revenge  that   one   can 
pofQbly  inflict  (without   hurting  one's  felf)   is, 
that   of  being  doubly  diligent   to  thofe  who  ne- 
glect one,  in  order  to  {hock  them  into  better  be- 
haviour. 

•  T)r  Delany's  bear.tifnl  villa,  about  a  mile  from  Biiblia, 
•j-  The  late  Princeis  ot  Orange. 
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haviour.  As  I  have  tried  this  trick  myfelf,  and 
that  tlrong  appearances  are  againft  me,  I  mud 
defend  myfelf;  and  then  you'll  own  I  do  not 
quite  deferve  chaftifement. 

The  poft  before  I  left  this  place,  I  received  a 
letter  from  you,  which  I  defigned  to  have  anfwer- 
ed  before  I  left  London  and   England ;  but  \vas 
hindered  from  both  for  fome  time,  by  an  exprefs 
which  hurried   us   down  to  \Vinchefter  fchool, 
to  take  care  of  our  little  boy  there,  who  was  vio- 
lently ill  of  a  fever.     From  that,  time  till  I  came 
to  Spaw,  we  were  never  at  home  j    and  as  foon 
as  I  began  the  waters,  writing  could  not  be  done 
with  my  bad  head.     Since  I  left  that  place,  and 
grew  well,  I  have  been  ftill   upon  the  ramble. 
After  all,  thefe  are  not  very  fubftantial  good  rea- 
fons  ;  but,  upon  my  word,  I  did  defign   it  ;  in 
order  to  which,  two  days  ago,  I  waflied  the  mould 
put  of  my  ink-horn,  put  frefh  ink  into  it,  and 
promifed  myfelf  to  write  to  you  this  very  poll. 
Pleafing  myfelf  with  the  fancy,  that  this  would 
reach  you,  and  convince  you  that  I  had  y.ou  dill 
in  great  regard,  before  you  could  or  would  think 
it  worth  your  while  to  put  me  in  mind  of  you. 
I  could  not   poffibly  faiHo  gain   credit,   if  you 
could    poffibly   conceive   the    great   fatisfaclion 
your  letters  give  me.     I  have  feldom  met  with 
any  half  fo  converfible.     I  do  not  only  pity,  but 
grieve   at   thofe  complaints  you  mention  ;   they 
are  a  cruel  incumbrance  to  you.     Why  cannot 
you  transfer  them  to  a  thcufand  inanimate  crea- 
tures,  \vho  have  nothing  in  their  heads?   I  was 
H  and 
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and  am  really  forry  that  you  could  not  go  with 
us  to  the  Spaw.  I  am  confident  it  muft  have 
done  you  good.  I  cannot  defcribe  the  vaft  dif- 
ference I  felt  after  drinking  the  waters  a  week, 
and  am  flill  much  better  than  I  ever  expected, 
though  not  quite  free  of  the  complaints  in  my 
head,  but  they  are  greatly  leflened. 

I  have  three  or  four  letters  to  write  this  very 
night,  fo  have  not  time  to  think  of  anfwering 
your  letters.  This  is  only  a  volunteer,  after 
which,  I  may  with  greater  afTurance  defire  you 
to  believe  that  I  am,  with  great  conftancy,  re- 
gard, and  refpecT:,  your's,  &c. 

LETTER      DLXXV. 

CHARLES   FORD,  ESQj   TO    DR   SWIFT. 

London,  Nov.  6.  1733. 

I  HAD  the  favour  of  your  letter  in  Derbyfhire,. 
from  whence  I  came  laft  week.  I  am  ex- 
tremely concerned  to  hear  the  ill  ftate  of  your 
health.  1  was  afraid  of  it,  when  I  \vas  fo  long 
•without  the  pleafure' of  hearing  from  you.  Thofe 
fort  of  diforders  puzzle  the  phyficians  every- 
where; and  they  are  mercilefs  dogs  in  purging 
or  vomiting  to  no  purpofe,  when  they  don't 
know  what  to  do.  I  heartiiy  wifh  you  would 
try  the  Bath  waters,  which  are  allowed  to  be  the 
bed  medicine  for  ftrengthening  the  ftomach  ;  and 
mod  diilempers  in  the  head  proceed  from  thence. 
Vomits  may  clean  a  foul  ftomarh,  but  they  are  cer- 
laiuly  the  woril  things  that  can  be  for  a  weak  one. 
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I  have  long  had  it  at  heart  to  fee  your  works 
collected,  and  pub  lifted  with  care  Jt  is  become 
abfolutelyneceiTary,  {jnce  thnt  jumble'with  Pepe, 
&C.  in  three  volumes,  which  put  me  in  a  rage 
whenever  I  meet  them.  I  know  no  reafon why, 
at  this  diflance  of  time,  the  Examiners,  and  o- 
ther  political  pamphlets,  written  in  the  Queen's 
reign,  might  not  be  inferted.  I  doubt  you  have 
been  too  negligent  in  keeping  copies  j  but  I  have 
them  bound  up,  and  moil  of  them  fingle  befules. 
I  lent  Mr  Corbet  that  paper  to  correct  his  Gulli- 
ver by  ;  and  it  was  from  it  that  I  mended  my 
own.  There  is  every  fmgle  alteration  from  the 
original  copy,  and  the  printed  book  abounds 
with  all  thole  errors,  which  Ihould  be  avoided 
in  the  new  edition. 

In  my  book  the  blank  leaves  were  wrong  pla- 
ced, fo  that  there  are  perpetual  references  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  it  is  more  difficult  to 
be  underilood  than  the  p.iper  ;  but  I  will  try  to 
get  one  oi  the  iecond  edition,  which  is  much 
more  corredl  than  the  firft,  and  tranfcribe  ail 
the  alterations  more  clearly.  I  (hall  be  at  a  lofs 
how  to  fend  it  afterwards,  unlefs  I  am  directed 
to  fomebody  that  is  going  to  Ireland.  All  books 
are  printed  here  now  by  fubfcription  :  If  there 
be  one  for  this,  I  beg  I  may  not  be  left  out.  Mr 
Crofthwaite  *  will  pay  for  me. 

The  Diflenters  were  certainly  promifed,  that 
the  Teft  Act  fhould  be  repealed  this  feffion  in 
Ireland  j  I  mould  be  glad  to  know  whether  any 

attempt 
*  Mr  Ford's  ftcward. 
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attempt  has  been  or  is  to  be  made  towards  it, 
and  how  it  is  like  to  fucceed. 

We  have  loft  Mifs  Kelly,  who  they  fay  was 
deftroyed  by  the  ignorance  of  an  Irifh  phyfician, 
one  Gorman.  Dr  Beaufort  was  fent  for  when 
(he  was  dying,  and  found  her  fpeechiefs  and 
fenfelefs. 

Our  late  Lord  Mayor  has  gone  through  his 
year  with  a  moft  univerfal  applaufe.  He  has 
(hewn  himfelf  to  have  the  beft  understanding  of 
any  man  in  the  city,  and  gained  a  character, 
which  he  wanted  before,  of  courage  and  honefty. 
There  is  no  doubt  of  his  being  chofen  member 
of  parliament  for  the  city  at  the  next  election. 
He  is  fomething  the  poorer  for  his  office;  but 
the  honour  he  has  got  by  it  makes  him  ample  a- 
mends. 

For  God's  fake,  try  to  keep  up  your  fpirits. 
They  have  hitherto  been  greater  than  any  man's 
I  ever  met,  and  it  is  better  to  prefcrve  them, 
even  with  wine,  than  to  let  them  fink.  Divert 
yourfelf  with  Mrs  Worral  at  backgammon.  Find 
out  iome  new  country  to  travel  in:  Any  thing 
to  amufe.  Nothing  can  contribute  fooner  than 
chearfulnefs  to  your  recovery;  which,  that'it 
may  be  very  fpeedy,  is  fmcerely  the  thing  in  the 
world  moft  wifiied  for  by  your  ever  obliged, 


LETTER, 
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LETTER      DLXXVI. 

MRS   PRATT    TO    DR   SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  Nsv  10.  -1733. 

NOT  many  days  ago  I  had  the  pleafurc  of 
your's  by  Mrs  Barber,  whole  turn  feems 
to  confirm  the  good  impreflion  you  give  of  her. 
1  want  not  more  than  your  recommendation  to 
engage  my  wifhes  to  ferve  her,  and  alfo  my  en- 
deavours, if  any  opportunity  falls  in  my  way. 
Are  there  no  hopes  of  feeing  you  on  this  fide  of 
the  water?  Cannot  the  great  number  of  your 
friends,  and  the  great  variety  of  converfation  a- 
bounding  here,  be  fome  kind  of  inducement  to 
your  coming  amongfl  us  ?  Is  not  Mr  Pope  a 
temptation  to  one  of  your  dhlin£lion,  to  draw 
you  this  way  ?  Even  the  variety  of  people  in  this 
great  city  might  contribute  to  the  amufement  of 
your  mind,  as  a  journey  and  exercife  would  to 
your  bodily  health.  I  would  ufe  every  argument 
I  could  think  of  to  invite  you  hither,  and  confe- 
quently  to  preferve  a  life  fo  beneficial  to  the  pu- 
blic, and  fo  dear  to  all  your  friends.  You  have 
a  fpirit  that  fhould  prevail  again  it  indolence,  and 
bring  you  into  a  part  of  the  world  which  calls 
aloud  for  your  talents.  This  winter  would  fur- 
nifh  you  with  many  opportunities  of  doing  great 
good,  as  well  as  making  a  fhining  figure  ;  which 
reflexion  gives  me  great  hopes  that  you  will 
think  it  a  reafonable  obligation  j  as  in  that  cafe_i 

like 
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like  Pitt's  diamond,  you  would  Hand  alone.  I 
wifh  I-  had  a  houfe  in  fome  meafure  worthy  to 
entertain  a  guefb  that  fhould  be  fo  welcome  to 
me.  You  furprife  me  greatly  in  telling  me  that 
my  Lord  Shelburne  and  you  have  not  met,  al- 
though he  has  been  fome  time  in  Dublin,  and  to 
my  knowledge  is  one  of  your  great  admirers. 
"Why  don't  you  fend  to  my  Lord  Dunkerin,  a 
undoubtedly  wants  only  that  encouragement  to 
wait  upon  you.  You  fee  I  want  none  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  alluring  you,  that  I  am,  with 
great  efteem,  refpeft,  and  affe£tion,  your  very  o- 
bliged  and  moil:  humble  fervant, 

H.  PRATT. 


LETTER      DLXXVIf. 

THE   DUTCHE3S    OF  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Amejbury,  Nov.  10.  1733. 

I  HAVE  only  flaid  to  give  time  for  my  letter. 
There  is  fome  fatisfa&ion  in  fitting  down 
to  write,  now  that  I  am  fornething  lefs  in  your 
debt ;  I  mean  by  way  of  letter.  To  fpeak  fe- 
rioufly,  I  muft  love  contradiction  more  than 
ever  woman  did,  if  I  did  not  obey  your  com- 
mands ;  for  I  do  fincerely  take  great  pleafure  in 
converting  with  you.  ]f  you  have  heard  of  my 
figure  abroad,  it  is  no  more  than  I  have  done  on 
both  fides  of  my  ears,  as  the  faying  is.  I  did 
not  cut  and  curl  my  hair  like  a  fneep's  head,  or 

wear 
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wear  one  of  their  travelling  facks  ;  and  yet,  by 
not  doing  fo,  I  did  give  fome  offence. 

We  have  feen  very  many  fine  towns,  and  tra- 
velled through  good  roads  and  pleafant  coun- 
tries. I  like  Flanders  in  particular,  becaufe  it 
is  the  likeft  to  England.  The  inns  were  very 
unlike  thofe  at  home,  being  much  cleaner  and 
better  ferved  :  So  that  here  I  could  not  main- 
tain my  partiality  with  common  juitice.  As  to 
the  civilizing  any  of  that  nation,  it  would  em- 
ploy more  ill-fpent  time  fruitlefsly  than  any  one 
has  to  fpare  ;  they  are  the  only  people  1  ever 
faw  that  were  quite  without  a  genius  to  be  ci- 
vil, when  they  had  to  be  fo.  Will  you  eat  ?  will 
you  play  at  cards  ?  are  literally  the  tiptop  well- 
bred  phrafes  in  ufe.  The  French  people  we 
met  are  quite  of  another  turn,  polite  and  eafy ; 
one  is  the  natural  confequcnce  of  the  other, 
though  a  fecret  that  few  have  difcovered.  I  can 
bring  you  an  Irilh  witnefs  (if  that  be  fufficient) 
that  I  have  wiflied  for  you  many  times  during 
this  journey,  particularly  at  Spaw.  where  1  ima- 
gined you  might  have  been  mending  every  day 
as  fait  as  I  did  ;  and  you  are  a  bafe  man  to  fay, 
that  any  fuch  impediment,  as  you  mentioned, 
thwarted  your  journey  ;  for  you  were  fure  of  a 
welcome  (hare  in  every  thing  we  had.  It  were 
unnecefiarytofay  this  now,  if  we  had  no  thoughts 
of  ever  going  again  ;  but  it  is  what  I  am  ftrong- 
ly  advifed  to,  though  I  fhould  not  much  want  it, 
am!  I  am  not  averfe  :  Travelling  agrees  with  me, 
and  makes  me  good-humoured.  At  home  I  am 

generally 
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generally  more  nice  than  wife,  but  on  the  road 
nothing  comes  amifs.  At  Calais  we  were  wind- 
bound  four  or  five  days,  and  I  was  very  well 
contented:  When  the  wind  changed,  I  was  de- 
lighted to  go.  As  impatience  is  generally  my 
reigning  diftemper,  you  may  imagine  how  I 
mult  be  alarmed  at  this  fudden  alteration,  till  I 
happily  recollected  two  inftances,  where  I  was 
myfelf.  The  one  at  Breda,  where  the  innkeep- 
er let  drop,  if  you  mean  to  go,  an  hour  and  a 
half  after  we  had  told  him,  that  pofitively  we 
would  go.  The  other  at  Amfterdam,  where 
we  met  with  a  very  incurious  gentleman,  who 
affirmed,  there  was  nothing  worth  feeing ; 
though  befules  the  town,  which  far  furpafied  my 
imagination,  there  happened  to  be  a  famous  fair. 
It  is  long  fince  thofe  two  rerfes  of  Dryden's  Ci- 
mon  *  are  ftrictly  applicable  to  me. 

Her  corn  and  cattle  are  her  only  care, 
And  her  fupreme  delight  a  country-fair. 

I  fhall  forget  to  name  my  Irifh  friend.  Jt  is 
Mr  Coote.  He  is,  in  all  appearance,  a  modelt, 
well-bred,  fplenetic,  good-natured  man.  I  had 
then  one  of  thefe  qualifications  more  than  was 
pleafant,  and  fo  we  became  acquainted,  lie 
has  a  very  great  regard  for  you,  Sir  5  and  there 
\ve  agreed  again.  We  were  all  highly  pleafed 
with  him.  He  feems  to  have  a  better  wav  of 
thin-king  than  is  common,  and  not  to  want  for 
fenfe  or  good-humour.  I  tell  you  that  I  do  ufe 

exercise  ; 

*  The  ftory  of  Cirnon  and  Iph'g^uia,   hi  bistVjlo. 
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exercife  ;  defignedly,  never  eat  or  drink  what 
can  difagree  with  me,  but  am  no  more  certain 
of  my  flomach,  than  of  my  mind  ;  at  fome  times 
proof  againft  any  thing,  and  at  other  times  too 
eafily  {hocked  ;  but  time  and  care  can  certainly 
make  a  ftrong  defence.  I  will  obey  your  com- 
mands, and  fo  will  his  Grace,  concerning  Mrs 
Barber,  as  foon  as  we  come  to  London,  where 
we  (laid  but  three  days.  We  are  now  at  Amef- 
bury  j  but  pray,  direct  for  me  at  London.  I 
doubt  we  can  do  her  but  little  good  ;  for  as  to 
my  part,  I  have  few  acquaintance,  and  little  in- 
rerefl.  I  will  believe  every  thing  you  fay  of  her, 
though  I  have  hitherto  had  a  natural  averfion  to 
a  poetefs. 

I  am  come  almoft  to  the  end  of  my  paper,  be- 
fore I  have  half  done  with  you.  It  was  a  rule,  I  re- 
member, with  poor  Mr  Gay  and  me,  never  to 
exceed  three  pages.  I  long  to  hear  from  you, 
that  I  may  have  an  excufe  to  write  again  •,  for 
I  doubt  it  would  be  carrying  the  joke  too  far  to 
trouble  you  too  often.  Adieu,  dear  Sir,  health 
•and  happinefs  attend  you  ever.  1  fear  I  have 
written  fo  very  ill  that  I  am  quite  unintelligble. 

His  Grace  is  very  much  your's. 


VOL.  XVII.  I  LETTER 
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LETTER        DLXXVIII. 

LATE     LORD    MAYOR    OF    LONDON     [ALDER- 

MAN  BARBER]  TO  DTI  SWIFT. 

London,    Nov.  17.  1733- 

AS  I  have  now  got  rid  of  the  plague  of  gran- 
deur, and  all  its  dependencies,   I  take  this 
firfl  opportunity  to  pay  my  refpe€ls  to  you,   Sir, 
which  I  beg  pardon  for  not  doing  fooner.     The 
tranfition    from    Goldfmiths    Hall    to    Queen'- 
Square,    is  hardly  credible  ;   for  one  in  view,   to 
imagine  the  confhxnt  hurry,  noife,  and  imperti- 
nence  I  Jay  under  from  morning  till  night,,    in 
oppofition  to  the  peace,  the  quiet,    and   great 
tranquillity  I  feel  in  my  little  retirement,  makes 
me  pity  your  great  men,  who  certainly  mud  be 
ftrangers  to  the  great  pleafure  I  now  enjoy. 

Before  I  left  my  office  I  took  care  to   do  ju- 
ftice  to  Mr  Pilkington,  who  has  received   more 
than  I  mentioned,  and  indeed   more  than   any 
chaplain  ever  had  before,    viz. 

Of  the  city  /.     r.    d 

Salary     ----      -      -2000 

Gratuity     -      -      -      -      -2500 

Gratuity  extraordinary       -     2100 

-  66  o  o 
From  ray  Lord  Mayor     -     -     -     -     5000 

Fi  vefermons  preached  before  the  Mayor  i  o  o  o 
For  a  copy  of  one  fermon   printed     -      400 


St 
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St  Paul's  happened  to  be  (hut  up  in  the  fum- 
mer  for  two  months,  when  the  Mayor  went  on 
Sundays  to  his  own  chapel  at  Guildhall,  and 
his  ch-«.p]aiu  read  prayers  for  eight  Sunday- 
mornings  ,  only  ;  for  which  the  Mayor  got 
him  from  the  Court  of  Aldexmen  twenty  gui- 
neas. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  account, 
bec.wfe  I  know  your  great  punctuality  in  things 
of  this  nature,  as  well  as  to  do  myfelf  juilice. 
How  much  he  may  be  a  gainer  by  coming  over, 
I  can't  tell}  but  if  he  h;id  pleafed  to  have  lived 
near  the  Hall,  as  he  might,  in  a  lodging  of  ten 
or  twelve  pounds  a-year,  he  need  not  have  kept 
a  roan,  (for  I  h«d  more  "f  for  Ihow  thanbufinefs), 
nor  given  the  extravagant  fum  of  thirty  pounds 
a-year  for  lodgings;  he  might  have  faved  focne- 
thing  in  thofe  articles.  Had  he  lived  in  the  city, 
I  fhould  now  and  then  have  had  the  favour  of 
his  company  in  an  evening  ;  but  his  living  from 
me  brought  him  into  company,  and  among  the 
reft  into  that  of  Mr  Edward  Walpole,  from 
whom  he  has  great  dependencies. 

I  recommendedhim  to  Mr  Alderman  Champi- 
on, whogotth^Primate's  wife's  brother  to  write  in 
his  favour  to  the  Primate.  And  he  talks  of  the 
living  of  Colerain's  being  vacant }  if  it  be,  I  will 
do  him  what  fervice  I  can. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  discharged  myfelf  of  the  du- 
ty you  laid  upon  me  in  relation  to  that  gentle- 
man, which  1  hope  will  be  to  your  fatisfa&ion  ; 
1 2  for 
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for  I  will  never  be   ungrateful,  though  I  have 
met  with  it  frequently  myfelf. 

All  your  friends  in  town  are  well,  and  in  high 
fpirits.  Lord  Bolingbroke  complains  you  don't 
write  to  him.  Poor  Mrs  Barber  has  the  gout, 
but  is  better.  It  was  a  great  mortification  to 
me  that  you  did  not  come  and  eat  fome  cultard  •, 
but  I  hope  your  health  will  permit  your  coming 
next  fummer.  We  rejoice  much  at  my  brother 
French's  fuccefs  I  know  you  don't  deal  in 
news,  fo  I  fend  you  none.  Pray  God  continue 
your  health,  and  believe  me  always,  with  the 
greateft  fmcerity,  Sir,  your  moil  obedient  and 
moll  obliged  humble  fervant, 

J.  BARBER. 

P.  S.  Why  Mr  Pilkington  fhould  fend  his  wife 
home  in  the  mitiil  of  winter,  or  why  he  mould 
flay  here  an  hour  after  ber,  are  queftions  not 
eafily  anfwered.  I  am  not  of  his  council. 

LETTER      DLXXIX. 

THE    COUNTESS    OF    GRANVILLE    *     TO     DR 
SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Ha-wnes,  Nov.  27.  1733. 

I  HAVE  received  the  honour  of  your  commands, 
and  (hall   obey  them  •,  for  I  am  very  proud 
of  your   remembrance.     I  don't  know  we  ever 

quarrelled  j 

•  '  Grace,  widow  and  relitft  of  Heorge  Lord  Carteret, 
and  daughter  of  John  Granville  Earl  of  Bath  She  w,,s 
created  Vifconntefs  Carteret,  and  C'ountefs  of  Granvillc, 
jft  January  1714-15,  vith  limitation  of  thofe  honours  to 
Jwr  ion  John,  the  late  Earl.' 
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quarrelled  •,  but  if  we  did,  I  am  as  good  a  Chri- 
ftian  as  you  are,  in  perfect  charity  with  you. 
My  fon,  my  daughter,  and  all  our  olive-branches 
falute  you  moft  tenderly.  I  never  wimed  fo 
much  as  I  do  now,  that  I  were  bright,  and  had 
a  genius,  which  could  entertain  you,  in  return 
for  the  many  excellent  things  that  entertain  me 
daily,  which  I  read  over  and  over  with  frefh  de- 
light. Will  you  never  come  into  England,  and 
make  Hawnes  *  in  your  road  ?  You  will  find 
nothing  here  to  offend  you;  for  I  am  a  hermit, 
and  live  in  my  chimney-corner,  a  ndhave  no  am-* 
bition,  but  that  you'll  believe  I  am  the  charm- 
iug  Dean's  moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 


LETTER      DLXXX. 

MRS   CONDUIT   TO  DR   SWIFT  f. 

SIR,  George-fireet,  Nov.  29.  1733. 

MRS  Barber  did  not  deliver  your  letter  till  after 
the  intended  wedding  brought  me  hither. 
She  has  as  much  a  better  title  to  the  favour  of  her 
fex  than  poetry  can  give  her,  as  truth  is  better  than 
fiction  -,  and  lhall  have  my  beft  afliftance.  But  the 
town  has  been  fo  long  invited  into  the  fubfcription, 
that  moft  people  have  already  refufed  or  accepted, 
and  Mr  Conduit  has  long  fince  done  the  latter 

13  I 

*  «  A  feat  of  Lord  Cartefer,    late  Earl    Granvillc,   in 

•Rcdf  >rciihire  ' 

t  Thus  enclorfed  by  the  Doclcfr,   «  My  old  friend  Mrs 

**  Bai'ton,  no\v  Mrs  Conduit." 
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I  fhould  have  guefled  your  holinefs  would 
rather  have  laid  than  called  up  the  ghofl  of  my 
departed  friendship,  which,  fmce  you  are  brave 
enough  to  face,  you  will  find  divefted  of  every 
terror,  but  the  remorfe  that  you  were  abandoned 
to  be  an  alien  to  your  friends,  your  country,  and 
yourfelf.  Not  to  renew  an  acquaintance  with 
one  who  can,  twenty  years  after,  remember  a  bare 
intention  to  ferve  him,  would  be  to  throw  away 
a  prize  I  am  not  now  able  to  repurchafe  ;  there- 
fore, when  you  return  to  England,  I  fhall  try  to 
excel  in,  what  I  am  very  forry  you  want,  a  nurfe; 
in  the  mean  time,  I  am  exercifmg  that  gift  to 
preferve  one  who  is  your  devoted  admirer. 

Lord  Harvey  has  written  a  bitter  copy  of  verfes 
upon  Dr  Sherwin,  for  publifhing  (as  'tis  faid)  his 
Lordfhip's  Epiitle;  which  muft  have  fet  your 
brother  Pope's  fpirits  all  a-working. 

Thomfon  is  far  advanced  in  a  poem  of  2000 
lines,  deducing  Liberty  from  the  patriarchs  to 
the  prefent  times,  which,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  prefs,  is  now  in  full  vigour.  But  I  forget  I 
am  writing  to  one  who  has  the  power  of  the 
keys  of  Parnaffus,  and  that  the  only  merit  my 
letter  can  have  is  brevity.  Pleafe,  therefore,  to 
place  the  profit  I  had  in  your  long  one,  to  your 
fund  of  charity,  which  carries  no  intereft,  and 
to  add  to  your  prayers  and  good  wifhes  now  and 
then  a  line  to,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

C.  CONDUIT. 

Mrs 
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Mrs  Barber,  whom  I  had  fcnt  to  dine  with  us, 
is  in  bed  with  the  gout,  and  has  not  yet 
fent  me  her  propofals. 


LETTER      DLXXXI. 

CHARLES  COOTE,     ESQJ     TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  Dec.  13.  1733. 

BEiNG  indebted  folely  to  you  for  a  moft  valu- 
able acquaintance  with  the  Duke  and  Dut- 
chefs  of  Queenlberry,  and  fomc  other  of  your 
friends,  I  ought  to  have  acknowledged  it  before. 
It  is  a  common  ftratagem  of  mine,  and  has  al- 
ways fucceeded,  to  give  hints  in  proper  places  of 
your  allowing  me  to  fome  degree  of  perfonal  ac- 
quaintance with  you,  and  I  owe  to  it  moft  of 
the  agreeable  hours  I  pafled  at  Spawthis  fummer, 
where  they  were  \  1  had  ftrong  temptations,  e- 
fpecially  at  that  diftance,  to  give  myfelf  high  airs 
this  way ;  but  finding  the  bare  mention  of  mf 
having  been  received  by  you  in  a  moft  obliging 
manner,  was  enough  to  do  my  bufmefs,  and  it 
being  a  fa£t  I  could  make  oath  of,  I  kept  within 
due  bounds.  Her  Grace,  who  would  be  the  mofl 
agreeable  woman  in  England,  though  {he  were 
not  the  handfomeft,  has  honoured  me  with  her 
compliments  to  you  with  a  walking  flick,  the 
manufacture  of  Spaw,  where  (lie  had  it  made  for 
you,  and  I  ought  to  have  delivered  it  two  months 
ago  }  accidents  prevented  my  leaving  this  place, 

and 
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Smd  it  is  not  certain  when  I  can  •,  fo  that  I  mud 
lend  it  to  you  by  the  firft  proper  opportunity, 
but  could  no  longer  delay  your  pleafure  in  know- 
ing it,  and  her's  when  you  fllall  acknowledge  it.  If 
1  can  be  of  any  fort  of  fervice  to  you  on  this  fide, 
your  commands  will-find  me  at  St  James's  Coffee- 
houfe-  I  am,  Sir,  your  mod  obliged  humble 
fervant, 

CHARLES  COOTE, 


LETTER      DLXXXII. 

DR SHERIDAN    TO   DR   SWIFT*. 
DEAR  SIR,  J}e*.  20.   17733. 

JOUR'S  I  received,  and  if  it  was  not  that  I  have 
a  good  deal  of  company  to/up  at  my  houfe  up- 
on beef  grijkings,  I  would  go  and  play  a  game 
of  backgammon  ivith  Mr  Worral's  tables,  and 
be  after  winning  fome  of  Mrs  WorraTs  coin  ;  I 
would  not  fear  to  win  a  crown-piece  of  her  mo- 
ney by  playing  f.x-pence  halfpenny  a  time.  She 
is  a  very  good  body,  and  one  that  I  have  a  great 
value  for  :  I  wifli  my  Jpovfe  were  but  half  as  good, 
bat  of  this  I  (hall  fay  nothing  more  till  meeting. 
I  hope  my  goffip  Delany's  -fpoufe  is  upon  the 
mending  hand,  for  they  tell  me  flie  has  been  late- 
ly much  out  of  order.  She  is  as  good  a  woman  as 
ever  breathed,  and  it  is  a  tboufand p':t:ts  that  any 

thing 

'  Emlorfed,  ««  Dr  Sheridan's  infolcnce  in  rrefumincr  to 
*  anfwer  my  eloquent  Hibernicifms." 


CORRESPONDENCE.         loj 

thing  fhould  ail  her.  God  Almighty  •vjijh  her 
ivt!l ;  for  I  am  fure  if  fhe  ivent  off^  the  doclor 
would  not  meet  with  herfelloiv.  I  hope  nothing 
ails  her  but  a  bni/Jj. 

To-morrow  I  eat  a  bit  with  Mr  and  Mrs 
ft.'Gwyre  :  if  you  will  make  one,  you  will  get  as 
hearty  a  welcome  as  if  you  were  their  o*wn  father ; 
for  nobody  fptalts  better  of  yen  than  they.  My 
humble  fei  vice  to  all  friends  and  to  yourfelf,  is 
the  requelt  of  your's  to  command, 

THADYOSULIVAN. 
I  lodge  hard  by  the  Shovel  in  Francis-flrett. 

LETTER      DLXXXIII. 

DR  SWIFT  TO  MRS  PILKJNGTON. 
MADAM,  J733* 

YOU  muft  make  off  the  leavings  of,  your  fex. 
If  you  cannot  keep  a  fecret  and  take  a 
chiding,  you  will  be  quickly  out  of  my  fphere. 
Corrigible  people  are  to  be  chid  ;  thofe  who  are 
otherwife,  may  be  very  fafe  from  any  lectures  of 
mine:  I  fhould  rather  chufe  to  indulge  them  in 
their  follies,  than  attempt  to  fet  them  right.  I 
defirc  you  may  not  inform  your  hufband  *  of 
what  has  paft,  for  a  reafon  I  fhall  giye  you  when 

I 


*  This  letter  was  occafioned  by  fome  accounts  front 
London  relative  to  Mr  Pilkington,  which  Mr*  Pilking« 
ton  has  given  us  at  large. 
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I  fee  you,    which  may  be  this  evening,    if  you 
will.     I  am  very  fiacerely  your  friend, 

J.  SWIFT. 


LETTER      DLXXXIV. 

TO  THE   DUKE  OF   DORSET. 
MY  LORD,  Jan.    1733'4' 

IT  hath  been  my  great  misfortune,  that,  fmcc 
your  Grace's  return  to  this  kingdom,  I  have 
not  been  able -to  attend  you,  as  my  duty  and  gra- 
titude for  your  favours,  as  well  as  the  honour  of 
having  been  fo  many  years  known  to  you,  obli- 
ged me  to  do.  I  have  been  purfued  by  two  old 
diforders,  a  giddinefs  and  deafnefs,  which  ufed 
to  leave  me  in  three  or  four  weeks,  but  now 
have  continued  four  months.  Thus  I  am  put 
under  a  neceffity  to  write  what  I  would  rather 
fiave  chofen  to  fay  in  your  Grace's  prefence. 

On  Monday  laft  week,  towards  evening,  there 
came  to  thedeanryone  Mr  Bettefworth  ;  who 
being  told  by  the  fervants  that  I  was  gone  to  a 
friend's  houfe,  went  thither  to  inquire  for  me, 
and  was  admitted  into  the  ftreet-parlour.  I  left  my 
company  in  the  back-room,  and  went  to  him. 
He  began  with  afking  me,  whether  I  were  au- 
thor of  certain  verfes  wherein  he  was  reflected 
On  *  ?  The  fingularify  of  the  man,  in  his  counte- 
nance, manner",  a£lion,  ftyle,  and  tone  of  voice, 

made 

*  See  thefc  verfes,  Vol   JX-  p.  in- 
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made  me  call  to  mind,  that  I  had  once  feen  him, 
about  two  or  two  or  three  years  ago,  at  Mr  Luci- 
low's  country-houfe.  But  I  could  not  recollect 
his  name,  and  of  what  calling  he  might  be  I  ne- 
ver heard,  i  therefore  defired  to  know,  who 
and  what  he  was  j  faid  I  had  heard  of  fome 
fuch  verfes,  but  knew  no  more.  He  then  figni- 
fied  to  me,  that  he  was  a  ferjeant  at  law,  and  a 
member  of  parliament.  After  which  he  repeat- 
ed the  lines  that  concerned  him  with  great  em- 
phafis  ,  faid,  I  was  mi  (taken  in  one  thing,  for  he 
aflV.red  me  he  was  no  booby,  but  owned  himfelf 
to  be  a  coxcomb.  However,  that  being  a  point 
of  controverfy  wherein  1  had  no  concern,  I  let  it 
drop.  As  to  the  verfes,  he  infilled,  that,  by  his 
taile  and  (kill  in  poetry,  he  was  as  fure  I  writ 
them,  as  if  he  had  feen  them  fall  from  my  pen. 
But  I  found  the  chief  weight  of  his  argument  lay 
upon  two  words  that  rhymed  to  his  name,  which 
be  knew  could  come  from  none  but  me.  He 
then  told  me,  that  fiace  I  would  not  own  the 
verfes,  and  that  fmce  he  could  not  get  fatisfa£tioa 
by  any  courfe  of  law,  he  would  get  it  by  hi»  pen, 
and  (hew  the  world  what  a  man  I  was.  When 
he  began  to  grow  over-warm  and  eloquent,  I 
called  in  the  gentleman  of  the  houfe  from  the 
room  adjoining,  and  the  ferjeant,  going  on  with 
lefs  turbulence,  weftt  away.  He  had  a  footman 
in  the  hall  during  all  his  talk,  who  was  to  have 
opened  the  door  for  one  or  more  fellows,  as  he 
hath  fmce  reported  ;  and  likewife,  that  he  had  a 
fliarp  knife  in  his  pocket  ready  to  (lab  or  main* 
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me.  But  the  mailer  and  miflrefs  of  the  houfe, 
who  knew  his  character,  and  could  hear  every 
word  from  the  room  they  were  in,  had  prepared 
a  fufficient  defence  in  fitch  a  cafe,  as  they  after- 
wards told  me.  He  hath  fmce  related  to  five 
hundred  perfons  of  all  ranks,  above  five  hundred 
falfehoods  of  this  converfation,  of  my  fears  and 
his  own  brutalities,  ngainft  all  probability  as  well 
as  fa&  •,  and  fome  of  them,  as  I  have  been  aflu- 
red,  even  in  the  prefence  of  your  Grace  His 
meanings  and  his  movements  were  indeed  pee- 
vifh  enough,  but  his  words  were  not.  He  threat- 
ened me  with  nothing  but  his  pen,  yet  owned 
he  had  no  pretence  to  wit.  And  indeed  I  am 
heartily  glad,  for  his  own  fake,  that  he  proceed- 
ed no  further  j  for  the  leaft  uproar  would  have 
called  his  neareft  neighbours*  tirft  to  my  aflift- 
ance,  and  next  to  the  manifeft  danger  of  his  life. 
And  I  would  not  willingly  have  even  a  dog  kill- 
ed upon  my  account.  Ever  fmce  he  hath  amufed 
himfelf  with  declaring,  in  all  companies,  efpe- 
cially  before  bifhops,  and  lords,  and  members  of 
parliament,  his  refolutions  for  vengeance,  and 
the  feveral  manners  by  which  he  will  put  it  in 
execution. 

It  is  only  to  the  advice  of  fome  judicious  friends, 
that  your  Grace  ones  the  trouble  of  this  letter. 
For   though  I  may  be  difpirited   enough  by  fick- 
nefs  and  years,  yet  I  have  little  reafon  to  appre- 
hend 

*  Dr  Swift  was  then  at  the  Reverend  Mr  Worral'* 
honfe,  which  lia.  peued  to  be  within  three  or  ijtir  door* 
of  Mr  Bstt 


CORPSES  PONDENCE.          109 

hend  any  danger  from  that  man  ;  and  thofe  who 
feem  to  have  moft  regard  for  my  fafety,  are  no 
more  apprehenfive  than  myfelf,  efpecially  fuch 
as  bed  know  his  character.  For  his  very  ene- 
mies, and  even  his  ridiculers,  who  are,  of  the 
two,  by  far  the  greater  number,  allow  him  to  be 
a  peaceable  man  in  all  things  except  his  words, 
his  rhetorical  action,  his  looks,  and  his  hatred  to 
the  clergy ;  which  however  are  all  known,  by 
abundance  of  experience,  to  be  perfectly  harm- 
lefs,  and  particularly  as  to  the  clergy.  I  do  not 
doubt,  but,  if  he  will  be  fo  good  as  to  continue 
ftedfaft  in  his  principles  and  practices,  he  may, 
at  proper  junctures,  contribute  very  much  to  the 
honour  and  interefts  of  that  reverend  body,  as 
well  as  employ  and  improve  the  wit  of  many 
young  gentlemen  in  the  city,  the  univerfity,  and 
the  red  of  the  kingdom. 

What  I  have  faid  to  your  Grace  is  only  meant 
as  a  poor  endeavour  to  preferve  myfelf  in  your 
good  opinion,  and  in  the  continuance  of  your  fa- 
vour. I  am  with  the  higheil  refpecl,  &t. 


LETTER      DLXXV. 

Jan.  6.  1734. 

I  NEVER  think  of  you,  an.l  can  never  write  to 
you  now,    without   drawing  many  of  thofs 
fhort  lighs  of  which   we  have  formerly  talked. 
The  reflection  both  of  the  friends  we  have  been 
deprived  of  by  death,  and  of   thofe  from  whom 
VOL.  XVII.  K  wc 
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we  are  feparated  almofl  as  eternally  by  abfence, 
checks  me  to  that  degree,  that  it  takes  away,  in 
a  manner,  the  pleafure  (which  yet  I  feel  very 
fenfibly  too)  of  thinking  I  am  now  converting 
with  you.  You  have  been  filent  to  me  as  to 
your  works  ;  whether  thofe  printed  here  are,  or 
are  not  genuine.  But  one,  1  am  fure,  is  your's  j 
and  your  method  of  concealing  yourfelf  puts 
me  in  mind  of  the  Indian  bird  I  have  read  of, 
•who  hides  his  head  in  a  hole,  while  all  his  fea- 
thers and  tail  flick  out.  You'll  have  immediate- 
ly by  feveral  franks  (even  before  it  is  here  pu- 
blifhed)  my  epiftle  to  Lord  Cobham  •,  part  of 
my  Opus  Magnuniy  and  the  laft  Effay  on  Man  ; 
both  which,  I  conclude,  will  be  grateful  to  your 
bookfeller,  on  whom  you  pleafe  to  beftow  them 
fo  early.  There  is  a  woman's  war  declared  a- 
gainfl  me  by  a  certain  Lord  ;  his  weapons  are 
the  fame  which  women  and  children  ufe,  a  pin 
to  fcratch,  and  a  fquirt  to  befpatter.  I  writ  a 
fort  of  anfwer ;  but  was  afhamed  to  enter  the 
lifts  with  himr  and,  after  fhewing  it  to  fome 
people,  fupprefied  it :  Otherwife  it  was  fuch  as 
was  worthy  of  him,  and  worthy  of  me.  I  was 
three  weeks  this  autumn  with  Lord  Peterbo- 
row ;  who  rejoices  in  your  doings,  and  always 
fpeaks  with  the  greateft  affection  of  you.  I  need 
not  tell  you  who  elfe  do  the  fame ;  you  may  be 
fure  almoft  all  thofe  whom  I  ever  fee,  or  defire 

to  fee.     I  wonder  not  th.it  B paid  you  no 

fort  of  civility  while  he  was  in  Ireland  :  He  is 
too  much  a  half  wit  to  love  a  true  wit ;  and  too 

much 
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jnuch  half  honeft,  to  efleem  any  entire  merit. 
I  hope  and  think  he  hates  me  too,  and  I  will  do 
my  beft  to  make  him  :  He  is  fo  infupportably 
infolent  in  his  civility  to  me  when  he  meets  me 
at  one  third  place,  that  I  muft  affront  him  to  be 
rid  of  it.  That  Uriel:  neutrality  as  to  public  par- 
ties, which  I  have  conftantly  obferved  in  all  my 
writings,  I  think  gives  me  the  more  title  to  at- 
tack fuch  men,  as  ilander  and  belie  my  charac- 
ter in  private,  to  thofe  who  know  me  not.  Yet 
even  this  is  a  liberty  I  will  never  take,  unlefs  at 
the  fame  time  they  are  pefts  of  private  fociety, 
or  milchievous  members  of  the  public  :  That  is 
to  fay,  unlefs  they  are  enemies  to  all  men,  as 

well  as  to   me. Pray  write  to  me  when  you 

can.  If  ever  1  can  come  to  you,  I  will  :  If  not, 
may  Providence  be  our  friend  and  our  guard 
through  this  fimple  world,  where  nothing  is  va- 
luable but  fenfe  and  friendfhip.  Adieu,  dear 
Sir;  may  health  attend  your  years,  and  then 
may  many  years  be  added  to  you. 

P.  S.  I  am  juft  now  told,  a  very  curious  lady 
intends  to  write  to  you  to  pump  you  about  fome 
poems  faid  to  be  your's.  Pray  tell  her,  that  you 
have  not  anfwered  me  on  the  fame  queftions, 
and  that  I  {hall  take  it  as  a  thing  never  to  be  for- 
given from  you,  if  you  tell  another  what  you 
have  concealed  from  me. 

K  2  LETTER 
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LADY   B G TO   DK.   SWIFT. 

March  the  id  1733-4. 

I"  AM  extreme  glad  to  hear  you  are  got  well  a- 
•*•  gain  ;  and  I  do  aflure  you,  it  was  no  point 
of  ceremony  made  me  forbear  writing,  but  the 
downright  fear  of  being  troublefome.  If  you 
have  got  rid  of  your  deafnefs,  that  is  a  hnppinefs 
I  doubt  poor  Lady  Suffolk  will  never  have  •,  for 
fhe  does  not  mend,  if  (he  does  not  grow  rather 
worfc.  But  we  ladies  are  famous  for  draining 
our  voices  upon  the  bad  occafion  of  anger  :  And 
fure  then  it  is  hard,  if  it  is  not  more  agreeable 
to  do  it  for  the  fake  of  friendfhip.  By  the  hifto- 
ries  I  hear  from  Ireland,  Bcttefworth,  in  the  midfl 
of  your  illnefs,  did  not  think  your  pen  lay  idle  *  -, 
but  this  good  you  had  from  it,  that  fuch  a  trou- 
blefome fellow  made  your  friends  and  neighbours 
{hew  they  could  exert  themfelves  for  your  fake.  Mrs 
Floyd  has  pafled  this  winter  rather  better  than  the 

laft; 

*  About  tlii?  time  an  attempt  was  made  to  repeal  the 
Teft  Act  in  Ireland;  and  the  Dimmers,  on  this  occafion, 
affetfte-l  to  call  tlietrfelves  Brother  Proteftants,  and  Fel- 
low-C.hriltiaos,  with  the  members  of  the  eftahliftied. 
Church  This  the  Dean  ms:ie  the  fuhjeft  of  a  fhort  co- 
py of  verfcs,  in  which  there  is  a  pailaoe,  that  fo  provo- 
ked one  B  ttefworth,  a  lawyer,  and  iiu-mber  for  the  Jrifh 
parliament,  that  he  fwore  to  revenge  bin  felf",  either  by 
maiming,  or  muide  -ing  the  author;  and  for  this  purpofe 
tc  engaged  his  footman,  whh  two  ruffians,  to  fccure  the 

Dean 
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laft  ;  but  cold  weather  is  an  enemy  to  her  j  and 
when  you  fee  her,  I  fear  you  will  find,  that  though 
the  goodnefs  of  the  compofidon  will  always  hold, 
yet  fo  many  winters  have  taken  the  beauty  of  it 
entirely  off.  It  grows  now  near  the  time  that 
I  have  hopes  you  will  foon  part  with  my  Duke 
and  Dutchefs.  I  always  ufed  to  be  her  do&or ; 
I  wifh  you  would  allow  me  to  be  your's,  and 
take  my  advice,  and  try  how  the  change  of  air 
would  mend  your  conflitution ;  but  I  fear  you 
will  not.  However,  God  blefs  you  j  and  adieu. 


LETTER      DLXXXVII. 

THE  DUTCHESS  OF  -  TO   DR   SWIFT. 


SIR,  London,  March  4.  1733-4. 

IF  ever  lying  was  neceflary,  I  fear  it  is  fo  at 
prefcnt  ;  for  no  trut^  can  furnifh  me  with 
fuflioient  excufe  for  not  having  writ  long  ago  j 
therefore  I  have  been  ilrongly  tempted  to  difown 
having  received  any  return  to  my  letters,  which 
I  wrote  to  you  fince  my  return  to  thefe  parts  ; 
but,  upon  more  mature  deliberation,  I  have  con- 
vinced myfelf,  that  it  is  better  rather  to  confefs 
K3  my 

Dean  where-ever  he  could  be  fonncl.  As  foon  as  this 
oath  and  attempt  of  Bcttefworth  were  known,  thirty  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry  of  >t  Patrick's  waited  upon  the 
Dean  in  form,  and  prcfented  a  paper,  fuhfcribed  with 
their  names;  in  which  they  folemnly  engaged,  in  behalf 
of  therafelves  and  the  rclt  of  the  liberty,  to  defend  his 
perfori  and  fortune  as  the  friend  and  benefa&or  of  his  ' 
country.  See  the  verfes,  Vol  V1L.  Bat.  edit.  1754,  p.  251. 
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my  fault,  than  to  give  you  any  handle  to  fufpect 
my  truth  for  the  future.     I  wifn  every  body  was 
ns  timorous  as  myfelf,  and  then  lying  and  deceit 
would  never  be  fo  much  in  the  fafhion,  as  it  has 
and  will  be  for  many  ages  pail  and  to  come.     I 
remember  you  once  told  me,  always  to  fit  down 
to  write  when  I  was  in   good   health  and  good 
humour;   neither  of  them  have  been  perfect  of 
fome  time.     The   firft   has  been  interrupted  by 
perpetual  colds,  -and  pains  in  my  face  and  teeth. 
My  temper  by  thefe  trying  truths  which  I  am  a- 
bout  to  tell   you,   viz.    a  journey  to  Scotland, 
•where  we  have  been  going  every  week,  and  every 
day  lince  Chriftmas  -,   the  uncertainty  of  which, 
and  being  confequently  unfettled,  is  even  worfe 
than  the  thing  itfelf.     This  is  not  all ;   by  thefe 
means  I  have  been  obliged  to  fend  a  little  boy 
(who  has  been  my  conftant  companion  ever  fmce 
he  was  born,  and  who  is  not  feven  years  old  till 
next  July)  to  fchool,  a  full  year  before  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  or  proper.     The  doing  this,  I  own,  has 
damped    my  fpirits  more   than  was  reafonable, 
though  it  was  by  his  own  defire  ;  and  that  I  am 
perfuaded  he  is  well  taken  care  of,   both  by  the" 
inafter  and  his  own  brother,  who  is  fond  of  him, 
nnd  fo  would  you  be,  if  you  knew  him  ;  for  he 
has  more  fenfe  than  above  half  the  world.     The 
other  is  a  fine  Loy,  and   grown  very  ftrong  and 
heaithy.     I  am   much  obliged  to  you  for  repro- 
ving me,  that  I  did  not  tell  you  fo  before.    I  am 
in  great  hopes  to   live  to  fee  them  both  men  ; 
therefore  pray  advife  me  what  to  do  with  them 

after 
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after  they  have  gone  through  the  fchool ;  for  I 
imagine  that  juft.then  is  the  mod  difficult  part 
of  their  education.  Mr  Locke,  with  whom  I 
cannot  help  differing  in  fome  things,  makes  a 
full  ftop  there  ;  and  I  never  heard  of  any  other 
-that  ever  mentioned  or  at  Icaft  publifhed,  any 
helps  for  children  at  that  time  of  life,  which  I 
apprehend  to  be  the  moft  material. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  impertinence  in  fill- 
ing two  fides  oi  paper  about  me  and  mine  ;  but 
I  own,  at  prefent,  my  whole  thoughts  are  fo 
much  employed  on  the  latter,  that  I  iavoluntaiily 
think  and  talk  of  little  elfe.  To-morrow  will 
be  acted  a  new  play  of  our  friend  Mr  Gay's  *  ; 
we  flay  on  purpofe  now  for  that,  and  fhall  go 
on  Thurfday  for  Edinburgh,  where  the  greateit 
good  I  can  expe£l,  or  hope  for,  is  a  line  from 
you.  We  (hall  depofite  our  guineas  for  Mrs 
Barber  with  Mr  Pope,  or  my  brother.  I  wifli 
you  all  health  and  profperity.  I  will  not  wifh 
you  devoid  of  all  trouble  and  vexation,  becaufe 
I  think  a  moderate  (hare  is  a  great  encourage- 
ment to  good  fpirits  ;  but  may  you  never  meet 
•with  more  than  is  abfolutely  necelTary  to  be  plea- 
fan  t. 

Adieu,  Sir.  If  you  will  oblige  me,  you  mtifl 
do  me  the  juftice  to  believe  I  am  your  moft 
faithful  friend,  CSV. 

LETTER 

*  '  It  was  intituled,  Achilles,  an  O(>era,  and  was  r«- 
'  prefented  at  the  theatre  in  Drury  lane  ;  but  without 
'  fuccefs,  It  was  written  in  the  manner  of  the  Beggar's 

*  Opera,  and  contained  a  ludicrous  rcprcfenta^io.a  of  ihs 

•  diicovery  of  Achilles  by  UlyTcs.' 
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LETTER       DLXXXVIII*. 

»R   SWIFT   TO    WLLIAM    PULTENET,    ESQ. 

SIR,  Dublin^  March  8.  1734- 

MR  Stopford,  going  to  England  upon  forae 
particular  affair,  I  gladly  complied  with 
his  deftre  that  I  fhonld  do  myfelf  the  honour  of 
writing  to  you,  becaufe,  as  ufelefs  as  I  am,  and 
although  I  fhall  never  have  the  happinefs  to  fee 
you,  yet  my  ambition  to  have  fome  fmall  place 
in  your  memory  will  live  as  long  as  myfelf. 

I  will  do  an  unmannerly  thing,  which  is,  to 
bequeath  you  an  epitaph  for  forty  years  hence  in 
two  words,  Ultimus  Britannorum.  You  never 
forfook  your  party.  You  might  often  have  been 
as  great  as  the  court  can  make  any  man  fo ;  but 
you  preferved  your  fpirit  of  liberty,  when  your 
former  colleagues  had  utterly  facrificed  theirs  ; 
and  if  it  fhall  ever  begin  to  breathe  in  thefe 
clays,  it  mull  entirely  be  owing  to  yourfelf  and 
•  one  or  two  friends.  But  it  is  altogether  impof- 
fible  for  any  nation  to  preferve  its  liberty  long 
under  a  tenth  part  of  the  prefent  luxury,  infide- 
lity, and  a  million  of  corruptions.  We  fee  the 
Gothic  fyftem  of  limited  monarchy,  is  extin- 
guiihed  in  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  It  is  utter- 
ly extirpated  in  this  wretched  kingdom,  andyour's 
muft  be  the  next.  Such  hath  ever  been  human 

nature,, 

*  This  letter,  and  one  dated  May  12.  1735,  were  coov> 
jHunkated  to  the  editor  by  general  Pnheuey. 
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nature,  that  a  Tingle  man,  without  any  fuperior 
advantages,  either  of  body  or  mind,  but  ufually 
the  direct  contrary,  is  able  to  attack  twenty  mil- 
lions, a"nd  drag  them  voluntarily  at  his  chariot- 
wheels.  But  no  more  of  this,  I  am  as  fick  of 
the  world  as  I  am  of  age  and  difeafe,  the  lalt  cf 
which  I  am  never  wholly  without.  I  live  in  a 
nation  of  flaves,  who  fell  themfelves  for  nothing. 
My  revenues,  though  half  funk,  are  fufficient 
to  fupport  me  in  fome  decency.  And  I  have  a 
few  friends  of  great  worth,  who,  when  I  vifit 
them,  or  they  me,  agree  together  in  difcover 
[difcovering]  our  utter  deteftation  of  all  proceed- 
ings both  here  and  there.  Hue  e/J  vita  folutorum 
mifcra  ambithie  gravique.  I  am  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  court  for  fixing  up  a  true  Whig 
epitaph  in  my  cathedral  over  the  burying-place 
of  old  Schomberg,  and  for  fome  other  things  of 
equal  demerit  or  dififrecHon,  wherewith  I  arn 
charged  ;  perhaps  alfo  for  fome  verfes  laid  to  my 
ch  irge,  and  published  without  my  knowledge  or 
confent,  wherein  you  and  another  peifon  are  un- 
derftood  to  be  meant  by  initial  letters. 

I  defire  your  pardon  for  the  trouble  I  gave  in 
recommending  a  gentleman  to  your  protection, 
who  hath  an  appeal  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
wherein  I  was  prevailed  on  by  an  eminent  per- 
fon  in  the  law,  who  by  a  miracle  was  raifed  to  the 
bench  in  thefe  very  times,  although  he  be  a  mau 
of  virtue  and  learning  in  a  great  degree.  Dear 
Sir,-  you  have  nothing  to  defire  in  this  world  but 
good  health,  good  times,  the  profperity  of  your 

family 
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family  (wherein  you  have  my  conftant  prayers) 
and  deferving  friends.  I  have  often  faid,  that  I 
never  knew  a  more  eafy  man  to  live  with  than 
yourfelf :  and  if  you  had  only  a  poor  forty  thou- 
fand  pounds  a-year,  1  would  command  you  to  fettle 
one  thoufand  of  it  on  me  to  live  in  your  next  neigh- 
bourhood j  but  as  for  our  friends  at  Twickenham 
and  Dawley,  I  have  told  them  plainly  that  they 
are  both  too  fpeculative  and  temperate  fox  me  to 
accept  their  invitation,  and  infinitely  too  philo- 
fophical.  The  bearer,  Mr  Stopford,  hath  fuch  in- 
finite obligations  to  you  for  your  favours  to  him, 
and  is  in  all  refpetts  fo  very  deferving  a  gentle- 
man, that  I  am  fureyou  never  repented  the  good 
office  you  have  done  him  it  [af]  my  recommen- 
dation. But  he  only  attends  you  on  perfecl  gra- 
titude ;  for  he  knows  very  well  you  are  what  is 
now  called  a  difaffe&ed  perfon.  You  are  in  the 
modern fenfe  a  friend  to  Popery,  arbitary  power, 
and  the  Pretender  j  and  thetefore  he  has  juft  po- 
litics enough  not  to  trouble  you  with  helping 
him  by  the  hand  to  better  preferment :  And  I 
pray  God,  while  things  continue  as  they  are, 
that  it  may  be  never  in  your  power  to  make  a 
curate  or  an  excifeman. 

You  will  hear,  perhaps,  that  one  Faulkner 
hath  printed  four  volumes,  which  are  called  my 
•works;  he  hath  only  prefixed  the  firll  letters  of 
my  name-,  it  was  done  utterly  againfl  my  will; 
for  there  is  no  property  in  printers  or  bookfellers 
here,  and  I  was  not  able  to  hinder  it.  I  did 
imagine,  that,  after  my  death,  the  feveral  Lon- 
don 
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don  bookfellers  would  agree  among  themfelves 
to  print  what  each  of  them  had  by  common  con- 
fent ;  but  the  man  here  hath  prevented  it,  much 
to  my  vexation,  for  I  would  as  willingly  have 
it  done  even  in  Scotland.  All  this  has  vexed  me 
not  a  little,  as  done  in  fo  obfcure  a  place.  I 
have  never  yet  looked  into  them,  nor  I  believe 
ever  (hall.  You  will  find  MrStopford  the  fame 
modeft,  virtuous,  learned  man  that  you  laft  faw 
himj  but  with  a  few  more  years,  and  a  great 
deal  more  flefh,  befide  the  bleffing  of  a  wife  and 
children.  I  defire  to  prefent  my  humble  fervice 
to  pur.  I  pray  God  blefs  and  aflift  you  in  your 
glorious  endeavours  for  the  prefervation  of  your 
country,  and  remain,  with  the  trued  refpe&, 
Sir,  your  mod  obedient 

and  obliged  humble  fervant, 

JONATHAN  SWIFT. 

You  will  fee,  by  the  many  blunders  in 
words,  fyllables,  and  letters,  what  a  con- 
dition my  giddy  head  is  in. 


LETTER      DLXXXIX. 

MR   GRANT    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

London,  March  14.  1733-4. 

VERY  REVEREND   SIR, 

rTT>HouGH   I  have  long  been  an  admirer  of 

-*-        your  wit  and  learning,  I  have  not  lefs 

valued  and  efteerned  your  public  fpirit  and  great 

aftedion 
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affeflion  to  your  native  country.  Thefe  valuable 
ingredients  in  your  character  perfuade  me  to 
propofe  to  you  what  I  apprehend  may  be  for  your 
country's  benefit,  and  that  you  will  excufe  my 
taking  the  liberty  to  do  it.  As  good  principles 
difpofe  you,  your  real  merit,  happily  united  with 
them,  gives  you  weight  and  influence  to  promote 
the  public  good;  to  which  I  am  well  affured  your 
country  owes  not  only  the  efcaping  many  evils, 
but  the  eftablifliment  of  many  valuable  articles 
for  the  increafe  of  their  wealth  and  ftrength. 
Though  I  am  not  a  native  of  Ireland,  I  have  al- 
ways regarded  it  as  fo  connected  with  this  coun- 
try, that  the  natives  of  both  iflands  ought  mutu- 
ally to  ftudy  and  advance  the  advantage  of  each 
other.  And  it  is  in  confequence  of  this  principle 
that  I  offer  to  your  confederation,  that  your  coun- 
trymen fliould  heartily  engage  in  and  purfue  the 
white  herring  and  cod-fifhing.  This  is  a  branch 
of  trade  which  Providence  has  given  opportunity 
to  follow  in  both  countries  ;  neither  can  they 
prejudice  one  another,  as  there  maybe  confump- 
tion  for  all  that  may  be  caught  on  both  iflands. 
There  is  nothing  that  would  fo  effectually  em- 
ploy your  poor,  and  prevent  their  going  abroad, 
confidering  the  great  variety  of  trades  neceffary 
in  this  undertaking  ;  it  would  alfo  increafe  the 
confumption  of  your  home-manufa&ures,  and 
increafe  the  balance  of  your  foreign  trade. 

The  north  and  north-cad  parts  of  your  ifland 
lie  exceeding  well,  both  for  the  cod  and  herring 
fifliing,  as  will  appear  to  you  from  their  courfe, 

which 
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which  is  defcribed  in  the  inclofed  pamphlet,  if 
you  take  the  trouble  to  look  upon  it  ;   but  en- 
couragements are  neceflary  to  fupport  a  new  un- 
dertaking in  its  infancy,  becaufe  they  are  always, 
at  the  beginning,  liable  to  charges  and  incorv 
veniencies,  which  difcourage  private  adventurers, 
if  not  fupported  by  the  public.    I  have  with  great 
pleafure  read,  in  the  minutes  of  your  parliament, 
of  late  years,   feveral  inftances  of  their  zeal  for 
their  country's  good,  which  inclines  me  to  be- 
lieve they  would  readily  receive  and  encourage  a 
proposition   of    this  nature,    if   properly  intro- 
duced and  recommended  to  them ;  and  I  mould 
reckon  it  a  particular  good  fortune,  if  I  could 
fugged  what  would  be  acceptable  to  you  and 
them.     I  have  been  defircus  to  eftablifh  and  im- 
prove  this  valuable  branch   of  commerce  into 
Britain;  for  which  reafon  I  have  applied  myfelf 
to  it  feveral  years  lafl  paft,  and  examined   it   in 
all  its  fhapes,   from  whence  I  flatter  myfelf  to 
have  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  in  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  I  am,  with  other  gentlemen,  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  the  neceflary  encouragements  'for1 
it  here;  but  it  being  late  before  we  moved  in  our 
application,  and  appearance  of  a  fhort  feffion,   I 
am  afraid  we  fhall  make  little  progreis  at  this 
time.      Not  being  fufficiently  acquainted  with 
your  laws  and  conftitutions,  I  cannot  take  upon 
me  to  fay  what  may  be  proper  encouragements 
in  your  country;   yet  I   may  freely  venture  to 
aflert  one  propofition,  to  which  every  one  mud 
aflent,   that  it  is  thj  intereft  of  any  nation  to 
VOL.  XVII.  L  grant 
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grant  premiums  and  bounties  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  any  one  branch  of  trade,  which,  in  pro- 
portion to  what  is  paid  by  the  public,  and  when 
that  is  paid  only  to  its  own  fubjeclis,  brings  into 
the  kingdom  ten  times  the  value.  And  I  may, 
with  equal  fafety,  advance  this  other  propofition, 
that  no  article  of  trade  better  deferves  encourage- 
ment, from  both  Britain  and  Ireland,  than  the 
fifning  does ;  or  that  might  be  made  of  fo  great 
confequence  and  general  benefit  to  both  :  To 
which  I  believe  I  may  add,  that  there  is  n6t  any 
bufmefs  more  natural  to  either,  or  the  eftablifn- 
rnent  whereof  would  receive  more  univerfal  ap- 
probation and  applaufe. 

Thefe  things,  from  my  opinion  of  your  charac- 
ter, I  thought  I  might  take  the  liberty  to  trouble 
you  with  ;  which  I  was  the  more  readily  induced 
to,  as  it  furnimed  me  an  opportunity  of  decla- 
ring, that  I  am,  with  great  efteem,  Sir,  your  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

FRANCIS  GRANT. 

P.  S.  If  you  have  any  commands  for  me,  or 
that  you  think  I  may  be  any  ways  ufeful  in 
explaining  or  promoting  this  fubje£t,  I 
{hall  with  pleafure  obey  you;  in  which 
cafe  you  may  direct  for  me,  merchant  in 
London. 


LETTER 


CORRESPONDENCE.         123 
L     E    T   T    E    R      DXC. 

TO   *********,    Efq. 

SIR,  March  19.  1734. 

I  HAD,  fome  days  ago,  a  very  long  letter  from 
a  young  gentleman  whom  1  never  faw  ;  but, 
by  the  name  fubferibed,  I  found  it  came  from  a 
younger  fon  of  your's,  I  fuppofe  your  fecond. 
He  lays  before  me,  in  a  very  particular  mar\ner, 
the  forlorn  condition  he  is  in,  by  the  feverities  of 
you  and  your  lady,  his  mother.  He  freely  owns 
his  boyifh  follies,  when  he  was  firft  brought  up 
to  town,  at  fourteen  years  old  ;  but  he  appeals 
to  Dr  Sheridan  for  the  improvement  he  made  in 
the  Do£tor's  fchool,  and  to  his  tutor  for  his  be- 
haviour in  the  college,  where  he  took  his  de- 
gree with  particular  credit,  being  made  one  of 
the  moderators  of  his  clafs  ;  by  which  it  appears 
that  he  paffed  for  one  of  the  four  heft  fcholars 
in  it.  His  letter  contains  four  large  pages  in 
folio,  and  written  in  a  very  fmall  hand  ;  where 
he  gives  a  hiftory  of  his  life,  from  the  age  of 
fourteen  to  the  prefent  time.  It  is  written  with 
fo  much  fpirit,  nature,  and  good  fenfe,  as  well  as 
appearance  of  truth,  that,  having  firft  razed  out 
the  writer's  name,  I  have  {hewn  it  to  feveral 
gentlemen,  my  friends,  of  great  worth,  learning, 
and  tafte ;  who  all  agree  in  my  opinion  of  the 
letter,  and  think  it  a  pity  that  fo  hopeful  a  youth 
fliouid  not  have  proper  encouragement,  unlef* 
Lz  he 
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he  hath  fome  very  difngreeable  faults,  whereof 
they  and  I  are  ignorant.  When  I  had  written 
thus  far,  Dr  Sheridan  came  to  fee  me  :  I  read 
your  fon's  letter  to  him,  and  he  M'as  equally 
pleafed  with  it,  and  juftified  the  progrefs  the 
young  man  had  made  in  his  fchool.  I  went  this 
evening  to  vifit  a  lady  who  hath  a  very  great  e- 
fteem  and  friendfhip  for  you  and  Mrs  *****  : 
She  told  me  that  the  young  man's  great  fault  was 
too  much  pertnefs,  and  conceit  of  himfelf,  which 
he  often  (hewed  in  your  houfe,  and  even  among 
company.  Which,  I  own,  is  a  very  bad  quality 
in  any  young  man,  and  is  not  eafily  cured  :  Yet, 
I  think,  if  I  had  a  fon  who  had  underftanding, 
wit,  and  humour,  to  write  fuch  a  letter,  I  could 
not  find  it  in  my  hear;  to  cait  him  off,  but  try 
what  good  advice  and  maturer  years  would  do 
towards  amendment  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
give  him  no  caufe  to  complain  of  wanting  con- 
venient food,  lodging,  and  raiment.  He  lay$ 
the  whole  weight  of  his  letter  to  me  upon  the 
truth  of  the  fatb,  and  is  content  to  (land  or  fall 
by  them.  If  he  be  a  liar,  he  is  into  the  bargain 
an  unpardonable  foo! ;  and  his  good  natural,  as 
well  -as  acquired  parts,  (hall  be  an  aggravation  to 
me  to  render  him  more  odious.  I  hear  he  is 
turned  of  one  and  twenty  years;  and  what  he  al- 
ledges  fcoms  to  be  true,  that  he  is  not  yet  put 
into  any  way  of  living,  either  by  law,  phyfic,  or 
divinity ;  although,  in  his  letter,  he  pretends  to 
have  fludied  the  firft,  on  your  promife  to  fend 
the  Temple:  But  your  mind  altering,  and 

you 
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you  rather  chufmg  to  fend  him  to  Leyden,  he  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  ftudy  phyfic,  and  made  fome 
progrefs  in  it  •,  but  for  many  months  he  hath 
heard  nothing  more  from  you  ;  fo  that  now  he 
is  in  utter  delpait,  loaden  with  the  hatred  of  both 
his  parents,  and  lodges  in  a  garret  in  William- 
ftreet,  with  only  the  liberty  to  dine  at  your  houfer 
and  no  further  care  taken  of  himv 

Sir,  although  I  have  feldom  been  in  your  com- 
pany, it  is  many  years  frnee  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  known  to  you  j   and  I  always  thought,   as 
well  as  heard,    that  you  were  a  gentleman  of 
great  honour,  truth,  knowledge,  modefty,  good- 
nature, and  candour.     As  to  your  lady,,  I  never 
fa\v  her  but  once,  and  then  but  for  ax  few  mi- 
nutes :  She  hath  the  character  of  being  a  very 
polite  and  accomplimed  perfon;   and  therefore, 
very  probably,   her  fon's  rough,    over-weening, 
forward   behaviour,  ajnong  company  with   her, 
without  that  due  deference  which  only  can  re- 
commend youth,  may  be  very  difguflful  to  her. 
Your  fon  defires  me,  in  his  letter,  to  apply  to 
fome   friends   who  have  moft  credit  with  you, 
that  you  will  pleafe  to  put  him  into  fome  way  of  ^ 
life  ;  and  he  wiib.es  that  thofe  friends  would  be 
fo  generous  to  join  in  contributing  fome  allow- 
ance to  fupport  him  at  Leyden.   I  think  it  would 
have  been  well  if  he  had  been  fent  to  fea  in  the 
proper  time,  or  had  now  a  commiflion  in  the  ar- 
my.     Yet,  if  he  were  the  original  writer  of  that 
letter  fent  to  me  under  his  name,  1  confefs  my- 
very  partial,  as  to  be  extremely  forry  if 
L  3  he 
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he  {hould  not  deferve  and  acquire  the  favour  of 
you  and  your  lady  ;  in  which  cafe,  any  parents 
might  be  forgiven  for  being  proud  of  fuch  a  fon 
I  have  no  acquaintance  with  his  tutor,  Dr  King  j 
but  if  Lean  learn  from  thofe  who  have,  I  (hall  be 
glad  to  hear  that  he  confirms  the  character  of  the 
young  man's  good  parts  and  learning,  as  Dr  She- 
ridan hath  done. 

I  intreat  your  pardon  for  this  long  letter,  and 
for  offering  to  interfere  in  a  domeftic  point, 
where  I  have  no  information  but  from  or*e  fide: 
But  I  can  faithfully  affure  you,  that  my  regard  is 
altogether  for  the  fervice  and  cafe  of  you  and 
your  lady  and  family.  I  have  always  thought 
that  a  happy  genius  is  feldom  without  fome  bent 
towards  virtue,  and  therefore  deferves  fome  in- 
dulgence. Mod  of  the  great  villains  I  have 
known  (which  were  not  a  fmall  number)  have 
been  brutes  in  their  underilandings  as  well  as 
their  actions. 

But  I  have  already  run  out  my  paper,  as  well 
as  your  patience.      I  (hall  therefore    conclude 
with  the  fincere  profeflkm  of  being,   with  great 
cfteem  and  truth, 
SIR, 

Your  mod  obedient,  and 
mod  humble  fervant. 


LETTER 
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LORD   BOLINGBOKE    TO    DR  SWIFT. 
REV.  AND   DEAR   SIR,  April  12.    1734. 

I  HAVE  received  your's  of  the  i6th  of  Febru- 
ary very  lately ;  but  bave  not  yet  feen  the 
perfon  who  brought  it,  nor  am  I  likely  to  fee 
him,  unlefs  he  rinds  me  out  in  my  retreat.  Our 
friend  Pope  is  in  town,  and  to  him  I  fend  this 
letter  ;  for  he  tells  me,  he  can  forward  it  to  you 
by  the  hands  of  one  of  our  common  friends.  If 
I  can  do  Mr  Faulkner  any  fervice,  I  ihall  cer- 
tainly do  it,  becaufe  I  (hall  catch  at  any  oppor- 
tunity of  pleating  you  ;  but  my  help,  in  a  pro- 
ject of  fubfcription,  will,  I  fear,  avail  him  little. 
I  live  much  out  of  the  world,  and  I  do  not  blufh 
to  own,  that  I  am  out  of  faihion  in  it.  My 
wife,  who  is  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your 
kind  remembrance  of  her,  and  who  defires  me 
to  fay  all  the  fond  things  from  her  to  you  which 
I  know  {he  thinks,  enjoys  a  precarious  health, 
eafily  (hook,  and  fometimes  interrupted  by  fits 
of  fevere  pain  j  but,  upon  the  whole,  much  better 
than  it  has  been  thefe  five  years.  I  walk  down- 
hill eafily  and  leifurely  enough,  except  when  a 
ftrong  difpofition  to  the  jaundice  (that  I  have 
long  carried  about  me)  gives  me  a  (hove.  I  guard 
againft  it  as  well  as  I  can  j  the  cenfors  fay,  not 
as  well  as  I  might.  Too  fedentary  a  life  hurts 
me,  and  yet  I  do  not  care  to  lead  any  other  ; 
for  fauntering  about  my  grounds  is  not  exercife. 

I 
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I  fay,  I  will  be  very  a&ive  this  fummer,  and  I 
will  try  to  keep  my  word.  Riding  is  your  pa- 
nacea ,-  and  Bathurft  is  younger  than  his  fons 
by  obferving  the  fame  regimen.  If  I  can  keep 
where  I  am  a  few  years  longer,  I  (hall  be  fatif- 
fied  ;  for  I  have  fomething,  and  not  much,  to 
do  before  I  die.  I  know  by  experience  one  can- 
not ferve  the  prefent  age.  About  pofterity  one 
may  flatter  one's  felf,  and  I  have  a  mind  to 
write  to  the  next  age.  You  have  feen,  I  doubt 
not,  the  Ethic  Epiftles ;  and  though  they  go 
a  little  into  metaphyfics,  I  perfuade  myfelf 
you  both  underftand  and  approve  them  :  The  firft 
book  being  finifhed,  the  others  will  foon  follow; 
for  many  of  them  are  writ,  or  crayoned  out. 

What   are   you   doing  ? Good,    I    am   fure. 

But  of  what  kind  ?  Pray,  Mr  Dean,  be  a  little 
more  cautious  in  your  recommendations.  I  took 
care,  a  year  ago,  to  remove  fome  obftacles  that 
might  have  hindered  the  fuccefs  of  one  of  your 
recommendations,  and  I  have  heartily  repented 
of  it  fince.  The  fellow  wants  morals,  and,  as 
I  hear,  decency,  fometimes.  You  have  had  ac- 
counts, I  prefume,  which  will  not  leave  you  at 
a  lofs  to  guefs  whom  I-  mean.  Is  there  no  hope 
left  of  feeing  you  once  more  in  this  ifland  ?  I 
often  wiih  myfelf  out  of  it ;  and  I  (hall  wifh  fo 
much  more,  if  it  is  impofllble  de  voijiner  (I  know 
no  Englifh  word  to  fay  the  fame  thing)  with  you. 
Adieu,  dear  Sir ;  no  man  living  preferves  a 
higher  efteem,  or  a  more  warm  and  fincere 
friendship  for  you  than  I  do, 

LETTER 
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LOUD    C TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Jermyn-Jlrect,   Jipril  13.  1734. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  letter,  which  gave 
me  a  considerable  pleafure  to  fee  that  1  am 
not  fo  much  out  of  your  thoughts,  hut  that  you 
can  take  notice  oi  events  that  happen  in  my  fa- 
mily. I  need  not  fay,  that  thefe  alliances  * 
are  very  agreeable  to  me  ;  but  that  they  are  fo 
to  my  friends,  adds  much  to  the  fatisfa£Uon  I 
receive  from  them.  They  certainly  enable  me 
to  contrail  my  defires,  which  is  no  inconfide- 
rable  ftep  towards  being  happy.  As  to  the  o- 
ther  things,  I  go  on  as  well  as  I  can  ;  and  now 
and  then  obferve  that  I  have  more  friends  than 
I  had  when  I  was  in  a  fituation  to  do  them  fer- 
vice.  This  may  be  a  delufion  :  However,  it  is 
a  pleafing  one.  And  I  have  more  reafon  to  be- 
lieve a  man,  now  I  can  do  him  no  good,  than  I 
had  when  I  could  do  him  favours,  which  the 
greateft  philofophers  are  fometimes  tempted  to 
folicit  their  friends  about.  I  (hall  continue  to 
ferve  Mrs  Barber,  by  recommending  her,  as 
occafion  (hall  offer,  where  it  is  neceffary  ;  but 
you  have  done  that  fo  effe&ually,  that  nothing 
need  be  faid  to  thofe  to  whom  you  have  faid  any 

thing 

•  His  Lordfliip's  third  daughter,  Georgina-Carolina, 
was  married^  I4th  Feb.  1733-4,  to  the  Hon«urable  Joha 
Spencer.' 
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thing  in  her  behalf.  I  hope  Dr  Delany  is,  as 
he  always  ufed  to  be,  chearful  in  himfelf,  and 
agreeable  to  all  that  know  him  ;  and  that  he, 
by  this  time,  is  convinced,  that  the  world  is  not 
worthy  of  fo  much  fpeculation  as  he  has  be  flow- 
ed upon  fome  matters.  Lady  "Woriley,  my 
wife,  and  daughters,  to  whom  I  have  (hewn 
your  letter,  not  forgetting  my  mother,  prefent 
their  humble  feivice  to  you.  And  I  defire  to 
recommend  the  whole  family,  as  well  as  myfeif, 
to  the  continuance  of  your  favour.  I  am,  Sir, 
with  the  greateft  refpe£fc,  your  moil  humble  and 
moft  obedient  fervant, 

C. 
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TO   MISS   HOADLEY  *. 

MADAM,  June  4.  1734. 

XI  HEN  I  lived  in  England,  once  every  year 

»  '  I  iflued  out  an  edi&,  commanding  that 
all  ladies  of  wit,  fenfe,  merit,  and  quality,  who 
had  an  ambition  to  be  acquainted  with  me, 
ihould  make  the  firfl  advances  at  their  peril ; 
which  edi£l,  you  may  believe,  was  univerfally 
obeyed.  "When  (much  againil  my  will)  I  came 
to  live  in  this  kingdom,  I  publifhed  the  fame  e- 
dic~i  j  only  the  harvelt  here  being  not  altogether 

fo 

•Daughter  of  Dr  John  Hoadley,  Archbi&op  of  Dublin. 
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fo  plentiful,  I  confined  myfelf  to  a  fmaller  com- 
pafs.  This  made  me  often  wonder  how  you 
came  fo  long  to  negledl  your  duty  ;  for  if  you 
pretend  ignorance,  I  may  produce  legal  witnefies 
againfl  you, 

I  have  heard  of  a  judge  bribed  with  a  pig, 
but  it  was  difcovered  by  the  fqueaking ;  and 
therefore  you  have  been  fo  politic  as  to  fend  me 
a  dead  one,  which  can  tell  no  tales.  Your  pre- 
fent  of  butter  was  made  with  the  fame  defign, 
as  a  known  eourt-pradtice,  to  greafe  my  fift  that 
1  might  keep  filence.  Thefe  are  great  offences, 
contrived  on  purpofe  to  corrupt  my  integrity. 
And  befides,  I  apprehend  that  if  I  fhould  wait 
on  you  to  return  my  thanks,  you  will  deny  that 
the  pig  and  butter  were  any  advances  at  all  on 
your  fide,  and  give  out  that  I  made  them  firft  ; 
by  which  I  may  endanger  the  fundamental  pri- 
vilege that  I  have  kept  fo  many  years  in  two 
kingdoms,  at  lead  make  it  a  point  of  controver- 
fy.  However,  I  have  two  ways  to  be  revenged  : 
Firft,  I  will  let  all  the  ladies  of  my  acquaintance 
know,  that  you,  the  fole  daughter  and  child  to 
his  Grace  of  Dublin,  are  fo  mean  as  to  defcend 
to  understand  houfewifery,  which  every  girl  of 
this  town,  who  can  afford  fixpence  a-month  for 
a  chair,  would  fcorn  to  be  thought  to  have  the 
leaft  knowledge  in  :  And  this  will  give  you  a* 
ill  a  reputation  as  if  you  had  been  caught  in  the 
fadl  of  reading  a  hiftory,  or  handling  a  needle, 
or  walking  in  a  field  at  Tallagh.  My  other  re* 
{hall  be  this :  When  my  Lord's  gentleman 

delivered 
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delivered  his  meflage,  after  I  put  him  fome  que- 
ftions,  he  drew  out  a  paper  containing  your  direc- 
tions, and  in  your  hand  :  I  faid  it  properly  be- 
longed to  me  ;  and  when  I  had  read  it,  I  put  it 
in  my  pocket,  and  am  ready  to  fwear,  when  law- 
fully called,  that  it  is  written  in  a  fair  hand, 
rightly  fpelt,  and  good  plain  fenfe.  You  now 
may  fee  I  have  you  at  mercy  ;  for,  upon  the  lealt 
offence  given,  I  will  ihew  the  paper  to  every  fe- 
male fcrawler  I  meet,  who  will  foon  fpread  a- 
bout  the  town,  that  your  writing  and  fpelling  are 
ungenteel  and  unfafhionable,  more  like  a  parfon 
than  a  lady. 

I  fuppofe,  by  this  time,  you  are  willing  to  fub- 
mit ;  and  therefore  I  defire  you  may  ftint  me  to 
two  china-bowls  of  butter  a-week  j  for  my  break- 
faft  is  that  of  a  (ickly  man,  rice-gruel,  and  I  am 
wholly  a  ftranger  to  tea  and  coffee,  the  compa- 
nions of  bread  and  butter.  I  received  my  third 
bowl  laft  night,  and  I  think  my  fecond  is  almoft 
entire.  I  hope  and  believe  my  Lord  Archbithop 
will  teach  his  neighbouring  tenants  and  farmers 
a  little  Englifli  country-management :  And  I  lay 
it  upon  you,  Madam,  to  bring  houfewifery  in 
fafhion  among  our  ladies,  that,  by  your  example, 
they  may  no  longer  pride  themfeives  on  their  na- 
tural or  affected  ignorance.  I  am,  with  the  trueil 
refpecl  and  efteem, 

MADAM, 
Your  mofl  obedient  and  obliged,  fcjV. 

I  defire  to  prefent  my  moft,  &c.  to  his  Grace 
and  the  ladies. 

LETTER 
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LETTER      DXCIV. 


THE   BISHOP   OF   CLOGHER  *    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

MR  DEAN,  Chgber,  June  25.  1734. 

I  HAVE  a  letter  of  your's  of  a  very  long  date  f, 
and  fhould,  it  may  be,  out  of  good  manners, 
have  anfwered  it  long  fince ;  but  I  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  delay  the  anfwer  I  was  then 
able  to  make,  to  our  firft  private  meeting,  which 
I  thought  might  be  foon  ;  and  for  the  fame  rea— 
fon  that  delayed  me  then,  I  fhall  put  off  my  de- 
fence till  I  have  the  pleafure  of  half  an  hour's 
private  conversation  with  you,  when  I  think  I 
fhall  be  able  to  clear  myfelf  from  the  heavy  char- 
ges you  bring  againft  me  ;  and  therefore,  not.  to 
take  any  farther  notice  of  that  letter,  I  fhall,  in 
anfwer  to  your  lad,  which  I  received  by  hift  po(t, 
return  you  my  thanks  for  your  having  taken  the 
fame  care  about  the  fixty  pounds,  which,  at  your 
requeft,  I  lent  Joe  Beaumont,  whofe  circumftan- 
ces  at  that  time  I  was  pretty  much  a  flranger  to, 
as  you  have  taken  about  the  money  you  lent  him 
on  the  fame  occafioii ;  and  as  this  ihall  ferve  for 
a  full  difcharge  of  all  demands  I  have  on  Joe's 
VOL.  XVII.  M  execution, 

"  Dr  Sterne. 

'  t  That  L-tter  of  Dr  Swift's  was  dated  ia  Jnl»  1733, 
and  printed  bv  Johnfton  in  1765,  No-  5^.  As  1  have  hail 
occafion  to  refer  in  this  collection  of  letters,  I  fbali  em- 
brace th's  opportunity  of  acknowledging  an  erratum 
ivl.kli  cftapod  my  obfervati  >n  in  the  hurry  of  tranfcri- 
bmg  tlie-ii  for  the  prefs.  The  fecorul  'narajrrar>h,  No  69, 
begins  thus,  "  Lord  Bath,  &c.  read,  Loid  Uathurft,  6-c.* 
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execution  *,  fo  I  mall  take  it  as  a  favour,  if  you 
will  take  on  you  the  trouble  of  difpofing  of  that 
fum  of  fifty  pounds,  as  an  augmentation  to  your 
own  charitable  fund,  or  to  any  other  charitable 
ufe  you  fhall  judge  proper,  and  that  Idefire  may 
be  without  any  mention  of  my  name. 

If  you  defire  an  acquittance  in  any  other  form, 
be  pleafed  to  draw  one,  and  I  will  fign  it.  I 
Ihall  be  proud  of  a  vifit  in  this  mountainous  coun- 
try, being,  notwithftanding  any  coolnefs  or  mif- 
underftanding  that  has  happened  between  us, 
as  much  as  ever  your  affectionate  friend  and  fer- 
vant, 

JOHN  CLOGHER. 


LETTER      DXCV. 

LORD   BOLINGBROKE   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

From  my  farm ,  June  27.  1734- 

I  THANK  you,  my  dear  Dean;  or  to  ufe  a 
name  to  me  more  facred,  I  thank  you,  my 
friend,  for  your  letter  of  the  2jd  of  May,  which 
came  to  me  by  poft.  I  anfwer  it  by  the  fame 
conveyance  ;  and  provided  the  diligent  infpec- 
tion  of  private  mens  correipondence  do  not  itop 
our  letters,  they  have  my  leave  to  do,  what  they 
will  do  without  it,  to  open  and  read  them.  If 
they  expeft  to  find  any  thing  which  may  do  us 

hurt, 

*  This  execution  was  again  ft  the  heirs  or  reprefenta- 
tivcs  of  Mr  Beaumont,  who  had  died  feveral  years  before 
the  date  of  this  letter. 
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hurt,  or  them  good  ;  their  difappointment  will 
give  me  pleafure,  and  in  the  proportion,  I  (hall 
imagine  it  gives  them  pain.  I  fhould  have  ano- 
ther pleafure,  of  higher  relifh,  if  our  epiftles 
were  to  be  perufed  by  perfons  of  higher  rank. 
And  who  knows,  confidering  the  mighty  im- 
port-nice we  are  of,  whether  that  may  not  hap- 
pen ?  How  would  thefe  perfons  (tare,  to  fee 
fuch  a  thing  as  fincere  cordial  friendfhip  fubfift, 
inviolate,  and  grow  and  ftrengthen  from  year  to 
year,  in  fpite  of  diJlance,  abfence,  and  mu- 
tual inutility  j 

But  enough  on  this.  Let  us  turn  to  other 
fubjefts.  1  have  read,  in  the  golden  verfes  of 
Pythagoras,  or  in  fome  other  collection  of  wife 
apophthegms  of  the  ancients,  that  a  man  of  bu- 
Cnefs  may  talk  of  philofophy,  a  man  who  has 
none  may  pra£Ufe  it.  What  do  you  think  of 
this  maxim  ?  Is  it  exa&  ?  I  have  a  ftrange  diftruft 
of  maxims.  We  make  as  many  obfervations  as 
our  time,  our  knowledge,  and  the  other  means 
we  have,  give  us  the  opportunity  of  making  on 
a  phyfical  matter.  We  find  that  they  all  cor- 
refpond,  and  that  one  general  proportion  may 
be  affirmed  as  the  refult  of  them.  This  we 
affirm  ;  and,  in  confequence,  this  becomes  a 
maxim  among  our  followers,  if  we  have  any. 
Thus  the  King  of  Siam  affirmed  that  water  was 
always  in  a  fluid  ftate ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  the 
Talapoins,  do  they  not  call  them  fo  ?  held  this 
maxim.  Neither  he,  or  they,  had  ever  climbed 
the  neighbouring  mountains  of  Ava  j  their  ob- 
M  2  fervations 
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fervations  were  confined  to  the  burning  climate 
they  inhabited.  It  is  much  the  fame  in  moral 
maxims,  founded  on  obfervations  of  the  conduct 
of  men  •,  for  there  are  other  moral  maxims  of 
univerfal  truth,  as  there  are  moral  duties  of  e- 
ternal  obligation.  We  fee  what  the  conduit  is, 
and  we, guefs  what  the  motives  ^re,  of  great 
numbers  of  men  •,  but  then  we  fee  often  at  too 
great  a  diftance,  or  through  a  faulty  medium  : 
We  guefs  with  much  uncertainty  from  a  thoufand 
reafons  concerning  a  thing  as  various,  as  chan- 
ging, as  inconfiftent  as  the  heart  of  man.  And 
even  when  we  fee  right,  and  guefs  right,  we 
build  our  maxims  on  a  fmall  number  of  obfer- 
vations (for  fuch  they  are  comparatively,  how 
numerous  foever  they  may  be,  taken  by  them- 
felves)  which  our  own  age  and  our  own  country 
chiefly  have  prefented  to  us. 

You  and  I  have  known  one  man  in  particular, 
who  affc&ed  bufinefs  he  often  hindered,  and  ne- 
ver did  ;  who  had  the  honour  among  fome,  and 
the  blame  among  others,  of  bringing  about  great 
revolutions  in  his  own  country,  and  in  the  gene- 
ral affairs  of  Europe  ;  and  who  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  idleft  creature  living  v  who  was  never 
more  copious  than  in  exprefling,  when  that  was 
the  theme  of  the  day,  his  indifference  to  power, 
and  his  contempt  of  what  we  call  honours,  fuch 
as  titles,  ribbands,  &c.  who  fhould,  to  have 
been  confident,  have  had  this  indifference,  and 
have  felt  this  contempt,  fince  he  knew  neither 
how  to  ufe  power,  nor  how  to  wear  honours, 

and 
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and  yet  who  was  jealous  of  one,  and  fond  of  the 
other,  even  to  ridicule.  This  character  feems 
fingular  enough,  and  yet  I  have  known  fome 
refembling  it  very  much  in  general,  and  many 
exactly  like  it,  in  the  ftrongefl  marks  it  bore. 

Now  let  us  fuppofe,  that  fome  Rochfaucault, 
or  other  fome  Anthroponomical  fage,  fhould 
difcover  a  multitude  of  fimilar  inftances,  and  not 
ftumble  upon  any  one  repugnant ;  you  and  I 
fhould  not,  however,  receive  for  a  maxim,  that 
he  who  affects  bufinefs  never  does  it :  Nor  this, 
that  he  who  brings  about  great  revolutions,  is 
always  idle  :  Nor  this,  that  he  who  exprefles  in- 
difference to  power,  and  contempt  of  honours, 
is  jealous  of  one,  and  fond  of  the  others. 

Proceed  we  now,  dear  Doctor,  to  the  appli- 
cation. A  man  in  bufinefs,  and  a  man  who  is 
out  of  it,  may  equally  talk  of  philofophy  ;  that 
is  certain.  The  queltion  is,  whether  the  man 
in  bufinefs  may  not  practife  it,  as  well  as  the 
man  out  of  bufinefs  ?  I  think  he  may,  in  this- 
fenfe,  as  eafily  •,  but  fure  I  am,  he  may,  in  this 
fenfe,  as  ufefully.  If  we  look  into  the  world, 
our  part  of  it  I  mean,  we  (hall,  find,  I  believe, 
few  philosophers  in  bufinefs,  or  out  of  bufinefs,. 
the  greateft  part  of  the  men  I  have  feen  in  bu- 
finefs, perhaps  all  of  them,  have  been  fo  far 
from  acting  on  philosophical  principles,  that  is, 
on  principles  of  reafon  and  virtue,  that  they 
have  not  acted  even  on  the  higheft  principles  of 
vice.  I  have  not  known  a  man  of  real  ambition  -r 
a  man  who  facrificed  all  his  paflions,  or  made 
M  them 
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them  all  fubfervient  to  that  one  •,  but  I  have 
known  many,  whofe  vanity  and  whofe  avarice 
mimicked  ambition.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
men  I  have  feen  out  of  bufinefs  have  been  fo  far 
from  pra£tifing  philofophy,  that  they  have  lived 
in  the  world  arrant  triflers  ;  or,  retiring  from  it, 
have  fallen  into  ftupid  indolence,  and  deferved 
fuch  an  infcription  as  Seneca  mentions,  in  one 
of  his  letters  to  Lucilius,  to  have  been  put  over 
ihe  door  of  one  Vattia  :  Hie  fiti/s  ejt  Vaitla. 
But,  for' all  this,  I  think  that  a  man  in  bufinefs 
may  pratlife  philofophy  as  auflerely  to  himfelf, 
and  more  beneficially  to  mankind,  than  a  man 
out  of  it.  The  Stoics  were  an  a  fie  died,  pedan- 
tical  fcft  ;  but  I  have  always  approved  that  rule 
of  the  Poftique,  that  a  philofopher  was  not  to 
except  himfelf  from  the  duties  of  fociety,  nei- 
ther in  the  community  to  which  he  particularly 
belonged,  nor  in  the  great  corrtmunity  of  man- 
kind. Mencius,  and  his  mafter  Confucius,  were 
flrange  metaphyficians,  but  they  were  good  mo- 
ralifts,  and  they  divided  their  doctrines  into 
three  parts  ;  the  duties  of  a  man  ;  of  an  indivi- 
dual, as  a  member  of  a  family ;  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  a  ftate.  In  fhort,  a  man  may  be,  many 
men  have  been,  and  fome  are,  I  believe,  philo- 
fophcrs  in  bufinefs  3  he  that  can  be  fo  out  of 
it,  can  be  fo  in  it. 

But  it  is  impoffible  to  talk  fo  much  of  philo- 
fophy,  and  forget  to  fpeak  of  Pope.     He  is  ac- 
tually rambling  from  one  friend's  houfe>to  ano- 
ther.    He  is  now  at  Cirencefter  ;   he  came  thi- 
ther 
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ther  from  my  Lord  Cobham's;  he  came  to  my 
Lord  Coblvam's  from  Mr  Dormer's ;  to  Mr  Dor- 
mer's from  London  ;  to  London  from  Chifwick  \ 
to  Cbifwick  from  my  farm  ;  to  my  farm  from  his 
own  garden  ',  and  he  goes  foon  from  Lord  Ba- 
thurft's  to  Lord  Peterborow's  ;  after  wbich,  he 
returns  to  my  farm  again.  The  dremon  of  verfc 
flicks  clofe  to  him.  HK  has  been  imitating  the 
fatire  of  Horace,  which  begins  Ambubaiarum 
Collegia  pbarmacopolx,  &c.  and  has  chofe  rather 
to  weaken  the  images,  than  to  hurt  chafte  ears 
overmuch.  He  has  fent  it  me  ;  but  I  (hall  keep 
his  fecret  as  he  defires,  and  (hall  not,  I  think, 
return  him  the  copy  ;  for  the  rogue  has  fixed  a 
ridicule  upon  me,  which  fome  events  of  my  life 
•would  feem  perhaps  to  jufiify  him  in  doing.  I 
am  glad  you  approve  his  Moral  Effays.  They 
will  do  more  good  than  the  fermons  and  writings 
of  fome,  who  had  a  mind  to  find  a  great  fault 
with  them.  And  if  the  do&rines  taught,  hint- 
ed at,  and  implied  in  them,  and  the  trains  of  con- 
fequences  deducible  from  thefe  doctrines,  were 
to  be  difputed  in  profe,  I  think  he  would  have' 
no  reafon  to  apprehend  either  the  Freethinkers 
on  one  hand,  or  the  narrow  Dogmatifts  on  the 
other.  Some  £ew  things  may  be  exprefled  a 
little  hardly;  but  none  are,  I  believe,  unintelli- 
gible. I  will  let  him  know  your  complaints  of 
his  filence  ;  which  I  wonder  at  the  more,  be- 
caufe  he  has  often  fpoke  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
made  me  conclude  you  heard  from  him  pretty 
regularly.  Your  compliments  lhall  be  paid  like- 
\vife  to  the  other  friends  you  mention. 

You 
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You  complain  of  the  vaft  alteration  winch  the 
iaft  feven  years  have  made  in  you  ;  and  do  you 
believe  that  they  have  not  made  proportionable 
alterations  in  us  ?  Satisfy  yourfelf  they  have. 
We  all  go  the  fame  road,  and  keep  much  the 
fame  ftages.  Let  this  confideration,  therefore, 
not  hinder  you  from  coming  amongft  us.  You 
ihall  ride,  walk,  trifle,  meddle,  chide,  and  be 
as  ill-bred  as  you  pleafe  ;  and  the  indulgence 
you  receive  on  thofe  heads  you  lhall  return  on 
thefe  or  others.  Adieu. 

I  will  fpeak  to  you  about  books  next  time  I 
write,  if  I  can  recollecl  what  I  intend  to  fay  up- 
on a  paffage  in  your  letter  ;  or  if  any  thing  elfe, 
worth  faying,  comes  into  my  head.  Adieu, 
my  friend. 


LETTER      DXCVI. 

DR    SHERIDAN     TO     DR    SWIET. 
DE  ARMIS  TER   DE   AN,  June  28.    1734. 

I  EXPECT u RE  anfer  an  da  fullone  abo  ut  mi 
monito  de.  Times  a  re  veri  de  ad.nota  do 
it  oras  hi  lingat  almi  e  ftate.  Mire  fe  ver  cannas 
vel  res  ad  e  villas  a  peni,  Curfim  I  fe  fora  prime 
minis  ter.  Cantu  res  a  Sum  at  ab  an  curfu  de  an. 
Atri  do.  Uno  mi  de  arde  annuo  me  a.  gro  at. 
Ids  hi  time  tot  hinc  ope  in  it.  I  ama  non  eft 
manicie,  ac  nave  is  mi  averfio  ni  de  clare. 

Ad  unis  at  mi  do  ore  fora  Sum  io  on  da  nat 
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urnre,  ab  umbelicum  in  at  his  ars,  as  redi  as  ac 
at  is  at  amo  ufc,  ora  rati  fe,  orabat. 

lambicum  as  mutas  a  Statu  ;  as  Ircnas  ara  quc; 
as  de  a  fas  an  ad  aris ;  as  hae  a  vi  as  an  alfis ;  as 
quaer  as  a  due  ;  aft  emas  alam  ;  as  de  ad  as  ado  or 
na  ilis ;  as  infipidas  de  ad  vi  negaries  ;  ora  potato 
in  me.  I  re  membri  vas  o  na  time  as  qui  cafa 
He  it  a  Isedis  bellij  as  meri  as  a  Philli;  as  fuilo  pleas 
ac  id  j  as  fulio  mcretrix  as  ac  it  en  is,  oras  ab  a 
bodi  na  capis.  I  rite  fi  miles  ufe  e,  cantu  ritum. 
Udi  ne  at  urfe  de  at  mi  o  ufe.  I  vah  belli  fulio 
meato  en  ter  tenus  fit  fora  nil  ordinis  equi  page. 
Uva  ftomachi  me  ope.  Here  is  ab  iilo  fare. 
Ago  ufe.  A  paro  dux.  Sum  fis  bis,  as  a  paro 
foles.  A  paro  places.  A  pud  in.  A  fri  cafei. 
Arabit  aftu  in.  Nc-u  pes.  Neu  beans.  Alanr 
pij  fit  fora  minis  ter  o  (late.  Acus  tardis  aft  it 
abit  as  at  artis.  Afri  teris  mi  de  lite.  Mi  liquor 
iftoc  que,  it  coftus  api  Stola  quarti  a  verrit. 
A  quartos  ac.  Margo  ufe  claret  as  fine  as  a 
rubi.  Graves.  Lac  rima  Chrifti.  Hoc.  Cote 
rotae.  Sum  Cyprus.  As  fine  Sidcra  fe  ver  Id 
runcat  at  averne. 

Prse&e  fpecus  a  Superaturus.  Su  mmas  par  a 
gufto  eat.  Sum  colli  flo  ures,  ac  ab  age  Isetis 
fora  Sal  ad.  Invita  laedito  ac  cum  pani  ure  ve- 
rens,  nota  praeter,  nota  coquet.  A  grave  matronis 
pro  per  fora  grave  de  an,  an  da  do&or,  as  das 
cole  mas  ter. 

I  ritu  a  verfe  o  na  molli  o  mi  ne, 
Alia  Jaffa  me  pole,  a  laedis  o  fine, 
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I  ne  ver  neu  at  nifo  ne  a  in  mi  ni  is, 

A  manat  a  glans  ora  fito  fer  diis, 

De  armo  lis  abuti  hos  face  an  hos  nos  is. 

As  fer  a  fal  illi,  as  reddas  aro  fis, 

Ac  is  o  mi  molli  is  almi  de  lite, 

Illo  verbi  de,  an  illo  verbi  nite. 

I  figo  imus  te  cato  turn  an  dumus  trans  ac  ure 
penfe  exceptive  illuc.  I  fi  pie  in  geftitis  fora 
negat  eas  ter.  Notabit  fora  cardami,  norabit 
fora  di  fe  i,  as  migranum  has  fed  forti  times. 

I  nono  nues  ofta  ni  memento  ritu  buttabata 
ilis  o  ver  at  Dans  fie.  In  Itali  an  in  Germani 
merce  nari  es  de  fertum  everi  de.  O  ne  gener 
alis  de  ad  ac  an  non  bul  lit  hue  offis  ha  ad.  A 
fle  et  is  prse  par  in  for  a  fe  fite.  Me  ni  Si 
eges  ara  carri  in  o  nat  his  time. 

Mi  Magis  as  meri  as  an  apis.  Hse  do  es  fe  a 
quse  cur  a  quae  cur  a  cur.  Hse  is  caper  in  in  ac 
age  me  do  Sali.  Abit  ob  re  ad  is  gener  all  his. 
fuper  ora  livor  offa  lambis. 

Mifer  vifto  alat  o  me,  excufe  mi  has  te ;  Fore 
ver  an  de  ver  ures. 

TOMAS  SER  ID  AN. 

Afri  de  at  en   ac  locat  mi  Studij. 


LETTER 
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THE   EARL   OF  OXFORD   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

COOD  MR  J>EAN,  Dover-ftreet,  Aug.  I.  1734. 

IT  is  now  fo  long  fince  I  have  troubled  you  with 
a  letter,  that  1  am  almoft  quite  afhamed  to  do 
it  now ;  but  the  truth  of  the  cafe  is  this,  I  can- 
not be  longer  eafy  any  further  to  defer  my  making 
my  due  acknowledgments  to  you  in  the  beft  man- 
ner I  can,  for  the  many  kind  remembrances  I 
have  received  from  under  your  own  hand,  and 
your  obliging  notice  of  me  in  your  letters  to  Mr 
Pope,  £sV.  It  was  an  extreme  great  pleafure  to 
fne  to  find  that  I  itill  maintained  a  ihare  in  your 
thoughts  that  I  was  dill  worthy  to  receive  your 
commands.  I  did  my  bed  ;  I  did  all  that  lay  in 
my  power  to  obey  them ;  I  wim  there  had  been 
better  luccefs.  1  aflure  you  this,  that  there  is 
no  perfon  (I  fpeak  without  excepting  one)  whofe 
commands  I  would  more  readily  obey  than 
your's ;  I  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  indulge 
me,  and  make  ufe  of  your  power  often  :  I  value 
myfelf  not  a  little  upon  this  fcore,  and  you  fee 
here  bow  eafy  it  is  for  you  to  make  one  happy, 

which  is  more  than  can  be  faid  of  

I  (hall  now  take  the  liberty  fo  talk  to  you  a 
little  upon  family-affairs  ;  and  my  encourage- 
ment to  do  it  proceeds  from  this,  that  ever  fince 
I  have  been  fo  fortunate  to  be  acquainted  with 
you,  you  have  in  the  kindeft  manner  always  ta- 
ken 
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ken  a  part  in  whatever  fortune  befel  me  or  my 
family. 

Indulge  therefore  the  fondnefs  of  a  father  to 
detain  you  fo  long  as  to  give  a  fincere  friend 
fome  account  of  the  completing  a  great  work, 
^ie  difpofal  of  an  only  daughter  in  marriage,  and 
in  thefe  times. 

The  whole  affair  was  conducted  with  as  much 
care  and  confideration  as  we  were  capable  of: 
When  we  looked  over  and  weighed  the  many  of- 
fers that  had  been  propofcd  to  us,  and  what  fort 
of  creatures  they  were  compofed  of,  this  perfon 
we  have  'now  chofen  had  the  faireft  and  moft 
unexceptionable  character,  and  as  his  compofi- 
tion  is  the  moft  unlike  the  generality  of  the 
young  gentlemen  of  this  age  which  you  will 
think  was  no  fmall  ingredient  towards  our  ap- 
probation of  him  ;  as  I  hope  and  long  much  to 
fee  you  in  England,  I  believe  when  you  fee  the" 
Duke  *  you  will  be  pleafed  with  him,  and  you 
will  not  difapprove  of  our  choice;  as  he  is  free 
from  the  prevailing  qualifications  of  theprefent 
fet  of  young  people  cf  quality,  fuch  as  gaming, 
{harping,  pilfering,  lying,  &c.  &c.  fo  on  the 
contrary,  he  is  endowed  with  qualifications  they 
are  drangers  to;  fuch  as  juftice,  honour,  excel- 
lent temper  both  of  mind  and  body,  affability, 
living  well  with  his  own  family  ;  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  propofed  himfelf  was  what  be- 
came a  gentleman  and  a  man  ot  honour.  Thus 
you  fee  I  have  have  given  you  a  long  account  of 

this 
*  The  late  Duke  of  PortLtft.i. 
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this  affair,  and  the  reafons  which  induced  us  to 
confent  to  this  match.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  you 
will  not  be  difpleafed  with  the  account  I  have 
given  you  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  we  have 
given  our  daughter. 

My  wife  and  my  daughter  defire  your  accept- 
ance of  their  humble  fervice,  with  many  wiflies 
for  the  enjoyment  of  your  health,  and  would  be 
very  glad  to  fee  you  over  here. 

Mr  Pope  has  been  upon  the  ramble  above  thefe 
two  months :  he  is  now  with  my  Lord  Peterbo- 
row  near  Southampto-i,  where  he  propofes  to 
(lay  fome  time.  This  morning  died  Willis  Bi- 
fhop  of  Winchefler  ;  and  is  to  be  fucceeded  bv 
Hoadley,  and  further  I  cannot  fay. 

Pray,  has  Mr  Jebb  got  any  preferment  ?  I  was 
very  glad  to  hear  that  he  had  a  (hare  in  your  good 
opinion  :  I  hope  he  has  done  nothing  to  forfeit 
it.  What  has  prevented  Mr  Faulkner  from  fend- 
ing over  your  works  ?  He  promifed  to  fend  them 
over  the  end  of  lad  May,  at  the  fartheft.  I  am, 
with  true  regard  and  elleem,  Sir,  yourmoft  ob- 
liged and  moil  faithful  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 
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LADY    HOWTH    TO    DR   SWIFT. 

SIR,      Kilfanty  near  Kilkenny,  Aug.  15.  1734. 

TO  fhew  you  how  much  I  covet  your  corre- 
fpondence,  I  would  not  even  give  myfelf 
time  to  reft  ;  for  gratitude  obliges  me  to  return 
you  thanks  for  all  your  favours,  in  particular 
your  laft,  which  quite  cured  me  of  my  cold.  I 
can,  as  yet,  give  you  no  account  of  this  country, 
but  that  I  have  been  mightily  hurried,  fettling 
my  little  family.  We  all  got  fafe  here  on  Mon- 
day night  ;  and  this  day  was  the  fair  of  Bennet's 
Bridge,  where  I  had  two  gentlemen  on  purpofe 
to  look  out  for  a  pad  for  you,  but  there  was  not 
one  to  be  got ;  but  if  there  be  any  fuch  thing  to 
be  had  as  a  good  trotter,  fuch  a  one  as  I  know 
you  like,  I  will  have  it.  I  don't  know  whether 
you  will  be  as  free  in  writing  as  you  are  in  fpeak- 
ing ;  but  I  am  fure,  were  I  at  your  elbow  when 
you  read  this,  you  would  bid  me  go  to  a  writing- 
fchool  and  a  fpelling-book.  My  lord  joins  me 
in  begging  you  will  accept  of  our  bed  wifhes  ; 
and  hope  you  will  believe  me  to  be,  what  I  real- 
ly am,  your  affectionate  friend,  and  humble  fer- 
vant, 

LUCY  HOWTH. 

L  E  T  T  E  Pv 
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DR  SHERIDAN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 
DR  DAY  AN,  Aug.  \6.  l^^\' 

EYE  mifb  aimed  off  knott  wry  tin  two  yew- 
bee  four  Butt  may  knee  bees  knees  fees 
hind  red  fow  Inn  trick  Kate  eye  cud  knot.  Ewer 
Ink  ly  nation  Eye  no  t\vo  wards  ewer  fry  ends 
Toby  o  therwife.  Ha!  view  fpoak  a  knee  Prop 
hofe  awl  too  Dock  tore  Cocks  cymb  Eye  may 
Ann  "White  comb  a  bout  they  Dean  a  wry  off 
Kill  mower  a  (hit.  I  few  heave,  right  two  Their 
ever  end  Dock  tore  She  rid  Ann  Inn  caft  ell  Ham 
ill  tunn  knee  are  Kill  ice  and  draw  inn  they 
Count  eye  Caw  van.  Eye  a  mag  owing  two  Bell 
turbet  two  meet  they  ten  Ants  off  Drum  lean 
too  race  heave  mow  knee  butt  Eye  fare  Ice  hall 
me  taw  a  par  fell  off  M  T  Pock  heats.  Cap  tinn 
Ham  ill  tunn  mad  dumb  Ham  ill  tunn  Ann  dye 
ware  a  beau  tinn,  Ann  dye  Ned  inn  a  gaze  ay 
beau  2  pun  a  paft  Eye  maid  off  any  Sun.  Oui 
mun  See  your  Ann  very  tea — Cant  you  right  all 
a  mode  a  France  hay  ? 

The  upper  part  of  this  letter  mud  be  read  by 
my  miftrefs  to  you,  who  has  a  key  for  it,  I  mean 
her  tongue  ;  but  you  mud  have  patience  with 
her,  for  me  cannot  fee  well  without  fpe£V.acles  ; 
and  when  (he  has  them  on  (lie  cannot  read  well ; 
and  when  (he  does  read,  fhe  cannot  fpeak  well, 
as  having  an  impediment  in  her  fpeech,  which 
Na  was 
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•was  occafioncd  by  a  fright  in  the  nurfery.  A 
little  before  I  go  to  Dublin  1  intend  to  kill  a 
buck,  and  fend  you  fome  of  it.  Mr  Hamilton 
has  promifed  me  that  favour.  He  has  the  bell 
and  fatted  venifon  I  ever  tailed ;  the  fined  boat, 
and  the  fined  fituation,  and  the  fined  houfe,  and 
the  fined  hall,  and  the  fined  wife  and  children, 
and  the  fined  way  of  living,  I  ever  met.  You 
live  in  Dublin  among  a  parcel  of  rabble  ;  I  live 
at  Cadle-Hamilton  among  gentlemen  and  ladies  : 
You  live  upon  chafed  mutton,  I  live  upon  veni- 
fon :  You  drink  Benicarlo  wine,  I  drink  right 
French  Margoux  :  You  hear  nothing  but  noife ; 
with  ravifhing  mafic  my  ears  are  delighted.  If 
you  were  here  you  would  never  go  back  again. 
I  fanfy  that  I  never  (hall  j  and  that  I  fhall  be 
able  foon  to  keep  my  coach,  and  to  bring  you 
down  into  this  elyfmm,  which  is  both  my  tade 
and  my  choice. 

Pouvoir  choifir,  et  choifir  Ic  meilleur,  ce  font 
deu  avantages  qu'a  le  bon  gout.  C'ed  done  un 
des  plus  grands  dons  du  ciel  d'etre  ne  homme  de 
bon  choix.  And  to  give  you  a  fample  of  my  good 
choice,  I  chufe  to  end  with  this  French  maxim, 
having  no  more  to  write,  but  my  love  to  my  mi- 
drefs,  and  fervice  to  all  friends.  Eye  am  ewers 
to  the  day  of  judgment, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 
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TO  THE   DUKE  OF  CHANDOIS. 
MY    LORD,  Aug.^\.   1734' 

ALTHOUGH  I  have  long  ago  had  the  honour 
to  be  an  old  humble  fervant  to  your  Grace, 
yet  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  written  you 
a  letter,  at  lead  fince  her  Majefty's  death.  For 
this  r^afon,  your  Grace  will  reafonably  wonder 
to  find  a  man,  wholly  forgotten,  begin  a  com- 
merce by  making  a  requeft.  For  which  I  can 
offer  no  other  excufe,  than  that  frequent  appli- 
cation to  me,  by  many  worthy  and  learned  per- 
fons  of  this  city  and  kingdom  ;  who  having  heard 
that  I  was  not  unknown  to  you,  feldom  failed 
any  opportunity  of  prefiing  me  to  folicit  your 
Grace,  of  whofe  generous  nature  fame  has  well 
informed  them,  to  make  a  prefent  of  thofe  an- 
cient records,  in  paper  or  parchment,  which  re- 
late to  this  kingdom,  that  were  formerly  collect- 
ed', as  we  have  heard,  by  the  late  Earl  of  Cla- 
rendon, during  his  government  here,  and  are 
now  in  your  Grace's  poffeffion.  They  can  be 
of  no  ufe  in  England,  and  the  fight  of  them  will 
be  of  little  value  to  foreign  virtuofi ;  and  they 
naturally  belong  to  this  poor  kingdom.  I  could 
with  they  were  of  great  intrinfic  value9  fo  as  to 
be  fold  on  the  Exchange  for  loool.  becaufeyou 
•would  then  part  with  them  at  the  firft  hint, 
merely  to  gratify  your  darling  paffion  of  genero- 
N  3  fity 


150         DEAN    S  W  I  F  T>  s 

iity  and  munificence :  And  yet,  fince  they  are 
only  valuable  in  the  place  of  their  birth,  like  the 
reft  of  our  natives,  I  hope  you  will  be  prevailed 
on  to  part  with  them,  at  the  humble  requeft  of 
many  very  deferring  perfons  in  this  city  and  uni- 
veriity.  In  return  for  which  bounty,  the  memo- 
ry of  it  fhall  be  preferved  in  that  honourable 
manner,  which  fo  generous  a  patron  of  learning 
as  your  Grace  will  certainly  be  pleafed  with. 
And,  at  their  requeft  alone,  I  defire  your  com- 
pliance, without  the  lea  ft  mention  of  myfelf  as 
any  way  inftrumental. 

I  intreat  your  Grace's  pardon  for  this   inter- 
ruption,  and  remain,   with  the  greateft  refpect, 
MY  LORD, 

Your  Grace's,  CSV. 


LETTER      DCL 

MRS  PENDARVES    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Little  Brool-Jlreety    Sept.  9.  1734. 

I  FIND  your  correfpondence  is  like  the  finging 
of  the  nightingale  ;  no  birds  fing  fo  fvveet- 
Jy,  but  the  pleafure  is  quickly  paft  ;  a  month  or 
two  of  harmony,  and  then  we  lofe  it  till  next 
fpring  :  I  wifh  your  favours  may  as  certainly 
return.  I  am  at  this  time,  not  only  deprived  of 
your  letters,  but  of  all  other  means  of  inquiring 
after  your  health,  your  friends  and  my  correfpon- 
dents  being  difperfed  to  their  fummer-quarters, 

and 
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anJ  know  as  little  of  you  as  I  do.  I  have  not 
forgot  one  mortifying  article  on  this  occafion  •, 
•and  if  your  dcfign  in  negle&ing  me  was  to  hum- 
ble me,  it  has  taken  effe£t  :  Could  I  find  out  the 
means  of  being  revenged,  I  would  moil  certain- 
ly put  it  in  execution  ;  but  I  have  only  the  ma- 
lice of  an  incenfed  neglected  woman,  without 
the  power  of  returning  it.  The  lalt  letter  I  writ 
to  you  was  from  Glocefler,  about  a  twelvemonth 
ago  ;  after  that  I  went  to  Long-Leat  to  my  Lady 
"\Veymouth  ;  came  to  town  in  January,  where 
I  have  remained  ever  fince,  except  a  few  weeks 
I  fpent  at  Sir  John  Stanley's  at  North-end,  the 
Delville  of  this  part  of  the  world.  I  hope  Na- 
both's  Vineyard  fiourifties  :  It  always  has  my 
good  wifhes,  though  I  am  not  near  enough  to 
partake  of  its  fruits.  The  town  is  now  empty, 
and,  by  moft  people,  called  dull :  To  me  it  is 
jufl  agreeable,  for  I  have  moft  of  my  particular 
friends  in  town,  and  my  fuperfluous  acquaint- 
ance I  can  very  well  fpare.  My  Lord  Carteret 
is  at  Hawnes  ;  my  Lady  Carteret  is  in  town, 
nurfmg  my  Lady  Dyfart,  who  is  brought  to-bed 
of  a  very  fine  fon,  and  in  hopes  of  my  Lady 
"Weymouth's  being  foon  under  the  fame  circum- 
ftances.  I  have  not  feen  my  Lord  Bathurll 
fince  I  was  at  his  houfe  in  Glouceflermire;  chat's 
a  mifchief  I  believe  you  have  produced  ;  for  as 
long  as  I  could  entertain  him  with  an  account 
of  his  friend  the  Dean,  he  was  glad  to  fee  me ; 
but  lately  we  have  been  great  itrangers.  Mrs 
Donnellan  fometimes  talks  of  making  a  winter's 

vifit 
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vifit  to  Dublin,  and  has  vanity  enough  to  think 
you  are  one  of  thofe  that  will  treat  her  kindly : 
Her  lofs  to  me  will  be  irreparable,  befides  the 
mortification  it  will  be  to  me  to  have  her  go  to- 
a  place  where  I  mould  fo  gladly  accompany  her. 
I  know  flis  will  be  juft,  and  tell  the  reafons 
\v\\y  I  could  not,  this  year,  take  fuch  a  progrefs. 
After  having  forced  myfelf  into  your  company, 
it  will  be  impertinent  to  make  you  a  longer  vi- 
fit, and  deflroy  the  intention  of  it  ;  which  was 
only  to  afTure  you  of  my  being,  Sir,  your  mod 
faithful,  and  obliged  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 


LETTER      DCII. 

PICKLE-HERRING   TO   MR  FAULKNER*. 
3IRHA  f, 

A  RENT  you  the  rafcal  that  makes  fo  free 
with  my  family  ?  ..  ••  Had  you  once  recol- 
lected that,  gracelefs  and  defpifed  as  he  is,  that 
fame  ferjeant  Kite  J  was  my  brother,  and  how- 
ever marr'd  in  the  making,  was  born  to  be  as 
great  a  man  as  myfelf.  Had  you  thought  with 

what 

•  Endorfed  by  Dr  Swift,  '»  An  excellent  droll  paper." 
t  This  humorous    letter,    although    addrefTed    t»   Mr 

Faulkner,  was  ultimately  defigned  for  the  entertainment 

•f  Dr  Swift. 

t  BettefwM-th,    ferjeant  at  law,    whofe    character   is 

well  known  for  the  afTiult  he  made  upon  Dr  Swift  in  tJje 

year  1733,  was  frequently  perfecuted  by  the  youngpoets, 

under  the  name  of  Serjeant  Kite. 
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what  vengeance  a  man  in  my  high  Ration  can 
efpoufe  any  one's  quarrel,  and  efpecially  that  of 
a  finking  brother,  durft  you  prefume  to  run  thefe 
lengths? Mark  what  I  am  going  to  fay  ;  bit- 
ter is  the  forrow,  hot,  four,  and  cutting  is  the 
fauce  you  are  to  tafte  after  your  merry  conceits 
on  my  poor  brother;  and  what  mortal  can  ex- 
pect better  that  meddles  with  the  very  word  of 

the  family  of  the  Pickles  ? Recoiled  at  lad, 

and  tremble  !  Whom  haft  thou  offended  and  flir- 

rcd  up  to  wrath,  thou  little  pitiful  fwad  ? 

More  would  I  fay  to  thee,  but  that  I  take  thee 
right,  I  look  upon  thee  only  as  the  foul  pipe 
through  which  the  filth  and  naftinefs  of  a  whole 
nation  is  fquirted  in  the  teeth  of  my  unfortunate 
brother,  the  unlucky  gracelefs  dog,  that  has 
brought  all  this  on  himfelf ;  but  alas,  my  bro- 
ther!  But,  however  provoked,  are  your 

fcribbling  fpit-fires  never  to  be  fatisfied  ?  One 
fhould  think  that,  by  this  time,  if  the  poor  foul 
had  not  enough,  they  certainly  had :  Is  it  not 
fufficient  for  them  to  fee  a  man  of  learning  and 
law,  and  a  man  of  fmgular  inimitable  eloquence, 
a  man  of  unparalell'd  graceful  action,  a  man  of 
unfpeakable,  inconceivable,  truth,  juftice,  and 
fincerity,  exemplary  religion,  ftri£l  virtue,  nice 
honour,  and  (lerling  worth  in  general,  part  find- 
ing out  ?  I  fay,  is  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  a  lumi- 
nary like  this  now  fliining  in  meridian  luilrc, 
but  anon  fet  for  ever  in  a  puddly  cloud  ?  Is  it  not 
fufficient  to  fee  him  fo  unmaflced  and  ftigmatized, 
that  he  can  be  no  longer  a  tool  even  for  a  court« 

{harper, 
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fharper,  and  (what's  word  of  all  for  him)  iro 
longer  to  be  in  pay  with  them  !  Is  it  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  fee  his  poor  flcull  (God  help  it!)  incu- 
rably bumped  and  bulged  by  that  damnable 
bounce  of  his  againft  the  pulpit-cornim  ?  Is  it 
npt  fufficient  to  fee  with  what  pain  and  fhame 
he  wriggles  along  by  that  confounded  fplinter 

of  the  bar,   he  lately  got  thruft  into  his  a , 

and  which  has  left  him  a  running  fore  to  his 
dying  day  ?  Is  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  him,  all 
the  laft  term,  walk  about  in  merry  fadnefs  an 
idle  fpe&ator  in  the  courts,  where  he  was  not 
retained  even  for  his  mod  noted  talent  of  dirt- 

flinger  ? O  you  fwarms   of  green  counfels 

and  attorneys  !  I  wonder  not  to  fee  you  polled  a~ 
bout  Idler's  Corner,  looking  fharp,  as  dinnerlefs 
men,  for  a  lucky  pop  on  a  client  j  but  why,  ch  ! 
why  fhould  this  ever  be  the  cafe  of  my  haplefs 
brother !  O  Fortune,  Fortune,  cruel  are  thy 
fports  !— — — Is  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  him  dou- 
bly tormented  in  putting  a  good  countenance  on 
treatment,  which  is  inwardly  gnawing  and  con- 
fuming  him  ?  In  which  flate  his  whole  comfort 
is,  that,  for  half  a  fcore  years  at  leaft,  his  con- 
fcience  could  never  upbraid  him:  Oh  the  com- 
fort of  an  eafy  confcience  ! Is  it  not  fufli- 

rient  to  fee  him  at  Ballyfpellnn,  and  every  where 
he  goes,  the  common  butt  of  gibe,  wink,  and  tit- 
ter ?  Is  it  not  fufficient,  that  after  what  has  been 
flying  about  fince  he  left  it,  he  knows  not  how 
to  fhew  his  face  in  town,  nor  how  to  (land  the 
infinite  mortifications  he  is  to  meet  with  this 

winter  ? 
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•winter  ?  Is  it  not  fufficient  that,  as  his  cafe 
ftands,  it  is  the  ferjeant  againft  all  the  world, 
and  all  the  world  againft  the  ferjeant?  Wretch- 
ed cafe,  when  a  creature  has  not  even  the  cheap 
relief  of  common  pity  !  And  is  not  all  this  fuffi- 
cient ?  No,  the  virulent  crew  tell  me,  that  as 
long  as  the  terrible  tumour  in  his  bread  conti- 
nues hard,  the  cauftick  and  corrofive  muft  be 
ply'd,  and  that  none  but  injudicious  quacks 
•would  talk  of  emollients  and  lenitives,  until 
fome  at  leaft  of  the  corrupt  and  foetid  matter  is 
difcharged.  In  fhort,  they  tell  me,  that  as  long 
as  the  caufe  remains,  and  the  world  likes  the  o- 
perations,  the  cure  mull  go  on  the  fame  way. 
Well,  go  on,  ye  fcoundrels,  go  on  !  and  make 
him  as  wretched  and  contemptible  as  you  can  ! 
and  when  you  have  done  your  worft,  I'll  make 
a  provifion  for  him  that  (hall  alarm  you  all ;  {hall 
make  fome  burft  with  envy,  and  others  to  look 
on  him  with  a  merry  face,  whom  fo  long  they 
beheld  with  hatred  and  derifion. 

To  keep  neither  him  nor  the  world  longer  in 
fufpence,  know  ye,  that  I  will  take  him  home 
to  myfelf,  and  after  a  little  of  my  tutoring,  not 
a  turn  in  his  intellects,  expreflion,  or  action, 
(which  now  are  the  fubje£lsof  fatire),  that  (hall 
not  foon  become  matter  of  high  panegyric.  O 
ye  dogs  you,  I'll  fet  him  over  all  your  heads  !  I'll 
advance  him  to  a  place  of  performance,  which 
he  was  born  for,  and  which  (however  he  thought 
of  it  all  the  while)  he  was  not  ill-bred  to  :  And 
there  he  is  fure  to  meet  with  the  honour  and  ap- 

plaufc 
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plaufe  he   might  in  vain    expect   on   any  other 


As  for  your  part,  little  pert  whipper-fnapper, 
Faulkner,  is  it  bafe  fear,  or  is  it  unfufferable  va- 
nity in  you  to  talk  of  correction  from  the  hands 
of  my  brother  ?  Had  you  been  any  thing  above 
the  forry  remnant  of  a  man,  you  might  perhaps 
come  in  for  the  honour  of  a  gentle  drubbing  ; 
but  a  little  rafcal,  that  has  already  one  leg  in  the 
grave,  what  fatisfaftion  or  credit  would  it  be  to 
him  to  beat  thee  abominably,  or  even  flay  thee 
outright  ?  No,  but,  Sirrah,  if  our  brother  Dr 
Anthony  *  were  alive,  -  rot  you,  in  fpite  of 
your  rafcally  Keven-Bail,  and  your  fcribbling  ja- 
mfiaries,  he  fhould  fet  up  his  wheel  juft  before 
your  door,  and  on  his  pole,  thruft  up  your  funda- 
ment, he  mould  twirl  you  about  till  your  brains 
tumbled  down  into  the  hollow  of  your  wooden 
fhin-bone,  and  till  all  the  bones  in  your  fkin  rat- 
tled and  fnapped  like  pipe-ftoppers  in  a  bladder. 
Take  that  from  your  fworn  and  mortal  enemy, 
PICKLE-HERRING. 


LETTER 


*  A  vrhimfical  odd  kind  of  a  man,  who  had  abundance 
of  low  humour,  and  frequently  «fed  to  entertain  the 
fchool-boys  and  populace  with  his  harangues  and  plea- 
lantry,  mounted  upon  a  ladder  in  fome  corner  of  a  ftreet. 
He  died  about  eight  or  ten  yean  before  the  date  of  thit 
letter. 
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LETTER      DCIII. 

SIR   WILLIAM   FOWNES   TO    DR    SWIFT  *. 


THERE  are  a  fort  of  gentlemen,  who,  after 
great  labour  and  coft,  have  at  laft  found 
out,  that  two  difhes  of  meat  will  not  coft  half 
fo  much  as  five  or  fix,  and  yet  anfwer  the  end  of 
filling  the  bellies  of  as  many  as  ufually  fed  up- 
on the  five  or  fix. 

I  have  confidered  tha  t  a  like  fort  of  reduction 
in  other  articles  may  have  the  like  proportion 
of  good  effe£l  :  As  for  inftance,  when  any  one 
befpeaks  a  pair  of  fhoes,  a  pair  of  ftockings,  or 
a  pair  of  gloves,  they  (hould  befpeak  a  pair  and 
a  half  of  each,  and  make  ufe  of  thefe  turn  about : 
1  am  very  confident  they  will  anfwer  the  end  of 
two  pair  ;  by  which  good  management  a  quarter 
part  o(  the  expence  in  thofe  articles  may  be  fa- 
ved.  Perhaps  it  may  be  objected,  that  this  is  a 
fpoiling  of  trade  ;  to  which  I  anfwer,  that,  when 
the  makers  of  thofe  forts  of  ware  fhall  reduce 
their  rates  a  quarter  part  (inftead  of  enhancing 
them,  as  has  been  done  in  fome  late  years  un- 
reafonably)  and  now  ought  to  be  reduced,  accor- 
ding to  the  rates  of  wool  and  leather  ; 

Then  it  may  be  reafonable  to  befpeak  two 
pair  inftead  of  a  pair  and  a  half. 

VOL.  XVII.  O  Another 


Kutioi  fed,     "  A  hdnjorour  projcrt 
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Another  obje&ion  may  be  darted  as  to  gloves, 
\virh  a  query,  which  of  the  hands  ftiall  be  obli- 
ged with  two  gloves  ?  To  this  I  anfwer,  That 
generally  the  left  hand  is  ufed  but  feldom,  and 
not  expofed,  as  the  other,  to  many  offices  ;  one  of 
which,  in  particular,  is  the  handing  of  ladies. 
For  thefe  reafons,  two  gloves  ought  to  be  grant- 
ed to  the  right  hand. 

There  are  many  other  frugal  improvements, 
which,  as  foon  as  I  have  difcourfed  Thomas 
Turner  the  Quaker,  who  is  now  upon  finding 
out  the  longitude,  and  farther  improving  the  la- 
titude, I  fhall  be  able  to  demonflrate  what  fort 
of  meat,  and  the  joints,  will  beft  anfwer  this 
frugal  fcheme,  as  likewife  in  cloathing,  and  other 
parts  of  good  csconomy  ;  and  they  fhall  be  com- 
municated to  you  by,  Sir,  your  molt  humble  fer- 
vant, 

THILOM^i. 

From  my  obfervatory  in  the  Parliament  houfe,  ? 
O<51.    18.  1734-  J 


LETTER      DCIV. 

Sept.  15.  1734. 

I  HAVE  ever  thought  you  as  fenfible,  as  any 
man  I  knew,  of  all  the  delicacies  of  friend- 
ftiip  ;  and  yet  I  fear  (from  what  Lord  B.  tells  me 
you  faid  in  your  laft  letter)  that  you  did  not  quite 
underftand  the  reafon  of  my  late  filence.  I  aflure 
you  it  proceeded  whplly  from  the  tendor  kind- 

nefs 
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ncfs  I  bear  you.  When  the  heart  is  full,  it  is 
angry  at  all  words  that  cannot  come  up  to  it  j 
and  you  are  now  the  man  in  all  the  world  I  am 
moll  troubled  to  write  to,  for  you  are  the  friend 
I  have  left  whom  I  am  mod  grieved  about.  Death 
has  not  done  worfe  to  me  in  feparating  poor  Gay, 
or  any  other,  than  difeafe  and  abfence  in  divi- 
ding us.  I  am  afraid  to  know  how  you  do;  fince 
molt  accounts  I  have  give  me  pain  for  you,  and 
I  am  unwilling  to  tell  you  the  condition  of  my 
own  health,  if  it  were  good,  I  would  fee  you  ; 
and  yet,  if  I  found  you  in  that  very  condition 
of  deainefs,  which  made  you  fly  from  us  while 
we  were  together,  what  comfort  could  we  de- 
rive from  it  ?  In  writing  often,  I  mould  find  great 
relief,  could  we  write  freely  ;  and  yet  when  I  have 
donefo,youfeem,by  not  anfwering  in  a  very  long 
time,  to  feel  either  the  fame  uneafmefs  as  I  do,  or 
to  abtlain,  from  fome  prudential  reafon.  Yet  I 
am  fure,  nothing  that  you  and  I  would  fay  to  each 
other,  (though  our  whole  fouls  were  to  be  laid 
open  to  the  clerks  of  the  poft-omce),  could  hurt 
either  of  us  fo  much,  in  the  opinion  of  any 
honeft  man  or  good  fubjett,  as  the  intervening, 
officious  impertinence  of  thofe  goers  between  us, 
who  in  England  pretend  to  intimacies  with  you, 
arid  in  Ireland  to  intimacies  with  me.  I  cannot 
but  receive  any  that  call  upon  me  in  your  name; 
and  in  truth  they  take  it  in  vain  too  often.  I  take 
all  opportunities  of  juftifying  you  againft  thefe 
friends,  efpecially  thofe  who  know  all  you  think 
and  write,  aad  repeat  your  ilighter  verfes.  It  is 
O  2  generally 
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generally  on  fuch  little  fcraps  that  witlings  feed  ^ 
and  'tis  hard  the  world  fhould  judge  of  our  houfe- 
keeping  from  what  we  fling  to  our  dogs  ;  yet 
this  is  often  the  confequence.  But  they  treat 
you  ftill  worfe,  mix  their  own  with  your's, 
print  them  to  get  money,  and  and  lay  them 
at  your  door.  This  I  am  fatisfied  was  the 
cafe  in  the  epiftle  to  a  lady.  It  was  juft  the 
fame  hand  (if  I  have  any  judgment  in  ftyle) 
which  printed  your  life  and  character  before, 
•which  you  fo  ftrongly  difavowed  in  your  letters 
to  Lord  Carteret,  myfclf,  and  others.  I  was 
very  well  informed  of  another  faft,  which  con- 
vinced me  yet  more  :  The  fame  perfon  who  gave 
this  to  be  printed,  offered  to  a  bookfeller  a  piece 
in  profe  as  your's,  and  as  commiffioned  by  you, 
which  has  fince  appeared,  and  been  owned  to  be 
his  own.  I  think  (I  fay  once  more)  that  I  know 
your  hand,  though  you  did  not  mine  in  the  EfTay 
on  Man.  I  beg  your  pardon  for  not  telling  you, 
as  I  mould,  had  you  been  in  England  :  But  no 
fecret  can  crofs  your  Irifh  fea,  and  every  clerk 
in  the  pod-office  had  known  it.  I  fancy,  though 
you  loft  fight  of  me  in  the  firft  of  thofe  effays, 
you  faw  me  in  the  fecond.  The  defign  of  con- 
cealing myfelf  was  good,  and  had  its  full  effect. 
I  was  thought  a  divine,  a  philofopher,  and  what 
not ;  and  my  do£lrine  had  a  fan&ion  I  could  not 
have  given  to  it.  Whether  I  can  proceed  in  the 
fame  grave  march  like  Lucretius,  or  muft  defcend 
to  the  gaieties  of  Horace,  I  know  not,  orwhether 
I  can  do  either:  But  b~>  the  future  as  it  will,  I 

fhall 
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{hall  colled!  all  the  part  in  one  fair  quarto  this 
winter,  and  fend  it  to  you,  where  you  will  find 
frequent  mention  of  yourfelf.  I  was  glad  you 
fuffered  your  writings  to  be  collected  more  com- 
pletely than  hitherto,  in  the  volumes  I  daily  ex- 
pect from  Ireland  ;  I  wifh  it  had  been  in  more 
pomp,  but  that  will  be  done  by  others  :  Your's 
are  beauties  that  can  never  be  too  finely  dreft, 
for  they  will  ever  be  young.  I  have  only  one 
piece  of  mercy  to  beg  of  you  :  Do  not  laugh  at 
my  gravity,  but  permit  me  to  wear  the  beard  of 
a  philofopher,  till  I  pull  it  off,  and  make  a  jeft 
of  it  myfelf.  It  is  juft  what  my  Lord  B,  is  doing 
with  metaphyfics.  I  hope  you  will  live  to  fee 
and  Hare  at  the  learned  figure  be  will  make  on 
the  fame  fhelf  with  Locke  and  Malbranche. 

You  fee  how  I  talk  to  you,  (for  this  is  not 
writing).  If  you  like  I  fhould  do  fo,  why  not 
tell  me  fo  ?  If  it  be  the  lead  pleafure  to  you,  I 
will  write  once  a-week  moft  gladly  :  But  can  you 
abftraft  the  letters  from  the  perfon  who  writes 
them,  fo  far  as  not  to  feel  more  vexation  in. the 
thought  of  our  feparation,  and  thofe  misfortunes 
which  occafion  it,  than  fatisfaftion  in  the  no- 
things he  can  exprefs  ?  If  you  can,  really  and 
from  my  heart  I  cannot.  I  return  again  to  me- 
lancholy. Pray,  however,  tell  me,  is  it  a  fatif- 
faclion  ?  That  will  make  it  one  to  me  ;  and  we 
will  think  alive,  as  friends  ought,  and  you  fhall 
hear  from  me  punctually  juft  when  you  will. 

P.  S.  Our  friend,  who  has  juft  returned  from 
O  3  a 
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a  progrefs  of  three  months,  and  is  fetting  out  in 
three  days  with  me  for  the  Bath,  where  he  will 
ftay  till  towards  the  middle  of  Oftober,  left  this 
letter  with  me  yefterday,  and  I  cannot  feal  and 
tiifpatch  it,  till  I  have  fcribbled  the  remainder  of 
this  page  full.  He  talks  very  pompoufly  on  my 
metaphyfics,  and  places  them  in  a  very  honour- 
able ftation.  It  is  true,  I  have  writ  fix  letters 
and  an  half  to  him  on  fubjefts  of  that  kind  ;  and 
I  propofe  a  letter  and  an  half  more,  which  would 
fwell  the  whole  up  to  a  confulerable  volume. 
But  he  thinks  me  fonder  of  the  name  of  an 
author  than  I  am.  When  he  and  you,  and 
one  or  two  other  friends,  have  feen  them,  fatis 
•magnum  theatrum  mihi  ejlis,  I  fhall  not  have  the 
itch  of  making  them  more  public  *.  I  know 
how  little  regard  you  pay  to  writings  of  this  kind. 
But  I  imagine,  that  if  you  can  like  any  fuch,  it 
muft  be  thofe  that  ftrip  metaphyfics  of  all  their 
bombaft,  keep  within  the  fight  of  every  well-con- 
ilituted  eye,  and  never  bewilder  themfelves 
•whilfl  they  pretend  to  guide  the  reafon  of  others. 
I  writ  to  you  a  long  letter  fome  time  ago,  and 
fent  it  by  the  poft.  Did  it  come  to  your  hands? 
or  did  the  infpe&ors  of  private  correfpondence 
ftop  it,  to  revenge  themfelves  of  the  ill  faid  of 
them  in  it  ?  Valet  et  me  ama. 

LETTER 

/ 

*  Af  Lord  B.  (T,et.  49.)  tells  ITS,  they  foew  that  all  our 
ttetapbyfual  theology  is  ridiculous  and  abomiuablo. 
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LETTER      DCV. 

DR  ABUTHNOTT   TO    DR   SWIFT. 

Hampjtcad)  Oct.  4.  1734. 
MT   DEAR  AND   WORTHY   FRIEND, 

YOU  have  no  reafon  to  put  me  amongft  the 
reft  of  your  forgetful  friends  ;  for  I  wrote 
two  long  letters  to  you,  to  which  I  never  recei- 
ved one  word  of  anfwer.  The  firft  was  about 
your  health  -,  the  laft  I  fent  a  great  while  ago, 
by  one  De  La  Mar.  I  can  affure  you,  with  great 
truth,  that  none  of  your  friends  or  acquaintance 
has  a  more  warm  heart  towards  you  than  myfelf. 
I  am  going  out  of  this  troublefome  world,  and 
you,  amongfl  the  reft  of  my  friends,  fhall  have 
my  laft  prayers,  and  good  wifhes. 

The  young  man  whom  you  recommended  came 
to  this  place,  and  I  promifed  to  do  him  what 
fervice  my  ill  ftate  of  health  would  permit.  I 
came  out  to  this  place  fo  reduced  by  a  dropfy 
and  an  afthma,  that  I  could  neither  ileep,  breathe, 
eat,  or  move.  I  mod  earneftly  defired  and  beg- 
ged of  God  that  he  would  take  me.  Contrary 
to  my  expectation,  upon  venturing  to  ride, 
(which  I  had  forborn  for  fome  years,  becaufe  of 
bloody  water),  I  recovered  my  ftrength  to  a  pret- 
ty confiderable  degree,  flept,  and  had  my  fto- 
mach  again  i  but  I  expeft  the  return  of  my 
fymptoms  upon  ray  return  to  London,  and  the 
return  of  the  winter.  I  am  not  in  circurnftances 

to 
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to  live  an  idle  country 'life  -,  and  no  man,  at  my 
age,  ever  recovered  of  fuch  a  difeafe,  further 
than  by  an  abatement  of  the  fymptoms.  What 
I  did,  I  can  afiure  you,  was  not  for  life,  but 
eafe.  For  I  am,  at  prefent,  in  the  cafe  of  a  man 
that  was  almoft  in  harbour,  and  then  blown 
back  to  fea  j  who  has  a  reafonable  hope  of  go- 
ing to  a  good  place,  and  an  abfolute  certainty  of 
leaving  a  very  bad  one.  Not  that  I  have  any 
particular  difguft  at  the  world  ;  for  I  have  as 
great  comfort  in  my  own  family,  and  from  the 
kindnefs  of  my  friends,  as  any  man  ;  but  the 
world,  in  the  main,  difpleafeth  me  ;  and  I  have 
too  true  a  prefentiment  of  calamities,  that  are 
like  to  befal  my  country.  However,  if  I  (hould 
have  the  happinefs  to  fee  you  before  I  die,  you 
will  find  that  I  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life  with 
my  ufual  chearfulnefs.  I  cannot  imagine  why 
you  are  frighted  from  a  journey  to  England.  The 
reafons  you  afiign,  I  am  fure,  are  not  fufficient  j 
the  journey,  I  am  fure,  will  do  you  good.  In  ge- 
neral, I  recommend  riding,  of  which  I  have  al- 
ways had  a  good  opinion,  and  can  now  confirm 
it  from  my  own  experience. 

My  family  give  you  their  love  and  fervice. 
The  great  lofs  I  fuftained  in  one  of  them,  gave 
me  my  firft  (hock  j  and  the  trouble  I  have  with 
the  reft,  to  bring  them  to  a  good  temper,  to 
bear  the  lofs  of  a  father  who  loves  them,  and 
whom  they  love,  is  really  a  moft  fenfible  afflic- 
tion to  me.  I  am  afraid,  my  dear  friend,  we 
(hall  never  fee  one  another  more  in  this  world. 

I 
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I  {hall,  to  the  laft  moment  *,  prefervc  my  love 
and  efteem  for  you,  being  well  afiured  you  will 
never  leave  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honour  for 
all  that  is  in  the  world.  Thjs  world  is  not  worth 
the  lead  deviation  from  that  way.  It  will  be 
great  pleafure  to  me  to  hear  from  you  fome- 
times  ;  for  none  can  be  with  more  fincerity  than 
I  am,  my  dear  friend,  your  mofl  faithful  friend 
and  humble  fervant, 

JO.  ARBUTHNOTT. 


LETTER      DCVI. 

FROM    DR   SWIFT. 

Nov.  i.  1734. 

I  HAVE  your's  with  my  Lord  B 'spoftfcript^ 
of  Sept.  15.  It  was  long  on  its  way  ;  and 
for  fome  weeks  after  the  date,  I  was  very  ill  with 
my  two  inveterate  diforders,  giddinefs  and  deaf- 
nefs.  The  latter  is  pretty  well  off;  but  the  o- 
ther  makes  me  totter  towards  evenings,  and 
much  difpirits  me.  But  I  continue  to  ride  and 
walk  ;  both  of  which,  although  they  be  no  cures, 
are  at  lead  amufements.  I  did  never  imagine  you 
to  be  either  incondant,  or  to  want  right  notions 
of  friendfhip  :  But  I  apprehend  your  want  of 
health  ;  and  it  hath  been  a  frequent  wonder  to 
me,  how  you  have  been  able  to  entertain  the  world 
fo  long,  fo  frequently,  fo  happily,  under  fo  many 

bodily 
*  Dr  ArbutUnott  died  in  March,  1734-5- 
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bodily  diforders.  My  Lord  B.  fays  you  have  beett 
threemonths  rambling,  whichisthebeftthingyou 
can  pofiiblydo  in  a  fummer-feafon ;  and  when  the 
winter  recalls  you,  we  will,  for  our  own  interefts, 
leave  you  to  your  fpeculations.  God  be  thank- 
ed, I  have  done  with  every  thing,  and  of  e-very 
kind  that  requires  writing,  except  now  and  then 
a  letter  j  or,  like  a  true  old  man,  fcribbling 
trifles  only  fit  for  children  or  fchool-boys  of  the 
lowed  clafs  at  beft,  which  three  or  four  of  us 
read  and  laugh  at  to-day,  and  burn  to-morrow. 
Yet,  what  is  fingular,  I  never  am  without  fome 
great  work  in  view,  enough  to  take  up  forty 
years  of  the  moft  vigorous  healthy  man;  altho' 
I  am  convinced,  that  I  (hall  never  be  able  to  fi- 
nifh  three  treatifes  that  have  lain  by  me  feveral 
years,  and  want  nothing  but  correction.  My 
Loid  B.  faid  in  his  poftfcript  that  you  would  go 
to  Bath  in  three  days.  We  fince  heard  that  you 
•were  dangeroufiy  ill  there,  and  that  the  newt- 
mongers  gave  you  over.  But  a  gentleman  of 
this  kingdom,  on  his  return  from  Bath,  aflured 
me  he  left  you  well ;  and  fo  did  fome  others, 
•whom  I  have  forgot.  I  am  forry  at  my  heart, 
that  you  are  peilered  with  people  who  come  in 
my  name  ;  and  I  proftfs  to  you,  it  is  without  my 
knowledge.  I  am  confident  I  fhall  hardly  ever 
have  occafion  again  to  recommend ;  for  my  friends 
here  are  very  few,  and  fixed  to  the  freehold, 
from  whence  nothing  but  death  will  remove 
them.  Surely  I  never  doubted  about  your  Eflay 
on  Man;  and  I  would  lay  -any  odds,  that  I  would 

never 
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never  fail  to  difcover  you  in  fix  lines,  unlefs  you 
had  a  mind  to  write  below,  or  befide  yourfelf, 
on  purpofe.  I  confefs  I  did  never  imagine  you 
were  fo  deep  in  morals,  or  that  fo  many  new  and 
excellent  rules  could  be  produced  fo  advantage- 
ouily  and  agreeably  in  that  fcience,  from  any 
one  head.  I  confefs  in  fome  few  places  I  was 
forced  to  read  twice.  I  believe  I  told  you  be- 
fore what  the  Duke  of  D faid  to  me  on  that 

occafion,  how  a  judge  here,  who  knows  you, 
told  him,  that,  on  the  firft  reading  thofe  eflays, 
he  was  much  pleafed,  but  found  fome  lines  a  lit- 
tle dark  :  On  the  fecond  mod  of  them  cleared 
up,  and  his  pleafure  increafed  :  On  the  third  he 
had  no  doubt  remained;  and  then  he  admi- 
red the  whole.  My  Lord  B 's  attempt  of 

reducing  metaphyfics  to  intelligible  fenfe  and 
ufefulnefs,  will  be  a  glorious  undertaking  ;  and 
as  I  never  knew  him  fail  in  any  thing  he  at- 
tempted, if  he  had  the  fole  management,  fo  I 
am  confident  he  will  fucceed  in  this.  I  defire 
you  will  allow  that  I  write  to  you  both  at  pre- 
fent ;  and  fo  I  fhall  while  I  live  It  faves  your 
money  and  my  time;  and  he  being  your  genius, 
no  matter  to  which  it  is  addrefled.  I  am  happy 
that  what  you  write  is  printed  in  large  letters  ; 
otherwife,  between  the  weaknefs  of  my  eyes, 
and  the  thicknefs  of  my  hearing,  I  fhould  lofc 
the  greatefl  pleafure  that  is  left  me.  Pray  com- 
mand my  Lord  B to  follow  that  example, 

if  I  live  to  read  his  metaphyfics.  Pray  God 
blefs  you  both.  I  had  a  melancholy  account 

from 
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from  the  Doftor  of  his  health.  I  will  anfwer 
his  letter  as  foon  as  I  ean.  I  am  ever  entirely 
your's. 


LETTER      DCVII. 

THE      REV.     MARMADUKB     PHILIPS     TO     DR 
SWIFT. 

SIR,    Marjlon>  in  Somtrfet/Ijire,  Nov.  2.  1734. 

YOU  may  be  aflured  that  I  fhould  not  have 
denied  myfelf  fo  long  the  pleafure  of  that 
great  piiviJege  and  favour  you  allowed  me  at 
our  parting,  of  correfponding  with  you  whilft  I 
ftaid  in  England,  but  that  I  waited  to  give  fome 
account  of  the  fuccefs  of  your  kindly  and  friend- 
ly negotiations  for  me  in  the  letter  that  you  were 
fo  good  to  give  me  to  Lord  Orrery,  and  that  I 
could  not  do  before  this  week  ;  for  though  I  de- 
livered my  credentials  to  his  Lordfhip  near  a 
month  ago,  yet  we  did  not  talk  over  the  affair 
till  very  lately  ;  for  as  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
wait  his  time  and  leifure,  I  did  not  prefs  him  for 
an  anfwer  j  and  «s  I  have  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  imagine,  from  the  many  friendly  offices 
you  have  done  me,  that  you  would  rejoice  at  any 
good  that  may  befal  me  i  fo  I  can  at  length  tell 
you,  that  it  was  as  favourable  as  I  could  well 
wi(h  for,  confidering  every  thing  and  circum- 
ftance  attending  that  affair ;  for  it  feems  the 
fcheme  in  relation  to  Mr  Taylor's  giving  my  mo- 
ther 
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ther  and  me  fo  much  money  for  our  good  will  in 
the  leafe,  can  never  take  place,    for  many  very 
good  reafons  hisLordihip  gave  me,  which  are  too 
tedious  now  to  trouble  you  with  ;  and  therefore 
he  only  told   me  in  general  terms,   that  as  he 
thought  our  cafe  a  little  hard  and  fevere,   fome- 
what  or  other  at  the  expiration  of  the  leafe  muft 
be  done  for  me,   but  in  what  manner  it  was  not 
poflible  for  him  yet  to  lay  ;  which  furely  was  as 
much  as  any  confcionable   and   reafonable  man 
(and  God  forbid  that  I  mould  ever  prove  other- 
wife)  could  expea-:  In  fliort,  his  kind  reception 
of  me  at  Marfton,  and  the  handfome  manner  he 
has  behaved  himfeif  towards  me  in  everv  particu- 
fince  I  came  to  him,  has  been  like  Lord  Or- 
rery^himfelf :  And  now  to  whom  muft  I  attribute 
all  this,  not  to  any  merit  or  conduct  of  my  own, 
for  I  am  confcious  of  none,    but  to  the  worthy 
Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  who  takes  delight  in  doing 
I  the  good  he  can  to  thofe  who  have  the  inva* 
luable  happinefs  and  honour  of  being  acquainted 
with  him  i    and  therefore  what  a  moniler  of  in- 
gratitude mould  I  be   not  to  acknowledge  the 
channel,  through  which  this  intended  bounty  of 
his  Lorduiip  is  to  flow  to  me,  let  it  be  more  or 
lefs  ?  No  -,  agnofco  fontem  ;   for,  without  contro- 
verfy,   you  have  been  the  means  of  bringing  all 
this  about :  For  which  I  .(hall  fay  no  more,  (be- 
ing but  bitter  bad  at  making  fpeeches),   but  the 
Lord  reward  you,   and   to  aliure  you,   good  Sir, 
that  this  your  ad  of  friendship  man  ft  et  maneblt 
alia  mente  return.     His   Lordfhip    told  me  tint 
VOL.  XVII.  p  hc 
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he  would  anfwer  your  letter  very  foon  ;  and  as 
his  pen  and  head  infinitely  tranfcend  mine,  it  is 
likely  you  will  have  then  a  clear  and  better  ac- 
count of  this  matter  than  I  can  poffibly  give  you. 
I  have  been  under  an  unfpeakable  concern  at 
an  account  I  lately  faw  from  Ireland  of  a  return 
of  your  old  diforders  of  giddinefs  and  deafnefs  ; 
but  I  Hill  natter  myfelf  that  it  is  not  fo  bad  with 
you  as  my  fears  have  reprefented  it,  which  makes 
me  long  impatiently  to  hear  how  you  really  are; 
but  I  am  in  hopes  your  ufual  medicina  gymnaflica 
•will  carry  it  all  off;  if  it  does  not,  more  the  pity 
fay  I  •,  and  fo  will  all  fay,  I  am  confident,  that 
know  you  j  but  furely  ten  thoufand  times  more 
pity  is  it  that  you  are  not  like  one  of  Gul- 
liver's Struldbrugs,  immortal:  But  alas . !  that 
cannot  be,  fuch  is  the  condition  of  miferable 
man  •,  which  puts  me  often  in  mind  of  the  follow- 
ing lines  I  have  fcmewhere  or  other  met  with, 
•which  I  apply  now  and  then  to  myfelf,  by  way 
of  cordial. 

AVhat's   paft  we  know,   and  what's    to  come 

muil  be, 

Or  good  or  bad,  is  much  the  fame  to  me  ; 
Since  death  muft  end  my  joy  or  mifery, 
Fix'd  be  my  thoughts  on  immortality. 

But  hold  !  I  believe  I  begin  to  preach  ;  and  'tis 
well  if  you  don't  think  by  this  time  that  I  ima- 
gine myfelf  in  Rathenny  *  pulpit  in  (lead  of 

writing 
*  Mr  Philips'*  benefice  about  three  raUes  from  Dublin. 
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writing  a  letter  to  the  Dean  ;    and   therefore  I 
forbear. 

I  know  writing  in  your  prefent  circumftances 
mull  be  fo  very  troublefome  and  uneafy  to  you, 
that  I  am  not  quite  fo  unreafonable  as  to  expect 
it  from  you  ;  but  whenever  your  health  permits 
you,  it  will  be  an  infinite  pleafure  and  fatisfao 
tioa  to  me  to  hear  from  you  ;  and  the  fafetl  way^ 
of  (ending  a  letter  to  me  will  be  under  cover  to 
Lord  Orrery,  at  Marlton,  near  Froorne  in  SoT 
merfetfhii-e.  I  (lull  trouble  you,  Sir,  with  my 
compliments  to  my  very  good  friends  and  neigh- 
bours Lady  Achefon  and  her  mother,  for  whom 
I  have  a  very  real  efleem  and  value,  and  alfo  to 
fir  Helfham  and  his  Lady,  and  with  my  very  af- 
fectionate love  and  fervice  to  ail  my  Sunday  com- 
panions at  the  deanry  *. 

I  have  no  novelties  to  entertain  you  with  front 
hence ;  for  here  we  lead  a  very  retired  and  per- 
fe£tly  rural  life  :  but  when  I  get  to  London, 
(which  I  believe  will  not  be  till  after  Chriftmas, 
becaufe  as  I  am  within  ten  or  a  dozen  miles  of 
Bath,  I  have  fome  thoughts  of  making,  a  trip 
thither,  and  try  what  good  thofe  waters  will  do 
me),  you  may  depend  upon  having  an  account 
of  what  pafles  in  the  political  and  learned  world 
that  is  pofiible  for  me  'to  come  at  and  convey  to 
you,  and  I  hope  to  be  then  honoured  with  all 
P  2  your 

f  It  was  cnftomary  for  thg  Dodlor's  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance to  vifit  him  on  Sunday  afternoons,  and  fpend 
the  evening  \vith  him;  fo  that  everyone,  who  was  at 
K'ifure  to  go  there,  was  fare  of  meeting  variety  of  good 
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jour  commiffions  and  commands  in  that  place; 
for  I  wim  for  nothing  more  than  an  opportuni- 
ty of  {hewing  with  how  much  gratitude  and  true 
efteem  for  all  your  favours,  I  am,  Sir,  your  moil 
obedient  and  much  obliged  humble  fervant, 

MARMADUKhl  PHILIPS. 

I  have  feen  your  friend  Mr  Cope  at  Bath,  and 

ihe   deiired  me  to  fend  her  compliments  to  you. 


L     E    T   T    E    R       DCV1II. 

LADY   B G TO   DR    SWIFT. 

London,  Novj.  1734. 

DON'T  accufe  me  of  fbrfaking  you  :  Indeed 
it  is  not  the  lead  in  my  thoughts ;  but  I 
heard  you  were  ill,  and  I  had  no  letter  from  you, 
fo  doubted  being  troublefome.  I  was,  about 
two  months  ago,  at  my  own  houfe,  and  had  my 
Duke  and  Dutchefs  with  me.  The  reft  of  my 
time  was  divided  between  Lord  Preficlent  *  and 
Knole.  I  have  now  left  their  Graces  in  the  coun- 
try, where  1  hope  they  will  not  Hay  long  •,  for 
ihe  has  been  very  ill,  though  now  recovered. 

I  arn  always  more  frightful  when  my  friends 
are  lick  there,  becaufe  there  is  neither  phyfic 
norphyficia-n  that's  good  for  any  thing.  Indeed, 
I  cannot  anfwer  whether  your  Lord  Lieutenant 
will  be. the  fame  or  not.  All  that  I  can  fay  is, 
that  if  he  a'iks  my  confent  for  it,  he  mall  not 

have 

•  Spencer  Earl  of  Wilmington. 
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have  it.  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  the  Duke 
of  Chandois,  nor  I  believe  has  the  Duke  of 
Dorfct  much.  And  to  be  fure  it  would  oe  to 
no  purpofe  to  aflc  him  for  thofe  records  *  again, 
becaufe,  if  he  would  have  parted  with  them,  he 
would  have  done  it  on  your  aflcing.  Arid  whe- 
ther it  be  ufefttlj  or  not  juft  to  him,  yet  few  peo- 
ple would  care  to  part  with  what  mud  enhance 
the  value  of  their  libraries  ;  but  if  he  fucceeds 
the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  then  for  certain  he  will  be 
eafily  perfuaded  to  make  a  compliment  of  them 
to  the  kingdom.  Your  friend  Dr  Arbuthnott, 
I  hear,  is  out  of  order  again.  I  have  not  feen 
him  lately,  and  I  fear  he  is  in  a  very  declining 
Vay.  I  fancy  it  would  be  prodigioully  good  for 
your  health  to  come  to  England,  which  would 
be  a  great  pleafure  to  your  moft  fincere  old 
friend  and  humble  fervant. 

?3  LETTER 

*  Thefe  records  were  manufcripts  relating  to  the  hi- 
ftory  of  Ireland,  Mhich  had  been  collected  by  Sir  Jame.i 
Ware,  before,  after,  and  during  the  troubles  of  1641. 
"When  Lord  Clarendon  was  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  1686,  he 
got  thefe  ruanufi-ripts  from  the  heir  of  Sir  James,  and 
brought  them  into  England.  After  Lord  Clarendon'- 
death,  they  were  fold  to  the  Duke  of  Chandois.  The 
catalogue  of  them  was  printed  in  1697,  in  the  large  fo- 
lio  catalogue  of  all  the  libraries  both  in  England  and 
Ireland  ;  and  the  Dean  having  read  that  account  of  them, 
was  very  defirous  to  procure  them  for  public  nfe.  See  a 
letter  written  by  the  Dean  to  the  Duke  of  Chandois, 
foJicitiiijx  his  Grace  to  prefcnt  them  to  the  public  libra- 
ry at  Dublin,  in  the  volumes  pu.blilb.ed  by  Mr  Deano 
fcwift. 
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MRS     PENDARVES     TO     DR     SWIFT. 

St  Alarms-Square,  G/ocefter,   Nov.io.  1734. 

SIR, 

T  AM  truly  concerned  at  your  having  been  fo 
-*-  much  out  of  order :  I  moft  heartily  \vifh 
you  conltant  health  and  happinefs,  though  that's 
of  little  ufe  to  you,  and  only  ferves  to  do  honour 
to  myfelf,  by  (hewing  I  know  how  to  prize  what 
is  valuable. 

I  fhould  have  returned  you  thanks  much  foon- 
er  for  the  favour  of  your  lail  letter;  but  when 
I  received  it  1  was  preparing  for  my  journey  hi- 
ther, and  have  evei  "fince  had  fo  great  a  diforder 
in  one  of  my  eyes,  that  till  this  moment  I  have 
not  been  abre  to  make  my  acknowledgments  to 
vou.  I  wonder  you  fhould  be  at  a  lofs  for  a  rea- 
ibn  for  my  writing  to  you;  we  all  love  honour 
and  pleafure  :  \\rere  your  letters  dull,  do  you 
imagine  my  vanity  would  not  be  fond  of  corre- 
fponding  with  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's  ?  But 
the  lafl  reafon  you  give  I  like  beft,  and  will  ftick 
by,  which  is,  that  I  am  a  more  conftant  nymph 
than  all  your  goddeffes  of  much  longer  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  furthermore,  I  venture  to  promife  you 
are  in  no  danger  of  receiving  a  Boutade,  if  that 
depends  on  my  will.  As  for  thofe  failing  days 

you 
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you  talk  of  *,  they  are,  I  confefs,  alluring 
baits ;  and  I  ihould  certainly  have  been  with  you 
in  three  pacquets,  according  to  your  commands, 
could  I  either  fly  or  fwim  :  But  I  am  a  heavy 
lump,  deitined  for  a  few  years  to  this  earthly  e- 
lement,  and  can't  move  about,  without  the  con- 
current aflillanceof  feveral  animals  that  are  very 
expenftve. 

Now  for  bufinefs  :  As  foon  as  I  received  your 
letter,  I  went  to  your  brother  Lanfdown,  and 
fpoke  to  him  about  the  Duke  of  Chandois.  He 
dcfired  me  to  make  his  compliments  to  you,  and 
to  tell  you  he  was  very  forry  he  could  be  of  no 
fervice  to  you  in  that  affair  ;  but  he  has  had  no 
manner  of  correfpondence,  or  even  acquaintance, 
with  the  Duke  thefe  fifteen  years.  I  have  put 
it  however  into  hands  that  will  perufe  it  dili- 
gently, and  I  hope  to  obtain  for  you  what  you  de- 
fire  ;  if  they  do  not  fucceed,  you  muft  not  call 
me  negligent ;  for  whatever  lies  in  my  power 
to  fcrve  you,  is  of  too  much  confequence  forme 
to  negledl. 

I  have  left  my  good  friend,  and  your  humble 
fervant,  Mrs  Donnellan,  behind  me  in  London, 
where  (he  meets  with  little  entertainment  fuit- 
able  to  her  understanding ;  and  {he  is  a  much 
fitter  companion  for  the  Dublin  Thurfday  So- 
ciety than  for  the  trifling  company  {he  is  now- 
engaged  in  j  and  I  wifii  you  had  her  with  you, 
(fmce  I  can't  have  her),  bccaufe  I  know  flie  would 

be 

*  J.  f.  Dining  upon  two  or  three  diftics  at  the  deanry; 
which,  in  comparison  of  magnificent  tables,  the  Doctor 

uf;d  to  call  1'altiag. 
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be  happier  than  where  fhe  is  ;  and  my  wifti  I 
think  no  bad  one  for  you.  Neither  my  eyes  nor 
paper  will  hold  out  any  longer.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
moil  faithful  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  all  your  friends. 


LETTER      DCX. 

MR    JARVIS     *     TO     DR     SWIFT. 

Hampton,  Nov.  24.  1734- 
DEAR   MR   DtLAN, 

YOU  can  hardly  imagine  how  rejoiced  I  am 
at  finding  my  old  friend  the  Bifhop  of 
Worcefterf,  ib  hale  at  83-4  !  No  complaint;  he 
does  but  begin  to  iloop,  and  I  am  forced  myfelf, 
every  now  and  then,  to  awaken  myfelf  to  walk 
tolerably  upright,  famous  as  I  was  lately  for  a 
wight  of  uncommon  vigour,  and,  confequently, 
fpirits  to  fpare.  If  ever  I  fee  Dublin  again,  and 
your  Teague  efcapes  hanging  fo  long,  I  will  my- 
felf truce' him  for  non-admittance,  when  you 
were  in  a  converfable  condition.  I  am  fure  the 
Lady  will  fend  you  Mr  Connolly's  picture 
•with  pleafure,  when  I  tell  her  you  expect  it. 
Our  friend  Pope  is  off  and  on,  here  and  there, 
every  where  and  no  where,  a  Jon  ordinaire;  and 
therefore  as  well  as  we  can  hope,  for  a  carcafs 

fo 

*  A  celebrated  painter,  and  contemporary  with  Sir 
Godfrey  Kneller. 

t  Dr  John  Hough,  Bi/hop  of  Worcsfter. 
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fo  crazy.  He  afTures  me,  he  has  done  his  duty 
in  writing  frequently  to  the  Dean,  becaufe  he  is 
fure  it  gives  you  fome  amufement,  as  he  is  re- 
joiced at  all  your's  ;v  therefore  you  muit  write  a- 
way.  Upon  inquiry,  I  learn  that  exercife  is  the 
belt  medicine  for  giddinefs.  Penny  made  Mrs 
Pendarves  happy  with  a  print  of  your's,  and  I 
do  not  fail  to  diftribute.  them  to  all  your  we!!- 
wifliers.  I  am,  dear  Dean,  your's  rnoil  ailV6lion- 
ately, 

CliA.  JARVIS. 

I  held  out  bravely  the  three  weeks  fog,   £2V. 
and  am  very  well. 


LETTER      DCXI. 


m^  Dec..  i<j.  1734. 

I  AM  truly  forry  for  any  complaint  you  have  ; 
and  it  is  in  regard  to  the  weaknefs  of  yo.ur 
eyes  that  I  write  (as  well  as  print)  in  folio. 
You'll  think,  (I  know  you  will,  for  you  have  all 
the  candour  of  a  good  underftanding),  that  the 
thing,  which  men  of  our  age  feel  the  mod,  is  the 
friendfhip  of  our  equals  ;  and  that  thefefore  what- 
ever aH'ecls  thofc  who  are  ilept  a"  few  years  be- 
fore us,  fitmnot  but  fenfibly  affe£l  us  who  are  to 
follow.  It  troubles  me  to  hear  you  complain  of 
your  memory  5  and  if  I  am  in  any  part  of  my 
conftitution  younger  than  you,  it  will  be  in  my 
remembering  every  thing  that  has  pleafed  me  in 

you, 
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you,  longer  than  perhaps  you  will.  The  two 
fummers  we  pafled  together  dwell  always  on  my 
mind,  like  a  vifion  which  gave  me  a  glimpfe  of 
a  better  life  and  better  company,  than  this  world 
otherwife  afforded.  I  am  now  an  individual, 
upon  whom  no  other  depends ;  and  may  go  where 
I  will,  if  the  wretched  carcafs  I  am  annexed  to 
did  not  hinder  me.  I  rambled,  by  very  eafy 
journeys,  this  year  to  Lord  Bathuril  and  Lord 
Peterborow,  who,  upon  every  occafion,  comme- 
morate, love,  and  xviih  for  you.  I  now  pafs  my 
days  between  Uoyley,  London,  and  this  place  ; 
not  ftudious  nor  idle,  rather  polifhing  old  works 
than  hewing  out  new.  I  redeem  now  and  then 
a  paper  that  hath  been  abandoned  feveral  years i 
and  of  this  fort  you'll  foon  fee  one,  which  I  in- 
fcribe  to  our  old  friend  Arbuthnott. 

Thiis  far  I  had  written  ;  and  thinking  to  finifh 
my  letter  the  fame  evening,  was  prevented  by 
company;  and  the  next  morning  found  myfelf 
in  a  fever,  highly  difordercd,  and  fo  continued  in 
bed  for  five  days,  and  in  my  chamber  till  now ; 
but  fo  well  recovered  as  to  hope  to  go  abroad  to- 
morrow, even  by  the  advice  of  Dr  Arbuthnott. 
He  himfelf,  poor  man,  is  much  broke,  though 
not  worfe  than  for  thefe  two  laft  months  he  has 
been.  He  took  extremely  kind  your  letter.  I 
wifh  to  God  we  could  once  meet  again,  before 
that  feparation,  which  yet,  I  would  be  glad  to 
believe,  (hall  re- unite  us.  But  he  who  made  us, 
not  for  ours,  but  his  purpofcs,  knows  only 
whether  it  be  for  the  better  or  the  worfe,  that  the 

affections 
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afFeclions  of  this  life  fhould,  or  fhould  not  con- 
tinue into  the  other :  And  doubtlefs  it  is  as  it 
fhould  be.  Yet  I  am  fure,  that  while  I  am  here, 
•and  the  thing  that  I  am,  I  fliall  be  imperfect 
•without  the  communication  of  fuch  friends  as 
you.  You  are  to  me  like  a  limb  loft,  and  buried 
in  another  country.  Though  we  feem  quite  di- 
vided, every  accident  makes  me  feel  you  were 
once  a  part  of  me.  I  always  confider  you  fo 
much  as  a  friend,  that  I  forget  you  are  an  author, 
perhaps  too  much  ;  but  it  is  as  much  as  I  would 
defire  you  would  do  to  me.  However,  if  I  could 
infpirit  you  to  beftow  correction  upon  thofe 
three  treatifes,  which  you  fay  are  fo  near  com- 
pleted, I  fhould  think  it  a  better  work  than  any 
1  can  pretend  to  of  my  own.  I  am  almoft  at 
.the  end  of  my  morals,  as  I  have  been  long  ago 
of  my  wit.  My  fyftem  is  a  fhort  one,  and  mv 
circle  narrow.  Imagination  has  no  limits;  and 
that  is  a  fphere  in  which  you  may  move  on  to 
eternity  :  But  where  one  is  confined  to  truth, 
(or,  to  fpeak  more  like  a  human  creature,  to  the 
appearances  of  truth),  we  foon  find  the  fhortnefs 
of  our  tether.  Indeed,  by  the  help  of  a  meta- 
phyfical  chain  of  ideas,  one  may  extend  the  cir- 
culation, -go  round  and  round  for  ever,  without 
making  any  progrefs  beyond  the  point  to  which 
Providence  has  pinned  us.  But  this  does  not 
fatisfy  me,  who  would  rather  fay  a  little  to  no 
purpofe,  than  a  great  deal.  Lord  B.  is  .volumi- 
nous, but  he  is  voluminous  only  to  deftroy 
volumes.  I  fliall  not  live,  I  fear,  to  fee  that  work 

printed. 
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printed.  He  is  fo  taken  up  (till  (in  fpite  of  the 
'monitory  hint  given  in  the  firft  line  of  my  effay) 
•with  particular  men,  that  he  neglects  mankind, 
and  is  ftill  a  creature  of  this  world,  not  of  the 
xiniverfe  •,  this  world,  which  is  a  name  we  give 
to  Europe,  to  England,  to  Ireland,  to  London,  to 
Dublin,  to  the  court,  to  the  caftle,  and  fo  dimi- 
niflung  till  it  comes  to  our  own  affairs,  and  to 
our  own  perfons.  When  you  write  either  to 
him  or  to  me,  (for  we  accept  it  all  as  one),  rebuke 
him  for  it ;  as  divine,  if  you  like  it;  or  as  a  ba- 
dineur,  if  you  think  that  more  effectual. 

What  I  write  will  (hew  that  my  head  is  yet 
weak.  I  had  written  to  you  by  that  gentleman 
from  the  Bath,  but  I  did  not  know  him;  and 
every  body  that  comes  from  Ireland  pretends  to 
be  a  friend  of  the  Dean's.  I  am  always  glad  to 
fee  any  that  are  truly  fo  ;  and  therefore  do  not 
miftake  any  thing  I  faid,  fo  as  to  difcourage  your 
fending  any  fuch  to  jne.  Adieu. 


LETTER      DCXII. 

DR  SHERIDAN    TO   DR  SWIFT. 
DEAR  SOAR,  Dec.  25.    1734. 

EYE  ray  mice  elf  too  May  jor  Par  rots  yes 
flair  day  morn  in  Two  mete  they  ten  ants 
off  Drum  lean,  two  pea  me  fum  Mow  knee  dew 
of  Michael  Mafs  and  March  Gale.     Eye  fup  hofc 
Eye  fiiall  race  have  a  bout  to  him  dread  pounds, 

or 
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or  they  raw  bouts.  Eye  am  fore  Eye  two  here  ewer 
health  is  knot  bet  her.  Eye  wood  heave  yew 
take  fum  ray  maid  Eyes  firit,  and  then  go  in  afh 
hays  two  week  low,  where  Eye  no  you  will  bee 
as  well  come  as  a  knee  i  *  in  ire  land.  Yew 
no  eye  promifs  faid  too  right  yew  a  Nun  inn  tell 
liege  eye  bell  Let  her.  He  writ  is.  Eye  main 
afs  crop  off  it. 

Duglidge  gravelfon  meltronimon  bagaron  re- 
fonfa  fore  monra  pe  nos  fatas  epronfa  car  filomen 
fezindo  crapenter  forami  danfa  prezina  mentre 
foga  ni  fon  im  contra  ferez  imilo  fsik  mitigan 
naflico  dna  cifa  melifnot  dlor  calica  doen  ap 
fagen  gefonda  refilo  namis  fendo. 

I  fuppofe  by  this  time  thofe  laft  fix  lines  have 
given  you  amufement  enough  5  and  to  put  you 
from  farther  labour,  I  tell  you  honeftly,  that 
they  have  no  meaning  at  all.  So  let  them  pafs 
for  a  Chriilmas  trick — But  I  defire  that  Doctor 
Helmam,  and  fome  other  friends  may  take  a 
turn  at  them  ;  for  it  is  not  reafonable  that  you 
fhould  be  at  all  the  trouble. 

Mr  Hamilton  is  glad  the  venifon  got  fafe  to 
you  ;  it  was  carried  by  a  County-Cavan  man 
in  the  75th  year  of  his  age,  who  went  off  on 
Wednesday  morning,  was  back  with  us  on  Sa- 
turday night,  in  all  104  miles. He  was  much 

affronted  that  a  young  fellow  was  propofed  for 
the  expedition. — There's  a  County-Cavan  man 
for  you. 

As  for  myfelf,  I  am  grown  thirty  years  young- 

VOL.  XVII.  Q_  er, 

*  /.  e.  One. 
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er,  by  no  other  method  than  eating,  drinking, 
and  breathing  freely  in  this  Elyfium  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  Happy  will  it  be  for  you  (if  I  misjudge 
not,  and  very  feldom  I  do,  as  you  yourfelf  caa 
•witnefs,  who  have  known  me  above  fixteea 
years,  and  I  believe  a  little  more,  if  my  memory 
fails  me  not,  as  I  have  no  reafon  to  think  it  does; 
for  I  do  not  find  it  in  the  lead  impaired)  to  con- 
vey yourfelf  into  the  fineft  apartment  of  our 
Elyfium,  I  mean  to  Caftle-Hamilton,  where  you 
•will  find  a  mod  hearty  welcome,  and  all  the  de- 
lights this  world  can  give But  you  muft 

take  me  along  with  you 

Nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleafure  than 
to  hear  that  your  innocent  fubje&s  of  the  Keven- 
Bayl  *  efcaped  the  .gallows,  in  fpite  of  Bettif- 

worth  -j-  and  all  his  add  hayrents. If  he  were 

to  make  them  a  holiday,  it  mould  make  one  for 
me  and  my  boys  likewife. 

Sunday  we  had  a  very  hard  froil — Yefterday 
morning  fair — The  afternoon,  all  night,  and  this 
morning  to  ten,  was  rain — Now  fair  again,  but 
lowering. 

We  are  juft  now  going  to  dinner  at  Captain 
Perotts,  where  your  health  is  never  omitted, 
both  as  Dean  and  Drapier — I  forgot  to  tell  you 

that 

*  Dr  Swift  ufed  to  call  the  people  who  lived  in  the 
liberty  of  St  Patricks  his  fubjects  :  and  without  difpiue' 
they  would  have  lovight  up  to  their  knees  in  blood  for  him. 

t  The  right  fpelling  of  this  name  is  Bettef\vorth,  con- 
{Vantly  pronounced  as  a  M'ord  of  two  fylhbles,  until  foinc 
poems  liaJ  come  out  agavnit  him,  and  then  BettefVortb. 
aiTjc'revl  to  pronounce  it  as  three  fyllab'cs,  to  which  this 
ipeljing  by  Dv  Sheridan  alludes. 
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that  there  is  a  Drapier's  Club  fixt  in  Caven  of 
about  thirty  good  fighting  fellows  :  from  whence 
I  remark  you  have  the  heart  of  Ireland.  Vid. 

Grierfon's  new  map There   is  another   Ca- 

ven-Bayl  for  you. 

I  have  no  more  to  trouble  you  with,  but  my 
good  wifhes  for  your  long  health  and  happinefs. 
1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  mod  obedient  humble  fer- 


THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

If  you  go  out  of  town  before  I  return,  leave 
the  key  of  your  flrongbox  with  Jane  *,  that 
I  may  put  my  money  among  your's. 

LETTER      DCXIII. 

TO   THE   DUKE   OF   DORSET. 

MY  LORD,  January  14.  1734-5. 

I  AM  afl'ured  that  your  Grace  will  have  feve- 
ral  reprefentations  of  an   affair   relating  to 
the  univerfity  here,  from  forne  very  confiderable 
perfons  in  this  kingdom.    However,  L  could  not 
refufe  the   application  made  me  by  a  very  wor- 
thy perfon  of  that  Society,  who  was  commiflion- 
ed  by  fome  principal  members  of  the  body  to  de- 
fire  my  good  offices  to  your  Grace  j  becaufe  they 
believed  you  thought  me  an  honed  man,  and  be- 
Q_2  caufe 

*  Dr  Swift's  cook- maid. 
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caufe  I  had  the  honour  to  be  known  to  you  from 
your  early  youth.  The  matter  of  their  requeft 
related  wholly  to  a  dreaded  apprehenfion  they 
lie  under,  of  Dr  Whitcomb's  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure a  difpenfation  for  holding  his  fellowship  a- 
long  with  that  church-preferment  beftowed  on 
him  by  your  Grace.  The  perfon  fent  to  me  on 
this  mefTage,  gave  me  a  written  paper,  contain- 
ing the  reafons  why  they  hope  your  Grace  will 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  grant  fuch  a  difpenfa- 
tion. I  prefume  to  fend  you  an  abftract  of  thefe 
reafons ;  becaufe  I  may  boldly  allure  your  Grace, 
that  party  or  faction  have  net  the  leafl  concern 
in  the  whole  affair;  and  as  to  myfelf,  it  happens 
that  I  am  an  entire  ftranger  to  Dr  Whitcomb. 

It  is  alledged  that  this  preferment  given  to  the 
Do&or  confifts  of  a  very  large  parifn,  worth  near 
fix  hundred  pounds  a-year,  in  a  very  fine  coun- 
try, thirty  miles  from  Dublin  :  That  it  abounds 
very  much  with  Papifts,  and  consequently  a  mo(l 
important  cure,  requiring  the  Reclor's  residence, 
befides  fome  other  affiftant ;  which,  being  fo 
rich,  it  might  well  afford. 

That  as  to  fuch  difpenfations,  they  find  in  their 
college-books  but  three  or  four  instances  fincc 
the  Revolution,  and  thefe  in  cafes  very  different 
from  the  prefent.  For  thofe  few  livings,  which 
had  difpenfations  to  be  held  with  a  fellowfhip, 
were  finecures  of  fmall  value,  not  fuflicient  to 
induce  a  fellow  to  leave  his  college  j  and  in  the 
body  of  thofe  difpenfitions  is  inferted  a  reafon 
for  granting  them.  That  they  were  fuch  livings 

as 
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as  could  be  no  hindrance  in  the  difcharge  of  a 
fellow's  duty. 

That  difpenfations  are  very  hurtful  to  their 
fociety,  becaufe  they  put  a  flop  to  the  fucceflion 
of  fellowships,  and  thereby  give  a  check  to  that 
emulation,  induftry,  and  improvement  in  learn- 
ing, which  the  hopes  of  gaining  a  fellowftiip  will 
beft  incite  young  ftudents  with. 

That  if  this  difpenfation  fliould  take  place,  it 
may  prove  a  precedent  for  the  like  practice  in 
future  times  ;  which  will  be  very  injurious  to  the 
fociety,  by  encouraging  fellows  to  apply  for  dif- 
penfations, when  they  have  intereft  enough  to 
get  preferments,  by  which  the  fenior  fellows 
will  be  fettled  in  the  college  for  life  j  and  thus, 
for  want  of  a  fucceflion  any  other  way  than  by 
death  or  marriage,  all  encouragement  to  young 
diligent  ftudents  will  be  wholly  loft. 

That  a  junior  fellowfhip  is  of  very  fmall  va- 
lue, and  to  arrive  at  it  requires  good  fenfe,  as 
well  as  long  and  clofe  ftudy  ;  to  which  young 
ftudents  are  only  encouraged  by  hopes  of  fuc- 
ceeding,  in  a  reafonable  time,  to  be  one  of  the 
{even  feniors  ;  which  hopes  will  be  quite  cut  off, 
when  thofe  feniors  are  perpetuated  by  difpenfa- 
tions. 

That  the  fellows,  at  their  admittance  into  their 
fcllowfhips,  take  a  folemn  oath  never  to  accept 
of  any  church-preferment  above  a  certain  value 
and  diilance  from  Dublin,  as  long  as  they  con- 
tinue fellows  :  To  which  oath  the  accepting  of 
a  difpenfation  by  Dr  Whitcomb  is  direcily  con- 


i36'         DEAN    SWIFT's 

trary,   in  both  particulars  of  value  and  diflancc. 

That  at  this  time  there  is  a  fet  of  very  hope- 
ful young  men  in  long  and  clofe  (ludy,  to  (land 
for  the  firft  vacant  fellowship,  who  will  be  alto- 
gether difcouraged,  and  drop  their  endeavours 
in  the  purfuit  of  learning,  by  being  difappointed 
in  their  hopes  of  Dr  Whitcomb's  leaving  the  col- 
lege, and  opening  a  way  for  one  of  them  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  a  fellowship. 

Thefe,  my  Lord,  are  the  fum  of  the  reafons 
brought  me  by  a  very  worthy  perfon,  a  fellow  of 
that  college,  and  recommended  by  fome  of  the 
mod  deferving  in  that  body  ;  and  I  have  fhorten- 
ed  them  as  much  as  I  could. 

I  (hall  only  trouble  your  Grace  with  one  or 
two  of  my  own  remarks  upon  this  fubject. 

The  univerfity,  and  in  fome  fenfe  the  whole 
kingdom,  are  full  of  acknowledgment  for  the 
honour  your  Grace  hath  done  them,  in  trufting 
the  care  of  one  of  your  fons  to  be  educated  in 
the  college  of  Dublin,  which  hopes  to  be  always 
in  your  Grace's  favour;  and  by  your  influence, 
while  you  govern  here,  as  well  as  the  credit  you 
will  always  deferve  at  Court,  will  ever  defire  to 
be  protected  in  their  rights. 

Your  Grace  will  pleafe  to  know,  that  a  fel- 
lowfhip  in  this  univerfity  differs  much  in  fome 
very  important  circumftances  from  moft  of  thofe 
in  either  of  the  univerfities  in  England. 

My  Lord  George  will  tellyour  Grace,  that  a 
fellowfhip  here  is  obtained  with  great  difficulty, 
fey  the  number  of  candidates,  the  ftric~r,  exami- 
nation 
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nation  in  many  branches  of  learning,  and  the 
regularity  of  life  and  manners.  It  is  alfo  dif- 
pofed  of  with  much  folemnity  :  The  examiner* 
take  aii  oath  at  the  altar  to  give  their  vote  ac- 
cording to  their  confciences. 

The  univerfity  is  patron  of  fome  church-pre- 
ferments, which  are  offered  to  the  feveral  fel- 
lows downwards  to  the  loweft  in  holy  orders. 

I  beg  your  Grace  to  conlider,  that  there  be- 
ing very  little  trade  here,  there  is  no  encourage- 
ment for  gentlemen  to  breed  their  fons  to  mer- 
chandife  :  That  not  many  great  employments 
in  church  or  law  fall  to  the  (hare  of  perfons 
born  here :  That  the  laft  refource  of  younger 
fons  is  to  the  church  -,  where,  if  well  befriend- 
ed, they  may  chance  to  rife  to  fome  reafonable 
fpiritual  maintenance;  although  we  do  not  want 
inftances  of  fome  clergymen,  well  born  and  of 
good  reputation,  who  have  been,  and  ftill  are, 
curates  for  thirty  years  ;  which  hath  been  a 
great  difcouragement  to  others,  who  have  no  o- 
ther  means  left  to  provide  for  their  children. 

Your  Grace  will  not  want  opportunities,  while 
you  continue  in  this  government,  and  by  your 
mod  deferved  favour  with  his  Majefty,  to  make 
Dr  Whitcomb  eafier  in  his  preferment,  by  fome 
addition  that  no  perfon  or  fociety  can  have  the 
lead  pretence  to  complain  of.  And  I  humbly 
beg  your  Grace,  out  of  the  high  veneration  I 
bear  to  your  perfon  and  virtues,  that  you  will 
pleafe  to  let  Dr  Whitcomb  content  himfelf  for 
•a  while  with  that  rich  preferment,  (one  of  the 

belt 
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Left  in  the  kingdom),  until  it  (ball  lie  in  your 
•way  further  to  promote  him  to  his  own  content. 
If,  upon  his  admittance  to  his  fellowship,  he 
took  an  oath  never  to  accept  a  church-living 
thus  circumitantiated,  and  hold  it  with  his  fel- 
lowfliip,  it  will  be  thought  hardly  reconcileable 
to  confcience  to  receive  a  difpenfation. 

I  humbly  intreat  your  Grace  to  forgive  this 
long  trouble  I  have  given  you,  wherein  I  have 
no  fort  of  intereft,  except  that  which  proceeds 
from  an  earneil  defire,  that  your  Grace  may  con- 
tinue, as  you  have  begun  from  your  youth,  with- 
out incurring  the  leaft  cenfure  from  the  world, 
or  giving  the  leaft  caufe  of  difcontent  to  any  de- 
ferving  perfon.  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      DCXIIL 

MRS   DONNELLAN    TO   Dft   SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  Jan.  19.  1734-5. 

MY  brother  tells  me  you  are  fo  good  to  in- 
quire after  me,  and,  to  fpeak  in  a  very 
kind  manner  of  me,  which  as  it  gives  me  the 
greateft  pleafure,  fo  it  raifes  in  me  the  higheft 
gratitude.  I  find  I  have  a  great  advantage  in  be- 
ing very  inconfiderable  •,  I  dare  believe  people 
fmcere  when  they  profefs  themfelves  my  friends; 
I  confider  I  am  not  a  wit,  a  beauty,  nor  a  for- 
tune ;  then  why  mould  I  be  flattered  ?  I  have  but 
two  or  three  qualities  that  I  value  myfelf  upon, 

arui 
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and  thofe  are  fo  much  out  of  fafhion,  that  I  make 
no  parade  of  them  :  I  am  very  fincere,  I  endea- 
vour to  be  grateful,  and  I  have  juftfenfe  enough 
to  difcern  fuperior  merit,  and  to  be  delighted 
with  the  leaft  approbation  from  it.  My  brother, 
fome  time  ago,  gave  me  hopes  of  receiving  a 
letter  from  you  ;  but  he  now  tells  me  your  ill 
flate  of  health  has  made  writing  uneafy  to  you. 
I  grieve  much  at  my  lofs,  but  more  at  the  occa- 
fion  of  it  j  and  I  write  now  only  to  return  my  belt 
thanks  for  your  good  opinion  and  defigns,  not 
to  folicit  new  favours,  or  give  you  the  trouble  of 
anfwering  this.  I  hope  next  fuonmer  to  be  in 
Ireland,  where  I  (hall  expeft  to  receive  your  an- 
fwerin  perfon,  when  the  fun,  with  it6  ufual  blef- 
fings,  (hall  give  us  this  additional  one,  of  refto- 
ring  you  to  that  {late  of  health,  that  all  thofe, 
who  have*  the  happinefs  of  either  knowing  you 
as  a  friend  and  companion,  or  lover  of  your 
country,  muft  with  the  greatefl  earncftneft  de- 
fire.  You  will  laugh  perhaps,  Sir,  at  my  faying; 
I  hope  to  fee  Ireland  this  year ;  indeed  the  ge- 
nerality of  our  country-folks,  who  fpend  a  little 
time  here,  and  get  into  any  tolerable  acquaint- 
ance, feem  to  forget  they  have  any  other  coun- 
try, till  a  knaviih  receiver,  or  their  breaking  te- 
nants, put  them  in  mind  of  it ;  but  I  afTure  you 
I  have  fo  little  of  the  fine  lady  in  me,  that  I  pre- 
fer a  fociable  evening  in  Dublin  to  all  the  diver- 
fions  of  London,  and  the  converfation  of  an  in- 
genious friend,  though  in  a  black  gown,  to  all 
the  powdered  toupees  at  St  James's.  What  has 

kept 
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kept  me  feven  years  in  London,  is  the  duty  I  owe 
a  very  good  mother,  of  giving  her  my  company 
fjnce  fhe  defires  it,  and  the  conveniency  I  enjoy 
with  her  of  a  houfe,  coach,  and  fervants,  at  my  com- 
mand. I  fuppofe,  Sir,  you  know  that  Mrs  Pendar- 
ves  has  been  for  fome  time  at  Gloceiter  :  She  has 
preferred  a  pious  viiit  to  a  tick  mother  in  a  dull 
country-town  to  London  in  its  gayeft  drefs  j  4he 
tells  me  fhe  defigns  next  month  to  return  to  us-, 
the  only  uneafinefs  I  fhall  have  in  leaving  Lon- 
don, is  the  parting  with  fo  valuable  and  tender 
a  friend  j  but  as  fhe  promifes  me,  that  if  I  flay 
in  Ireland  fhe  will  make  it  another  vifit,  I  think, 
for  the  good  of  my  country,  I  muft  leave  her, 
But  whilft  I  am  indulging  tnyfelf  in  telling  you 
my  thoughts  and  defigns,  I  fhould  confider  I  am 
perhaps  making  jou  a  troublefome  or  unreafon- 
able  vifit ;  if  fo,  ufe  me  as  all  impertinent  things 
(hould  be  ufed  j  take  no  notice  of  me  :  All  I  de- 
figned  in  writing  to  you,  was  to  let  you  know 
the  high  fenfe  I  have  of  all  your  favours,  and  that 
I  am,  with  the  greateft  gratitude  and  efteem,  Sir, 
your  moft  obliged  obedient  humble  fervant. 

H.  DON  NELL  AN, 

I  beg  you  will  be  fo  good  to  give  my  beft  wifhes 
and  ferviccs  to  Dr  Delany  and  Dr  Helfham. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      DCXV. 

FROM   SOME   UNKNOWN   GENTLEMAN  TO  DR 
SWIFT  *. 

REV.  SIR,  Jan.  11.  1734. 

THIS  letter  is  not  to  return  your  country 
thanks  for  your  royal  bounty  to  the  army 
of  Parnaflus.  Every  body  knows  that  Louis  the 
XIV.  built  and  endowed  the  'nobleil  foundation 
in  the  world  for  his  invalids  ;  we,  in  imitation, 
have  our  Greenwich,  Chelfea,  and  Kilmainham  j 
and  'twas  but  fit  that  -the  king  of  poets  fliould 
provide  for  his  jingling  fubjecls,  that  are  fo  maim- 
ed and  wounded  in  reputation,  they  have  no  o- 
ther  way  of  fubfiftencef.  The  occaiion  of  this 
is  as  follows :  This  evening  two  learned  gentle- 
men (for  aught  I  know)  laid  a  wager  on  the  mat- 
ter following,  and  referred  it  to  you  to  decide  ; 
viz.  Whether  Homer  or  Tacitus  deferves  moft 
praite  on  the  following  account  ?  Homer  makes 
Helen  give  a  character  of  the  men  of  gallantry 
and  courage  upon  the  wall;  but,  as  if  it  were 
not  a  fine  lady's  province  to  defcribe  wifdom  in 
Ulyffes,  the  hero  of  his  fecond  poem,  he  makes 
Antenor,  the  wifeft  of  all  Troy,  interrupt  her. 
The  pafTige  in  Tacitus  is  as  follows,  viz.  On  this 
year  died  Junia,  being  the  fixtieth  after  the 

Philippi 

*This  letter  is  endnrfed,  '  Whtmfical,  and  little  in  it.' 
t  The  writer   feems  to   allud;   to  Swift's  then  defign- 
ed  hofpital  tor  idiots  and  lunaticj. 
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Philippi  battle,  wife  to  Caffius,  fifter  to  Brutus, 
niece  to  Cato ;  the  images  of  twenty  houfes  were 
carried  before  her,  tsV.  Sedprafulgebant  Brutus 
ft  Coffins,  eo  ipfo  quod  imagines  eorum  non  vifebantur. 
Theie  gentlemen  beg  they  may  not  have  apart- 
ments afligned  them  in  your  obfervatory.  Your 
mod  obedient  humble  fervant. 

T.  L.  P. 

Be   pleafed  to  direft   to   the   Reverend  Mr 
Birch  at  Rofcrea. 


LETTER      DCXVI. 

LORD   B G TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Feb.  the  13^,  1734-5. 

YOU  are  a  fine  gentleman  indeed,  to  teach 
his  Grace  of  Dorfet  fuch  faucy  words ; 
and  we  have  quarrelled  fo  much  about  it,  that  I 
don't  know  but  I  fhall  oblige  him  to  meet  me  be- 
hind Montague-houfe  *.  He  fays  it  is  fome  time 
ago  that  he  commanded  me  to  write  to  you,  to 
allure  you  he  thought  himfelf  very  much  obliged 
to  you  for  your  letter,  and  that  he  takes  it  as  a 
proof  of  your  friendfhip  and  good-will  to  him. 
So  far  I  own  is  true  ;  he  did  humbly  beg  the  fa- 
vour of  me  to  write  you  this  a  great  while  ago ; 
but  I  underftood  he  had  fomething  elfe  more  to 
fay,  fo  I  cannot  but  own  I  have  feen  him  pretty 

often 
*  Where  duels  were  frequently  fought. 
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often  fince  ;  but  yet  (at  the  times  I  could  fpeak 
to  him)  my  idle  head  condantly  forgot  to  aik 
him  what  he  had  to  fay.  So  now  he  fays  he 
will  do  his  own  bufinefs,  and  write  to  you  foon 
himfelf. 

The  Countefs  *  has  quitted  the  court,  becaufe, 
after  a  long  illnefs  at  Bath,  fhe  did  not  meet' 
with  a  reception  that  fhe  liked  ;  though  her  mi- 
ftrefs  appeared  exceflively  concerned,  and  ex- 
prefled  great  uneafmefs  at  parting  with  her;  and 
my  opinion  is,  that  not  only  her  mafter  and  mi- 
flrefs,  but  her  very  enemies,  will  have  reafon  to 
repent  the  part  they  have  acted  by  her. 

Now  I  have  anfwered  all  I  can  tell  you,  that 
you  want  to  know,  I  bid  my  dear  Dean  adieu. 


LETTER       DCXVI. 

THE  EARL  OF  STAFFORD  f  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  Feb.  18.  1734-5. 

TO  honour,  and  efteem,   and  admire  you,  is 
general  to  all  that  know  or  have  heard  of 
you  ;  but  to  be  pleafed  with  your  commands,  and 
glad  and  diligent  to  obey  them,  is  peculiar  to  your 
true  friends-,  of  which  number  I  am  very  defirous 
to  be  reckoned.     On  receiving  your  letter  by  Mr 
Skerret,  I  immediately  undertook  to  do  him  the 
VOL.  XVII.  R  beft 

•  The  Countefs  of  Suffolk. 

•f  He  had  been  ambaiT-iJor  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  States  Gsneial,  during  ths  treaty  JOT 
the  p_-ace  of  Utrecht. 
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bed  fervice  I  could,  and  thought  rayfelf  happy  in 
having  advanced  his  affair  fo  far,  as  to  get  his 
petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  read  and  agreed 
to,  and  a  peremptory  day  agreed  to  for  his  being 
(as  this  day)  heard  ex  parte,  if  the  other  party  did 
not  put  in  their  anfvver  before.  I  likewife  got 
feveral  Lords  to  attend ;  but,  on  printing  his 
cafe,  our  new  Lord  Chancellor  *  (who  at  prefent 
has  a  great  party  in  the  houfe)  found  out,  that 
the  petition  I  had  prefented  for  Mr  Skerret, 
Ind  not  fully  explained  matters  to  the  Houfe ; 
becaufe,  upon  comparing  dates,  the  petition  of 
appeal  laft  year  was  prefented  late  in  the  feflions ; 
and  that  though  there  was  then  an  order  for  the 
refpondents  to  put  in  their  anfvver  in  five  weeks, 
(the  ufual  time  for  caufes  in  Ireland),  yet  the 
parliament  did  not  fit  above  a  fortnight  after;  fo 
that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  refpondent's  anfwer 
to  be  put  in  by  that  time.  That  the  parliament 
being  diffblved,  the  refpondents  in  Ireland  might 
cxpe6l  to  have  been  ferved  with  a  new  order  this 
feflion,  which  it  did  not  appear  was  done  :  And 
that  though  in  the  courts  below,  if  anfwers  were 
not  put  in,  they  proceeded  to  hear  caufes  ex parte ; 
yet  there  was  this  difference,  that  there  they  always 
allowed  .a  time  for  the  defendant  to  have  his 
caufe  reheard  ;  but  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  our 
decrees  are  final,  and  it  would  be  hard  for  any,  by 
iurprife,  to  be  abfolutely  cut  out  from  making 
bis  defence.  The  whole  houfe  fee  m  ing  to  be  of 
the  fame  mind,  they  put  off  the  caufe  to  Thurf- 

day 
*  Talbat. 


CORR.ESPONDENCE.         1 9  $ 

<fay  five  weeks,  and  ordered  the  refpondents, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  be  ferved  with  an  order  to 
put  in  their  anfwer ;  and  if  they  did  not  anfwer 
by  that  time,  the  houfe  would  proceed  abfolutely 
to  hear  the  caufe  ex  pttrte.  I  muft  own  to  you, 
the  Chancellor  propofed  to  put  it  off  only  for  a 
month;  and  it  was  I  alone  defined  it  might  be 
for  five  weeks,  giving  for  a  reafon,  that  fince  the 
appellant  was  difappointed  once,  after  having 
been  at  the  expence  of  feeing  his  counfel,  he 
might  not  be  fo  a  fecond  rime :  And  fince 
his  adverfaries  were  ready  to  make  all  the 
chicane  poilible,  they  might  not  have  the  pre- 
tence for  another,  by  faying,  as  the  ufual  time 
was  five  weeks,  and  this  order  but  for  a  month, 
they  expected  they  were  to  be  allowed  the  ufual 
time  ;  fo  I  thought  it  was  better  giving  them  a 
week  more,  than  leaving  them  any  room  for 
further.chicane.  —  As  I  have  not  feen  your  friend 
Mr  Skerrtt  fince  this  order,  I  do  not  know  how 
he  takes  it :  But  I  was  refolved  to  give  you  this 
account  of  what  happened  but  a  few  hours  ago, 
that  you  might  be  convinced  of  my  diligence  to 
gratify  you. in  every  thing,  you  defire  of,  Sir, 
your  mod  finccre  faithful  humble  fervant. 

As  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  but  yefterday 
on  the  practice  of  opening  letters,  you  will 
not  wonder  if  I  expect  this  to  be  opened. 


R  2  LETTER 
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'LETTER    DCXVIII. 

DR  SHERIDAN   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

Feb.  25.  1734-5. 
ty  brew  Harry  25.  1734-5. 

RAVE   E'ER    DAY   ANN, 

YE  fan  fee  they  Rake  order  is  a  dcel  a  tory 
jant  ill  man,  bee  caufe  he  mite  heave 
fcent  his  o  pin  eye  on  "beef  o'er  this.  Yew  no  eye 
heave  fum  mow  knee  too  payjmifs  tear  Hen  a  wry, 
Ann  damn  inn  hay  eaft  to  bring  Matt  Eyrs  twack 
on  clue  flmn.  Eye  maid  a  nap  point  mean  too 
Bee  at  they  Dean  a  wry  tun  eye't,  but  am  pray 
vent  head  buy  a  ten  an  ant  in  Jew  red  buy  Ann 
at  Ur  ni,  buy  home  eye  muft  and.  Eye  am  ewef 
mow  flob  ay  dy  ant  Ann  dumb  bell  ferve  aunt, 
Tom  afs  She  rid  Ann. 

LETTER      DCXIX. 

LORD  C TO    DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Jtrmyn-Jlreety  March  6.  1734-5. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  attended 
the  caufe  yefterday,  and  the  day  before  :  It 
•went  for  your  friend  unon  the  juftett.  principle, 
and  that  unanimouHy.  He  did  not  only  carry 
his  eaufe  before  the  Houfe,  but  his  future  caufe, 
fpringing  out  of  this,  is  mended  by  the  decree. 
The  Chancellor  faid,  the  refpondent  had  more 

reafon 
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reafon  to  appeal  than  the  appellant.  Mr  Lind- 
fay,  who  informed  you  right  in  all  the  matters 
you  mentioned  to  me,  will  inform  you,  on  per- 
ufmg  our  decree,  of  the  reafon  of  the  Chancel- 
lor's expreifion.  I  have  a  partiality  for  Captam 
Rowley  in  every  thing  but  judicature  j  and  in 
that  capacity,  if  Judge  Lindfay  and  I  fat  toge- 
ther, I  fancy,  by  what  I  know  of  him,  that  we 
fhould  feldom  difagree. 

I  thank  you  for  taking  notice  of  the  profper- 
ous  events  that  have  happened  to  my  family.  If 
alliance  and  the  thoughts  of  profperity  can  bind 
a  man  to  the  intereft  of  his  country,  I  am  cer- 
tainly bound  to  (land  by  liberty  ;  and  when  you 
fee  me  forgetful  of  that,  may  you  treat  me  like 
*Traulus  and  Piitorides.  I  am  impatient  for 
four  volumes,  faid  to  be  your  works,  for  which 
my  wife  and  I  have  fubfcribed  ;  and  we  expect- 
ed a  dozen  of  copies  from  MrTickell  laft  packet. 

I  intend  thefe  works  mail  be  the  firft  founda- 
tion of  the  libraries  of  my  three  grandfons.  la 
the  mean  time,  they  will  be  ftudied  by  my  fon5 
and  fons-in-la\v. 

I  defire  you  will  condefcend  to  make  my  com- 
pliments to  DrDelany,  for  whom  I  have  a  moft 
hearty  eileem,  though  I  know  he  thinks  me  not 
ferious  enough  upon  certain  arduous  points  of 
antiquity. 

six, 

That  you  may  enjoy  the  continuance  of  all 

R  3    .  happinefs, 

•  Jofhua,  Lord  Allen,  a  p.ivy  counfellor,  and  Richani 
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happinefs,  is  my  wifli  :  As  for  futurity,  I  know 
your  name  will  be  remembered,  when  the  names 
of  kings,  lords,  lieutenants,  archbiftiops,  and 
parliament-politiciarvfi,  will  be  forgotten  ;  at  laft, 
you  yourfelf  mud  fall  into  oblivion  ;  which  may 
happen  in  lefs  than  a  thoufand  years,  though  the 
term  may  be  uncertain,  and  will  depend  on  the 
progrefs  that  barbarity  and  ignorance  may  make, 
notwithftanding  the  fedulous  endeavours  to  the 
contrary  of  the  gfeat  prelates  in  this  and  fuc- 
ceeding  ages.  My  wife,  my  mother,  my  mo- 
ther-in-law, my,  &c.  &c.  &c.  all  join  with  me 
in  good  wimes  to  you  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  con- 
tinue to  believe  that  I  am  with  the  greateft  re- 
fped~l,  Sir,  your  mod  humble  and  moft  obedient 
iervant. 


LETTER      DCXX. 

WILLIAM  PULTENEY,  ESQJ  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,         London^  March  II.  1734-5. 

I  HAVE  often  defired  our  friend  Pope,  when 
he  wrote  to  you,  to  allow  me  a  corner  of 
his  letter,  to  affaire  you  of  my  moft  humble  fer- 
vice  ;  but  the  little  man  never  remembered  it, 
and  it  was  not  worth  troubling  you  with  a  letter 
of  my  own  on  fo  infignificant  an  occafion. 

Your  recommending  Mr  Lorinan  to  me,  gives 
rne  great  pleafure  and  fatisfaclion,  as  it  is  an  in- 
jtauce  of  your  kind remercbrance  and  friendfliip 

I 
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I  promife  you,  whoever  at  any  time  comes  to  me 
from  you,  fhall  be  fure  of  meeting  with  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  endeavours  to  ferve  them.  I  am 
glad  I  can  acquaint  you  Mr  Lorinan  has  all  the 
fuccefs  he  could  expecl:  or  wi{h  for :  His  caufe 
was  a  good  one,  and  he  had  the  honour  of  ha- 
ving it  greatly  attended.  When  it  was  over,  he 
afked  me,  (but  in  a  very  modeft  way)  whether  it 
was  poflible  to  get  him  made  receiver  of  the  new 
Bifhop  of  Derry's  rents  ?  I  told  him  I  would 
try  ;  I  did  fo  ;  but  found  it  would  not  fucceed, 
and  fo  dropped  it  immediately. 

What  do  you  fay  to  the  buftle  made  here  to 
prevent  the  *  mail  from  being  an  Englim  bifliop, 
and  afterwards  allowing  him  to  be  a  good  Chri- 
ilian  enough  for  an  Irifh  one  ?  Sure  the  oppofi- 
tion  or  the  acquiefcence  muft  have  been  moft  a- 
bominably  fcandalous.  By  what  I  can  learn  of  Dr 
Handle's  chara£ter,  (for  I  am  not  in  the  lead  ac- 
quainted with  him  myfelf),  he  is  far  from  being  the 
great  and  learned  man  his  friends  would  have  the 
world  believe  him  ;  and  much  farther  yet,  from 
the  bad  man  his  enemies  reprefent  him.  Our 
right  reverend  brethren  continue  to  dwell  toge- 
ther 

f  Dr  Thomas  Rnndle  was  promoted  to  the  rich  fee  of 
Derry  in  Ireland,  in  February  173-i-J,  after  being  pre- 
vented from  getting  tke  fee  of  Gloucefter,  in  England, 
vhich  had  been  intended  for  him  in  November  1734;  but 
he  was  then,  as  is  faid,  charged  with  Arianifm,  and  al- 
fo  with  denying  the  truth  of  Abraham's  offering  up  bis 
fon.  The  difpute  concerning  his  promotion  to  the  fee 
of  Gloucefter,  was  between  the  Chancellor  and  the  Bi- 
ffcop  of  London  ,  The  Chancellor  was  his  friend,  and  the 
Bifliop  his  enemy*, 
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fher  in  the  "ftricleil  political  unity  $  whether  it 
be  like  the  dew  of  Hermon  upon  the  hill  of  Sion, 
or  like  the  ointment  that  ran  clown  into  Aaron's 
beard,  and  to  the  flcirts  of  his  cloathing,  I  cart- 
not  fay ;  but  I  am  fure  it  is  a  gocd  joyful  thing 
for  the  minifters  to  behold.  This  has  enabled 
them  to  prevent  any  enquiry  into  the  fcandalous 
method  of  nominating,  inftead  of  electing  the 
fixteen  Scotch  peers  :  And  thefe,  and  they  toge- 
ther, make  a  moil  dreadful  body  in  that  houfe. 
We  are  not  quite  fo  bad  in  ours  ;  but  I  own  to 
you,  that  1  am  heartily  tired  of  tlruggling,  to  no 
purpofe,  againft  the  corruption  that  does  prevail, 
and  I  fee  always  will  prevail  there.  Poor  Ar- 
buthnott^who  grieved  to  fee  the  wickednefs  of 
mankind,  arid  was  particularly  efteemed  of  his 
owxi. countrymen  *,  is  dead.  He  lived  the  laft  fix 
months  in  a  bad  ilate  of  health,  and  hoping  e- 
very  night  would  be  his  lait  j  not  that  he  endu- 
red any  bodily  pain,  but  as  he  was  quite  weary 
of  the  world,  and  tired  with  fo  much  bad  com- 
pany f.  What  I  have  faid  of  the  Dockr,  may 
perhaps  deter  you  from  coming  among  us  j  but 

if 

*  '  He  was  a  native  of  Scotland.' 

t  This,  admitting  the  fait,  is  very  remarkable  of  a 
man  of  Arbutbnott's  turn;  a  man  of  humour,  vhufj 
mind  feeuied  to  be  always  pregnant  with  comic  ideas, 
and  turned  chit-fly,  if  not  only,  to  that  which  is  ridicu- 
lous eren  in  vice  itfelf.  That  to  inch  a  man,  to  whwie 
fancy  aimed  every  character,  and  ev^ry  event  furniihed 
a  comedy,  death  fhould  be  welcome,  becaufe  life  was  in- 
iijml,  is  a  melancholy  and  itriking  proof,  that  even  in 
laughter  the  heart  is  iorrowful  ;  or  that  thofc,  who  are  • 

belt 
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if  you  had  any  thoughts  of  vifiting  England  this 
fummer,  I  can  affure  you  of  fome  friends,  who 
wifh  to  live  with  you,  and  know  how  to  value 
and  efteem  you.  Among  them,  there  is  none 
that  does  fo,  more  fincerely  than,  dear  Sir,  your 
moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  PULTENEY. 

Mrs  Pulteney  is  very  much  your  humble  fer- 
vant, and  joins  in  inviting  you  here  next  fum- 
nier. 


LETTER      DCXXI. 

MRS  PRATT   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  April  4.  1735. 

I  THINK  you  know  me  fufficiently  not  to  doubt 
of  a  letter  any  way  coming  from  you  being 
acceptable  ;  therefore  any  omiflion  but  that  can- 
not fail  of  an  excufe  from  me,  whofe  friendfhip  is 
pleafingly  gratified  by  the  honour  of  having  it 
returned  from  one  of  your  diltinguifhing  talents 
and  merit,  whofe  life  I  wiih  to  preferve,  but 

wifh 

beft  qualified  to  rmlce  others  marry,  ar«  not  always  mer- 
ry themfVlves  ;  tlint  their  mirth  ii  not  an  effufion  of  hil- 
larity  that  overflows  their  own  breads,  but  often  the 
mere  effect  of  a  painful  effort,  exerted  chiefly  for  the  gra- 
tification of  vanity,  the  fad  concomitant  of  vexation  of 
f;>irit.  See  the  Doctor's  own  account  ef  himfelf,  which 
feems  not  perfectly  to  asjree  with  what  is  here  faid  of 
him  in  his  letter,  dated  October  4th  J734- 
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wifli  more  to  make  it  agreeable  to  you  by  the 
full  enjoyment  of  health,  friends,  fortune,  and 
fituation ;  and  my  next  defire  mould  be,  that  I 
bad  a  power  to  contribute  to  your  attainment  of 
any  of  thefe  comforts. 

Your  kind  inquiries  in  relation  to  myfelf,  on- 
ly juftify  taking  up  your  time  with  fo  infigni- 
ficant  a  fubjecl:,  which  I  {hall  be  particular  upon, 
merely  in  obedience  to  your  commands. 

I  have  no  obligations  to  the  court,  nor  arn  like- 
ly to  have  any ;  I  have  to  my  Lord  Shelburne, 
whofe  houfe  in  London  is  my  fettled  habitation  * 
though  I  am  afraid  two  years  will  put  an  end  to 
my  good  fortune,  the  leafe  of  the  hcufe,  which 
is  an  old  one,  being  then  expired  ;  and  fo  perhaps 
may  be  that  of  ~my  life,  which  I  have  been  long 
tired  of.  Added  to  my  LordShelburne's  favours, 
I  have  great  and  many,  more  than  I  can  ex- 
prefs  here,  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Buckingham, 
whofe  table  is  my  conftant  one,  and  her  coach 
much  oftener  mine  than  I  afk  for  it  j  beiides  fetch- 
ing me  every  day,  and  bringing  me  home,  makes 
me  (hare  in  public  amufements  without  expence  j 
and  in  fummer  the  variety  of  change  of  air, 
which  her  ftation  impowers  her  to  take,  and 
more  her  inclination,  to  impart  to  her  friends 
the  benefit  of,  who  cannot  fail  of  being  fo  to 
her,  if  they  have  merit  enough  to  be  capable  of 
being  obliged  by  the  moft  agreeable  fincere  man- 
ner, to  engage  approbation  and  gratitude  :  Then 
I  hope  you  think  I  have  enough  to  do  ju(lice> 
both  in  my  thoughts  and  actions,  to  one  fo  wor- 

thy 
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thy  of  it.     I1  am,  Sir,  your  fincerely  obliged  and 
affettioiiate  humble  fervant, 

H.  PRATT. 


LETTER    DCXXIL 

DR  SHERIDAN   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  April  5.  1735. 

AMoNG  all  the  reft  of  Mrs  Sheridan's  diabo- 
lical proceedings,  {he  is  at  this  juncture 
Carrying  on  an  intrigue  of  marriage  between  her 

daughter and  a  finical  thorough  fop   *    * 

For  Heaven's  fake,  as  you  have  been  my  beft 
friend,  talk  to  the  inonfter  upon  this  occafion, 
(for  it  is  the  town  talk),  (lie  will  not  know  how 
you  came  to  know  it  ;  and  among  other  que-, 
ilions  defire  her  to  produce  her  daughter's  work 
for  thefe  two  years  paft,  and  you  will  find  not 
the  fourth  part  of  a  poor  fpider's  day  labour. 
This  I  have  been  from  time  to  time  preffing  for 
to  no  purpofe,  becaufe  prevented  out  of  fpite  to 

me  j   yet  every  b h  in  town  are  advocates  a- 

gainft  me,  as  I  cannot  drink  mountain,  fnivel, 
complain,  and  out-lie  the  father  of  lies,  1  beg 
-you  will  only  obferve  her  damnable  hypocritical 
countenance  when  you  charge  her  with  this, 
and  if  you  do  not  fee  it  transformed  into  a  mafk 
in  one  inftant,  I  will  forfeit  all  title  to  your 
friendflup.  Thus  have  I  been  linked  to  the  de- 
vil for  twenty-four  years,  with  2  coal  in  my 

heart, 
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heart,  which  was  kindled  in  the  firft  week  I 
married  her,  and  could  never  by  all  my  induftry 
be  extinguhhed  fince.  For  this  caufe  I  have  of- 
ten been  charged  with  peevifhnefs  and  abfence 
among  my  bed  friends.  When  my  foul  was 
uneafy,  every  little  thing  hurt  it,  and  therefore 
I  could  not  help  fuch  wrong  behaviour.  You 
were  the  only  one  who' had  an  indulgence  for 
me.  And  now  I  earneflly  afk  this  laft  friend- 
ihip  j  (for  I  fhall  be  afhamed  to  afk  any  more) 
that  you  will  interpofe  your  authority  to  prevent 
what  may  prove  a  greater  affliction,  if  poffible, 

than  my  marriage.     Mrs was  fo  charitable 

as  to  give  me  a  hint  of  this  affair,  and  at  the 
fame  time  her  advice  to  hurry  away  that  girl 
as  foon  as  I  poffibly  could.  I  did  not  know  what 
method  to  take  before  this  inftant  that  Mrs  Pe- 
rott  has  invited  my  two  eldefl  daughters  to  her 
houfe  till  fuch  time  as  I  maybe  ftttled  at  Cavan. 
She  is  a  lady  the  beft  houfewife  in  Ireland,  and 
of  the  beft  temper  I  ever  knew.  Her  daugh- 
ters are  formed  by  her  example,  fo  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  place  them  where  they  will  have  a 
better  opportunity  of  learning  what  may  be  here- 
after of  real  advantage  to  them.  Dear  Sir,  I 
fhall  impatiently  wait  your  advice ;  for  my  affairs 
here  require  a  longer  attendance  than  I  expect-  ' 
ed.  You  will  be  fo  good  as  to  let  me  know 
from  Mr  Lingen  whether  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's 
letterbe  come  in  anfvver  to  the  Lords  Juftices,-  that 
J  may  hurry  to  Dublin  ;  for  people  are  here  im- 
patient at  having  their  children  fo  long  idle.  I 
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am  apt  to  believe  that  if  you  put  this  matter  in 
what  light  you  think  proper  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, he  will  not  infill  upon  a  pundilio,  which 
may  prove  a  great  lofs  to  me.  The  Bifhop  of 
Killmore  can  produce  a  letter  I  think  fufficient 
to  juilify  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Jullices  in 
granting  us  patents. 

I  wifli  you  long  health  and  happinefs,  and 
(hall,  dear  Sir,  ever  have  a  grateful  fenfe  of 
your  friendship,  and  be  with  all  refpe£l,  your 
mod  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 


LETTER      DCXXIII. 

LADY   B G TO  DR  SWIFT. 

April  the  5?£,  1735. 

PART  the  firft,  you  order  me  to  give  up  my 
fecretarylhip  ;  and  part  the  fecond,  called 
poitfcript,  you  employ  me  about  Dr  Sheridan's 
exchange,  when  the  letters  for  it  mull  have  been 
at  Dublin  long  before  your's  came  away.  I  was 
juil  thinking,  that  you  was  a  little  upon  the 
dear  joy  -,  but,  to  be  fure,  you  were  in  the  right, 
for  what  fignified  my  fecretanfliip  when  I  had 
no  bufinefs  ? 

The  Countefs  of  Suffolk  did  not  give  up  the 
firft  employment  at  court,  for  (he  had  no  other 
than  miilrefs  of  the  robes,  being  400  1.  a-year, 
which  the  Dutchefs  of  Dorfet  quitted  to  her, 

VOL.  XVII.  S  there 


206  DEAN     SWIFT'S 

there  being  no  lady  of  thebed-chamber's  place  va- 
cant, and  it  not  being  quite  proper  for  a  Countefs 
to  continue  bed-chamber-woman.  A*  to  her 
part  about  Gay,  that  I  cleared  to  you  long  ago: 
for,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  no  woman  was 
ever  a  better  friend  than  {he by  many  ways  pro- 
ved herfelf  to  him.  As  to  what  you  hint  about 
yourfelf,  as  I  am  wholly  ignorant  what  it  is  you 
mean,  I  can  fay  nothing  upon  it.  And  as  to  the 
queftion,  whether  .you  fhould  congratulate  or 
condole  ?  I  believe,  you  may  do  either  or  both, 
and  not  be  in  the  wrong  :  for  I  truly  think  fhe 
was  heartily  forry  to  be  obliged,  by  ill  ufage,  to 
quit  a  mailer  and  miftrefs  that  fhe  had  ferved  fo 
juftly  and  loved  fo  well.  However,  fhe  has 
now  much  more  eafe  and  liberty,  and  according- 
ly her  health  better. 

Mrs  Floyd  has  a  cough  every  winter,  and  ge- 
nerally fo  bad  that  fhe  often  frightens  me  for 
the  confequences.  My  faucy  niece  *  prefects  her 
fervice  to  Parfon  Swift.  The  Dutchefs  of  Dor- 
fet  is  gone  to  Bath  with  Lady  Lambert,  for  her 
health  ;  fhe  has  not  been  long  enough  there  yet 
to  find  the  good  effects  of  the  waters,  but,  as  they 
always  did  agree  with  her,  I  have  great  hopes 
they  will  now  quite  cure  her  colick. 

In  all  likelihood,  you  are  weary  by  this  time 

of 

*  Mary,  eldeft  daughter,  and  one  of  the  co-heirs- of 
Thomas  Chambers  of  Hanworth  in  Middlefex,  Efcj ;  by 
Lady  Mary  Berkeley,  fifter  to  Earl  Berkeley,  and  to  I.a:ty 

15 G .    She   married  hi    April   1736,    Loul    Vere 

Heauclcrc,  now  Lord   Vere. 
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of  reading,  and  I  am  of  writing  fuch  a  long  let- 
ter ;  fo  adieu,  my  dear  Dean. 


LETTER      DCXXIV. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP   OFCASHELL  TO  DR  SWIFT. 


DEAR   SIR,  Cf/Zv//,  April  7.    17^5. 

I  SUPPOSE  by  this  time  you  have  been  inform- 
ed, that  Mr  *  Dunkin  was  ordained  here 
laft  Thurfday,  and  that  your  recoaiinendations 
got  the  better  of  my  prejudices  to  his  unhappy 
genius  j  which  I  hope  will  in  fome  degree  con- 
vince you,  that  your  poArer  'over  me  is  not  yet 
quite  worn  out. 

It  ison^  of  the  greatefl  evils  that  attends  thofo 
whom  fortune  has  forfaken,  that  their  friends 
fcifake  them  too  •,  and  let  me  tell  you,  that  your 
not  feeing  me  the  whole  winter  I  was  lait  in 
Dublin,  was  not  a  lefs  mortification  to  me,  than 
all  the  hard  fayings  of  the  great  parliament-o- 
rators. However,  I  muft  own  your  taking*  any 
occafion  to  write  to  me  at  all,  has  made  fome 
amends  :  for  though  you  feem  designedly  to  co- 
ver it,  I  think  I  perceive  fome  little  marks  of 
that  former  kindnefs,  which  I  once  pleafed  myfelf 
to  have  had  a  (bare  in  with  your  lawyer-friends. 
When  I  converfed  with  politicians,  I  learned 
that  it  was  not  prudent  to  feem  fond  of  what 
S  2  one/ 

*  The   Reverend  Mr    Dunkin,    the  author   of  feveral 
poetical   pieces  that  have  been~Avell  received. 


208          D  E  A  N    S  W  I  F  T's 

one  mofl  dcfires :  for  which  reafon,  I  won't  tell 
you,  that  if  this  accident  of  your  poetical  friend 
ihould  open  a  way  to  our  frequent  meeting  to- 
gether again,  and  being  put  upon  the  oJd  foot, 
as  when  I  was  your  fubje£t  at  St  Patrick's,  I 
ihould  think  myfelf  the  happieft  man  in  the 
world  ;  but  this  I  will  fay,  that  if  it  falls  out 
fo,  this  laft  heavy  period  of  my  life  will  be  much 
more  tolerable  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

I  am  now  wholly  employed  in  digging  up 
rocks,  and  making  the  way  eafier  to  my  church  \ 
which  if  I  can  fuccced.  in,  I  defign  to  repair  a 
very  venerable  old  fabric,  that  was  built  here  in 
the  time  of  our  ignorant  (as  we  are  plea  fed  to 
call  them)  anceftors.  I  wirti  this  age  had  a  lit- 
tle of  their  piety,  though  we  give  up,  inftend 
of  it,  fome  of  our  iinmenfe  erudition.  What  if 
you  fpent  a  fortnight  here  this  fummer  ?  I  have 
laid  afids  all  my  country-politics,  flieriffs  elec- 
tions, feafls,  &3V.  And  I  fancy  it  would  not  be 
difagreeable  to  you,  to  fee  King  Cormnck's  cha- 
pel, hisbed-cha.-nbar,  &c.  all  built,  beyond  con- 
troverfy,  above  eight  hundred  years  ago,  when 
he  was  the  King,  as  well  as  Archbifhop.  I  real- 
ly intend  to  hy  out  a  thoufmd  pounds  to  pre- 
ferve  this  old  church  ;  and  I  am  fure  you  would 
\>2  of  fervice  to  pnderity,  if  you  aflifted  me  in 
the  doing  it  ;  at  lea'l,  if  you  approve,!  the  defign, 
you  would  give  the  pr :ite(l  pleafure,  I  allure 
you,  to  your  rnoll  aSVQ'.onate  and  faithful  hum- 
ble fervant, 

THEO.  CASHEI.L. 

L  ?  T  T  E  H 
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ALDERMAN  BARBER   TO    DP.   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,-        Quecn-fquare)  April  22.  1735- 

IT  was  with  great  p  leaf  lire  I  had  the  favour  of 
your  mod  obliging  letter  by  the  hands  of 
Mr  Richardfon,  agent  to  the  Irilh  fociety  ;  for 
as  I  am  always  proud  to  receive  your  commands, 
he  may  depend  upon  any  fervice  I  can  do 
him  that  is  in  my  power  :  When  I  fay  this,  I 
make  you  no  great  compliment ;  for  as  that  gen- 
tleman's merit  has  raifed  him  to  the  poft  he  now 
enjoys  under  the  focietVj  it  is  hardly  to  be  doubt- 
ed but  that  his  integrity,  and  good  conduft  foe 
the  future,  will  ealily  preferve  his  intereft  in 
that  body. 

I  am  very  forry  to  hear  that  your  old  com- 
plaints from  your  head  continue  ;  and  the  more 
fo,  becaufe  they  have  deprived  your  friends  here 
of  the  great  pleafure  and  fatisfaction  of  feeing  you 
among  them,  which  is  a  fenfible  mortification  to 
them  indeed;  but  I  am  very  much  pleafed  wJth 
the  account  you  give  of  your  way  of  living,  be- 
caufe I  am  a  living  inftance  how  the  cecoriomy 
you  are  under  mud  neceflarily  preferve  your  life 
many  years.  I  have  the  gout  fometi'mes,  the 
ailhma  very  much,  and  of  late  frequent  pains  in 
my  bowels;  and  yet,  by  keeping  in  a  conftant- 
regular  way,  I  battle  them  all,  and  am  in  much 
better  health  than  I  was  twelve  years  ago,  when 
S  3  four 
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four  top  phyficians  pronounced  me  a  dead  man, 
and  fent  me  abroad  to  die.  I  ride  when  1  can, 
but  not  in  winter;  for  the  fogs  and  mills,  and 
cold  weather,  murder  me.  I  drink  a  pint  of  cla- 
ret at  dinner  (none  at  night)  and  have  a  good 
ftomach,  with  a  bad  digeilion  :  Lut  I  have  good 
fpirits,  and  am  chearful,  I  thank  God. 

I  beg  pardon  for  entertaining  you  fo  long 
•with  my  infirmities,  which  I  would  humbly  ap- 
ply, that  if  my  being  regular,  with  fo  many  dif- 
tempers,  preferves  me  to  almoft  a  miracle,  what 
muft  the  fame  method  produce  in  you  ? 

About  ten  days  ago  I  faw  Mr  Pope,  wbo  is 
very  well ;  fo  is  the  Lord  of  Dawley  *. 

It  is  a  melancholy  reflection  you  make,  how 
many  friends  you  have  loft  fmce  good  Queen 
Anne's  time.  Many  indeed  \  for  there  are  very 
few  left.  The  lofs  of  a  friepd  is  the  lofs  of  a 
limb,  not  to  be  reflored.  Poor  Lady  Mafham 
among  the  reft.  Our  friend  the  Dr  f ,  I  am  a- 
fraid,  did  not  take  the  care  he  ought  to  have  done. 
J  am  told  he  was  a  great  epicure,  and  denied 
himfelf  nothing.  Poflibly  he  might  think  the 
play  not  worth  the  candle.  You  may  remem- 
ber Doctor  Garth  faid  be  was  glad  when  he  was 
dying;  for  he  was  weary  of  having  his  flioes  pull- 
ed off  and  on.  As  for  rny  part,  I  am  refolved 
to  make  the  remains  of  my  life  as  eafy  as  I  can, 
and  fubmit  myfelf  entirely  to  the  will  of  God. 

You  will  give  me  leave,  Sir,  juft  to  congratu- 
late you  on  your  public  fpirit  (and  for  which  all 

mankind 
t  Atbuthcou. 
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applaud  you)  in  creeling  an  hofpital 
for  tuc  unhappy-  It  is  truly  worthy  of  your 
great  ioul,  and  for  which  the  prefcnt  and  th« 
future  age  mud  honour  and  revere  your  memo- 
ry !  1  dare  lay  no  more  on  this  head  for  iear  o£ 
offending. 

That  God  Almighty  would  pleafe  to  reftore 
your  health,  and  preferve  you  many  years  for 
the  good  of  mankind,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of, 
Sir,  your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

J.  BARBER. 

My  fervice  to  Mr  Delany. 

LETTER        DCXXVI. 

,    " 

MRS  PRATT   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  April  22.  l/3£. 

I  WROTE  in  fuch  hafte  that  I  forgot  to  make 
my  Lady  Saville's  acknowledgments,  which, 
before  fhe  left  this,  fhe  engaged  me  to  do  in  a 
particular  manner  from  her,  by  afluring  you  that 
{he  is  your  obliged  humble  fervant,  and  wifhes 
you  all  happinefs,  as  many  more  do  amongft 
your  friends  here.  Her  number  of  children  is 
three,  two  girls  and  a  boy  ;  who,  thank  God, 
feem  promiiing. 

My  Lord  Shelburne,  who  is  juft  come  to  town, 
for  twe  or  three  days,  defires  his  fincere  com- 
pliments to  you,  invites  you  next  June  to  an 

empty 


212         DEAN    SWIFT'S 

empty-town  houfe,  and  wifhes  that  accommoda- 
tion of  removing  you  from  the  inconveniencics 
of  a  lodging,  may  tempt  you  to  a  change  of  air, 
and  to  come  amongil  your  friends.  I  wifh  I  could 
tempt  you  to  come  hither,  as  I  long  to  have 
the  pleafure  of  aiTuring  you  in  perfon,  how  fin- 
cerely  I  am,  Sir,  your  ever  obliged  and  molt 
fitithful  humble  fervant, 

H.  PRATT. 


LETTER      DCXXVII. 

WILLIAM    PULTENEY,    ESQJ    TO   DR   SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  A^ril  29.  1735. 

f  AM  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  by  Dr 
-"-  Stopford  j  to  which  I  am  forry  I  can  fo 
foon,  by  him,  return  you  an  anfwer.  I  have 
fcarce  had  any  opportunity  of  feeing  him.  One 
day,  believing  we  fhould  have  had  no  bufmefs 
in  parliament,  I  defired  him  to  dine  with  me  ; 
but  unluckily  a  debate  arofe,  which  kept  us  till 
nine  at  night  before  we  fat  down  to  dinner.  Yv'e 
have  had  a  very  fatiguing  feflion,  more  from  the 
fevere  attendance  on  elections,  than  any  other 
public  bufinefs.  The  minifters  have  been  de- 
feated in  their  expectations  of  weeding  the 
houfe  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  we  (land  flronger 
in  numbers  than-  we  did  at  firft  fetting  out.  I 
have  fent  you  the  copy  of  a  bill,  now  depending 
in  our  Houfe,  for  the  encouragement  of  learning, 
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(as  the  title  bears  *  ),  but  I  think  it  is  rather 
of  advantage  to  bookfellers  than  authors.  "Whe- 
tfier  it  will  pafs  or  not  this  feiiion,  I  cannot  fay, 
but,  if  it  fhoulJ  not,  I  fhcwld  be  glad  of  your 
thoughts  upon  it  agairrfi  another  feiliot:.  It  feerr.5 
to  me  to  be  extremely  imperfect  at  prefent.  I 
hope  you  have  many  more  writings  to  oblige 
the  world  with,  than  thofe  which  have  been  fo 
fcandaloufly  ftohn  from  you.  And  when  a  bill 
of  this  nature  pailes  in  England,  (as  I  hope  it 
will  next  year),  you  may  then  fccure  the  proper- 
ty to  any  friend,  or  any  charitable  ufe  you  think 
(it. 

I  thank  you  for  the  many  kirn!  expreflions  of 
friendfhip  in  your  letter.  If  my  public  con^u£l 
Las  recommended  me  to  your  cileem,  I  am  ex- 
tremely proud  of  the  reward,  and  value  it  more 
than  thofc  do,  who^ttain  fooliili  ribbons,  or  fool- 
ifh  titles,  villa fervitutls prt mite •$.  Pray  therefore 
continue  me  your  friendship,  and  believe  me, 
with  the  greateft  fincerity  and  regard,  dear  Sir, 
your  moft.  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

W.  PULTENEY. 

Lord  r>olingbroke  is  going  to  France  with 
Lord  Berkeley  •,  but,  1  believe,  will  return  a- 
gain  in  a  few  months. 

I  will  take  a  proper  opportunity  of  recom- 
mending Dr  Stopford  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  j 

but 

*  '  The  title  of  it  was,  An  Act  for  the  better  Encou» 
ragemenr  of  Learning. ' 

t  This  was  before  he  attained  th«  title  of  Earl  of 
Bach. 
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but  I  think  it  is  not  yet  quite  certain  that  he 
will  continue  Lord  Lieutenant.  I  mean,  that 
if  he  perceives  that  he  is  to  be  turned  out  focn 
after  his  return  from  Ireland,  poflibly  he  may 
den  re  not  to  go*. 


LETTER     DCXXVIIL 

DR.  SWIFT    TO   LADY   B—  G . 

MADAM,  May  5.  1735. 

I  FIND  your  Ladyfhip  feems  not  very  much 
pleafed  with  yourotEce  of  Secretary,  which, 
however,  you  muft  be  obliged  to  hold  during 
the  Duke's  government,  if  I  happen  to  outlive 
it,  which,  for  your  comfort,  corifidering  my 
health,  is  not  very  likely.  I  have  not  been  a 
a  troublefome  petitioner  to  his  Grace,  and  in- 
tend to  be  lefs ;  and,  as  I  have  always  done, 
will  principally  confider  my  Lord  Duke's  honour. 
I  have  very  few  friends  in  want.  I  have  kin- 
dred enough,  but  not  a  grain,  of  merit  among 
them,  except  one  female,  who  is  the  only  cou- 
fm  I  fuffer  to  fee  me.  When  I  had  credit  for 
fome  years  at  court,  I  provided  for  above  fifty 
people  in  both  kingdoms,  cf  which  not  one 
was  a  relation.  I  have  neither  followers,  nor 
fofterers,  nor  dependers  ;  fo  that  if  I  lived  now 
among  the  great,  they  might  be  fure  I  would 
never  be  a  fclicitor,  out  of  any  regard  but  merit 
and  virtue  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  I  would  reckon  I 

was 
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was  doing  them  the  beft  fervice  in  my  power  : 
And  if  they  were  good  for  any  thing,  I  would 
expect  their  thanks  5  for  they  want  nothing  fo 
much  as  an  honeft  judicious  recommender, 
which,  in  perfect  modefty,  I  take  myfelf  to  be. 
Dr  Sheridan  is  gone  to  his  fchool  in  the  coun- 
try, and  was  only  delayed  fo  long  on  account  of 
fome  very  unneceflary. forms,  contrived  by  his 
Grace's  mod  cautious  deputies. 

My  letter  is  but  juft  begun  ;  the  larger  half 
remains  :  And  your  Ladyfhip  is  to  make  a  frefh 
ufe  of  your  fecretary  employment.  The  Coun- 
tefs  of  Kerry,  my  long  friend  and  miftrefs,  com- 
manded me  to  attend  her  yefterday  :  She  told 
me  that  Mr  Deering,  late  deputy-clerk  of  the 
council,  being  dead,  (he  had  thoughts  of  folicit- 
ing  the  fame  office  for  her  younger  fon,  Mr  John 
Fitzmaurice.  Her  eldeft  fon,  Lord  Fitzmaurice, 
hath  for  fome  years  been  plagued  with  a  wife 
and  no  wife  *.  The  cafe  hath  been  tried  in  both 
kingdoms,  and  he  (lands  excommunicated  and 
forced  to  live  abroad,  which  is  a  very  great-mif- 
fortune  to  the  Earl  of  Kerry  and  his  lady  ;  and 
they  have  nothing  left  to  comfort  them  but  their 
younger  fon,  who  hath  latejy  married  honeft ly 

and 

*  \Vhen  the  woman  died,  \vho  claimed  a  marriage  with 
this  young  nobleman,  he  married  Lady  Gertrude  Lam- 
bert, eldetl  daughter  to  Richard  Earl  of  Cavan,  29th 
June  1738,  by  whom  he  had  the  prefent  Earl  of  Kerry. 
The  Honourable  John  Fitzmaurice,  here  recommended  by 
Dr  Swift  for  fmall  employments,  afterwards  fucceeded 
his  uncle,  Henry  Earl  of  Shelhurn,  in  his  honours  and 
an  immenfe  eftate  both  real  and  pci  fonal.  The  prof j at 
1  arl  of  Shelburn  is  his  fon. 
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and  indifputably.  He  is  a  young  gentleman  of 
great  regularity,  very  well  educated,  but  hath  no 
employment ;  therefore  his  parents  would  be 
very  defirous  he  Jhould  have  one,  and  this,  of 
deputy-clerk  of  the  council  here,  would  be  a  very 
proper  introduction  to  bufinefs.  It  is  underftood 
here,  that  the  purchafe  of  the  deputy-clerk's  of- 
fice is  the  ufual  perquifite  of  the  chief  clerk,  with 
the  confent  of  the  chief  governor,  with  which 
my  Lord  and  Lady  Kerry  would  very  readily  and 
thankfully  fall  in.  And  as  the  Earl  of  Kerry's 
is  one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  noble  families  of 
the  kingdom,  his  younger  fon  might  well  pre- 
tend to  fucceed  in  fo  fmall  an  office,  upon  an 
equal  foot  with  any  other  perfon.  I  own  this 
propofal  of  mine  is  more  fuitable  to  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  times,  than  to  my  own  fpeculative 
notions  of  virtue;  but  I  muft  give  fome  allow- 
ance to  the  degeneracy  of  mankind,  and  the  paf- 
fion  I  have  to  my  Lady  Kerry,  &c. 


LETTER      DCXXIX. 

THE  ARCHBISHOPOFCASHELL  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

n  E  A  R  s  I R ,  C,  ifbell,  May  the  6tb,   1735. 

I  HAVE  been  fo  unfortunate  in  all  my  conteits 
of  late,  that  I  am  relblved  to  have  no  more, 
efpecially  where  I  am  like  to  be  over-matched  : 
And  as  I  have  fome  reafon  to  hope  what  is  paft 
will  be  forgotten,   I  confeis  I  did   endeavour  in 

my 
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my  laft  to  put  the  beft  colour  I  could  think  of 
upon  A  very  bad  caufe.  My  friends  judge  right 
of  my  idlenefs,  but  in  reality  it  has  hitherto  pro- 
ceeded from  a  hurry  and  confufion,  arifing  from 
a  thoufand'  unlucky  unforefeen  accidents,  rather 
than  mere  iloth. 

I  have  but  one  troublefome  affair  now  upon 
my  hands,  which  by  the  help  of  the  prime  fer- 
jeant  I  hope  foon  to  get  rid  of;  and  then  you 
{hall  fee  me  a  true  Irifh  bifhop.  Sir  James  Ware 
has  made  a  very  ufeful  collection  of  the  memo- 
rable actions  of  all  my  predeceflbrs.  He  tells 
us  they  were  born  in  fuch  a  town  of  England  or 
Ireland  ;  were  confecrated  fuch  a  year,  and  if 
not  tranflated,  were  buried  in  their  cathedral 
church,  either  on  the  north  or  fouth  fide.  From, 
whence  I  conclude,  that  a  good  bifhop  has  no- 
thing more  to  do  than  to  eat,  drink,  grow  fat, 
rich,  and  die  ;  which  laudable  example  1  propofe 
for  the  remainder  of  my  life  to  follow :  For,  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  I  have  for  thefe  four  or  five 
years  paft  met  with  fo  much  treachery,  bafenefs, 
and  ingratitude  among  mankind,  that  I  can  hard- 
ly think  it  incumbent  upon  any  man  to  endea- 
vour to  do  good  to  preferve  a  generation. 

I  am  truly  concerned  at  the  account  you  give 
me  of  your  health.  Without  doubt  a  fouthem 
ramble  will  prove  the  beft  remedy  you  can  take 
to  recover  your  flefh  ;  and  I  don't  know,  except 
in  one  ftage,  where  yoir  can  chufe  a  road  fo  fuit- 
ed  to  your  circumftances,  as  from  Dublin  hither. 
You  have  to  Kilkenny  a  turnpike  and  good  inns, 

VOL.  XVII.  T  at 
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at  every  ten  or  twelve  miles  end.  From  Kilken- 
ny hither  is  twenty  long  miles,  bad  road,  and  no 
inn  at  all:  But  I  have  an  expedient  for  you.  At 
the  foot  of  a  very  high  hill,  juft  mid-way,  there 
lives,  in  a  neat  thatched  cabin,  a  pnrfon,  who  is 
,not  poorj  his  wife  is  allowed  to  be  the  beft  lit- 
tle woman  in  the  world.  His  chickens  are  the 
fatteft,  and  his  ale  the  beft  in  all  the  country. 
Befides,  the  parfon  has  a  little  cellar  of  his  own, 
of  which  he  keeps  the  key,  where  he  always  has 
a  hogfhead  of  the  beft  wine  that  can  be  got,  in 
bottles  well  corked,  upon  their  fide  ;  and  he 
cleans,  and  pulls  out  the  cork  better,  I  think, 
than  Robin.  Here  I  defign  to  meet  you  with  a 
coach  :  Ir  you  be  tired,  you  (hall  flay  all  night ; 
if  not,  after  dinner,  we  will  fet  out  about  four, 
and  be  at  Cafhell  by  nine  -,  and  by  going  through 
fields  and  by-ways,  which  the  parfon  will  ibew 
us,  we  mall  efcape  all  the  rocky  and  ftony  roads 
that  lie  between  this  place  and  that.  I  hope 
you  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  let  me  know,  a  pod  or 
two  before  you  let  out,  the  very  day  that  you 
will  be  at  Kilkenny,  that  I  may  have  all  things 
prepared  for  you.  It  may  be,  if  you  afk  him, 
Cope  will  come  :  He  will  do  nothing  for  me. 
Therefore,  depending  upon  yourpofitivepromife, 
I  (hall  add  no  more  arguments  to  perfuade  you  ; 
and  am,  with  the  greateft  truth,  your  mod  faith- 
ful and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

THEO.  CASHELL. 

LETT  E  R 
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MRS     DONNELLAN      TO     DR     SWIFT. 

SIR,  May  10.  1735. 

I  SHOULD  before  this  have  returned  you  thanks 
for  the  favour  of  your  letter,  but  that  I 
feared  too  quick  a  correfpondence  might  be 
troubl^lome  to  you.  When  I  receive  a  very 
great  honour  and  favour,  I  think  it  ungenerous 
immediately  to  fue  for  another,  though  I  have 
the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  obligation. 

You  fay  you  want  me  to  aflert  your  right  over 
our  fex  •,  and  your  letter  is  fo  powerful  a  bribe, 
that  I  fear  I  (hail  give  them  up  to  you,  though  I 
am  a  great  afil-rter  of  their  rights  and  privileges. 
As  to  the'employments  you  ailign  me,  I  readily, 
undertake  them  all,  though  I  know  myfelf  very 
unfit  for  fonie  of  them  j  but  I  have  fuch  high  ex- 
amples on  my  fide,  that  I  am  not  at  all  afhamed, 
of  pretending  to  more  than  I  can  do.  I  think  I 
can  be  a  very  good  nurfe  ;  you  (hall-teach  me  to 
be  your  companion;  and,  for  a  houfekeeper,  I. 
will  afTure  you  I  know,  to  a  farthing,  the  loweft 
price  of  every  thing,  though  I  am  ever  fo  igno- 
rant of  the  matter. 

Mrs  Ptndarves  hath,  as  you  fay,  forfaken  us: 
By  my  Lord  Lanfdown's  death,  her  brother,  Mr 
Granville,  is  become  poflcit  of  eight  hundred 
pounds  a-year,  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in 
money ;  which  was  fo  fettled  that  my  Lord  Lanf- 
T  2  down 
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down  could  not  touch  it.  Mr  Granville  is  a  man  of 
great  worth,  and  a  very  kind  brother,  and  has  it 
now  in  his  power  co  provide  for  their  fiiler,  Mifs 
Granville,  whom  .Mrs  Pendarves  is  extremely 
fond  of:  This,  you  may  imagine,  has  been  a 
cordial  to  her  for  Lord  Lanfdown's  death,  though 
fhe  had  a  great  regard  for  him.  I  tell  her  when 
flie  has  married  and  fettled  her  brother  and  fitter, 
if  fhe  does  not  fettle  herfelf,  fhe  muft  think  of  her 
friends  in  Ireland  ;  and  ihe  promifes  me  fhe  will. 

It  is  fo  much  my  intereft,  Sir,  to  believe  you 
fmcere,  that  I  will  not  doubt  it :  I  will  rather 
think  you  want  judgment,"  (which  is  very  hard 
for  me  to  do),  or  why  fhould  not  J  (which  is 
ftill  more  pleafing)  believe  1  have  really  thofe 
good  qualities  you  afcribe  to  me  ?  It  will  only 
make  me  vain  •,  and  who  can  be  humble  when 
praifed  by  you  ? 

I  think  your  indignation  againft  our  abfenters 
very  juft,  though  fome  of  my  family  fufler  by  it} 
but  we  are  refolved  to  be  no  longer  of  the  num- 
ber, and  propofe  leaving  London  this  month. 
Poor  Mrs  Barber  has  been  confined  with  the 
gout  thefe  three  months;  and  I  fear  we  fhall 
leave  her  fo  :  Her  poems  are  generally  greatly- 
liked  :  There  are,  indeed,  a  few  fevere  critics 
(who  think  that  judgment  is  only  (hewn  in  find- 
ing faults)  that  fay  they  are  not  poetic  ;  and  a 
few  fine  ladies,  who  are  not  commended  in, 
them,  that  complain  they  are  dull. 

I  am  very  forry  Dr  Delany  has  given  up  his 
houfe  in  Dublin  j  for  one  cannot,  as  often  a& 

one 
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one  may  wifh  it,  command  time  and  a  coach 
to  vifit  him  at  Delville.  I  hope  though  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  new  apartment,  and  to  have  the 
bappinefs  of  feeing  you  there. 

My  brother  is  highly  honoured  in  the  charac- 
ter you  give  him,  which,  though  he  is  my  brother, 
I  muil  f.iy  I  thin-k  a  very  juft  one  :  He  will  de- 
liver you  this  letter,  and  with  it  my  bed  thanks 
for  all  your  favours  •,  being, 'Sir,  with  the  higheit 
gratitude,  your  mod  obliged  obedient  fervant, 
H.  DONNELLAN. 

My  bed  refpecls  attend  Dr  Delany  and  Dr 
HeHham. 


LETTER       DCXXXI. 

FROM    DR   SWIFT. 

May  12.  1735:. 

"\7"OT.TR  letter  was  fent  me  yefterday  by  Mr 
A  Stopford,  who  landed  the  fame  day,  but 
I  have  not  yet  feen  him.  As  to  my  filence,  God' 
knows  it  is  my  great  misfortune.  My  little  do- 
medic  affairs  are  in  great  confufion,bythevil]ainy 
of  agents,  and  the  miferies  of  this  kingdom,  where 
there  is  no  money  to  be  had.  Nor  am  I  uncon- 
cerned to  fee  all  things  tending  towards  ?bfolute 
power  in  both  nations  *,  (it  is  here  in  peife£iioti 
T  3  .  already)* 

•  Tlie  Dean  was  frequently  troubled,  he  tells  us,  witlu 
a  ^'tkllii-efi  in  his  head, 
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already),  although  I  (hall  not  live  to  fee  it  e!Li- 
blifhed.  This  condition  of  things,  both  public, 
and  perfonal  to  myfelf,  hath  given  me  fuch  a 
kind  of  defpondency,  that  I  am  almoft  unqualified 
for  any  company,  diverfion,  or  amufement.  The 
death  of  Mr  Gay  and  the  Dodlor  *  hath  been 
terrible  wounds  near  my  heart.  Their  living 
would  have  been  a  great  comfort  to  me,  although 
I  fliould  never  have  feen  them  ;  like  a  fum  of 
money  in  a  bank,  from  which  I  fhould  receive 
at  leaf!  annual  intereft,  as  I  do  from  you,  and 
have  done  from  my  Lord  Eolingbroke.  To  fhew 
in  how  much  ignorance  I  live,  it  is  hardly  a 
fortnight  fince  1  heard  of  the  death  of  my 
Lady  Malham,  my  conftant  friend  in  all  changes 
of  times.  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  expecl  you 
to  make  a  voyage  that  \vouid  in  the  leaft  affecl: 
your  health.  But  in  the  mean  time  how  unhappy 
am  I,  that  my  bed  friend  fhould  have  perhaps  the 
only  kind  of  diforder  for  which  a  fea-voyage  is 
not  in  fome  degree  a  remedy  ?  The  old  Duke  of 
Ormond  faid,  he  would  not  change  his  dead  ion 
(Oflbry)  for  the  beft  living  fon  in  Europe.  Nei- 
ther would  I  change  you,  my  abfent  friend,  for 
the  beft  prefent  friend  round  the  globe. 

I  have  lately  read  a  book  imputed  to  Lord  B. 
called,  A  Difiertation  upon  Parties.  I  think  it 
very  mafterly  written. 

Pray  God  reward  you  for  your  kind  prayers. 
I  believe  your  prayers  will  do  me  more  good 
than  thofe  of  all  the  prelates  in  both  kingdoms, 

er 
*  Arbuthnott.  He  died  Fcb,  27,  1734-5. 
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or  any  prelates  in  Europe,  except  the  Bifhop  of 
Marseilles  *.  And  God  preferve  you  for  contri- 
buting more  to  mend  the  world  than  the  whole 
pack  of  (modern)  parfons  in  a  lump. 

I  am  ever  entirely  your's. 


LETTER      DCXXXII. 

DR   SWIFT   TO    WILLIAM    PULTENEY,    Esq. 

SIR,  Dublin,  May  12-  1735. 

MR  Stopford  landed  yeflerday,  and  fent  me 
the  letter  which  you  were  pleafcd  to  ho- 
nour me  with.  I  have  not  yet  feen  him;  for  he 
called  when  I  was  not  at  home.  The  reafort 
why  I  ventured  to  recommend  him  to  your  pro- 
tection,, was  your  being  his  old  patron,  to  whom 
he  is  obliged  for  all  the  preferment  he  got  in  the 
church.  He  is  one  of  the  mod  deferving  gen- 
tlemen in  the  country,  and  hath  a  tolerable  pro- 
vifion,  much  more  than  perfons,  of  fo  much  me- 
rit, can  in  thefe  times  pretend  to,  in  either  king- 
dom. I  love  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  very  well,  ha- 
ving known  him  from  his  youth,  and  he  hath 
treated  me  with  great  civility  fince  he  came  in- 
to this  government.  It  is  true,  his  original  prin- 
ciples, as  well  as  his  in  ft  ructions  from  your  fide 
of  the  water,  make  him  act  the  ufual  part  in  ma- 
naging 

•  Who  continued  there  with  his  flock  all  the  time  a 
^rcadiV.l  pefiilence  defolatcu  «hat  city,  in  1720.  He 
fold  ail  liis  plate,  6r.  for  llie  relief  of  the  poor. 
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paging  this  nation,  for  which  he  mutt  be  exctt- 
fed  :  yet  I  with  he  would  a  little  more  confuier, 
that  people  here  might  have  fome  fmall  (hare  in 
employments  civil  and  ecclefraftic,  wherein  my 
Lord  Carteret  acted  a  more  popular  part.  The 
folks  here,  whom  they  call  a  parliament,  \vill 
imitate  yours  in  every  thing,,  after  the  fame  man- 
ner as  a  monkey  doth  a  human  creature.  If  my 
health  were  not  fo  bad,  although  my  years  be 
many,  I  fear  I  might  outlive  liberty  in  England. 
It  hath  continued  longer  than  in  any  other  mo- 
narchy, and  mull  end  as  all  others  have  done 
which  wereeflablifhed  by  the  Goths,  and  is  now- 
falling  in  the  fame  manner  that  the  reft  have 
done.  It  is  very  natural  for  every  king  to  defire 
unlimited  power ;  it  is  as  proper  an  object  to 
their  appetites  as  a  wench  to  an  abandoned  young 
fellow,  or  wine  to  a  drunkard.  But  what  puzzles 
me  is,  to  know  how  a  man  of  birth,  title, 
and  fortune  can  find  his  account  in  making  lum- 
fclf  and  his  pofterity  Haves.  They  are  paid  for 
it;  the  court  will  reftore  what  their  luxury  hath 
tleftroyed  :  I  have  nothing  to  object.  But  let 
me  fuppofe  a  chief  minifter,  from  a  fcanty  for- 
tune, almoft  eaten  up  with  debt,  acquiring  by- 
all  methods  a  monftrous  overgrown  eftate,  why 
he  will  ftill  go  on  to  endeavour  making  his  ma- 
fter  abfolute,  and  thereby  in  the  power  of  feiz- 
ing  all  his  poffefiions  at  his  pleafure,  and  hang- 
ing or  banifhing  him  into  the  bargain.  There- 
fore, if  I  were  fuch  a  minifter,  I  would  act  like 
a  prudent  gamei^er,  and  cut,  as  the  fharpers  call 
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it,  before  luck  began  to  change.  W hat  if  fuch 
a  minifter,  when  he  had  got  two  or  three  mil- 
lions, would  pretend  conviction,  feem  to  dread 
attempts  upon  liberty,  and  bring  over  all  his 
forces  to  the  country  fide  ?  As  to  the  lull  of 
abfolute  power,  I  defpair  it  can  ever  be  cooled, 
unlefs  princes  had  capacity  to  read  the  hiftory" 
of  the  Roman  emperors,  -how  many  of  them 
were  murdered  by  their  own  army  ;  and  the 
fame  may  be  faid  of  the  Ottomans  by  their  janif- 
furies  ;  and  many  other  examples  are  eafy  to  be 
found.  If  I  were  fuch  a  ninifter,  I  would  go 
farther,  and  endeavour  to  be  king  myfelf.  Such 
feats  have  happened  among  the  petty  tyrants  of 
old  Greece,  and  the  worft  that  happened  was 
only  their  being  murdered  for  their  pains. 

I  believe  in  my  confcience  that  you  have  fome 
mercenary  end  in  all  your  endeavours  to  preferve 
the  liberty  of  your  country  at  the  expence  of 
your  quiet,  and  of  making  all  the  villains  in 
England  your  enemies.  For  you  almoft  fland 
alone,  and  therefore  are  fure,  if  you  fucceed,  to 
engrofs  the  whole  glory  of  recovering  a  defperate 
conftitution,  given  over  by  all  its  other  phyfi- 
cians.  May  God  work  a  miracle,  by  changing- 
the  hearts  of  an  abandoned  people,  whofe  hearts 
are  waxen  grofs,  whofe  ears  are  dull  of  hearing, 
and  whofe  eyes  have  been  clofed  ;  and  may  he 
continue  you  as  his  chief  inftrument,  by  whom 
this  miracle  is  to  be  wrought. 

I  fend  this  letter  in  a  packet  to  Mr  Pope,  and 
by  a  private  hand.  I  pray  God  protect  you  a- 

gainft 
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gainft  all  your  enemies ;  I  mean  thofe  of  your 
country  ;  for  you  can  have  no  other  ;  and  as  you 
•will  never  be  weary  of  well-doing,  fo  may  God 
give  you  long  life  and  health  the  better  to  fup- 
port  you. 

You  are  pleafed  to  mention  fome  volumes  of 
what  are  called  my  works.  I  have  looked  on 
them  very  little.  It  is  a  great  mortification 
to  me,  although  I  fliould  not  have  been  dif- 
fatisfietl  if  fuch  a  thing  had  been  done  in  ling- 
land  by  book-fellers  agreeing  among  themfelves. 
I  never  got  a  farthing  by  any  thing  I  writ,  ex- 
cept one  about  tight  years  ago,  and  that  was 
by  Mr  Pope's  prudent  management  from  [for] 
me.  .  Here  the  printers  and  bookfellers  have  no 
property  in  their  copies.  The  printer  applied 
to  my  friends,  and  got  many  things  from  England. 
The  man  was  civil  and  bumble,  but  I  had  no 
dealings  with  him;  and  therefore  he  confulted 
fome  friends,  who  were  readier  to  direct  him 
than  I  defired  they  fhould.  I  faw  one  poem  on 
you  and  a  great  minifler,  and  was  not  forry  to 
find  it  there. 

I  fear  you  are  tired;    I  cannot  help  it;    nor 
could  avoid  the  convenience   of  writing,  when 
I  might  be  in  no  danger  of  poft-officers.     I  am, 
Sir,  with  the  trueft  refpect  and  efteem, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
and  obliged  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

J  defire  to  prefent  my  moft  humble   refpefts 
to  Mrs  Pulteney. 

LETTER 
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MRS    PENDAB.VES    TO    DR   SWIFT. 

SIR,  May   1 6.   1735. 

YOU  have  never  yet  put  it  in  my  power  to  ac- 
cufe  you  of  want  of  civility  ;  for,  fince 
my  acquaintance  with  you,  you  have  always  paid 
me  more  than  I  expected  :  But  I  may  fome- 
times  tax  you  with  want  of  kindnefs  ;  which, 
to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  did  for  a  month  at  leaft. 
At  laft  I  was  informed  your  not  writing  to  me 
vas  occafioned  by  your  ill  (late  of  health  ;  that 
changed  my  difcontent,  but  did  not  lefien  it ; 
and  I  have  not  yet  quite  determined  it  in  my 
mind,  whether  I  would  have  you  fick  or  negli- 
gent of  me  :  They  are  both  great  evils,  and  hard 
to  chufe  out  of  :  I  heartily  wifh  neither  may 
happen.  You  call  yourfelf  by  a  great  many 
ugly  names,  which  I  take  ill  ;  for  I  never  could 
bear  to  hear  a  perfon  I  value  abufed.  I,  for 
that-reafon,  mud  defire  you  to  be  more  upon 
your  guard  when  you  fpeak  of  yourfelf  again  : 
I  much  eafier  forgive  your  calling  me  knave  and- 
fool.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  the  con- 
cern you  exprefs  for  the  weaknefs  of  my 'eyes: 
They  are  now  very  well.  I  have  had  a  much 
greater  affiiftion  on  my  fpirits,  which  prevent- 
ed my  writing  fooner  to  you.  My  filler  (the 
only  one  I  have,  and  an  extraordinary  darling) 
has  been  extremely  indifpofed  this  whole  win- 
ter. 
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ter.  I  have  had  all  the  anxiety  imaginable  on 
her  accourft  j  J?ut  {he  is  now  in  a  better  way, 
and  I  hope  pall  all  danger.  I  would  rather  tell 
you  fomewhat  that  is  pleafant  •,  but  how  can  I? 
I  am  juft  going  to  lofe  Mrs  Donnellan,  and  that- 
is  enough  to  damp  the  livelieft  imagination  :  It 
is  not  eafy  to  exprefs  what  one  feels  on  fuch  an 
occafion  :  The  lofs  of  an  agreeable,  fenfible, 
ufeful  companion,  gives  a  pain  at  the  heart  not 
to  be  defcribed.  You  happy  Hibernians,  that 
are  to  reap  the  benefit  of  my  diftrefs,  will  hard- 
ly think  of  any  thing  but  your  own  joy,  and  not 
afford  me  one  grain  of  pity.  Thus  things  are 
carried  in  this  world,  the  rich  forget  the  poor. 
I  am  forry  the  fociable  Thurfdays,  that  ufed  to 
bring  together  fo  many  agreeable  friqnds  at  Dr 
Delany's,-. are  broke  up:  Though  Delville  has 
its  beauties,  it  is  more  out  of  the  way  than  Staf- 
ford-ftreet.  I  believe  you  have  had  a  quiet  win- 
ter in  Dublin  ;  not  fo  has  it  been  with  us  in 
London.  Hurry,  wrangling,  extravagance,  and 
matrimony,  have  reigned  with  great  impctuo- 
fity.  The  news-papers  I  fuppofe  have  mention- 
ed the  number  of  great  fortunes  that  are  going 
to  be  married.  Our  operas  have  given  much 
caufe  of  diflenfion.  Men  and  women  have  been 
deeply  engaged  ;  and  no  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  has  been  urged  with  more  warmth  : 
The  difpute  of  the  merits  of  the  compofers  and 
fingers  is  carried  to  fo  great  a  height,  that  it  is 
much  feared,  by  ail  true  lovers  of  mufic,  that 
operas  will  be  quite  overturned.  I  own  I  think 
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we  make  a  very  filly  figure  about  it.  I  am  o- 
bliged  to  you  for  the  two  Latin  lines  in  your 
lafl  letter  :  It  gave  me  a  fair  pretence  of  Shew- 
ing the  letter  to  have  them  explained  ;  and  I 
have  gained  no  fmall  honour  by  that.  I  hope, 
Sir,  though  you  threaten  me  with  not  writing, 
that  you  will  ehange  your  mind  :  The  (eafon  of 
the  year  will  give  you  fphrits,  and  I  fhall  be  glad 
to  lhare  the  good  eftecls  of  them.  I  am,  Sir, 
your  mod  obliged  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

When  you  fee  Mrs  Donnellan,  fhe  will  en- 
tertain you  with  a  fecond  edition  of  Faufet, 
too  tedious  for  a  letter.  I  have  made  a 
thoufand  blunders,  which  I  am  amamed  of. 


LETTER     DCXXXIV. 

LADY    BETTY    BROWNLOWE    TO    DR   SWIFT. 

SIR,  May  19.  1735. 

I  HAVE  the  honour   to   fend  you  the  inclofed 
letter,    and  the   cover,   as  it  came  to   Mr 
Brownlowe.     I  hope  your  frugal  correfpondence 
has  not,   at  your  expence,   incurred  the  proverb 
of  being  penny  wife,    £sV.   and  thereby  occafion- 
ed  your  being  a    fufferer  by  any  delay  or' bufi- 
nefs.     I  fliould  beg  pardon  for  not  having  obey- 
ed your  commands  in   writing  fooner,  but  that 
VOL.  XVII.  U  I 
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I  am  the  only  fufFerer  by  it,  by  being  deprived 
of  the   fatisfa£tion  of  hearing  of  your   health. 
The  extreme  cold  weather   we   have   had  this 
month,    has  made  the  country  much  lefs  agree- 
able  than   ufual  at  this  time  of  year  9    but  this 
having  been  a  fine  morning,  I  have  been  amufed, 
very  much   to   my  fatisfa&ion,  with  laying  out 
what  I  think  a  very  pretty  defign  in  my  garden. 
I  like  my  gardener  mightily,   and  found  every 
thing  in  his  care   in  perfect  good  order  ;   but 
the   coldnefs  of  the  feafon  makes   every  thing 
very  backward :   The  cucumbers  are   not  larger 
than  guerkins.     I  beg,  if  you  honour  me  with 
a  line,  you  will  let  me    know   how  both   Lady 
Achefon  and  Mrs  Achefon  do,  for  I  have  a  fin- 
cere  concern   for  both  their  welfares.     We  go 
next  week  to  make  a  vifit  to  our  friends  at  Sea- 
ford,  where  we  propofe   flaying   about  a  fort- 
night.    I  heard  yerfterday  you  had  thoughts  of 
going  to  Cafhell  :   If  it  were  poflible  for  me  to 
have  the  happinefs  to  be  prefent  at   your's  and 
the   Archbifhop's    converfation,    I    am    certain 
I   fhould   retrieve  my  character,   and   that   you 
would  allow  me  to  be  a   good  liftener,   which, 
through  other  peoples  faults,  you  do  not  know  j 
for  I  affure  you  I  have  too  great  a  defire  to  be  in- 
formed and  improved,  to   occafion   any  inter- 
ruption in  your  converfation,  except  when  I  find 
you  purpofely  let  yourfelf  down  to  fuch  capaci- 
ties as  mine,  with  an  intention,  as  I  fuppofe,  to 
give  us  the  pleafure  of  babbling.   Mr  Brownlowe 

defires 
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defires  you  will  accept  of  his  compliments;  and 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  refpecfc,  your  truly  affec- 
tionate humble  fervant, 

ELIZABETH  BROWNLOWE. 


LETTER      DCXXXV. 

DR   SHERIDAN    TO    DR   SWIFT. 


DRDN, 

Y£\V  mare  aim  Ember,  a  bout  Ann  our  Ah 
go,  Ire  it  Sum  Ann  glow  Ann  Glee,  I 
nim  it  ay  iliun  off  Ewers.  Butt  if  here  they  rare 
mift  eaks.  I  few  fine  day  nigh,  Eye  may  Kit 
mire  eak  quefl  Tom  end  dumb.  They'll  aid 
Eyes  Name  Lee  Mad  damn  Harry  Son,  White 
Whey,  Sigh  Cadn  air  ray  dye  Two  join  new, 
Sow  add  Yew  Too  Ale  even,  Ewer  Mow  Stum. 
ble  add  my  rare, 

THOUGH  MASS  SHE  RID  ANN. 

Meath  ay  two  went  he  Sick'ft, 

Wan  thou  Sand  Say  vain  Hun  dread,  feV. 

Tooth  ay  Revere  End  Dock  tore  Jo  Nathan 
Dray  Peer,   Gall  Liver,  Inn  They  Dane  a 

wry. 


U  2  LETTER 
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TO     LADY     BETTY    GERMAINE. 

MADAM,  June  S.  1735- 

I  TROUBLE  you  fooner  than  ufual,  in  acknow- 
ledging your  letter  of  May  syth,  becaufe 
there  are  fome  paffages  in  it  that  feem  to  re- 
quire a  quick  anfwer.  If  I  forget  the  date  of 
mine,  you  muft  impute  it  to  my  ill  head ;  and 
if  I  live  two  years  longer,  I  fhali  firft  forget  my 
own  name,  and  laft  your  Ladyfhip's.  1  gave  my 
Lady  Kerry  an  account  of  whajt  you  faid  in  rela- 
tion to  her  fon,  with  which  fhe  is  fully  fatisfied. 
I  deteft  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for  their  indulgence 
TO  fuch  a  profligate  proftitute  villain  as  Curli  ; 
but  am  at  a  lofs  how  he  could  procure  any  let- 
ters written  to  Mr  Pope,  although,  by  the  vanity 
or  indifcretion  of  correfpondents,  the  rogue  might 
have  pickt  up  fome  that  went  from  him.  Thofe 
letters  have  not  yet  been  fent  hither,  therefore  I 
can  form  no  judgment  on  them.  When  I  was 
leaving  England,  upon  the  Queen's  death,  I  burnt 
all  the  letters  I  could  find,  that  I  had  received 
from  minifbers  for  feveral  years,  before.'  But  as 
to  the  letters  I  receive  from'  your  Ladyfhip,  I 
neither  ever  did,  or  ever  will  burn  any  of  them, 
take  it  as  you  pleafe:  For  I  never  burn  a  letter 
that  is  entertaining,  and  confequently  will  give 
me  new  pleafore  when  it  is  forgotten.  It  is 
true,  I  have  kept  fome  letters  merely  out  of 
x  friendfiiip, 
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friendfhip,  although  they  fometimes  wanted  true 
fpelling  and  good  fenfe,  and  fome  others,  whofo, 
writers  are  dead.  For  I  live  like  a  monk,  and 
hate  to  forget  my  departed  friends.  Yet  I  am 
fometimes  too  nice  ;  for  I  burnt  all  my  Lord 
#  *  *  *-s  letters,  upon  receiving  one  where  he 
ufcd  thefe  words  to -me,  "  All  I  pretend  to  is  a 
"  great  deal  of  fincerity  :"  Which  indeed  was  the 
chief  virtue  he  wanted.  Of  thofe  from  my  Lord 
****,!  burnt  all  but  one,  which  I  kept  as  a 
mod  admirable  original  of  court  promifes  and 
profeffions.  I  confefs  alfo  that  I  have  read  fomc 
paiTages  in  many  of  your  letters  to  a  friend, 
but  without  naming  you,  only  that  the  writer 
was  a  lady,  which  had  fuch  marks  of  good  fenfe, 
that  often  the  hearers  would  not  believe  me. 
And  yet  I  never  had  a  letter  of  mine  printed,  nor 
of  any  others  to  me. 

Your  Ladyfhip  very  much  furprifos  me  with 
one  pafTdge  in  your  letter,  which  however  I  do 
not  in  the  leaft  underttand  ;  where  you  fay,  you 
have  been  honoured  in  print  by  amorous,  fatiri- 
cal,  and  gallant  letters,  where  there  was  no  word 
but  your  bare  name  mentioned.  I  can  allure 
you,  this  is  to  me  altogether  a  riddle,  and  what 
I  never  heard  the  leaft  fyllable  of;  and  wifh  you 
would  explain  it.  No,  Madam,  I  will  never 
forgive  your  infolent  niece,  without  a  mofl  hum- 
ble fubmifikm  under  her  own  hands;  which  if 
{he  will  not  comply  with,  I  fhall  draw  up  letters 
between  us,  and  fend  them  to  Curll. 

I  will  tell  your  Ladyihip  a  caufe   I   have  of 
Uj  complaint 
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complaint  againft  the  Duke  of  Dorfet.  I  have 
written  to  him  about  four  times  fkice  he  was 
lieutenant,  and  three  of  my  letters  were  upon 
fubjecls  that  concerned  him  much  more  than  it 
did  any  friend  of  mine,  and  not  at  all  myfelf  j 
but  he  was  never  pleafed  to  return  me  an  an- 
fwer.  Which  omiflion  (for  I  difdain  to  call  it 
contempt)  I  can  account  for  only  by  fome  of  the 
following  reafons.  He  is  either  extremely  bufy 
in  affairs  of  the  higheft  importance  ;  or  he  is  a 
Duke  with  a  garter;  or  he  is  a  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land ;  or  he  is  of  a  very  ancient  noble  extraclion, 
or  fo  obfcure  a  man  as  I  am  is  not  worth  his  re- 
membrance; or  like  the  Duke  of  Chandois,  he 
is  an  utter  ftranger  to  me :  And  it  would  grieve 
me  to  the  foul  to  put  them  together  upon  any  one 
article.  The  laft  letter  I  writ  to  his  Grace  was 
upon  an  affair  relating  to  one  of  the  favourite 
party,  and  yet  a  very  honeft  gentleman;  which 
laft  circumftance,  with  fubmiflion  to  your  Lady- 
fhip,  is  what  I  feldom  grant  ;  and  the  matter  de- 
fired  was  a  trifle.  The  letter  before  that  related 
to  a  requeft  made  him  by  a  fenior  fellow  of  this 
univerfity,  upon  which  I  was  earnestly  preffed 
to  write  by  fome  considerable  members  of  the 
fame  body,  which  it  highly  concerned,  as  well 
as  his  Grace's  honour;  the  demand  being  direct- 
ly contrary  to  their  itatutes,  and  of  the  mod  per- 
nicious confequence,  not  only  to  the  univerfity, 
but  the  kingdom  :  And  for  that  reafon,  it  is 
thought  his  Grace  hath  chofen  to  let  it  fall,  I 
fuppofe  by  much  better  caufes  of  conviction  than 
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mine.  I  do  affure  you,  Madam,  that  I  have  not 
been  troublefome  to  my  Lord  Duke  in  any  par- 
ticular: Since  he  hath  been  governor,  my  letters 
have  been  at  molt  but  one  a- year,  and  my  per- 
fonal  requelts  not  fo  many  ;  nor  any  one  of  them 
for  the  leaft  intereft  that  regarded  myfelf.  Ami 
although  it  be  true  that  I  do  not  much  approve 
the  conduct  of  affairs  in  either  kingdom,  where- 
in I  agree  with  vail  numbers  of  both  parties ; 
yet  I  have  utterly  waved  intermeddling  even  in 
this  enflaved  kingdom,  where  perhaps  I  might 
have  fome  influence  to  be  troublefome  j  yet  I 
have  long  quitted  all  fuch  thoughts,  out  of  per- 
fe£l  dcfpair  :  Although  I  have  fometimes  wi Hi- 
ed, that  the  true  loyal  Whigs  here  might  be  a 
•little  more  confidered  in  the  difpofition  of  em- 
ployments, notwithilanding  their  misfortune  of 
being  born  on  this  fide  the  channel  j  which 
•would  gain  abundance  of  hearts  both  to  the 
crown  and  his  Grace.  My  paper  is  fo  full,  that 
I  have  not  room  to  excufe  its  length.  I  remain 
Your  Ladyfhip's 

moit  obedient  humble  fervant. 


LETTER      DCXXXVII.    ,. 

TO   SIR   CHARLES   WOGAN,   IN    SPAIN. 
HONOURED   SIR,  '735' 

I  THINK  you  are  the  only  perfon  alive  who 
can  juftly  charge  me  wirh  ingratitude  :  Be- 
caufe,  although  I  were  utterly  unknown  to  you, 

and 
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and  become  an  obfcure  exile  in  a  moft  obfcure 
and  enilaved  country  ;  you  were  at  the  pains  to 
find  me  out,  and  fend  me  your  very  agreeable 
writings,  with  which  I  have  often  entertained 
fome  very  ingenious  friends,  as  well  as  myfelf  j 
I  mean  not  only  your  poetry,  in  Latin  and  fcng- 
lilh,  but  your  poetical  hiftory  in  profe  of  your 
own  life  and  actions,  infcribed  to  me  ;  which  I 
often  wimed  it  were  fafe  to  print  here,  or  in 
England,  under  the  madnefs  of  univerfal  party 
now  reigning  :  I  mean  particularly  in  this  king- 
dom,  to  which  I  would  prefer  living  among  the 
Hottentots,  if  it  were  in  my  power  *. 

I  have  been  often  told,  that  you  have  a  bro- 
ther f  and  fome  near  relations  in  this  country, 
and  have  often  employed  my  friends  in  vain 
to  learn  when  any  of  them  came  to  this  town. 
But  I  fuppofe,  on  account  of  their  religion,  they 
are  fo  prudent  to  live  in  privacy  :  Although  the 
court  hath  thought  it  better  in  point  of  politics, 
and,  to  keep  the  good  will  of  Cardinal  Fleury, 
hath  thought  it  proper  to  make  the  Catholics 
here  much  more  eafy  than  their  ill-willers,  of 
no  religion,  approve  of  in  their  hearts.  And  I 
can  aflure  you,  that  thofe  wretches  here,  who 
call  themfelves  a  parliament,  abhor  the  clergy  of 
our  church  more  than  thofe  of  your's,  and  have 

made 

•  Theft-  writings  are  at  prcfcnt  in  the  hands  of  the  e- 
ditor  of  thefe  volumes,  all  of  them  under  Sir  Charks 
XV'ogan's  own  hand. 

t  Mr  Wogan  of  Rathcoffec. 
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made  an  univerfal  aflbciation    to   defraud  us  of 
our  undoubted  dues. 

I  have  further  thanks  to  give  you  for  }our 
generous  prefent  of  excellent  Spanifli  wine, 
whereof  I  have  been  fo  choice,  that  my  butler 
tells  me  there  are  ilill  fome  bottles  left  *.  I  did 
very  often  aflc  fome  merchants  here,  who  trade 
with  Spain,  whether  this  country  could  not  af- 
ford fomethingthat  might  be  acceptable  in  Spain, 
but  could  not  get  any  fatisfa£\ion.  The  price,  I 
am  Hire,  would  be  but  a  trifle.  And  I  am  told 
by  one  of  them,  that  he  heard  you  were  in- 
formed of  my  defire  :  To  which  you  anfwered,  i?i 
a  difmterefted  manner,  That  you  only  defired  my 
works.  It  is  true  indeed  that  a  printer  f  here, 
about  a  year  ago,  did  collect  all  that  was  printed 
in  London  which  pafied  for  mine,  as  well  as 
feveral  fmgle  papers  in  verfe  and  profe,  that  he 
could  get  from  my  friends,  and  defired  my  leave 
to  publifh  them  in  four  volumes.  He  reafoned, 
That  printers  here  had  no  property  in  their  CCH 
pies :  That  mine  would  fall  into  worfe  hands  : 
That  he  would  fubmit  to  me  and  my  friends 
what  to  publifh  or  omit.  On  the  whole,  I 
would  not  concern  myfeif;  and  fo  they  have 
appeared  abroad,  as  you  will  fee  them  in 
thofe  I  make  bold  to  fend  you.  I  muft  now 
return  to  mention  \vine.  The  lafl  feafon  for  it 
was  very  bad  in  France,  upon  which  our  mer- 
chants 

•   Dr  Swift,   in    orateful    remembrance  of  Sir  Charles 
\Vngan,  ufed  to  call  this  Spaniih  wine  his  Hero  wine, 
t   Mr  Faulkner. 
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chants  have  raifed  the  price  twenty  per  cent,  al- 
ready, and  the  prefent  weather  is  not  like  to  mend 
it.  Upon  this  I  have  told  fome  merchants  my 
opinion,  or  perhaps  my  fancy :  That,  when  the 
warmth  of  fummer  happens  to  fail  in  the  feveral 
\vine  countries,  Spain  and  Portugal  wines,  and 
thofe  in  the  South  of  Italy,  will  at  leaft  be  as 
ripe  as  thofe  of  France  in  a  good  year.  If  there 
be  any  truth  in  this  conceit,  I  would  defire  our 
merchants  to  deal  this  year  in  thofe  warmer 
climates :  Becaufe  I  hear  that  in  Spain  French 
vines  are  often  planted,  and  the  wine  is  more 
mellow ;  although,  perhaps,  the  natural  Spanifh 
grape  may  fail  for  want  of  its  ufual  fhare  of  fun. 
In  this  point  I  would  haveyour  opinion  ;  wherein, 
if  you  agree,  I  will  make  Mr  Kail,  an  honeft  Ca- 
tholic merchant  here,  who  deals  in  Spanifh  wine, 
to  bring  me  over  as  large  a  cargo  as  I  can  afford, 
of  wines  as  like  French  claret  as  he  can  get.  For 
mydiforders,  with  the  help  of  years,  make  wine 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  fupport  me.  And  if  you 
were  not  a  perfon  of  too  confulerable  a  rank, 
(and  now  become  half  a  Spaniard),  I  would  try 
to  make  you  defcend  fo  low,  as  to  order  fome 
merchants  there  to  confign  to  fome  of  ours,  di- 
rected to  me,  fome  good  quantity  of  wine  that 
you  approve  of;  fuch  as  our  claret  drinkers  here 
will  be  content  with.  For  when  1  give  them  a 
pale  wine,  (called  by  Mr  Hall  Cafialia),  they  fay 
it  will  do  for  one  glafs,  and  'then  (to  fpeak  in 
their  language)  call  for  Hondt  Claret. 

L  E  T  T  E  R 
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LORD   OXFORD   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Dover-Jlreet,  June  19.  1735. 

GOOD   MR   DEAN, 

I  COULD  not  fuffer  Mr  Jebb  to  pafs  into  Ire- 
land without  giving  you  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing a  few  lines  from  your  humble  fervant,  to 
inquire  how  you  do,  and  to  return  you  many 
thanks  for  your  kind  remembrances  of  me  in 
your  letters  to  my  good  friend  Mr  Pope.  I  am 
much  concerned  for  the  account  you  ?ive,  in 
your  late  letter  to  him,  of  the  ftate  of  your  own 
health.  I  fliould  think  that  the  change  of  air, 
and  leeing  fome  of  your  remaining  friends  you 
have  left  in  this  ifland,  would  be  of  fervice  to 
you,  at  lead  to  entertain  and  amufe  you:  As 
for  any  other  agreeable  view,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  flatter  you  fo  far  as  that  you  mutl  expect  any; 
that  is  over,  as  I  believe  you  know  very  well ; 
but  as  I  know  you  to  be  a  truly  good-natured 
man,  I  hope  you  will  come  over ;  for  I  aflure 
you  it  will  be  an  infinite  fatisfa&ion  and  pleafurc 
to  your  friends  to  embrace  you  here.  If  this 
motive  will  not  do,  I  do  nof  know  what  argu- 
ment to  make  ufe  of. 

I  troubled  you  laft  year  with  an  account  of 
the  difpofal  of  my  daughter :  It  has  in  every  point 
anfwered  our  expectations  and  wiflies.  I  was 
in  hopes  I  fhould  have  been  able  to  have  given 

you 
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you  an  account  that  my  daughter  was  fafely 
brought  to-bed  ;  we  expe£t  it  every  day.  My 
wife  is  pretty  well  :  deiires  your  acceptance  of 
her  humble  fervice  :  She,  among  others,  would 
be  very  glad  to  fee  you  here.  My  uncle,  the 
auditor,  is  in  a  very  ill  (late  of  health  ;  I  am  a- 
fraid  he  cannot  laft  very  long  :  His  fon  has,  this 
fpring,  put  to  Weftminfter  fchool  two  fons  ;  he 
has  three  more,  and  a  daughter.  Mr  Thomas 
Harley  has  had  the  gout  •,  but  he  is  better,  and 
is  at  his  feat  in  Herefordfhire.  The  Duke  of 
Leeds  is  returned  from  his  travels  a  fine  gentle- 
man, and  has  imported  none  of  the  fopperies  and 
fooleries  of  the  countries  he  has  pall  through. 
My  nephew  Robert  Hay  travelled  with  the  Duke, 
and  is  come  home  untainted,  but  much  impro- 
ved :  He  is  returned  to  Oxford  to  follow  his 
fludies  :  He  defigns  for  holy  orders.  My  two 
youngeft  nephews  are  dill  at  Weftminfter  fchool. 
Lord  Dupplin  has  not  yet  got  an  employment ; 
but  lives  upon  hopes  and  promifes.  My  filler 
lives  in  Yorkfhire  with  her  daughter?,  as  well 
as  fhe  can,  confidering  the  times,  &c.  £sV.  Now 
1  afk  your- pardon,  dear  Sir,  for  faying  fo  much 
of  family-affairs  ;  but  as  -you  are  a  good  man, 
and  have  always  wifhed  my  family  well,  I  have 
ventured  to  be  thus  impertinent  to  give  you  the 
ftate  of  it.  Mr  Pope  is  pretty  well :  He  is 
under  perfecution  from  Curll,  who  has  by  fome 
means  (wicked  ones  moft  certainly)  got  hold  ot 
fome  of  Pope's  private  letters,  which  he  has 
panted,  and  threatens  more.  ViTe  are  in  fo  free 
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a  ftate,    that  there   is  no    remedy  ngainft  thefe 
evils. 

It  is  now  time  to  releafe  you  from  this  dull 
paper  ;  but  I  muft  allure  you,  what  I  hope  you 
know  already,  that  I  am  with  true  refpect  and 
efteem,  Sir,  your  mod  obliged  and  faithful  hum- 
ble fervant. 

OXFORD. 

Pleafe  be  fo  good  as  to  make  my  compliments 
to  Lord  Orrery. 


LETTER    DCXXXIX. 

DR   SWIFT   TO   DR   SHERIDAN. 

SIR,  June,  1735. 

I  SUP  POSE  you  are  no  wangle  ling  with  your  tack 
ling  in  a  pur  ling  ftream,  or  pad  ling  and  fay 
ling  in  a  boat,    or  fad  ling  your  ftum  ling  horfe 
•with  a  fap  ling   in  your  hands,  and  fnare  ling  at 
your  groom,  or  fet  ling  your  affairs,  or  trick  ling 
your  cat,  or  tat  ling  with  your  neighbour  Price; 
not  always  Toy  ling  in  your  fchool.     This  Dryes 
ling  weather  we  in  Dub  ling  are  glad  of  a  Dump 
ling,  and  Bab  ling  is  our  dare  ling.     Pray  do  not 
look  as  cow  ling  at  me  when  I  come,   but  get  a 
fat  ling  for  my  dinner,   or  go   a  fow  ling  for  fill 
ling  my  belly.     I  hope  none  of  your  towns-folks 
i  are  Bub  ling  you  :    Have  you  a  'Bow  ling  Green 
at  Cavan  ?    I  have  been  ill  of  my' old  Ay  litig, 
VOL.  XVII.  X  and 
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and  yet  you  fee  I  am  now  a  fcrib  ling.  Can  you 
buy  me  a"n  am  ling  Nag  ?  I  am  bat  ling  for  health, 
and  juft  craw  ling  out.  My  breakfaft  is  cut  ling 
and  fugar  to  cure  the  Curd  ling  of  my  blood. 
My  new  Summer  coat  is  cock  ling  already,  and  I 
nm  call  ling  for  my  old  one.  I  am  cob  ling  my 
riding  fhoes  *  and  cur  ling  my  riding  periwig. 
My  maid's  hens  keep  fuch  a  Cack  ling,  and 
Chuck  ling,  that  I  fcarce  know  what  I  write. 
My  mare  is  juft  foe  //«§•,  for  which  my  Groom 
is  Grum  ling  and  grow  ling,  while  the  other  fer- 
vants  are  gob  ling  and  gut  lingy  and  the  maids 
Gigg  /ing,  and  the  dogs,  how  ling.  My  Bung 
ling  Taylor  was  tip  ling  from  morning  till  night. 
Do  you  know  Drive  ling  Doll  with  her  Drab  ling 
tail,  and  drag  ling  petticoat,  and  gog  ling  eyes  ; 
always  gag  //'/;»  like  a  goofe,  and  hob  ling  to  the 
ale-houfe,  hand  ling  a  Mug  and  quar  ling  and 
fquab  ling  with  porters,  or  row  ling  in  the  ken- 
nel ?  I  bought  her  a  muzzle  ling  Pinner,  Mr  Wall 
walks  the  flreets  with  his  ftrip  ling  boy,  in  his 
fham  ling  gait,  as  cuff  ling  for  the  wall,  and  juft 
I'm1*  all  he  meets.  I  faw  his  wife  with  her  pop 
ling  gown  ;  Pil  ling  oranges,  and  pick  ling  cu- 
cumbers. Her  eyes  are  no  longer  Spark  lingt 
you  may  find  her  twat  ling  with  her  neighbours, 
her  nofe  trick  ling,  aud  fpawl  ling  the  floor,  and 
then  fmug  ling  her  hufband. 

A 

"  As  Dr  Swift  was,  on  all  occafions,  fond  of  talking, 
he  always  \vore  ftrong  Jack-fpatterdafhes,  which  he  could 
flip  niF  as  loon  as  he  alighted  from  his  hoi  fo  ;  and,  to 
match  thelc  fyatterdalhes,  he  had  llioes  ftrong  in  propor- 
tion to  bear  the  dirt  and  weather ;  but  he  never  wore  boots. 
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A  lady  whofe  underftanding  was  fing  ling  me 
out  as  a  Wit  ling  or  rather  a  fuck  Jitigy  as  if  {he 
•were  tick  ling  my  fancy,  tang  ling  me  with  que- 
ftions,  tell  !i fig  me  m;!:iy  ilories,  her  tongue  toe 
ling  like  a  clapper  j  fays  (he,  an  old  man's  dan-" 
ling  is  better  than  a  young  man's  war  ling.  I 
liked  her  dad  ling  and  plain  deal  /;'//£  :  She  was 
as  wife  as  a  goes  ling  or  a  duck  ling,  yet  ihe 
counted  upon  gull  ling  and  grave  ling  me.  Her 
maid  was  hack  ling  flax  and  humm  ling  her 
millrefs,  and  how  ling  in  the  Irifh  manner :  I 
was  fool  /*/;g  and  fiddle  //«§f  and  fade  ling  an 
hour  with  them.  We  hear  Tifdall  is  pufs  ling 
the  Curates,  or  mud  ling  in  an  ale-houfe,  or  muff 
ling  his  chops,  or  rump  ling  his  band,  or  mum- 
ling  fongs,  though  he  be  but  a  mid  ling  vefifyer 
at  beft,  while  his  wife  in  her  Mac  ling  lace  is 
mull  ling  claret,  to  make  her  hufband  Maud  lingt 
cr  mill  ling  chocolate  for  her  breakfaft,  or  rufk 
ling  in  her  filks,  or  net  ling  her  fpoufe,  or  nurfe 
litig  and  fwill  ling  her  grand -children  and  a  year 
ling  calf,  or  oyl  ling  her  pimple  ling  face,  or  fet 
ling  her  head-drefs,  or  ilif  ling  a  f —  to  a  fizz 
ling)  or  boy  ling  fowins  for  fupper,  or  pew  ling 
for  the  death  of  her  kit  lingy  or  over  rue  ling  tha 
poor  Doclor.  As  to  Madame  votrc  femme,  I 
find  ibe  has  been  coup  ling  her  daughters ;  I 
with  the  were  to  live  upon  a  Cod  ling  or  a  Chit 
or  ling  :  She  has  as  mile  ////£•  countenance,  which 
is  yet  better  than  as  well  ling  belly  :  I  wifh  (he 
were  to  go  a  bull  ling  and  begin  with  a  bill  ling, 
and  then  go  to  hick  ling.  She  hath  been  long 
as  cram  ling  for  power,  and  would  fain  be  a  fond 
X  a  ling, 
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ling,  and  delights  in  a  Fop  ling,  when  flie  fhould 
be  fur  ling  her  fails,  and  fil  ling  her  belly,  or 
game  ling  about  Cavan,  or  Gall  ling  her  company. 
Why  do  not  you  fet  her  a  truck  ling  witha  ven- 
geance, and  ufe  her  like  an  under  /ing,  and  ftop  her 
ray/tffg,  rat  //«§-,  rang //'/?g  behaviour  ?  I  would  cure 
her  ram  ling  and  rum  lings  but  you  are  fpy  ling 
all,  by  rig  7;«g  into  her  favour,  and  are  afraid  of 
ruff  ling  her.  I  hear  you  are  fell  ling  your  tim- 
ber at  Quilca :  You  love  to  have  a  fee  ling  of 
money,  which  is  a  grove  ling  temper  in  you, 
and  you  are  for  (hove  ling  it  up  like  a  Lord  lingt 
or  rather  like  a  Star  ling.  I  fuppofe  now  you 
are  vail  ling  your  bonnet  to  every  Squire.  I  wiih 
you  would  grow  a  world  lingt  and  not  be  ftrow 
ling  abroad  nor  always  make//;;g  yourfelf  at  home. 
Can  I  have  ftabe  ling  with  you  for  my  horfe  ? 
Pray  keep  plain  whoiefome  table  ling  for  your 
boys,  and  employ  your  maids  in  teaz  ling  cloth 
and  reel  ling  yarn,  and  unravle  ling  thread  with- 
out ftay  ling  it.  Set  the  boys  a  race  ling  for  di- 
verfion  ;  fet  the  fcullion  a  rid  ling  the  cinders 
without  rife  ling  them.  Get  fome  fcrub  to  teach 
the  young  boys  their  fpell  ling,  and  the  cow-boy 
to  draw  fmall-beer  without  fpill  ling  or  pall  ling 
it  :  Have  no  more  pifs  to  ling  lads :  Employ 
yourfelf  in  nay  ling  your  broken  flools.  Whip 
all  the  libel  ling  rogues  who  are  loll  ling  out  their 
tongues,  and  kind  ling  quarrels,  and  rave  eye 
ling  their  fchool-fellows,  and  ftick  ling  with  their 
f-eniors,  and  fnuff  ling  in  a  Jeer,  and  fcraw  ling 
on  the  fchool- walls,  and  fcut  ling  to  the  pye- 

hcmfe, 
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houfe,  and  yawl  ling  and  "yell  ling  to  frighten  lit- 
tle children,  and  fowl  ling  the  houfe  for  mifchief 
fake,  and  graple  ling  with  the  girls.  Pray  take 
care  of  fpy  ling  your  younger  daughters,  or  fty 
ling  them  pets  *. 

LETTER      DCXL. 

DR   SHERIDAN   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

Ah  Mifs  cell  a  nee. 

DEAR  SIR,  Cavan,   Ju)ie  23.   1735. 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  with  the  formidable 
accounts  of  your  lings>  no  lefs  than  160  in 
afh  hole,  enough  to  bear  down  awe  hale.  What 
a  change  ling  was  I  to  prove  oak  yew  by  grove 
ling  in  the  dark  as  I  did  ?  I  fhould  rather  have 
minded  the  cop  ling  of  timber  for  an  old  houfe, 
which  I  am  two  reap  air.  I  am  now  dale  ling 
with  a  march  aunt  for  boards,  a  droll  ling  log!r 
or  he  add.  His  nay  mifs*a»  ter,  It  hink.  Buy 
thefe  aim  to  ken  his  toll  a  fat  ling  lamb  from 
our  butt  chair.  This  fent  hence  I  feris  ad  I  fi 
culti  an  dume  me  quit  o  ut  buy  aw  1  it  eil  ftudji. 
Now  fora  new  e  fi  ftyle.  'E» va  ' lia  lv?  /"»»»  «*  « 

Hand 
Dye  a  blefs  Inn  Fern  ale,  bee  caufe  French. 

eye 
A  very  good  name  for  fue  chaw  help  meet  .• 

X  3  Mice 

•  The  term  Pet,  which  is  a  contradiction  of  th« 
French  Petite,  fignifies  a  favourite.  It  is  here  marked 
wkfa.  a  note  of  reprobation. 
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Mice  cool  encreafes  and  wood  fafter,  butt  that 
eye  will  not  abait  of  my  rates.  Eye  heave  Ralph 
ufed  a  bove  as  core  all  ray  dye.  I  do  not  yet 
here  of  Mailer  Lucas  from  Caftle  Shane,  for 
whom  I  have  agreed,  and  have  kept  a  room.  If 
you  fee  Dr  Coghill,  perhaps  he  may  refolve  you 
what  I  have  to  depend  upon,  that  I  may  not  re- 
fufe  another  in  his  place.  I  wifh  with  all  my 
foul  you  were  here  before  my  chickens  and  ducks 
outgrow  the  proper  feafon  ;  as  for  the  geefe, 
they  have  ceafed  to  be  green,  and  are  now  old 
enough  to  fee  the  world,  which  they  do  as  far 
our  river  will  let  them  fail  commodioufly. 

Our  mutton  is  the  bed  I  ever  tailed,  fo  is  our 
beef,  our  trouts,  our  pheafants,  particularly  the 
eels.  Dear  Sir,  I  am  almoft  perfuaded  that  the 
journey  hither  will  not  only  remove  your  difor- 
der,  but  the  good  air  will  alfo  get  you  a  ilo- 
mach,  and  of  confequence  new  flefh,  and  good 
health.  Your  little  ilarts  to  the  country  from 
Dublin  only  make  your  lungs  play  quicker,  to 
draw  in  more  of  your  city-poifon  ;  whereas  be- 
ing here  with  me  in  the  midft  of  Arabia  Feiix, 
you  draw  in  nothing  hut  balfamick  aromatick 
air,  the  meaneft  odour  of  which  is  that  of  our 
bean-blofibm  and  lily  of  the  valley.  Every  one 
fwears  who  looks  on  my  face,  that  I  am  grown 
already  ten  years  younger  ;  and  this  I  am  almoft 
perfuaded  to  believe,  becaufe  I  labour  more  than 
ever,  drinJc  lefs,  fee  fewer  company,  and  have 
abundantly  more  fpirits.  Mrs  Sheridan  began 
her  athletic  gambols  by  cuffing  and  kicking  one 

of 
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of  the  maids  ;  for  which  I  gave  the  wench  mo- 
ney before  her  miftrefs,  with  inftru£tions  to  kick 
and  cuff  again  ;  which  had  the  effect  intended* 
We  have  been  quiet  ever  fince. 

I  have  almoil  finiflied  a  walk  of  half  a  mile 
for  you,  and  now  it  is  ready  for  a  coat  of  coarfe 
gravel  ;  for  I  cannot  afford  a  rolling-done ;  fo 
that  my  garden-walks  will  require  a  ftrong  pair 
of  German  (hoes.  To  my  great  grief,  I  hear 
that  my  Lord  Orrery  is  landed,  and  I  fear  will  not 
be  in  Dublin  at  my  Auguft  vacation.  You  are  too 
happy  while  he  is  in  Dublin  for  me  to  inveigle 
you  from  thence  with  all  the  charms  of  our  Ely- 
fium.  What  would  I  give  that  fome  necroman- 
cer would  fet  you  both  down  at  Cavan  upon  an 
eafy  cloud,  while  my  good  wine  lafts  ?  If  you 
would  think  it  proper  to  let  five  dozen  of  my 
Mullan's  wine  come  down  for  yourfelf,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  amifs  j  for  I  have  a  good  cool 
cellar  for  it.  I  befeech  you  to  let  me  know  the 
day  you  intend  to  fet  out,  that  I  may  meet  you 
at  Virginia ;  and  be  pleafed  be  there  on  a  Sa- 
turday. 

You  give  me  a  great  deal  of  good  advice  in 
your  letter,  for  which  I  return  you  my  hearty 
thanks,  and  I  wifh  with  all  my  foul  I  could  take 
it  as  eafily  as  you  give  it ;  but  alas  !  I  muft  fay, 
as  Taffo  did  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Antonio. 
Conflantini,  II  corifiglio  di  V.  S.  e  ottimo  ;  ma 
io  conofco  grandiflima  difHcoltii  nelP  efeguire  lo. 

Doctor .  was  a  fool  to  trouble  himfelf 

about  his  rampant  daughter  ;  for  he  may  be  affu- 
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red,  although  he  fecures  her  from  the  prefent 
lover,  fince  the  love-fit  is  upon  her,  {lie  will  try 
ritlicr  his  butler  or  coachman.  And  poor  fprift 
of  AJh  I  pity.  He  may  now  mourn  in  fackloth 
and  Afhes*  I  fappofe  he  is  fo  much  A/fj  aimed, 
that  he  is  worn  away  to  AJJj  add  dough  :  Vefey, 
it  feems,  was  AJh  Harper,  and  played  him  Afh- 
bitten  trick.  He  muft  have  been  AJJj  allow  fel- 
low, to  lofe  that  beautiful  Trollop  fo  eafiiy  -,  I 
beg  pardon,  I  ihould  have  faid  fo  Vealilv.  If  he; 
had  been  Afa  hay  rid  Ann,  he  would  not  have 
loft  her  fo  eafiiy. 

It  is  the  fafhion  here,  among  all  manner  of 
parties,  to  drink  the  Drapier's  health.  The  rea- 
fon  I  give  you  this  cawfhun  is,  that  you  may  not 
Ralph  ufc  it,  when  you  come  among  us. 

Ibis  fee  itch  yew  torn  eak  my  come  Plea  meant 
to  Mrs  Whiteway,  and  tell  her  no  one  in  Ireland 
fhall  be  more  welcome  to  my  lioufe  j  do  not  fail 
to  hawl  her  down  with  you.  I  can  billet  her  at 
a  relation's  houfe  ;  and  (he  can  live  and  joke  with 
us  the  befl  of  the  day.  Pray  let  me  know  her 
refolution,  that  I  may  fettle  my  mind  according- 

*• 

My  next  to  you  fliall  be  in  verfe,  and  what 

you  little  think  of;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered, 
becaufe  I  declare  folemrily,  I  am  an  utter  ftranger 
to  whit  I  intend,  either  as  to  meafure,  rhyme, 
«H6iion,  or  thought.  May  all  happinefs  attend 
you.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  all  refpect,  your  mod 
obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 
LETTER 
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DR     SHERIDAN     TO     DR     SWIFT. 
DEAR  SIR,  July  5.   1735. 

T  RECEIVED  your  two  receipts,  /'.  e.  race  eats, 
-•-  or  ray  feats,  and  as  foon  as  I  can  hear  of 
Higingbothom,  he  fhall  get  you  the  money.  The 
Bithop  of  Killmore  has  ordered  him  to  get  up 
all  he  can  for  him  in  the  firft  place  j  for  you  inuit 
know  that  the  Bifliop  has  my  bond  for  the  rent 
due  to  him,  together  with  the  fine,  when  I  re- 
newed with  him  the  lull  February.  This  made 
me  two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  in  his  debt. 
— The  moment  I  can  raife  the  devil  among  the- 
tenants,  I  will  fecure  your  poor  money.  At 
prefent  I  have  not  a  foufe  but  a  guinea  and  a 
half,  till  fome  bird  of  paiTage  brings  me  fome. 
You  muft  know  that  I  have  lately  been  be-Sher- 
idan'd.  A  damnable  rogue,  one  William  Sheri- 
dan, coufm  to  counfellor  Sheridan,  has  run  away 
threefcore  and  fix  pounds  in  my  debt.  He 
was  tenant  to  Drumcor  and  Bleny-cup,  part 
of  the  lands  which  I  fold  you.  I  writ  to  coun- 
fellor Callaghan  about  him,  and  he  tells  me  that 
I  muft  eje£l  him  legally  before  I  can  fet  to  another, 
although  I  have  no  dillrefs  on  the  land,  but  two 
acres  of  growing  wheat.  The  villain  keeps  within 
fix  miles  of  this  pbce,  and  will  not  give  up  his 
articles.  One  Smyth,  a  rich  grafier,  would  pay 
mod  of  his  arrear  to  get  into  the  lands  now.  I 

feut 
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fent  to  Mr  Hale  for  an  ejectment  and  a  writ, 
but  hear  nothing  of  it.  I  befeech  you  to  to  let  him 
have  Sheridan's  article,  and  Carter's  bond,  which 
you  have  among  the  papers  I  gave  you,  that  he 
may  fhew  them  to  counfellor  Robert  Callaghan  ; 
for  it  was  to  him  I  writ.  Be  pleafed  to  fend  me 
a  letter  of  attorney  to  receive  your  rents  of  Ma- 
rahills,  Drumcor,  and  BJeny-cup  ;  and  to  fet  the 
two  latter  at  forty  two  pounds  a-year,  which  was 
the  rent  payable  by  that  run-away  villain.  -You 
cannot  lofe,  but  I  muft  be  content  to  lofe  forty- 
fix  pounds.  Now  a  pox  of  all  lofles. To  bu- 

finefs  more  material. 

Eye  rage  hoife  X  C  Dingley  tuff  Hind  mile 
Order  or  Eyes  top  Afs  awe  inter  inn  Dubb  Line 
ann  <jamn  well  play  faid  two  fine  dimn  inn  afs 
teat  off  Mare  he  meant :  All  afs  Ice  he  knot  afs 
mile  inn  knack  wart  her  Thefe  Quires  he  rare 
fow  flow  eye  ca.ll.  Ann  they  par  Suns  fow  dan 
nab  lye  inn  fup  port  able  Eye  cann  knot  bay  rum. 
O'er  ay  Rum  (Sea  dye  two  wan)  ay  rue  awe  vye 
car,  O  raw  pray  bend  Harry,  O  rack  Yew  rat. 
Know  fes,  fee,  butt  adge,  ufe't  is  fack  woe  rum. 
Ho  !  Rum  !  Hah  !  Rum  !  Ho  !  Rum  !  fay  dye. 

I  have  no  news  from  our  parts,  but  that  my 
man  Pat  (upon  defiring  him  to  filence  our  dog) 
faid,  by  my  foul,  Sir,  he  would  bark  if  his  head 
were  cut  off.  He  prefents  his  humble  fervice  to 
your  Joe.  For  God  fake  come  as  foon  as  you 
can  poflibly,  while  our  weather  and  every  thing 
is  good.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moil  obedient 
tumble  fervant,  THOMAS  SHERID  AN. 

LETTER 
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LORD   HO\VTH   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

KUlfant,   July  6.  1735 

I  AM  very  much  obliged  to  my  good  Dean  of 
St  Patrick's  for  the  honour  he  did  me  in 
fitting  for  his  piclure  ;  and  have  wrote  to  Dr 
Grattan  to  give  Mr  Bindon  ftrick  charge  in  the 
finifhing  of  it  :  And  when  that  is  done,  to  bring 
it  to  his  houfe,  for  fear  I  ihould  get  a  copy  in- 
ftead  of  the  original.  I  am  very  much  concern- 
ed at  the  account  you  gave  me  of  your  health, 
but  don't  in  the  leaft  doubt  but  the  change  of 
air  would  be  of  fervice  to  you,  and  a  mod  hearty 
welcome  you  may  be  fure  of.  The  Archbiftiop 
of  Camel  told  me  he  would  wait  on  you  the  day 
after  he  went  to  Dublin  j  and  does  mightily  ad- 
mire he  has  not  feen  you  oftener.  I  have  taken 
your  advice,  and  kept  very  good  hours  fince  I 
came  laft  here.  Every  fecond  day  I  am  out  fix 
or  feven  hours  at  otter-hunting.  As  to  reading 
and  working,  my  wife  obferves  yoiTr  directions  : 
And  could  wifh  fhe  would  do  the  fame  as  to  ex- 
ercife.  She  defires  me  to  tell  you  that  the  li- 
king flie  has  to  the  Baboon  *  is  out  of  the  true 
regard  (he  has  for  you,  he  being  one  of  your 

greateft 

*  The  Biflio,p  of  OfTory  fo  called. 

Could  you  fee  his  grim,  for  a  pound  to  a  penny, 
You'd  fwear  it  muft  be  the  Baboon  of  Kilkenny. 

Vid.  Swift's  poem  on  the  Bijliops. 
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greateft  favourites.  Your  giant  f  will  ufe  her 
endeavours  to  make  Lord  Bacon  a  liar,  and  in- 
ftead  of  adding  two  inches  to  her  height,  would 
be  very  well  fatisfied  to  part  with  four.  I  am 
very  forry  Mrs  Achefon  is  too  much  out  of  or- 
der :  She  is  one  I  have  a  great  regard  for ;  and 
ihall  defire  the  favour  of  you  to  give  my  wife's 
fervice  and  mine  to  her,  and  Lady  Achefon, 
•when  you  fee  them.  1  thank  God  my  family 
and  I  are  very  well.  Some  time  this  fummer  I 
defign  drinking  Ballifpelling  waters  for  a  month. 
As  for  news  we  have  no  fuch  thing  here  ;  only 
the  Baboon  has  done  his  vifitation  ;  that  is,  he 
goes  into  the  churches  and  looks  about,  then 
a(ks  the  tumbler  Sikes  how  long  they  have  been 
coming  ?  So  long  fays  Sikes.  Aye,  replies  the 
Baboon,  and  we  (hall  be  as  long  going  back  ;  fo 
mounts  his  horfe  and  away.  T/ho  durftfaythe 
church  is  in  danger  when  we  have  fo  good  bi- 
fhops  ?  My  wife  and  all  here  join  in  their  kind 
fervice  to  the  Drapier.  I  am,  good  Mr  Dean, 
your  mod  allured  and  affectionate  humble  fer- 
vant, 

HOWTH. 


LETTER 


\  Mifs  Rice,  aw  exceeding  tall  young  Lady,  and  uiecc 
to  my  Lord  Ho  will. 
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LADY   B G TO   DR  SWIFT. 

London ,    Jufy  the  iitb.  1735. 

I  HAVE  not  anfwered  your's  of  the  I5th  of 
June  fo  foon  as  I  (hould  ;  but  the  Duke  of 
Dorfet  had  anfwered  all  your's  e'er  your  letter 
came  to  my  hands.  So  I  hope  all  caufes  of  com- 
plaint are  at  an  end,  and  that  he  has  (hewed 
himfelf,  as  he  is,  much  your  friend  and  humble 
fervant,  though  he  wears  a  garter,  and  had  his 
original  from  Normandy,  if  heralds  don't  lie, 
or  his  grannums  did  not  play  falfe  ;  and  whilfl 
he  is  Lord  Lieutenant  (which  I  heartily-  wifli 
may  not  be  much  longer)  I  dare  fay  will  be  very 
glad  of  an  opportunity  to  do  what  you  recom- 
mend to  him.  Thus  far  will  I  anfwer  for  his 
trace,  though  he  is  now  in  the  country,  and 
cannot  fubfcribe  to  it  himfelf. 

Now  to  quite  another  affair.  The  Countefs 
of  Suffolk  (whom  you  know  I  have  long  had  a 
great  efteem  and  value  for)  has  been  fo  good  and 
gracious  as  to  take  my  brother  George  Berkeley 
for  better  for  worfe ;  though  I  hope  in  God  ths 
lad  will  not  happen,  becaufe  I  think  he  is  an 
honeft  good-natured  man.  The  town  is  fur- 
prifed  ;  and  the  town  talks,  as  the  town  loves 
to  do,  upon  thefe  ordinary  extraordinary  occa- 
fions.  She  is  indeed  four  or  five  years  older 
than  he,  and  no  more  ;  but  for  all  that,  he  hath 

VOL.  XVII.  Y  appeared- 
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appeared  to  all  the  -world,  as  well  as  me,  to 
have  long  had  (that  is,  ever  fince  fhe  hath  been 
a  widow,  fo  pray  don't  rniftake  me)  a  mod  vio- 
lent paffion  for  her,  as  well  as  efteem  and  value 
for  her  numberlefs  good  qualities.  Thefe  things 
•well  considered,  I  do  not  think  they  have  above 
ten  to  one  againft  their  being  very  happy  :  And 
if  they  fhould  not  be  fo,  I  fhall  heartily  wifli 
him  hanged,  becaufe  I  am  lure  it  wM  be  wholly 
his  fault.  As  to  her  fortune,  though  fhe  has 
been  twenty  years  a  court-favourite,  yet  I  doubt 
fhe  has  been  too  difinterefted  to  enlarge  it,  as  o- 
thers  would  have  done.  And  Sir  Robert  *,  her 
greateft  enemy,  does  not  tax  her  with  getting 
quite  forty  thoufand  pounds.  I  wiih — but  fear 
it  is  not  near  that  fum.  But  what  fhe  has  flic 
never  told  me,  nor  have  I  afked  ;  but  whatever 
it  is,  they  muft  live  accordingly  ;  and  he  had  of 
his  own  wherewithal  to  live  by  himfelf  eafily 
and  genteely.  In  this  hurry  of  matrimony  I  had 
like  to  forget  to  anfwer  that  part  of  your  letter, 
where  you  fay,  you  never  heard  of  our  being  in 
print  together.  I  believe  it  was  about  twenty 
years  ago,  Mr  Curll  fet  forth  letters  amorous, 
fatirical,  and  gallant,  between  Dr  Swift,  Lady 
Mary  Chamber,  Lady  Betty  Germain,  and  Mrs 
Anne  Long,  and  feveral  other  perfons.  I  am. 
afraid  fome  of  my  people  ufcd  them  according 
to  their  defert ;  for  they  have  not  appeared  a- 
bove  ground  this  great  while.  And  now  to  the 
addition  of  writing  the  brave  large  hand  you 
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make  me  do  for  you,    I  have  bruifed  my  fingers 
prodigiouily, 


LETTER      DCXLIV. 

DR   SHERIDAN    TO    DR   SWIFT. 
DE   ARMIS    TER    DE    AN,  July   15.    1735. 

URIT  tome  fum  time  ago  an  diam  redito  an- 
fer  it  thus.  A  lac  a  de  mi  illinc,  ducis 
in  it,  is  nptabit  fit  fora  de  an ;  it  is  more 
fit  for  a  puppi.  Hufit  toti.  Irritato  ripam 
flet  an  Dicti  toral  c  ver  ibit.  Die  is  abell 
Die  is  a  ferpenti  fe.  Die  is  a  turdl  fe.  Die 
is  a  fartor.  Die  is  pifti  fe.  Die  is  a  vix 
en.  Die  is  as  qui  ter  in  nafti  fulli  mufli  cur. 
Die  is  arantur.  Die  is  ab  a  boni  fe.  Sed  Ito 
Di£U  cantu  cum  in  as  a  dans  in  mas  ter  an  dans 
ab  ori  ora  minuet.  Da  me  I  £do  fed  Die.  Qms 
mi  ars  fe  diu  puppi,  Ure  as  turdi  rufi  an  fed  I. 
Ure  a  tori  villa  in  fed  Die.  Ure.  fit  fora  g^ilus 
fed  I  j  an  dume  dia  dans  in.  Ure  aras  calli  cur 
fed  Die.  Dicli  fed  I  ure  regis  a  farto  me. 

Tanti  vi  fed  1  tanti  vi 

Hi  fora  Die  in  apri  vi. 

Ime  Die  as  te  mas  amo  ufe  foralis  angor.  I  re 
collefta  piper,  fed  I,  an  dat  rumpetur,  an  da  fu- 
me cur,  an  ad  rumor,  an  das  qui  re,  an  ab  lac  a 
more  in  ure  cum  pani,  an  da  de  al  more  me  ac 
in  a  geilo  uti.  It  is  ali  ad  a  me  fed  Die,  as  fu- 
ras  iftinc.  Senfu  crcfo  I  crcrio  more. 

I  cum  here  formo  ni.     Itis  apparent  I  canta  ve 
Y  2  mi 
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mi  mserenr,  mi  tenentis  tardi.  I  curfim  c  veri 
de  nota  peni  cani  res.  I  ambit.  Mi  ftomachis 
a  cor  morante  ver  re  ad  ito  digefta  me  ale  in  a 
minute.  I  eat  nolam,  noram,  no  dux,  I  gene- 
rali  eat  a  quale  carbone  dedat  fuper  an  da  qualis 
as  fine  abit  as  arabit.  I  es  ter  de  I  eat  atro  ut 
at  abit.  De  vilis  in  mi  a  petite.  A  cruftis  mi 
de  lite.  (I  neu  Eumenides  ago  eat  tuent  times 
more).  As  unde  I  eat  off  buccas  fatas  mi  arfis. 
O  nam  unde  I  eat  fum  pes.  A  tu  es  de  I  eat  a- 
pud  in  migra  num  edit.  A  venis  de  I  eat  fum 
pafti.  Poft  de  notabit.  Afri  de  abit  ab  re  ad. 
A  Satur  de  fum  tripes. 

Luis  is  mus  tr  in  ter  in  an  armi  an  de  fines 
carri  in  et  as  far  as  I  tail,  fum  fe  germani.  I  do 
es  alarum  mus ;  De  vel  partum.  I  fani  nues  is 
fito  rito  me  dire&o  me  at  cava  ni  Virgini  a.  Mi- 
fer  vice  tomi  de  ter  an,  Capta  in  pari,  Doftor  de 
lanij,  Major  Folli  ut ;  an  mi  complemento  mi  de 
armis  trefles,  e  fpeciali  WRLL. 

t  I  am  at  ure  verens  his  cervice 

fore  ver  an  de  ver. 


LETTER      DCXLV. 

DR  SHERIDAN    TO  DR   SWIFT. 
DEAR  SIR,  July    \6.   1735. 

T  RECEIVED  your  twenty  pounds  from  Lord 
A  Lanefborough's  agent  yefterday,  and  it  tra- 
vels to  you  from  this  on  Saturday  next,  by  one 

John 
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John  Donaldfon,  one  of  our  nobility.  You  will 
get  it  I  believe  on  Monday.  You  have  nothing 
to  fay  to  the  280  1.  you  mention.  That  is,  I  told 
you  the  fine  and  rent  of  Drumlane,  which  I  owe 
the  Bimop,  and  which  will  be  paid  him  Augufl 
26th.  I  cleared  off  the  rent  which  I  owed  him 
for  your  purchafe  the  other  day,  or  I  fhould  have 
fent  your  poor  money,  poor  as  I  am,  before  this. 
Now  are  you  fattsfied  that  I  am  not  negligent 
or  giddy  :  But  what,  in  the  name  of  Qod,  is  the 
matter  with  you  to  delay  fo  long  ?  Can  I  over- 
fee  my  workmen  and  a  fchool  too  ?  If  you  will 
not  come  and"  take  your  charge  in  hand,  I  muifc 
employ  ibme  body  elfe.  There  U  a  long  walk 
begun  ;  (tones  a-drawing  home  for  an  addition 
to  my  hoaie  :  The  fchool-houfe  repaired  at  the 
charge  of  the  country  :  A  gravel-walk  from  the 
market-crofs  to  my  houfe,  at  the  town's  expence: 
Item,  a  gravel-walk  by  the  river,  which  will  all 
require  your  attendance.  As  you  were  a  good 
and  faithful  overfeer  of  my  improvements  at 
Quilca,  I  am  willing  to  employ  you  rather  than 
another  ;  therefore  I  expeft  your  anfwer  imme- 
diately, for  the  fummer  is  flying  off  apace.  My 
Lord  Orrery  writ  to  me,  that  he  would  come 
from  Munfter  to  fee  me  foon  ;  if  yoit  will  but 
have  the  prudence  to  be  here,  you  may  have  a 
fair  opportunity  of  recommending  yourfelf  to 
him  j  and  I  mall  perhaps  give  you  the  character 
of  a  vigilant  overfeer,  if  I  lind  you  be  not  alter- 
ed fince  you  were  laft  in  my  fervice- 

Now  to  be  ferioup.     I  {hall  fend  you  fome  ve- 
Y  3  nifori 
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tiifon  foon.  You  fhall  know  next  Monday  when 
it  fets  out  -,  and  you  are  to  difpofe  of  it  thus  : 
To  Dr  Helfham,  four  cuts. 

Dr  Delany,  four. 

Mrs  Helfham,  one  and  a  half. 

Mrs  Whiteway,  ditto. 

Lady  Achefon,  becaufe  of  her  good  fto- 
mach,  three  fcruples. 

Mr  Warrel  a  pound  and  a  quarter. 
Pray  let  them  be  all  wrapt  up   in   clean  paper, 
and  fent  to  the  feveral  above-mentioned  perfons. 
Dine  upon  the  reft  with  your  own  company. 

I  have  got  you  a  mare,  a  very  eafy  trotter : 
She  fhall  go  up  with  the  venifon.  Whether  fhe 
will  be  fhy  at  your  city  objects,  I  know  not : 
Here  fhe  is  not  in  the  leaft.  Your  befl  way  will 
be  to  let  your  fervant  ride  her.  She  is  one  of 
my  own  rearing,  fprung  of  a  good-natured  family. 
If  you  like,  fhe  cofts  you  nothing  but  a  low  bow 
when  you  come  to  Cavan.  I  have  a  chaife  juft 
finifhed  to  the  lining  in  Dublin,  made  by  a  man 
fo  much  in  my  debt :  It  will  be  your  beft  way  to 
come  down  in  it.  I  tell  you  a  project  I  have, 
•which  I  believe  will  do  :  My  fcholars  are  to  club 
and  build  me  a  little^library  in  my  garden.  The 
lime  and  ftones  (freeftone)  are  in  my  own  fields, 
and  building  is  dog-cheap  here. 

I  befeeeh  you  let  me  know  how  foon  you  will 
be  here,  that  all  things  may  be  to  your  heart's 
defire :  Such  venifon  !  fuch  mutton  !  fuch  fmall 
beer!  fuch  chickens  !  fuch  butter!  fuch  trouts ! 
fuch  pouts !  fuch  ducks  !  fuch  beef !  fuch  fifh  ! 

fuch 
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fuch  eels  !  fuch  turkies !  fuch  fields !  fuch  groves ! 
fuch  lakes  !  fuch  ladies  !  fuch  fruit !  fuch  pota- 
toes !  fuch  rafp-berries !  fuch  bilberries !  and  fuch 
a  boat  as  Mr  Hamilton's,  were  never  yet  feen  in 
any  one  country  yet! 

Owe  for  tune  a  toes  keen  me  'um  bone  gnaw 
figh  (hoe  awa  knower  in't  Cave  Ann  eye. 

God  Almighty  blefs  you,  and  fend  you  fafe  to 
our  Elyfium.  My  fervice  to  Mrs  Whiteway, 
and  every  body  in  Dublin,  man,  woman,  and 
child.  I  am,  with  all  refpecl:,  your  moft  obedient 
and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN, 


LETTER      DCXLVI. 

EARL  OF  ORRERY  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

Limerick,  July  18.  173^ 

OFF  break  to  forced  and,  interrupted  !  Alas ! 
alas!  Bays  quoth  i'faith  fimile  good  a. 
Paris  at  Vicloire  de  Place  the  round  driving  Ber- 
lin a  of  noife  the  like,  brains  my  round  rowl 
that  head  my  in  words  of  jumble  of  kind  a  have 
I  fo  and :  Sex  or  perfon  of  diftin£tion  either 
without,  about  promifcoufly  ears  his  lent  nine- 
teenth the  but,  noify  very  were  which  of  eighteen; 
table  at  day  to  people  nineteen  were  we. 

Strong  get  cannot  I  when  beer  fmall  with  my- 
felf  contenting  ever,  moon  the  with  fatisfied  be 
to  learn  will  I  but:  Again  fun  the  fee  never 

ihall 
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(hall  we  believe  1 5  furamer  than  winter  like  more 
much  and,  indeed  weather  tefrible  is  this  O. 
Phyfician  a  other  the,  divine  a  one,  doctors  two 
the  to  fafhion  and  invention  own  my  communi- 
cate will  you  hope  and,  Englifh  writing  of  fample 
new  a  you  offer  here  I,  Latin  writing  of  method 
new  a  me  teach  to  kind  fo  been  have  you  as  but. 
Honour  and  atchievements  of  fearch  in  far  thus 
come  am  and,  Mancha  la  from  out  fet  am  I  that 
know  you  let  to  is  this.  You  to  inconvenient 
be  may  writing  that  imagine  I  when  it  curb  al- 
ways will  I,  Dean  Mr  Good, 

great  fo  ever  be 

you  from  hear  to  defire 

My  Let. 


LETTER      DCXLVII. 

MR  MOTTE  TO  DR  SWIFT. 
HONOURED  SIR, 

I  HAVE  not  had  an  opportunity  of  writing  to. 
you  otherwife  than  by  the  poll  for  above  a 
twelvemonth,  and  though  in  that  time  I  did  trou- 
ble you  with  a  letter  or  two  relating  to  Mr  Lan- 
celot's bufinefs,  yet  I  thought  proper  to  mention 
only  what  related  to  that  particular,  confidering 
I  was  then  under  the  hands  of  the  !?.\r,  \\  hence  I 
wasnotdifcharged  till  thelaft  day  of  rhe  laftterm. 
I  "don't  doubt  but  you  have  heard  before  now, 

that 
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that  Mrs  Barber  was  difcharged  at  the  fame 
time. 

I  defired,  therefore,  Mrs  Hyde  *  to  deliver 
this  to  your  own  hand,  and  make  bold  to  trouble 
you  with  an  account  of  fonie  tranfa£lions  which 
have  happened  within  thefe  two  years,  which  I 
have  long  wiftied  for  the  pleafure  of  doing  by 
word  of  mouth,  in  hopes  my  behaviour  would  be 
excufed  at  lead  (if  not  approved)  by  you,  the 
aflurance  whereof  I  fliould  receive  with  the  ut- 
mod  fatisfa£Hon. 

Soon  after  Mr  Pilkington  had  received  the 
twenty  guineas  you  ordered  me  to  pay  him,  the 
Life  and  Character  was  offered  me,  though  not 
by  his  own  hands,  yet  by  his  means,  as  I  was  af- 
terwards convinced  by  many  circumftances  :  one 
was,  that  he  corrected  the  proof  fheets  with 
his  own  hand  >  and  as  he  faid  he  had  feen  the 
original  of  that  piece,  I  could  not  imagine  he 
would  have  fuffered  your  name  to  be  put  to  it, 
if  it  had  not  been  genuine.  When  I  found,  by 
youradvertifement,  and  the  letter  you  were  pleaf- 
ed  to  write  to  me,  that  I  had  been  deceived  by 
him,  I  acled  afterwards  with  more  referve,  and 
refufed  a  pamphlet  about  Norton's  will,  which 
he  pretended  came  from  an  eminent  hand.  It 
was  bought  afterwards  by  another  bookfeller, 
who  printed  it,  and  loft  money  by  it. 

He  could  not  forbear  obferving  my  coldnefs, 
and  applied  to  Mr  Gilliver  about  the  copy  of 
verfes  for  which  we  are  all  brought  into  trouble  5 

and'j 

"  \Vido\v  to  Mr  Hyde,  bookfeller,    ro  Dublin. 
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and,  by  the  way,  when  once  an  aftair  was  com- 
municated to  two  perfons,  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  any  one,  how  juft  and  faithful  ibever, 
to  anfwer  for  it's  being  kept  a  fecret.  It  was 
publifhed  three  months  before  it  was  taken  no- 
tice of-,  and  when  the  printer  was  taken  up,  and 
had  named  Gilliver  as  the  bookfeller,  and  it  was 
reported  a  warrant  was  out  againft  G.  and  he 
was  likely  to  be  apprehended  next  morning, 
we  t\vo  had  a  meeting  over-night,  and  I  promi- 
fed  to  take  the  advice  of  a  gentleman  of  fenfe 
and  honour,  whole  name  I  did  not  mention  to 
him,  and  to  meet  G.  early  the  next  morning  at 
a  certain  tavern  to  confult  farther.  Accord- 
ingly I  went  to  a  gentleman  in  Cork-ftreet,  and 
from  thence  to  the  tavern  we  had  appointed  to 
to  meet  at,  where,  after  I  had  waited  above  an 
hour,  a  mefTage  was  fent  me  that  I  need  ilay  no 
longer,  for  Mr  G.  was  gone  to  Weftminfter  and 
would  not  come.  I  went  to  fee  him  in  the 
meffenger's  hands ;  but  he  was  fo  clofely  watch- 
ed by  a  couple  of  fharp  fluts,  the  meflenger's 
daughters,  that  I  could  fay  nothing  to  him,  but 
about  indifferent  matters.  The  confequence 
•was,  he  was  examined,  and  made  a  confelfton, 
like  poor  Dr  Yalden's,  of  all  that  he  knew,  and 
more  too  ;  naming  Mr  Pilkington  firft,  and  then 
myfelf;  which  laft,  as  many  people  have  told 
me,  was  unnecelTury  ;  only,  as  he  before  faid,  he 
was  relblved,  if  he  came  into  trouble,  I  Ihould 
have  a  fliare  of  it,  though  I  offered,  in  cafe  he 
would  not  name  rat,  that  1  would  bear  one 

half 
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half  of  his  expences.  This  confeflion  of  his,  to- 
gether with  his  bearing  the  character  of  a  weal- 
thy man,  expofed  him  to  an  information  ;  but  as 
it  was  not  my  bufmefs  to  be  induftrious  in  recol- 
lecting what  pait  three  months  before,  I  could 
not  remember  any  riling  that  could  affect  me  or 
any  body  elfe. 

I  am  forry  for  the  trouble  this  has  caufed  to 
poor  Mrs  Barber.  1  faw  her  the  other  day  ;  (he 
was  confined  to  her  bed  with  the  gout.  She 
defired,  when  I  wrote,  that  I  would  prefent  her 
humble  fervice  to  you. 

I  would  be  glad  to  receive  your  directions 
what  I  mud  do  with  the  two  notes  I  have  under 
Mr  Pilkington's  hand,  often  guineas  each.  They 
were  allowed  by  you  in  the  laft  account  we  fet- 
tled ;  but  whether  you  would  pleafe  they  fhould 
be  destroyed  or  fent  over  to  you,  I  am  not  cef- 
tain,  as  for  the  (late  of  the  account,  as  I  have 
heard  no  exceptions  to  it,  I  flatter  myfelf  you 
find  it  all  right, 

Mr  Faulkner's  impreflion  of  four  volumes  has 
had  its  run.  I  was  advifed  that  it  was  in  my 
power  to  have  given  him  and  his  agents  fuffici- 
ent  vexation,  by  applying  to  the  law ;  but  that 
I  could  not  fus  him  without  bringing  your  name 
into  a  court  of  juftice,  which  absolutely  deter- 
mined me  to  be  pafiive.  I  am  told  he  is  about 
printing  them  in  an  edition  in  twelves  ;  in  which 
cafe  I  humbly  hope  you'll  pleafe  to  lay  your  com- 
mands upon  him  (which,  if  he  has  any  fenfe  of 
gratitude,  muft  haVc  the  fame  power  as  an  in- 
junction 
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junction  in  chancery)  to  forbear  fending  them 
over  here.  If  you  think  this  requeft  to  be  rea- 
fonable,  I  know  you  will  comply  with  it :  If  not, 
I  fubmit. 

As  we  once  had  a  meeting  upon  this  affair, 
and  he  may  pofiibly  have  mifreprefented  the  of- 
fers he  then  made  me  -,  I  beg  leave  to  allure  you 
that  his  propofal  was,  that  I  fhould  have  paid 
him  a  larger  price  for  the  book  than  I  could  have 
had  it  printed  for  here  in  England  ;  and  furely  I 
had  the  fame  right  of  printing  them  here,  as  he 
had  in  Ireland,  efpecially  having  bought  and 
paid  for  them.  If  he  made  any  other  offer,  I 
declare  I  mifunderflood  him  •,  and  I  am  fure,  if 
I  had  complied  with  thofe  terms,  I  fliould  have 
been  a  laughing-ftock  to  the  whole  trade. 

Mr  Pope  has  publifhed  a  fecond  volume  of 
his  poetical  works,  of  which,  I  fuppofe,  he  has 
made  you  a  prefent.  I  am  furprifed  to  fee  he 
owns  fo  little  in  the  four  volumes  ;  and  fpeaks 
of  thefe  few  things  as  inconfulerable.  I  am  a 
ftranger  to  what  part  of  the  copy-money  he  re- 
ceived ;  but  you,  who  know  better,  are  a  com- 
petent judge  whether  he  deferved  it.  I  always 
thought  the  Art  of  Sinking  was  his,  though  he 
there  difowns  it. 

Curll's  edition  of  Letters  to  and  from  Mr 
Pope,  I  fuppofe  you  have  feen.  They  were  ta- 
ken notice  of  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  and  Curll 
was  ruffled  for  them  in  a  manner,  as,  to  a  man 
of  lefs  impudence  than  his  own,  would  have  been 
very  unesfy.  It  has  provoked  Mr  Pope  to  pro- 
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rnife  the  \rorld  a  genuine  edition,  with  mrny 
additions.  Tis  plain  the  rafcal  has  no  know- 
ledge of  thofe  letters  -of  your's  that  Kwin  of 
Cambridge  has.  Few  as  they  are,  he  would 
t  ick  fome  trafh  to  them,  and  make  a  five  or  fix 
(hilling  book  of  them. 

The  Perfian  Letters  have  been  well  received, 
fo  I  chofe  to  fend  them  ;  befides  that,  they  make 
a  convenient  cover  for  this  letter. 

Mr  Tooke,  who  defires  me  to  prefent  his  moft 
humble  ferviee  to  you,  acquainted  me  fome  time 
ago  of  your  intention  to  ere£t  an  hofpital  for  lu- 
natics and  idiots.  I  am  glad  to  find,  by  the 
news-papers,  that  fp  noble  a  defign  proceeds ; 
for  befides  the  general  benefit  to  mankind  that 
is  obvious  to  every  body,  I  am  perfuaded  there 
will  a  particular  one  arife  by  your  example  ; 
namely,  that  you  will  lay  down  a  fcheme  which 
•will  be  a  pattern  for  future  founders  of  public 
hofpitals,  to  prevent  many  of  the  vile  abufes, 
which,  in  procefs  of  time,  do  creep  into  thofe 
foundations,  by  the  indolence,  ignorance,  or 
knavery  of  the  truftees.  I  have  fecn  fo  many 
fcandalous  inftances  of  mifapplications  of  that 
kind,  as  have  raifed  my  indignation  fo,  that  I 
can  hardly  think  upon  it  with  temper;  and 
heartily  congratulate  you,  that  a  heart  to  bellow, 
is  joined  in  you  with  a  head  to  contrive  :  And 
therefore,  without  any  mercenary  views,  (at  the 
fame  time  not  declining  any  infeance  of  your  fa- 
vour), I  would  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  as,  while 
your  thoughts  are  employed  in  this  generous  un- 

VOL.  XVII.  Z  dcrtaking, 
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dertaking,  you  mud  neceflarily  confider  it  in 
the  light  I  have  placed  it  in  ;  fo  if  you  would 
pleafe  to  communicate  thefe  thoughts  to  the 
public,  you  might  poflibly  give  ufeful  hints  to 
perfons  of  fortune  and  benc6cent  intentions, 
though  of  inferior  "abilities.  I  heartily  wifli  you 
fuccefs  in  this  and  all  other  your  undertakings; 
being,  with  grateful  refpeft,  Sir,  your  obliged 
and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

B.  MOTTE. 

London,    July  31.  ~£ 

1735-         3 

Upon  fecond  thoughts,  I  have  inclofed  Mr 
Pilkington's  two  notes  ;  for  I  don't  fee  how 
they  can  poffibly  be  of  any  fervice  to  you 
on  this  fide  the  water. 


LETTER      DCXLVIII. 

DR  SHERIDAN   TO   DR  SWIFT. 
DEAR   SIR,  .       Auglljl  13-    1735. 

BECAUSE  of  fome  droping  young  lads  coming 
to  me,  and  becaufe  it  was  impoffible  for  me 
to  get  any  money  before  the  23d  of  this  month, 
I  could  not  fix  my  vacation.  Now  I  do.  On 
Saturday  fe'n-night,  the  23d,  I  fet  out  for  Du- 
blin to  bring  you  home  :  And  fo,  without  Ifs, 
Ands,  and  Ors,  get  ready  before  our  fields  be 
ftript  of  all  their  gaiety.  I  thank  God,  I  have 
everv  good  thing  in  plenty  but  money  ;  and  that, 
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as  affairs  are  likely  to  go,  will  not  be  my  com- 
plaint a  month  longer.  Belturbet  fair  will  make 
me  an  emperor.  1  have  all  this  town,  and  fix 
men  of  rny  own,  at  work  at  this  jun&ure,  to 
make  you  a  winter  walk  by  the  river  fide  ;  I  haye 
raifed  mountains  of  gravel,  and  diverted  the  ri- 
ver's courfe  for  that  end Regis  Opus,  you 

will  wonder  and  be  delighted  when  you  fee  it. 
Your  works  at  Quilca  are  to  be  as  much  inferior 
to  ours  here,  as  a  fugar-loaf  to  an  Egyptian  py- 
ramid. We  had  a  county  of  Armagh  rogue, 
one  Mackay,  hanged  yefterday:  Griffith  the  play- 
er never  made  fo  merry  an  exit.  He  invited  his 
audience  the  night  before,  with  a  promife  of  gi- 
ving them  fuch  a  fpeech  from  the  gallows  as 
they  never  heard :  And  indeed  he  made  his 
words  good  ;  for  no  man  was  ever  merrier  at  a 
chridening  than  he  was  upon  the  ladder. 

When  he  mounted  to  his  proper  height,  he 
turned  his  face  to  each  fide  of  the  gallows,  and 
faid,  in  a  chearful  manner,  Hah,  my  friend,  I 
am  come  to  you  at  lafl !  Then  turning  to  the 
people,  Gentlemen,  you  need  not  iland  fo  thick, 
for  the  fartheft  mall  hear  me  as  eafily  as  the 
nearefl.  Upon  this  a  fellow  interrupted  him, 
and  afked  him,  Did  he  know  any  thing  of  a  grey 
mare  which  was  ftolen  from  him  ?  Why,  what 
if  I  (hould,  would  you  pay  for  a  mafs  for  my 
foul  ?  Ay,  by  G— ,  faid  the  fellow,  will  I  pay 
for  feven.  Why  then,  faid  the  criminal  laugh- 
ing, I  know  nothing  of  your  mare.  After  this 
he  entertained  the  company  with  two  hours  Hi- 
Z  2  ftory 
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ftory  of  his  vilianies,  in  aloud  unconcerned  voice, 
At  laft  he  concluded,  with  his  humhle  fervice  to 
one  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  town,  defiring  that 
he  might  give  him  a  night's  lodging,  which  was 
all  he  would  trouble  him  for.  He  was  not  the 
leaft  touched  by  any  liquor;  but  foberly  and  in- 
trepidly defired  the  hangman  to  do  his  office  : 
And  at  laft  went  ofF  with  a  joke.  Match  me 
this  with  any  of  your  EnglHhmen,  if  you  can. 
I  have  no  more  news  from  Cavan,  but  that  you 
have  all  their  hearts,  and  mine  among  the  reil, 
if  it  be  worth  any  thing.  My  love  and  fervice  to 
Mrs  Whiteway,  and  ail  friends.  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
your  moil  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 


LETTER      DCXLIX. 

LORD   B TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  DEAN,  Cirencejter,  Sept.  13.  1735. 

THOUGH  you  never  anfwer  any  of  my  let- 
ters, and  I  can  never  have  a  line  from 
you,  except  in  parliament  time  about  an  Irifh 
caufe,  I  do  infill  that  without  delay  you  give  me, 
either  byyourfelf  or  agents,  immediate  fa tisf ac- 
tion in  thefe  points.  Firft,  whether  the  article 
which  I  read  in  the  news  about  one  Butler,  a 
{hooting  parfon,  be  true  or  not ;  fecondly,  whe- 
ther he  has  yet  begged  p.mion,  and  attefted  upon 
oath  that  it  was  without  defign,  and  by  accident 

that 
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that  the  gun  went  off.  In  cafe  the  fa&  be  true, 
and  that  he  has  not  yet  made  any  fuflkient  or 
reafonable  excufe,  I  require  of  you  that  you  do 
immediately  get  fome  able  painter  to  draw  his 
picture,  ami  fend  it  over  to  me,  and  I  will  order 
a  great  number  of  prints  to  be  made  of  it,  which 
(hall  be  difperfed  over  all  parts  of  the  known 
world,  that  fuch  a  worthlefs  rafcal  may  not  go 
any  where  without  being  known.  I  make  no 
doubt  of  his  being  immediately  drove  out  of  Ire- 
land, fuch  a  brutal  attempt  upon  the  Drapier 
cannot  be  borne  there;  and  he  won't  venture 
into  England  when  thefe  prints  of  his  perfon  are 
fent  about,  for  he  would  certainly  be  knocked 
on  the  head  in  the  firfl  village  he  paffed  through. 
Perhaps  he  may  think  to  Ikulk  in  Holland,  the 
common  refuge  of  all  fcoundrels ;  but  he  will 
foon  find  out  that  Dr  Swuft  (for  fo  they  pro- 
nounce the  name-)  is  in  great  efteem  there,  for 
his  learning  and  political  writings.  In  France 
he  would  meet  with  worfe  reception;  for  his 
wit  is  relifhed  there,  and  many  of  his  tracts, 
though  ipoiled  by  tranflation,  are  yet  more  ad- 
mired than  what  is  writ  by  any  among  rhemfelves. 
Should  he  go  into  Spain,  he  would  find  Don 
Suifto  is  in  the  higheft  eftimation, 'being  thought 
to  be  lineally  defcended  from  Mjguel  de  Cervan- 
tes by  a  daughter  of  Quevedo's.  Perhaps  he 
may  think  to  be  fafe  in  Poland  during  the  time 
of  thefe  troubles  j  but  I  can  affure  him,  from  the 
mouth  of  a  Polifh  lady,  who  was  lately  in  Lon- 
don, by  name  Madam  de  Monmorancy  (for  flie 
Z  3  was 
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was  married  to  a  French  gentleman  of  that  great 
family)  that  Dr  Swift  is  perfectly  well  known 
there  ;  and  (he  was  very  felicitous  to  know  whe- 
ther he  were  a  Stanifiaift  or  not,  fhe  being  a  zea- 
lous partisan  for  that  caufc. 

Now  if  this  brute  of  a  parfon  fhould  find  no 
fecurity  in  Europe,  and  therefore  Hip  into  the 
Eafl-Indies  in  fomo  Dutch  (hip,  for  a  Dutchman 
may  be  found,  who  would  carry  the  devil  for  a 
ftiver  or  two  extraordinary  ;  he  will  be  con- 
foundedly furprifed  to  find  that  Dr  Swift  is 
known  in  China,  and  that  next  to  Confucius  his 
•writings  are  in  the  grcated  elieem.  The  mifiion- 
aries  have  tranilated  feveral  European  books  in- 
to their  language;  but  I  am  well  informed  thnt 
none  of  them  have  tnken  fo  well  as  his  •,  and  the 
Chinefe,  who  are  a  very  ingenious  people,  rec- 
kon Sif  the  only  author  worth  reading.  It  is 
•well  known  that  in  Perfia  Kouli-Can  was  at  the 
pains  to  tranilate  his  works  himfelf  ;  being  born 
a  Scotfman,  he  underilood  them  very  well,  and 
I  am  credibly  informed  that  he  read  The  Battle 
of  the  Books  that  night,  before  he  gave  that  great 
defeat  to  the  Perfi.m  army.  If  he  hears  of  this, 
he  may  imagine  that  he  fhall  find  good  reception 
at  Conftantinople  ;  but  he  will  be  bit  there  ;  for 
many  years  ago  an  Englifh  renegado  flave  tran- 
ilated EfFendi  Soif  far  them,  and  told  them  it 
was  writ  by  an  Englishman,  with  a  defrgn  to  in- 
troduce the  Mahometan  religion  ;  this  having 
got  him  his  liberty,  and  although  it  is  net  belie- 
ved by  the  EiTendi,  the  book  and  the  author  arc 

in 
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in  the  greateft  efleem  among  them.     If  he  goes 
into  America,  he  will  not  be  received  into  any 
Englifh,   French,  or  Spanifh  fettlement ;   fo  that 
in  all  probability  he  would  be  fortn  fcalpt  by  the 
wild  Indians •,   and  in   truth  there  would  be  no 
manner  of  ftiame  that  a  head  ihould  be  uncover. 
ed  that  has  fo  little  brains  in  it.      Brutality  and 
ill-nature  proceed  from  the  want  of  fenfe  ;  there- 
fore without  having  ever  heard  of  him  before,  I 
can  decide  what  he  is,  from   this   (ingle   action. 
Now  I  really  believe  no  layman  could  have  done 
fuch  a  thing.     The  wearing  petticoats  gives  to 
mod  of  the  clergy  (a  few  only  excepted  of  iupe- 
rior  underftanding)  certain  feminine  difpofitions. 
They  are  commonly  fubjett  to  malice  and  envy, 
and  give  more  free  vent  to  thofe  paflions  :   Pof- 
fibly  for  the  fame  reafons  that  women  are  obfer- 
ved  to  do  fo,   becaufe  they  cannot  be   called  to 
account  for  it.     When  one  of  us  does  a  brutal 
acYion  to  another,   he  may  have  his  head  broke, 
or  bs  whipt  through  the  lungs  ;  but  all  \vho  wear 
petticoats  are  fecure  from  fuch  accidents.     Now 
to  avoid  further  trouble,  I  hope  by  this  time  his 
gown  is  ilript  off  his  back,  and  the  boys  of  Du- 
blin  have   drawn    him    through    a    horfe-pond. 
Send  me  an  account  of  this,  and  I  fhall  be  fatif- 
fied.     Adieu,  dear  Dean  ;  I  am  got  to  the  end  of 
my  paper,  but  you  may  be   affured  that  my  re- 
gard for  you  will  only  end  with  the  lift  breath  of 
your  faithful  fervant. 

L  E  T  T  E  R 
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LETTER     DCL. 

FROM    DR.   SWIFT. 

SeP'  3-  J735- 

^"*  HIS  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Faul- 
kner the  printer,  who  goes  over  on  his  pri- 
vate affairs.  This  is  an  anfwer  to  your's  of  two 
months  ago,  which  complains  of  that  profligate 
fellow  Curll.  I  heartily  wifh  you  were  what 
they  call  dif.iffefted,  as  I  am.  I  may  fay  as  Da- 
vid did,  I  have  finned  greatly,  but  what  have 
thcfe  fheep  done  ?  You  have  given  no  offence  to 
the  miniftry,  nor  to  the  Lords,  nor  Commons, 
nor  Queen,  nor  the  next  in  power.  For  you 
are  a  mnn  of  virtue,  and  therefore  mud  abhor 
vice  and  all  corruption,  although  your  difcre- 
tion  holds  the  reigns.  "  You  need  not  fear  any 
«<  confequence  in  the  commerce  that  hath  fa 
"  long  panned  between  us,  although  I  never  de- 
"  ftroyed  one  of  your  letters.  But  my  execu- 
**  tors  are  men  of  honour  and  virtue,  who  have 
"  ftrift  orders  in  my  will  to  burn  every  letter 
*c  left  behind  me."  Neither  did  our  letters  con- 
tain any  turns  of  wit,  or  fancy,  or  politics,  or  fa- 
tire,  but  mere  innocent  friendship.  Yet  I  am 
loath,  that  any  letters  from  you,  and  a  very  few- 
other  friends,  fhould  die  before  me.  I  believe 
we  neither  of  us  ever  leaned  our  head  upon 
our  left  hand,  to  ftudy  what  we  fhould  write 
next ;  yet  we  have  held  a  conftant  intercourfe 

from 
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from  your  youth  and  my  middle  age,  and  from 
your  middle  age  it  muft  be  continued  till  my 
death,  which  my  bad  ftate  of  health  makes  me 
expect  every  month.  I  have  the  ambition,  and 
it  is  very" earned  as  well  as  in  bafte,  to  have  one 
epiftle  infcribed  to  me  while  I  am  alive,  and  you 
juft  in  the  time  when  wit  and  wii'dom  are  in 
the  height.  I  muft  once  more  repeat  Cicero's 
defire  to  a  friend,  Ortta  me.  A  month  ago  were 
fent  me  over  by  a  friend  of  mine,  the  works  of 
John  Hughes,  hfq.  They  are  in  verfe  and  prole. 
I  never  heard  of  the  man  in  my  life  ;  yet  I  find, 
your  name  as  a  fubfcriber  too.  He  is  too  grave 
a  poet  for  me  ;  and  I  think  among  the  trediocri- 
bus  in  profe  as  well  as  verfe.  1  have  the  honour 
to  know  Dr  Rundle  *.  He  is  indeed  worth  all 
the  reft  you  ever  fent  us  5  but  that  is  faying  no- 
thing, for  he  anfwers  your  character.  1  have 
dined  thrice  in  his  company.  He  brought  over 
a  worthy  clergyman  of  this  kingdom  as  his  chap- 
lain, which  was  a  very  wife  and  popular  adlion. 
His  only  fault  is,  that  he  drinks  no  wine,  and  I 
drink  nothing  elie. 

This  kingdom  is  now  abfolutely  ftarving,  by 
the  means  of  every  oppreffion  that  can  be  inflict- 
ed on  mankind. Shall  I  not  vifit  for  thtfe. 

things,  faith  the  Lord  ?  You  advife  me  right,  not 
to  trouble  myfelf  about  the  world.  But  oppref- 
fion tortures  me  ;  and  I  cannot  live  without 
meat  and  drink,  nor  get  either  without  money  ; 
and  money  is  not  to  be  had,  except  they  will  make 

me 
•  Bifiiop  of  Derry. 
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me  a  bifliop,  or  a  judge,  or  a  colonel,  or  a  com- 
miflioner  of  the  revenues.     Adieu. 


LETTER      DCLI. 

TO  anfwer  your  queftion  as  to  Mr  Hughes, 
what  he  wanted  as  to  genius,  he  made  up 
as  an  boneft  man -,  but  he  was  of  the  clafs  you 
think  him. 

I  am  glad  you  tbink  of  Dr  Pvundle  as  I  do. 
He  will  be  an  honour  to  the  bifhops,  and  a  dif- 
grace  to  one  bilhop  j  two  things  you  will  like  : 
But  wbat  )ou  will  like  more  particularly,  he 
will  be  a  friend  and  benefactor  even  to  your  un- 
friended, unbenefited  nation.  He  will  be  a 
friend  to  human  race,  where-ever  he  goes. 
Pray  tell  him  my  beft  wifhes  for  his  health  and 
long  life.  I  wifh  you  and  he  came  over  together, 
or  that  I  were  with  you.  I  never  faw  a  man 
fo  feldom  whom  I  liked  fo  much  as  Dr  Rundle. 

Lord  Peterborow  I  went  to  take  a  laft  leave 
of,  at  his  fetting  fail  for  Lifbon.  No  body  can 
be  more  wafted,  no  foul  can  be  more  alive.  Im- 
mediately after  the  fevereft  operation  of  being 
cut  into  the  bladder,  for  a  fuppreffion  of  urine, 
he  took  coach,  and  got  from  Briilol  to  South- 
ampton. This  is  a  man  that  will  neither  live 
nor  die  like  any  other  mortal. 

Poor  Lord  Peterborow-!  there  is  another  firing 
loft,  that  would  have  helped  to  draw  you  hither  ! 
He  ordered  on  his  death-bed,  his  watch  to  be  given 
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me,  (that  which  had  accompanied  him  in  all  his 
travels),  with  this  reafon,  "  That  I  might  have 
"  fomething  to  put  me  every  day  in  mind  of 
"  him."  It  was  a  prefent  to  him  from  the  King 
of  Sicily,  whofe  arms  and  infignia  are  engraved 
on  the  inner  cafe.  On  the  outer  I  have  put  this 
infcription.  Victor  Amadeus^  Rex  Sicilix,  Dux  Sa~ 
baudix,  &c.  &c.  Carolo  Mor daunt,  Comiti  de  Peter- 
boroiijy  D.  D.  Car.  Mor.  Com.  de  Pet.  Alexandra 
Pope  moriens  legavit.  1735- 

Pray  write  to  me  a  little  oftener;  and  if 
there  be  a  thing  left  in  the  world,  that  pleafes 
you,  tell  it  one  who  will  partake  of  it.  I  hear, 
with  approbation  and  pleafure,  that  your  prefent 
care  is  to  relieve  the  moft  helplefs  of  this  world, 
thofe  objects  *  which  mofl  want  our  companion, 
though  generally  made  the  fcorn  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  fuch  as  are  lefs  innocent  than  they. 
You  always  think  generoufly ;  and  of  all  chari- 
ties, this  is  the  moll  difmterefted,  and  leafl  vain- 
glorious, done  to  fuch  as  never  will  thank  you, 
or  can  praife  you  for  it. 

God  blefs  you  with  eafe,  if  not  with  pleafure  ; 
with  a  tolerable  (late  of  health,  if  not  with  its, 
full  enjoyment  •,  with  a  refigned  temper  of  mind, 
if  not  a  very  chearful  one.  It  is  upon  thefe  terms 
I  live  myfelf,  though  younger  than  you  -,  and  I 
repine  not  at  my  lot,  could  but  the  prefence  of  a 
few  that  I  love  be  added  to  thefe.  Adieu. 

LETTER 

*  Idiots. 


?.-;tf        DEAN     SWIFT's 
L    E    T    T    E    R      DCLII. 

LADY   B G TO   DR   SWIFT. 

Sept.  4.  1735. 

IV  you  are  not  angry  with  me  for  my  long 
filetice,  I  take  it  ill,  and  need  make  no  ex- 
cufe  ;  and  if  you  are  angry,  then  I  would  not 
•willingly  make  you  forry  too,  which  I  know 
you  will  be,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  was  laid  up 
nt  Knowle  with  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout.  And 
fmce  that  infallible  cure  for  all  difeaies,  which 
all  great  fools  and  talkers  wifh  joy  of,  I  have 
never  been  quite  well,  but  have  had  continually 
Come  diforder  or  other,  which  made  my  head  and 
fpirits  unfit  for  writing,  or  indeed  doing  any 
thing  I  fhould,  I  am  ftill  fo  much  out  of  order, 
that  I  am  under  great  apprehenfions  I  fhall  not 
be  able  to  go,  next  year,  part  of  the  journey  to 
Ireland  with  their  Graces;  which  is  alfo  part  of 
the  road  to  Dray  ton,  where  I  intend  to  (lay  till 
November,  in  hopes  that  fummer  deferred  its 
coming  till  I  was  there  ;  for  I  anvfure,  hitherto, 
\ve  have  had  little  but  winter  Weather. 

1  am  glad  matters  are  fettled  between  his  Gjace 
of  Dorfet  and  you  ;  and  I  dare  anfwer,  as  you 
are  both  right  thinkers,  and,  of  courfe,  upright 
aftors,  there  wants  but  little  explanation  between 
you  ;  fmce  1,  that  am  the  go-between,  can  eafily 
find  out,  that  he  has  as  fincere  a  value  for  you, 
as  you  have  for  him.  1  do  affure  you  I  am  ex- 
tremely 


CORRESP  ONDENCE.      277 

tremely  delighted,  that  fince  Lady  Suffolk  would 
take  a  matter  (commonly  called  a  hufband)  (lie 
chofe  my  brother  George  :  For  if  I  am  not  partial 
to  him,  which  indeed  I  don't  know  that  I  am, 
his  fincere  value,  love,  and  efteem  for  her,  muft 
make  him  a  good  man. 

We  are  now  full  of  expeftion  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs's  *  wedding.  Her  Highnefs's  jewels 
are  bought,  and  her  cloaths  befpoke  ;  and  a  gal- 
lery of  comunication  is  making  between  his  a- 
partment  and  St  James's ;  but  as  I  do  not  love 
to  pry  into  myiteries  of  ftate,  I  don't  at  all  know- 
when  the  lady  will  eonie  over.  Your  friend  Mrs 
Floyd  is  grown  fat  and  well,  under  the  Dutchefs 
ot  Dorfet's  care  and  direction  at  Jvnowle.  Our 
friend  Curll  has  again  reprinted  what  he -called 
our  letters,  as  a  proper  third  part  of  Mr  Pope's, 
lie  flioukl  have  made  thofe  filly  bitter  verfes  on 
me  to  have  been  his  too,  indead  of  Sir  William 
Trumbal's,  whom  they  juit  as  much  belonged  to. 
But  you  patriots  are  fo  much  affraid  of  fup- 
preifing  the  prefs,  that  every  body  muft  fuffer 
under  thatj  and  the  lyes  of  the  news-pupers, 
without  hopes  of  redrefs.  Adieu,  my  dear 
D.-au 


VOL.  XVII.          A  a  LETTER 


*  Frederick,  thsa  Prince  of  Wales. 
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LETTER       DCL1IL 

DR  SWIFT   TO   DR  SHERIDAN. 

Sept.  12.  1735. 

HERE  is  a  very  ingenious  obfervation  upon 
the  days  of  the  week,  and  in  rhyme, 
worth  your  obfervation,  and  very  proper  for  the 
information  of  boys  and  girls,  that  they  may  not 
forget  to  reckon  them.  Sunday's  a  pun-day, 
Monday's  a  dun-day,  Tuefday's  a  news-day, 
Wednefday's  a  friend's-day,  Thurfday's  a  curs'd- 
day,  Friday's  a  dry-day,  Saturday's  the  latter- 
day.  I  intend  fomething  of  equal  ufe  upon  the 
months,  as  January  women  vary.  I  fliail 
likewife  in  due  time  make  fome  obfervation  up- 
on each  year  as  it  pafles.  So  for  the  prefent 
year. 
One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-five, 

'"When  only  the  d and  b ps  will  thrive. 

And  for  the  next  : 

One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty- fix, 
When  the  d— —  will  carry  the  b ps  to  Styx. 

Perge  : 

One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-feven, 
When  the  Whigs  are  fo  blind  they  miftake  hell 
for  heav'n 

I  will  carry  thefe  predictions  no  further  than 

to 
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to  the  year  2001,  when  the  learned  think  the 
world  will  be  at  an  end,  or  the  fine-all-ca-ta- 
ftrow  fee. 

The  laft  is  the  period,  two  thoufand  and  one, 
When  m and  b to  hell  are  all  gone. 

When  that  time  comes,  pray  remember  the 
difcovery  came  from  me. 

It  is  jiow  time  I  fhorild  begin  my  letter.  I 
hope  you  got  fafe  to  Cavan,  and  have  got  no 
cold  in  thofe  two  terrible  days.  All  your  friends 
are  well,  and  I  as  I  ufed  to  be.  I  received 
your's.  My  humble  fervice  to  your  Lady,  and 
love  tp  your  children.  I  fuppofe  you  have  all 
the  news  fent  to  you.  I  hear  of  no  marriages 
going  on.  One  Dean  Crofs,  an  eminent  divine, 

we  hear,  is  to  be  Bifhop  of  Cork Stay  till  I 

aflc  a  fervant  what  Patrick's  bells  ring  for  fo 

late  at  night. You  feliow,  is  it  for  joy  or 

forrow  ?  I  believe  it  fome  of  our  royal  birth- 
days  Oh,  they  tell  me,  it  is  for  joy  a  new 

mafter  is  chofen  for  the  corporation  of  butchers. 
So  farewel. 


LETTER     DCLIV. 

DR   SHERIDAN   TO    DR   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Cavan,  Sept.  17.  1735 

t  xav  not  butt  reap  rhyme  an  £U  for  wry  tinn 

'    low  long  an  ape  is   till  a  bout  bees   knees, 

A  a  2  when 
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when  Tom  eye  Noll  edge  fu  cool  das  i  lyre  eyi't  a 
pun  no  thing.  Mvr*g  A»V  what  n  tv»  /*»»<»  «  xmvrs 
ineveri  epiftolas  ,«/«,  Inn  Angle  owe  Law  Tigh 
no.  Cann  knott  yew  right  in  nap  lean  met  hood 
as  I  do  n  tu  tv  *( *  xovnpo*  all  o  key  fhuns.  But 
cantu  gay  tnnn  other  fubject  tofs  at  her  eyes  bis 
eyed  my  wife  ?  The  woman  is  grown  good  for 
nothing.  However  I  would  not  nave  her  fo 
much  abufed,  but  when  (he  deferves  it.  I  no  u 
fe  it  is  e  veri  de  of  her  life,  but  I  fea  it  is  not 
rue  ;  for  it  is  only  everi  our  o  fit.  She  fwears 
if  heu  come  tuck  have  Ann,  (he  will  give  you 
*<fet>j  Inn  the  chops. 

I  beg  pardon  for  troubling  you  fo  long  with 
bufinefs,  and  therefore  I  will  now  be  as  merry 
as  I  can.  The  devil  a  farthing  I  can  get  among 
ray  tenants  but  cows,  bullocks  and  fheep.  Will 
you  let  me  know  whether  fuch  coin  can  pafs  in 
Dublin  ?  that  I  may  pay  you  fome  money  which 
I  owe.  My  purfe,  God  help  me,  is  grown  as 
{lender  as  a  famifhed  weezle  I  long  much  to 
fee  it  have  in  alderman's  belly  ;  but  Quando,  Mr 
Dean,  Quando.  We  cannot  fay  that  our  wea- 
ther is  the  devil  here  :  for  it  is  all  water.  If  it 
continues,  I  muft  have  thoughts  of  building  an 
ark  ;  but  I  fhall  not,  like  Noah,  let  any  unclean 
beat!  enter.  Eat  pone  linck  waiter  conjux.  My 
mutton  is  grown  too  fat,  and  I  want  you  much 
to  eat  of  it,  while  it  is  in  its  prime.  I  hear  of 
no  cadger  going  to  Dublin,  or  I  would  fend  you 
a  ba(kct  full  of  it.  All  I  can  do  now  is  to  lend  a 
fine  loaded  (boulder  in  my  wifhes,  and  pray  in- 
vite 
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vite  Mrs  Whiteway  to  (hare  of  if.  I  wlfh  you 
both  a  good  (lomach  to  it,  with  all  my  heart. 
Pray  do  not  chide  her  for  aflcing  you  to  eat,  as 
you  ufed  to  do.  I  afiure  you  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  judge)  fhe  prefles  you  to  her  victuals  out  of 
pure  good  nature  and  friendfhip. 

I  am  forry  that  the  fhortnefs  of  my  laft  letter 

fave  you  caufe  to  complain.  This  fhall  may  cup 
or  that  deaf  he  fhe  An  (he,  for  1  have  laid  in  a 
good  flock  of  learning  this  laft  week  ;  and  there- 
fore quoniam  tu  inter  literates  primaria  fedes  in 
clafie,  quorumlam  decanorum  nomina  (minime 
noitratium)  <jui  fcientiis  omnigenis  inclaruerunt 
tibi  mittam.  This  part  I  mention  in  Latin,  for 
fear  the  letter  ihould  fall  into  Dean  CrofFc's 
hands. 

Having  lately  read  a,  very  entertaining  book, 
whofe  title  page  runs  thus — Hijloire  generals  Des 
pais-bas,  I  met  with  accounts  of  feveral  great 
men,  whofe  names  I  never  read  before,  and  e- 
very  one  of  them  were  deans,  fome  became  bi- 
fhops,  others  cardinals;  All  of  them  on  account 
of  their  great  learning  and  merit.  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  us,  Chrift  have  mercy  upon  us. 
How  the  world  is  altered  fince  !  But  you  muft 
know,  that  Charles  the  Great  lived  in  that  age, 
alias  Char  Lay  Main.  Now  for  the  great  fcho- 
lars  I  promifed  you.  Among  thofe,  who  -be- 
came BHhops  of  Antwerp,  you  will  find  Philip 
Nidri,  Aubert  Vanden  Eade,  Jean  Ferdinand  tie 
Benghem,  Pierre  Jofeph  Frenken-Sierfiorff.  A- 
xnong  thofe  of  Bois-le  Due,  Clement  Crabeels-, 
A  a  3  Gilbert 
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Gilbert  Mafms,  Michel  Opliove,  Jofeph  de  Ber- 
gaigne.  In  the  fame  town  you  will  find  among 
the  Vicaries  apoftoliques,  Henry  Uan  Leempute, 
Joffe  Houbraecken,  Martin  Steyaert,  Pierre  Go- 
vaerts,  &c.  &c.  &c.  The  next  place  you  dine, 
you  may  make  a  figure  with  thefe  names,  and  fi- 
lence  even  Robin  Lefle  *.  Cut  pox  upon  learning, 
I  fay.  It  is  enough  to  turn  a  man's  head.  I  have 
a  great  mind  to  have  done  with  it ;  for  the  devil 
a  thing  is  to  be  got  by  it.  Idcirco  libris  valedico. 

I  cannot,  now  my  memory  ferves  me,  omit  an 
account  of  fome  learned  phyficians,  which  I  read 
of  in  other  authors,  viz.  Hermannus  Conringius, 
Lucas  Schrochius,  Melchior  Sebizius,  Sebaitian 
SchefFerus,  Guernlrus  Rolfinckius,  Hoffmannus 
Altorfi,  Seb.  Jovius  Lugani,  Petrus  Dapples, 
Theodore  Kerchringius,  Regnerus  de  Graef, 
Swammerda,  Antonius  Scarellius,  Hieronymus 
Copelazzi,  Jacobus  Gonzato,  Bernardinus  Ma- 
lacreda,  Johannes  Petrus  Lotichius,  Chriftianus 
Keekins,  Julius  Richeltus,  Joan.  Chrifloph.  Va- 
ganfeilius,  Jacobus  Kerfcherus,  Antonius  Mag- 
liabechius,  and  many  others.  Pray  ajk  Grattaa 
how  many  of  thefe  he  has  read. 

You  fay  (I  thank  you  for  that)  that  you  know 
nobody.  No  matter  for  that ;  fo  much  the  bet- 
ter for  me,  becaufe  I  know  every  body  knows 
you,  and  therefore  more  Jikely  to  fucceed  in  fub- 

fcriptions 

•  Mr  Lefle  was  the  mod  incefTant  talker  in  the 
•world.  However,  kc  had  a  great  variety  of  learning, 
-.'.nil  talked  well. 
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fcriptions  for  mice  cool.  Pray  is  this  letter  long 
enough?  If  it  be  not  fend  it  back,  and  I  will  fill 
the  other  fide.  In  the  mean  time  I  remain  your 
moft  obedient  and  very  humble  ferve  aunt, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

Mice  or  vice  two  awl  my  if  riends. 
Send  me  word  what  a  clock  it  is,    that  I  may 
fet  my  watch  by  your's. 


LETTER      DCLV. 

DR   KING    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  London,  Sept.  20.  1735. 

SOON  after  I  came  into  England  I  was  obli- 
ged to  crofs  the  feas  again,  and  go  into 
France,  upon  a  bufinefs  of  confequence  to  my 
private  affairs.  I  am  but  juft  returned  to  this 
place,  where  I  have  met  with  your  letter  the 
2ift  of  laft  month.  Since  you  are  fo  kind  as  to 
repeat  the  promife  you  made  me  when  I  was  in 
Ireland,  I  fhall  expert  the  paper  with  the  great- 
eft  impatience.  While  I  was  reading  your  let- 
ter, a  perfon  called  on  me,  who  does  bufinefs 
for  you.  I  was  in  hopes  he  had  brought  it  with 
him:  But  he  told  me,  it  would  be  fent  by  ano- 
ther hand.  I  will  fay  nothing  more  of  it  here, 
than  that  I  am  very  fure  it  will  pleafe  the  public 
and  do  honour  to  the  author. 

The-    gentleman,    concerning  whom  you  in- 
quire, 
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quire,  is  a  member  of  pur  hall ;  but  I  have  ne- 
ver yet  feen  him.  He  had  left  Oxford'  about 
the  time  I  came  from  Dublin  to  fpend  the  fum- 
mer  vacation  in  Herefordfhire.  My  fon,  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  him,  affures  me  that  he 
is  very  fober,  that  he  fludies  hard,  and  conftant- 
•  ly  attends  the  exercifes  of  the  houfe.  But  I  fhall 
be  able  to  give  you  a  more  particular  account  of 
him  in  the  next  term,  when  I  fhall  probably 
meet  him  in  the  hall ;  and  he  fhall  find  me 
ready  to  do  him  any  kind  of  fervice  that  may  be 
in  my  power. 

I  don't  know  whether  my  law-fuit  will  force 
me  into  Ireland  again  the  next  term  :  As  yet  I 
have  not  received  any  tummons  from  my  mana- 
gers. I  fhould  indeed  be  well  pleafed  to  defer 
my  journey  till  the  next  fpring,  for  Dublin  is 
not  a  very  good  winter  abode  for  a  water-drink- 
er. However,  I  do  not  neglect  my  defence, 
efpecially  that  part  of  it  which  you  mention  *. 
It  is  now  in  fuch  forwardnefs,  that,  as  I  com- 
pute, it  will  be  finifhed  in  fix  weeks  at  fartheft. 
There  are  fome  alterations,  which  I  hope  you 
will  approve. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  honeft  DodTror  f  hath 
good  fuccefs  in  his  new  fchool.  If  the  load  of 
his"  baggage  fhould  endanger  his  veflel  again,  I 
think  he  hath  no  other  remedy  left,  but  to  throw 
it  into  the  fea.  What  is  he  doing  with  hisbons 

mots  ? 

•  This  alludes  to  The  Toaft,  a  fatirkal  Poem,  to 
which  Dr  K\n«  was  indicated  by  fome  monflrous  ufagc 
that  he  had  received  from  his  antagonifts  in  the  fuit. 

f  Sheridan. 
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mots  ?   and  when  does  be  defign  to  fend  them 
abroad  ? 

My  fon,  who  is  very  proud  to  be  in  your 
thoughts,  defires  me  to  prefent  his  mod  hum- 
Lie  fervice  to  you.  I  am,  with  great  truth,  Sir, 
your  mofl  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

W.  K. 


4 

LETTER    DCLVI. 

MR   MOTTE   TO   DR    SWIFT. 

HONOURED  SIR,  London,   0/7.4.  1735* 

MRS  Launcelot,  who  dined  with  me  to-day, 
and  defired  me  to  prefent  her  humble 
fervice,  mewed  me  part  of  a  letter  from  you, 
•which  gave  me  fo  much  concern,  that  I  would 
not  let  a  poft  flip  without  writing  to  you  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  it.  You  are  pleafed  to  exprefs 
an  apprehenfion,  that  Mrs  Fenton's  money  has 
not  been  regularly  paid,  becaufe  you  have  not 
heard  from  me  for  above  a  twelvemonth.  I 
hope  I  have  accounted  to  your  fatisfa&ion  for 
my  filence  in  a  letter  which  Mrs  Hyde  delivered 
to  you  fince  the  date  of  your's  to  Mrs  Launce- 
lot :  And  as  to  Mrs  Fenton's  annuity,  I  have 
punctually  paid  it,  and  mall  continue  to  do  fo 
until  I  receive  your  commands  to  the  contrary. 
The  next  payment  will  be  called  for  a  few  days 
after  the  fuft  of  November,  and  unlefs  you  for- 
bid it  before  that  time,  I  mall  pay  it.  Mr  Fen- 
ton 
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ton,  her  fon,  who  receives  it,  is  a  man  of  worth 
and  honour,  and  I  am  perfuaded  will  return  me 
the  money,  {hould  it  be  paid  him  from  any  o- 
ther  quarter.  I  am  furprifed  to  find  by  Mrs 
Hyde  that  my  laft,  which  was  written  the  latter 
end  of  July,  had  fo  flow  a  paflage,  as  not  to 
come  to  your  hand  until  the  1 3th  of  Septem- 
ber 

I  have  been  fo  particular  (I  fear  even  to  tedi- 
ou faefs)  in  that  letter,  that  I  have  nothing  to 
add,  but  a  repetition  of  the  fincere  profeflion  I 
there  made,  that  I  am,  with  all  poilible  grati- 
tude, truth,  and  fincerity,  Sir,  your  obliged 
and-obedient  hnmble  fervant, 

B.  MOTTE. 


LETTER      DCLVII. 

DR  SHERIDAN   TO   DR  SWIFT. 
DEAR   SIR,  0^^1-5.1735. 

IN  the  firfl  place  I  was  heartily  rejoiced  to  fee 
your  letter,  for  I  was  afraid  you  were  not 
•well.  Now  I  ihall  anfwer  as  much  as  my  time 
will  permit;  (but  before  I  proceed,  remember  I 
expect  you  here  next  Saturday  -,  for  I  am  both 
in  humour  and  capacity  to  receive  you.  I  mall 
get  your  anfwer  on  Thurfday  next,  and  then  I 
(hall  go  as  far  as  Virginia  to  meet  you.  Leave 
Dublin  on  Wednefday ;  ride  to  Dunfhaughlan 
that  day,  1 2  miles.  From  thence  to  Navan  on 

Thurfday, 
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Thurfday,  n  miles.     A  Friday  to  Virginia,  15 
miles,  where  I  will  meet  you  that  evening  with 
a  couple  of  bottles  of  the  beit  wine  in  Ireland, 
and  a  piece  of  my  own  mutton,  &c.     A  Satur- 
day morning  we  fet  out  for  Cavan,  where  you 
will  find  dinner  ready  at  your  arrival.      Bring 
a  cheefe-toafter  to  do  a  mutton-chop  now  and 
then  5  and  do  not  forget  fome  rice  ;  we  have 
none  good  here  -,  but  all  other  eatables  in  per- 
fedUon)  I  beg  pardon  for  the  long  foregoing  pa- 
renthefis    (the  next  mall  be  fhorter)  you   fee  it 
was  neceflary.     Ure  Dolis  a  de  vel  it  hinc.     Mi 
mollis  ab  uti,  an  angeli  fe.     An  has  fine  iis,  a 
fine  face,  ab  re  aft  as  no,  a  belli  fora  que  en.    An 
di  me  quis  mi  molli  as  I  pies.    As  for  your  jogg 
Ralph  Eye,  I  may  fay,  without  vanity,  that  I  ex- 
ceed you  as  far  as  from  eaft  to  weft.    Firft,  with 
fubmiflion,  you  mould  have  begun  with  the  Poles 
Arc  Tick   Ann  Tarr  Tick,   next  the  May  read 
dye  Ann,  the  Eak  water,  the  whore  Eyes  on,  the 
Eak  lip  Tick,  the  Trow  Pick  of  can  fir,  the  Travr 
pick  of  Cap  rye   corn,   or  Cap  Rick  horn,  the 
twelve  fignes  Are  I  eafe.     Tower  us^  Jay  me 
knee,  Can  Sir,  lay  O,  Veer  goe,  lye  braw  (quoth 
the  Scotchman)  Sage   it  rre  eye  us,   Cay  wrye 
corn  us,  hack  weary  us,  and  pifs  is ;  together 
with  Cull  ewers,  Zounds,  and  Clim  bats,  &c.  &f^. 
In  order  to  give  you  a  full  idea  of  the  chief  towns 
in  Europe,   I  fhall  only  mention  fome  of  Lord 
Peterborow's  rambles.     He  had  like  to  break  all 
Lifbon  in  Portugal  ;  he  Mad  rid  through  Spain  : 
He  could  not  find  room  in  Italy  :  He  was  con- 

,    •  ftant 
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flant  in  a  pull  among  the  Turks :  He  met  with 
his  names's  fake  Peter's  burgh  in  Muflc  O  vye  : 
He  had  like  to  Crack  O  in  Poland  :  When   he 
came  to  Vye  any,  he  did  there  jeer  many  :   In 
France  he  declared  the  King  of  Great- Britain, 
with  its  king  upon  the  Par  is ;  in  a  certain  nor- 
thern country  he  took  a  frolic  to  put  on  a  Fry- 
er's Cope  ;  and  then  he  was  Cope  in    Hag  in. 
Pray  Dean  mark  that.     In  Holland  he  met  with 
a  G — amlter, —  Dam  you,  faid  he  in  a  paflion, 
for  a   cheat;   he   was   there  poxt   by  a  whore; 
and  he  cried  out,  Rot  her,  dam  her.     Thus  far 
I   know   of  his   travels   to   the  Low  Countries, 
and  no  farther.     Thus   far  you  fee  I  am  in  hu- 
rncur ;  although   the  devil  be  in  one  end  of  my 
houfe,  I  defy  her,  becaufe  I  have  the  other  for 
you  and   me.     Another  thing  J  mult  promife 
•when   you  come,   that   we  fhall    not   quit  our 
learned  correipondence,  but  write  up  and  down 
ftairs  to  one  another,  and  full  keep  on  our  agree- 
able flights.     The  devil  take  all  the  D's  in  Chri- 
flendom,  for  a  pack  of  faucy  fcabs.     When  you 
are  here  you  will  defpife  them  all ;  and  you  (hall 
be  troubled  with  no  club,  but  fuch  as  will  keep 
you   out  of  the   dirt.     Do   not  lofe   this   good 
weather,  I  befeech  you  ;    for  every  thing  is  rea- 
dy for  you.     If  you  do  not   like  your  lodgings, 
you  (hall  not  pay  a  farthing;  and   if  you   do,  I 
have  the  remedy  in   my  own    purfe.     Do   not 
think  to  fpunge  upon  me  for  any  thing  but  meat, 
drink,  and  lodging;  for  I  do  aflure  you,  as  the 
world  goes,  I  cau  afford  you  nothing  elfe.    Yes, 
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I  beg  pardon,  I  can  give  your  horfes  good  grafs, 
and  perhaps  a  feed  of  oats  now  and  then.  My 
turf  is  all  home,  fo  is  my  corn,  but  my  hay  not 
yet.  I  expect  it  on  Monday,  which  is  th*j  next 
day  after  Sunday,  the  very  day  you  will  receive 
this,  the  day  before  Tuefday,  and  I  hope  two  days 
before  you  begin  your  journey,  which  I  hope 
will  be  an  happy  one.  May  you  arrive  fafe,  is 
the  fmcere  wifh  of,  dear  Sir,  your  mod  obedient 
and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 


LETTER      DCLVIII. 

DR  SICAN   TO   DR  SWIFT. 

HONOURED  SIR,  Parist  Qcl.  2O.   1735. 

MR  Arbuthnott's  abfence  from  Paris  was  the 
occafion  of  his  not  receiving  your  kind 
letter  till  within  thefe  few  days  ;  but  upon  the 
reception  of  it,  he  treated  me  with  great  civili- 
ty, invited  me  to  dinner,  and  inquired  very  ear- 
neflly  concerning  your  health,  which  was  drunk 
by  a  large  company  then  prefent ;  for  though  you 
were  pleafed  to  tell  me  you  had  no  acquaintance 
at  Paris,  I  can  fafely  affirm,  that  as  often  as  I 
have  been  for  half  an  hour  with  any  Englifh  gen- 
tlemen, fome  one  or  other  has  had  the  vanity  to 
fay  he  knew  you.  He  has,  in  a  very  obliging 
manner,  promifed  me  any  acls  of  friendfhip  in 
his  power,  whether  I  remain  at  Paris,  or  mould 
VOL.  XVII.  Bb  proceed 
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proceed  to  the  fouth  of  France  j  and  fcems  to 
be  a  gentleman  poflefled  of  a  large  fhare  of  wit, 
good  humour^  fincerity,  and  honefty  :  Though, 
upon  the  clofeft  infpeclion,  I  could  not  per- 
ceive the  hair  in  the  palm  of  his  hand.  I  have 
met  with  another  exception  to  that  rule  in  the 
Chevalier  Ramfay,  who  fends  you  his  beft  re- 
fpe£ls.  I  have  employed  the  greateft  part  of  this 
fummer  in  taking  a  view  of  every  thing  curious 
within  four  leagues  of  this  city  ;  but  fliall  not 
trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  palaces,  paintings, 
flatues,  CSV.  as  I  flatter  myfelf  Mr  Arbuthnott's 
friendly  foiicitations,  joined  to  a  due  regard  to 
your  health,  will  prevail  upon  you  to  undertake 
that  journey  next  fummer.  The  roads  are  ex- 
cellent, poft-chaifes  very  commodious,  and  the 
beds  the  beft  in  the  world ;  but  the  face  of  the 
country  in  general  is  very  wretched ;  of  which 
I  can't  mention  a  more  lively  inftance,  than  that 
you  meet  with  wooden  fhoes  and  cottages \like 
thofe  in  Ireland,  before  you  lofe  fight  of  Ver- 
failles.  I  am  perfuaded,  Sir,  you  will  find  a 
particular  pleafure  in  taking  a  view  of  the  French 
noblemen's  houfes,  arifing  from  the  fimilitude  be- 
tween the  good  treatment  the  Houyhnhnms  meet 
with  here,  and  that  which  you  have  obferved  in 
your  former  travels.  The  ftables  that  Lewis 
XIV.  has  built,  are  very  magnificent ;  I  fhculd 
do  them  an  injury  in  comparing  them  to  the 
palace  of  St  James's  :  yet  thefe  feem'  but  mean 
to  any  one  who  has  feen  jhat  of  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon  at  Chantilli,  which  lies  in  a  ftraigbt  line, 

and 
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and  contains  ftalls  for  near  a  thoufand  horfes, 
with  large  intervals  between  each ;  and  might 
very  well,  at  firfl  view,  be  miftaken  for  a  noble 
palace  :  Some  hundreds  of  Yahoos  are  conllantly 
employed  in  keeping  it  clean.  But  if  any  one 
would  be  aftonimed,  he  mud  pay  a  vifit  .to  the 
machine  of  Marly  ;  by  means  of  which,  water  is 
raifed  half  a  mile  up  a  hill,  and  from  thence 
conveyed  a  league  further  to  Verfailks,  to  fupply 
the  water- work s.  Lewis  might  have  faved  this 
vaft  expence,  and  have  had  a  more  agreeable 
fituation,  finer  profpe&s,  and  water  enough,  by 
building  his  palace-near  the  river ;  but  then  he 
would  not  have  conquered  nature. 

Upon  reading  Boileau's  account  of  the  Petit 
Maifon,  or  Bedlam  at  Paris,  I  was  tempted  to  go 
fee  it;  it  is  a  low  flut  building,  without  any  up- 
per rooms,  and  might  be  a  good  plan  for  that  you 
intend  to  found,  but  that  it  takes  up  a  greater 
fpace  than  the  city  perhaps  would  give ;  this  is 
common  to  men  and  women  :  There  is  another 
vaftly  more  capacious,  and  confiding  of  feveral 
ftories,  called  the  Hofpital  de  Femmes,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  fair  fex  only.  I  mall  not  prefume  to 
take  up  any  part  of  your  time  in  defcribing  the 
people  of  France,  fince  they  have  been  fo  excel- 
lently painted  by  Julius  Caeiar  near  two  thoufand 
years  ago  :  If  there  be  any.  difference,  they  are 
obliged  for  it  to  the  taylors  and  peruke-makers. 
The  ladies  only  might  help  to  improve  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  you  have  always  entertained  of 
the  fex,  upon  account  of  theii  great  ufefulnefs  to 
B  b  2  mankind, 
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mankind,  learning,  modefty,  and  many  other 
valuable  qualities.  I  {hould  have  informed 
you,  Sir,  that  Mr  Arbuthnott  inquired  very 
kindly  after  Mr  Leflie ;  but,  as  I  had  not  the 
honour  to  know  that  gentleman,  I  was  not  able 
to  fatisfy  him,  but  referred  him  to  you,  who  can 
do  it  much  better  than,  Sir,  your  moft  obliged 
humble  fervant, 

J.  SICAN. 


LETTER      DCLIX. 

REV.   MR  DONNELLAN   TO   DR   SWIFT. 

SIR,  C/oyne,  Oft.  31.  1735. 

THOUGH  I  have  hitherto  forbore  troubling 
you  with  my  acknowledgments  for  many 
favours,  which  very  juftly  demanded  them,  yet 
thr  late  application  to  the  Duke  in  my  behalf, 
(which  I  had  an  account  of  from  my  filler),  is 
i'uch  an  inftance  of  kindnefs  and  regard,  as  will 
not  fuffer  me  to  be  filent :  I  mufl  beg  leave  to 
return  you  my  beft  thanks  for  it,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  let  you  know  what  a  thorough  and  true 
fenfc  I  have  of  your  goodnefs  to  me,  and  the  great 
honour  you  have  done  me  by  appearing  in  my 
favour.  I  am  fufEciently  acquainted  with  your 
diflike  to  recommending,  as  well  as  the  deferred 
regard  that  is  paid  to  your  judgment  and  opinion, 
to  know  how  to  fet  a  proper  value  on  both.  And, 
be  the  fuccefs  of  this  affair  what  it  will,  I  think 

myfelf 
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myfelf  happy  in  having  engaged  in  it,  as  it  has 
been  the  occafi.on  of  your  fhewing  that  you 
honoured  me  with  fome  (hare  of  your  friendthip 
and  regard,  which  will  always  be  my  greateft 
pleafure  and  praife. 

I  fuppofe,  Sir,  you  have  heard  what  an  hand 
fome   mark  I  have  lately  received  of  the  Bifhop 
of  Cloyne's  favour,  and  how  handfomely  it  was 
given  ;  unaSked  and  unexpeded,  and  without  any 
regard  to   kindred  or  application.     It  is  a  very 
good  preferment,  worth  at  lead  300 1.  per  annum; 
and  is  made  much  more  valuable  and  agreeable, 
by  the  manner  in  which  it  was  beftowed,  and 
tfpecially  by  coming  from  a   perfon  whom  you 
have  an  efteem  for.    I  was  t'other  day  to  "view  my 
houfe,  and  was  much  pleafed  with  the  fituation, 
which  is  very  pretty  and  romantic.     It  ftands  on 
the  bank  of  a  fine  river,    in  a  vale  between  two 
ridges  of  hills  that  are  very  green,  pleafant,  and 
woody.  Its  nearnefs  to  Corke  (being  within  four 
miles  of  it)  would  make  the  deanry  of  that  place  a 
very  convenient  and  defirable  addition,   and  was 
what  induced  my  friends  to  think  of  it  for  me. 
What  fuccefs  their  applications  are  likely  to  meet 
with,  I  can't  fay  :  This  I  am  fure  of,  that  I  cannot 
be  deprived  of  the  fmcere  fatisfaclion  I  received 
from  having  your  intere'ft  and  good  withes,  and 
fhall  always  retain  a  moft  grateful  remembrance 
of  them.     The  Bifhop  of  Cloyne  defires  you  will 
accept  of  his  belt  fervices  •,   and  I  beg  you  will 
believe  m«,  with  the  greateft  refpeft,  Sir,  your 
moft  obliged  and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

CIIR.  DONNEELAN. 
Bb  LETTER 
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LETTER      DCLX. 

MRS   PENDERVAS  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Paradife,  Nov.  8.  1735. 

I  THINK  I  have  been  a  great  while  without 
writing  to  you,  and  hope  you  are  of  my 
mind,  1  would  rather  be  chid  by  you  for  my  fi- 
lence,  than  have  you  pafs  it  over  quietly,  for  that 
would  have  fuch  an  air  of  indifference  as  would 
greatly  alarm  me.  Abfence  is  generally  thought 
a  great  weakener  of  inclination  :  I  am  apt  to 
think  it  will  prove  my  friend  with  you  :  Our  ac- 
quaintance was  fo  fhort,  I  had  not  time  to  dif- 
grace  myfelf  with  you.  I  am  ambitious  of  gain- 
ing your  efteem,  and  put  on  all  my  belt  airs  to 
€ffe£t  it :  I  left  you  at  a  critical  moment;  ano- 
ther month's  converfation  might  have  ruined  all. 
I  ftill  beg  you  will  encourage  your  indulgent 
way  of  thinking  of  me.  What  will  you  gain  by 
tlifcovering  my  follies  ?  and  I  (hall  lofe  the  ho- 
nour of  your  friendfhip  ;  which  lofs  cannot  be  re- 
paired in  England  or  Ireland.  If  Mrs  Donnel- 
lan  is  my  true  friend,  fhe  has,  by  way  of  excu- 
fmg  me,  told  you  my  diftrefs  for  my  fifter,  which 
now  I  hope  is  over.  I  refer  you  to  Mrs  Don- 
nellan  for  her  character  ;  and  that  will  juftify  to 
you  my  great  care  and  concern  for  her. 

I  ca'nt  help  lamenting  Dr  Delany's  retire- 
ment. I  expefted  his  benevolent  difpofition 
would  not  have  fuflfered  him  to  rob  his  friends 

of 


CORRESPONDENCE.         295 

of  the  pleafure  and  advantage  of  his  company  : 
If  you  have  not  power  to  draw  him  from  his  io- 
Jitiulc,  no  other  perfon  can  pretend  to  do  it.  Ii 
was  in  hopes  the  weekly  meetings  would  have 
been  renewed  and  continued.  Mrs  Donnellan 
is  much  difappointed,  and  I  fear  I  am  no  longer 
a  toaft. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  a  reafonablc 
creature  may  live  with  more  comfort  and  credit 
in  Dublin  than  in  London  :  As  much  convinced 
of  it  as  that  I  fhould  be  richer  with  eight  hun- 
dred pounds  a-ycar  than  four.  But  to  what  pur- 
pofe  is  it  for  me  to  regret  my  poverty  ?  My  lot  is 
thrown  on  Englifh  ground ;  1  have  no  pretence 
to  fly  my  country  :  Furnifh  me  with  one,  and  you 
have  laid  temptations  enough  in  my  way  to 
make  me  ready  to  embrace  it. 

I  have  been  two  months  in  this  place,  which 
has  all  the  advantages  of  the  country ;  as  quiet- 
nefs,  cheapnefs,  and  wholefome  air.  I  ufe  a 
good  deal  of  exercife  in  the  morning ;  in  the 
evening  1  read  a  play  with  an  audible  voice.  I 
am  now  reading  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  works  : 
They  entertain  me  extremely.  Sometimes  I 
read  a  little  philofophy,  Derham's  lectures: 
many  things  are  too  abftrufe  for  me  in  that  ftu- 
dy ;  but  I  fancy  myfelf,  in  fome  refpefts,  much 
wifer  than  I  was  before  I  read  them.  If  you 
don't  approve  of  my  ftudies,  I  hope  you  will  re- 
commend what  you  think  will  be  more  to  my  ad- 
vantage. 
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I  am  forry  to  find,  by  your  letter,  that  Mrs 
Donnellan  does  not  fee  you  often :  She  cannot 
be  pleafed  with  a  fituation  that  prevents  her  ha- 
ving that  fatisfacVion.  I  depended  upon  your 
meeting  often  ;  and  what  is  more,  upon  being 
foinetimes  the  fubje£l  of  your  converfation.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  of  her  brother's  promotion : 
He  very  well  deferves  good  fortune  ;  he  knows 
how  to  enjoy  it  handfomely,  and  fcorns  to  court 
it  meanly.  I  think  I  have  made  you  a  country 
vifit :  If  I  have  not  quite  tired  you,  I  hope  you 
•will  foon  challenge  another  :  I  know  you  pay  me 
a  great  compliment  in  writing  ;  and,  if  I  was  very 
•well  bred,  I  ought  not  to  infill  upon  your  doing 
any  thing  that  may  give  you  trouble  ;  but  I  only 
confider  my  own  advantage,  and  cannot  give  up 
a  correfpondence  I  value  fo  much.  I  am,  Sir, 
your  moft  obliged  and  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDERVAS. 


LETTER      DCLXI. 

»R     SWIFT     AND      DR      SHERIDAN      TO      MRS 
WHI  TEWAY. 

Thofe  parts  of  the  letter  marked  thus,  "  and  con- 
cluding thus,"  were  written  by  Dr  Sheridan. 

MADAM,  Nov.  8%  1735. 

NOV.  3.   to  Dunfhallan,  twelve  long  miles, 
very  weary  j   Nov.  4    to   Kells,   fixteen. 
miles,  ten  times  wearier  j  the  5.  to  Crofs-keys, 

Seventeen 
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feventeen  long  miles,  fifty  times  wearier  ;  the  6. 
to  Cavan,  five  miles,  wearied  of  all  :  Yet  I  bait- 
ed every  day,  And  dined  where  I  lay;  and  this 
very  day  I  am  weary,  and  my  fhin  bad,  yet  I  ne- 
ver looked  on  it.  I  have  been  now  the  third  day 
at  Cavan,  the  Doctor's  Canaan  the  dirtied  place 
I  ever  faw,  with  the  word"  wife  and  daughter, 
and  the  mod  curfed  fluts  and  fervants  on  this 
fide  Scotland.  Let  the  Do£lor  do  his  part, 
*'  Not  quite  fo  bad,  I  ailure  you,  although  his 
"  teal  was  fpoiled  in  the  reading  :  And  lean  af- 
"  fure  you  that  the  dirt  of  our  ftreets  is  not  quite 
"  over  his  1hoes,  fo  that  he  can  walk  dry.  If 
*'  he  would  wear  golaihes,  as  I  do,  he  would 
"  have  no  caufe  of  complaint.  As  for  my  wife 
"  and  daughter,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  them, 
«(  and  therefore  nothing  to  anfwer  for  them,  i 
"  hope,  \vhen  the  weather  mends,  that  every 
«'  tiling  will  be  better,  except  the  two  before 
«'  mentioned.  Now  the  Dean  is  to  proceed." 
In  fhort,  but  not  literally  in  ihort,  I  got  hither-, 
not  fafe  and  found,  but  fafe  and  fore.  Looking 
in  my  equipage,  I  faw  a  great  packet  that  weigh- 
ed a  pound  :  1  thought  it  was  iron,  but  found 
it  Spanilh  liquorice,  enough  to  ferve  this  whole 
country  who  had  coughs  for  nine  years.  My 
beail  told  me  it  was  you  forced  him  to  put  it  all 
up.  Pray  go  fometimes  to  the  deanry,  and  fee 
how  the  world  joes  there.  The  Doclor  is  a 
philofo'pher  above  all  ceconomy,  like  philofopher 
Webber.  I  am  drawing  him  into  a  little  clean- 
linefs  about  his  houfc.  The  cook  roaded  this 

day 
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day  a  fine  teal  to  a  cindecj  for  the  wife  and 
daughter  faid,  they  did  not  know  but  I  loved  it 
we'll  roaded.  The  Doctor,  fince  his  lad  illnefs, 
complains  that  he  hath  a  ftraitnefs  in  his  bread, 
and  a  difficulty  in  breathing.  Pray  give  him 
your  advice,  and  I  will  write  to  your  brother 
Helfliam  this  poft  for  his.  Write  me  no  news 
of  the  club,  and  get  one  of  them  to  frank  your 
letters,  that  they  may  be  worth  reading.  "  Dear 
"  Madam,  I  beg  you  may  rather  think  me  like 
"  the  devil,  or  my  wife,  than  Webber,  I  do  af- 
"  fure  you  that  my  houfe,  and  all  about  it,  is 
«'  clean  in  Potentia.  If  you  do  not  underftand 
"  fo  much  logic,  Mr  Harrifon  *  will  tell  you  ; 
"  but  I  iuppofe  you  ignorant  of  nothing  but  do- 
*'  ing  any  thing  wrong.  Be  pleafed  to  fend  me 
*'  one  of  your  fatted  pigeons  in  a  pod  letter,  and 
**  I  will  fetid  you  in  return  a  fat  goofe  under 
**  cover  to  one  o^  the  club.  The  Dean  may  fay 
"  what  he  pleafes  of  my  Ay  Con  O  my  j  but  I 
"  affure  you  I  have  this  moment  in  my  houfe,  a 
"  quarter  of  fat  beef,  a  fat  fheep,  two  mallards, 
«'  a  duck  and  a  teal,  befides  fome  fowl  in  fqua- 
"  drons.  I  wifh  you  were  here.  Afk  the  Dean 
"  if  I  have  not  fine  ate,  table  drink,  good  wine, 
"  and  a  new  pair  of  tables.  Now  hear  the  Dean." 
It  grows  dark,  and  I  cannot  read  one  fyllable  of 
•what  the  Doclor  lad  writ ;  but  conclude  all  to 
be  a  parcel  of  lies.  How  are  elded  mader  and 
mifs,  with  your  clerk  and  fchool-boy  ?  So  God 
blefs  you  all.  If  the  Dcc~tor  hath  any  thing 

more 
*  Mr*  WliJtc\vaj's  eldeft  foa- 
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more  to  fay,  let  him  conclude,  as  I  do,  with  af- 
furance  that  I  am  ever,  with  great  affe&ion, 
your's,  &c. 

Read  as  you  can,  for  I  believe  I  have  made 
forty  miftakes.  Direct  for  me  at  Dr  Sheri- 
dan's, in  Cavan  ;  but  let  a  club-man  frank  it,  as 
I  do  this.  Mr  Rochfort  is  my  franker  :  your's 

may  be  general ,  or  fome  other  (great  beaft 

of  a)  hero.  My  two  puppies  have,  in  the  whole 
journey,  overpuppied  their  puppyfliips.  Mod 
abominable  bad  firing  :  nothing  but  wet  turf. 
"  The  Devil  a  lie  I  writ,  nor  will  I  write  to  the 
"  end  of  my  life.  May  all  happinefs  attend  you 
«'  and  your  family.  I  am,  with  all  good  wifhes 
"  and  affection,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fer- 
"  vant. 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

"  You  were  plaguy  faucy  who  did  not  like  my 
"  nuts :  I  do  afTure  my  dog  Lampey  cracks 
"  them  i  the  Dean  is  my  witnefs." 


LETTER      DCLXII. 

FROM  SOME  UNKNOWN  LADY  TO   DR  SWIFT. 

HON.  SIR,  Cajlletoiun,    Nov.  9.  1737. 

T^XcusE  a  ftranger's  addrefs  ;  nothing  but 
•I— ^  the  opinion  I  have  of  your  generofity  and 
humanity  could  encourage  me  to  lay  before  you 
the  inclofed  poem,  being  the  product  of  a  wo- 
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man's  pen  *.  I  fee  the  fevere  ftrokes  you  lay  ou 
the  faulty  part  of  our  fox,  from  which  number 
I  do  not  pretend  to  exempt  myfelf  ;  yet  venture 
to  defire  your  judgment  of  this  little  unfinifhed 
piece,  which  I  fend  you  without  giving  myfelf 
the  leifure  to  correct  it,  willing  that  your  hand 
fhould  bellow  the  laft  beauties.  The  Mufe  is 
my  belt  companion  5  and  if  you  compaflionate 
the  defolate,  permit  me  thisfatisfa&ion,  fince  a 
book  and  a  lonely  walk  are  all  the  gratifications 
I  afford  my  fenfes,  though  not  dulled  with  years. 
I  muft  entreat  you  to  throw  away  two  or  three 
lines  in  anfwer  to  this  i  and  beg  leave  to  conceal 
my  name,  till  I  have  the  honour  of  writing  to 
you  again  ;  which,  if  you  will  allow,  I  {hall  trou- 
ble you  with  a  view  of  feveral  fketches  that  I 
writ  occafionally,  and  will  no  longer  conceal  the 
name  of,  Honoured  Sir,  your  moil  humble  fer- 
v.ant, 

M.  M. 

Sir,  direcl:  to  Mrs  Mary  Moran,  at  Caftletown, 
near  Gorey,  in  the  county  of  Wexford. 

LETTER      DCLXIII. 

LADY   B  -  G  -   TO   DR  SWIFT. 


I 


London,  Nov.  the  13^'.  1735. 
HONESTLY  confefs  I  was  honoured  with 
your's  above  a  month  ago,  which  ought,  in 

all 

•  Poem  is  loft. 
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all  love  and  reafon,  to  have  been  anfwered  above 
a  month  fince  ;  but  I  know  your  faucinefs,  as 
well  as  you  know  my  niece's  ;  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  as  age  is  to  mend  her's,  it  makes  your's 

grow  worfe  ;  and  the  anfwer  to  me  had  been, 

Oh!  (lie  can  give  a  quick  reply  to  mine;  now 
the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  are  here,  (he  wants  to 
know  more  frequently  how  and  what  they  do. 

I  can  tell  you  no  {lory  of  the  ring,  (which  you 
want  to  know),  but  that  it  came  to  my  hands 
through  proper  windings  and  turnings  from  an 
Earl  of  Pctcrborow  ;   and  the  connoifleurs   fay, 
it  is  an  antique,    and  a  pretty  good  one.     I  am 
very  well  pleafed,  and  happy  if  it  ever  ferves  to 
put  you  in  mind  that  I  am  your  humble  fcrvant. 
I  came  lafl  week  from  my  houfe  in  Northamp- 
tonfhire.     1   cannot   fay  the  weather  permitted  . 
me  much  exercife  abroad  ;    but  as  that  houfe  is 
large,_the  neceifary  ftepsthe  miftrefs  muft  make, 
is  fome  ;    and  I  never  loft  any  time  I  could  get 
to  walk  out,   and  fometimes  drove  abroad  in  a 
chair,  with  one  ho rfe;  for  being  abad  rider,  lap- 
prove  much   more  of  that   than    mounting   my 
palfry.     And  whether  it  was  this,  or  the  coun- 
try air,  or  chance,  I  know  not  ;  but,  thank  God, 
I  am  at  prcfent  as  well  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life. 
I  am  wholly  ignorant  who  is  or  will  be  Bifhcp 
of  Corke  ;   for  his  Grace  is  fuch  a  filly  conceited 
man,  that  he  never  vouchfafes  to  confult  me  in 
the  affairs  of  his  kingdom.      I  only  know  that  I 
wifh  heartily  for  Dr  Whetcombe  *,  becaufe  he 
VOL.  XVII.  C  c  feems 

*  John  \Vhetcomte,  D.  D.  then  fellow  of  Dublin  col- 
lege, 
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feems  to  be  a  modeft  good  fort  of  a  man  ;  and 
if  I  was  his  Grace,  (nice  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion againft  him  in  this,  he  fhould  have  it.  But 
as  thefe  matters  are  above  my  capacity,  I  do  af- 
fure  you  I  do  not  in  the  lead  pretend  to  meddle 
\vith  them. 

I  hope,  whenever  you  afk  me  about  the  Coun- 
tefs  and  George,  I  mall  be  able  to  anfwer  you, 
as  I  can  fafely  do  now,  that  as  yet  there  is  no 
fort  of  appearance  that  they  like  one  another  the 
•worfe  for  wearing.  Mrs  Compofition  *  is  much 
your  humble  fervant,  and  has  not  yet  got  her 
winter  cough.  God  blefs  you,  and  adieu. 


LETTER      DCLX1V. 

DR     SWIFT     AND     DR     SHERIDAN     TO     MRS 
\VHITE\VAY. 

DEAR  MADAM,  Cavan,    Nov.  15.   1735. 


WRIT  the  above-lines  in  the  dark,  and  can- 
not read  them  by  a  candle  :    What  I  rne^nt 

was, 

leo;e,  naf!e  Utilinp  of  Clonfert   in   Ireland,  24th   of  Dc- 
ceinber,   1735.   and  corfecrated  4th  of  January  f'jllowinor. 
lie    \vas   afterM'ards   tranflated  to  the  Archblflioprick  ot" 
C.if.iell,  and  died  iti  1754. 
•  Mrs  Eiddy  Floyd.' 
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•was,  to  boaft  of  having  written  to  you  firft,  and 
,given  you  a  full  account  of  my  journey,     i   in- 
clofed  it  in  a  cover  to  Mr  Piochfort,  in  which  I 
defired  he  would  fend  it   to   your  houfe  :    The 
Dotlor   had  his  {hare  in  the  letter  :    Alth6ug!i 
we  could  not  give  fatisfa&ion  to   all   your  que- 
ftions,   I  now  will  to  fome.     My  leg  is  rather 
worfe  ;  but  an  honed  man,  an  apothecary  here, 
fays  it  begins  to  ripen,  and  it  is  in    no   manne» 
of  danger  :    But  I  ventured  to  walk,  which   in- 
flamed  it  a  little.     I  now  keep  my  kg  upon  a 
level,  and  the  eafier,  becaufe  the  weather  is  fo 
foul  that  I  cannot  walk  at   all.     This  is  the  dir,- 
tieft   town,  and,  except  fome   few,  the  dirtied 
people   I   ever    faw,   particularly   the    miftrefs, 
daughter,  and  fervants  of  this  houfe.     My  pup- 
py butler  is  very  happy,  by  finding  himfelf  a- 
mong  a  race  of  fools  almost  as  nafty  as  himfelf. 
I  mull  now  put  you  upon  travelling.     You  muft 
inquire  where  Shale   my  wine-merchant  lives, 
and  order  him  to  have,  the  twelve  dozen  of  wine 
in  bottles  ready  packt  up.     It  muft  be  the  wine 
that  was  two  months   in  bottles  (as  he  afiured 
me)  before  I  left  Dublin  :    For   thefe   a  carrier 
will  be  ready  next  week   to  bring  them   hither. 
The  deanry  woman  muft  be  ready,  and  Kenrick 
and  Laud  muft  afiift ;   and  the  carrier  muft  take 
them  from  Shale's  cellar,  ready  packt  up.     My 
fervioe  to  Mifs  Harrifon.     Pray  fend  her  hither 
by  the  firft  carrier;  and  give  her  eighteen-pence 
to  bear  her  charges ;   of  which  I  will  pay  three- 
pence, and  the  Doctor  intends   to   pay  another 
C  c  2  penny. 
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pinny.  By  the  conduct- of  this  family,  I  ap- 
prehend the  day  of  judgment  is  approaching  ; 
the  father  againil  the  daughter,  the  wife  againlt 
the  hufband,  &c.  I  battle  as  well  as  I  can,  but 
in  vain;  and  you  (hall  change  my  name  to  Dr 
Shift.  \Ve  abound  in  wild  fowl,  by  the  good- 
nefs  of  a  gentleman  in  this  town,  who  moot3 
ducks,  teal,  woodcocks,  fnlpes,  hares,  &c.  for 
us.  Our  kitchen  is  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
houfe  ;  but  the  way  is  fuft,  and  fo  fond  of  our 
fnoes,  that  it  covers  them  with  its  favours."  My 
iirft  attempt  was  to  repair  the  fummer-  houfe,  and 
make  the  way  paflable  to  it  ;  whereupon  Boreas 
•was  fo  angry,  that  he  blew  off  the  roof.  This 
is  the  feventh  day  of  my  landing  here,  of  which 
we  have  had  two  and  a  half  tolerable.  The 
Doctor  is  at  fchool ;  when  he  comes  I  will  in- 
quire who  is  this  romantic  Chevalier^ .  As 

to  Waller's  advertisement,  if  I  was  in  town  I 
would,  for  the  ten  guineas,  let  him  know  the 
author  of  the  narrative  ;  and  I  wifh  you  would, 
by  a  letter  in  an  unknown  hand,  inform  him  of 
v.  hat  I  fay  ;  for  I  want  the  money  to  repair  fome 
deficiencies  here.  My  fervice  to  Mifs  Harrifon 
and  the  Doctor  *,  and  my  love  to  the  two  boys. 
I  (hall  dill  inclofe  to  John  Rochfort,  except  he 
fails  in  fending  you  my  letters.  Service  to  Mrs 
Morgan  ;  I  hope  her  hufband's  man  has  prevail- 
ed to  be  of  the  club.  Adieu.  Pray  take  care 
of  the  wine,  on  which  my  health  depends.  Beg 
a  duck  from  the  Dodlor. 

«  Bog 

*  Youfio;  Mr  Harrifon. 
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"  Beg  a  cluck  !   beg  a  dozen.     You  f hall 

'«  nor  beg,  but  command.  The  Dean  may  talk 
"  of  the  dirtinefs  of  this  town  ;  but  I  can  allure, 
"  that  he  had  more  upon  his  thoes  yefterday 
"  than  is  at  the  word  in  our  corporation,  where- 
"  ever  he  got  it.  As  for  my  part,  I  am  tired  of 
"  him,  for  I  can  never  get  him  out  of  the  dirt ; 
"  and  that  my  Hairs,  and  the  poor  cleanly  maidi, 
"  know  very  well.  You  know  that  he  talks 
"  ironically.  My  wile  and  I  are  perfectly  eafy  ; 
"  for  we  never  fee  one  another  but  by  chance/' 
' 


LETTER      DCLXV. 

MRS   SICAN    TO    DR   SWIFT. 
REV.    SIR,  Nov.    15.    1735^. 

A  GENTLEMAN,  who  is  jufl  arrived  from  P.> 
-£ -»•  ris,  brought  me  a  letter  from  my  fon,  who 
prefents  his  duty  to  you,  and  defires  me  to  fend 
you  the  inclofed.  I  am  fure  I  was  glad  of  any 
occafion  to  write  to  yoa,  in  iiopes  of  the 
pleafure  of  hearing  you  were  well,  and  arrived 
fafe  at  the  land  of  Canaan.  The  hurt  you  re- 
ceived in  your  fliin,  I  was  afraid  would  prevent 
your  going  out  of  town  :  I  beg  to  know  how  it 
is  now.  I  believe  you  will  be  pleafed  to  hear 
poor  Throp  has  had  juflice  done  him  in  College- 
Green.  The  trial  Lifted  till  midnight,  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  Houfe  were  for  him  :  He  is  no\v  go- 
C  c  3  jug 
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ing  to  petition  the  Houfe  to  oblige  Col.  Waller 
to  wave  his  privilege ;  but  it  is  thought  he  will 
not  obtain  that  favour. 

Lady  Achefon  came  to  town  yefterday.  She 
defired  me  to  prefent  her  beft  refpetts  to  you, 
and  tell  you  (lie  is  fomething  better.  Lord  Or- 
rery is  fretting  himfelf  to  death  that  he  did  not 
come  to  town  time  enough  to  enjoy  the  happi- 
nefs  of  your  conversion.  Our  Irifh  ladies  made 
a  fine  appearance  the  birth-day  at  the  caftle  ; 
nothing  about  them  Iriih  but  their  fouls  and 
bodies :  I  think  th<j,y  may  be  compared  to  a  city 
on  fire,  which  (nines  by  that  which  deftroys 
them.  Several  dealers  in  raw  filk  are  broke: 
The  weavers  having  no  encouragement  to  work 
up  the  filk,  fold  it,  and  drank  the  money.  I 
beg  you  will  give  rny  fervice  to  Dr  Sheridan, 
•who  I  hope  is  recovered.  His  old  friend,  Lord 
Clancarty,  drinks  fo  hard  it  is  believed  he  will 
kill  himfelf  before  his  law-fuit  is  ended.  I  hope 
you  will  like  the  country  about  a  raonth,  and 
then  order  Mrs  Whiteway  and  me  to  bring  a 
coach  and  fix,  and  fet  you  fafe  at  home,  for  this 
is  not  riding  weather.  I  am,  with  the  moft  pro- 
found refpeft,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  hum- 
ble fervant, 

E.  SICAN. 


LETTER 
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MRS     \VHITEWAY     TO     DR     SWIFT. 
SIR,  Nsv.    15.    1735. 

I  AM  moft  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the 
honour  you  have  done  me,  and  the  account 
is  juft  what  I  feared,  that  you  would  be  excefliwe 
weary,  your  fliin  bad,  and  difappointed  in  th-e 
Doctor's  Canaan.  The  latter  I  am  forry  is  not 
agreeable  to  you,  but  your  fhin  gives  me  infinite 
trouble.  I  hope  in  God  you  have  taken  care  of 
it :  If  it  is  any  running  fore,  drefs  it  twice  a-day 
with  Venice  turpentine,  and  the  yoke  of  an  egg 
beaten  together,  an  equal  quantity  of  each. 
Spread  it  thick  on  a  cloth,  and  bathe  it  once  a- 
day  in  warm  milk  :  If  it  is  only  black  and  pain- 
ful, apply  warm  rum  to  it  often.  Pray,  Sir, 
give  orders  your  meat  may  be  indifferently  done; 
and  if  the  cook  fails,  then  defireit  maybe  ill  done : 
I  have  known  this  receipt  very  fuccefsful,  and 
a  dinner  eaten  with  pleafure  cooked  with  thefe 
directions.  You  are  very  rude,  Dr  Sheridan, 
to  interrupt  me  when  I  am  fpeaking  to  the  Dean  : 
No  wonder  I  am  fo  bad  a  liftener,  when  you  are 
always  putting  in  your  word.  Pox  take  that 
ftraitnefs  in  your  bread,  and  difficulty  in  breath- 
ing. Drink  warm  ptifan,  and  nothing  elfe,  ex- 
cept liquorice  tea  in  the  morning,  and  ride  every 
day.  Sir,  I  know  nothing  of  the  Spanifh 
liquorice,  unhfe  it  came  with  the  reft  of  the 

things 
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things  from,  the  apothecary's,  or  Mrs  Sican  ;  but 
fo  far  your  fervant  is  right,  that  what  bundles  I 
found  on  the  bed,  I  put  up  :  I  was  wrong  that  I 
djd  not  examine  them  ;  let  Dr  Sheridan  take  it 
plentifully,  it  is  very  good  for  him.  I  was  at 
the  deanry  two  days  ago;  every  thing  is  right 
there  i  the  floor  you  lie  in  is  all  clean,  and  I 
deiired  Mrs  Ilidgeway  to  get  the  great  chair 
covered,  and  Jane  to  put  a  fire  once  a-week  in 
your  chamber,  and  in  the  drawing-room,  to  air 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen.  One  of  the  in- 
clofed  papers  Mr  Kenrick  defired  me  to  fend; 
you  fee  1  keep  to  my  word,  and  am  determined 
never  to  trouble  you  with  other  people's  bufinefs. 
The  vengeance  take  you,  Doctor,  will  you  never 
be  quiet  ?  I  tell  you  I  have  never  a  fat  pigeon 
for  you,  your  gooie  I  will  not  have  ;  we  arc  over- 
ftock'd  with  them;  but  I  fend  you  Col.  Wal- 
ler's cafe,  that  came  before  the  houfe  on  Thurf- 
day.  I  believe  you  will  wonder  that  after  the  i 
heavy  charges  laid  on  Mr  Throp  fo  juftly  by  the 
Colonel  that  he  was  not  ordered  into  cuftody  ; 
but,  to  the  furprife  of  every  body,  the  chairman 
was  voted  out  of  the  chair  at  one  of  the  clock  in 
the  morning,  and  fo  the  affair  ended.  It  is  true, 
there  was  a  miftake  of  about  a  month  between 
Col.  Waller's  account  and  Mr  Throp's  in  the 
ferving  of  a  fubpcena  ;  and  I  think  it  was  a  fcan- 
dalous  thing,  that  a  worthy  member's  word 
fhould  not  be  taken  before  a  little  parfon's  oath. 
I  fuppofe  you  expect  I  fhould  anfwer  your  logic 
gmcl  compliments ;  but  do  you  think  I  have  no- 
thing 
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thing  elfe  to  employ  me  but  trifling  away  rr»y 
time  in  murdering  the  language  with  your  ay- 
Con  O  my's?  I  am  no  more  a  liar  than  your- 
felf  ;  therefore  you  are  obliged  to  accept  of  my 
bed  withes  and  mod  humble  refpecls  :  So  I 
have  done  with  you  this  time  for  good  and  all. 
Mr  Dean,  I  am  fure  Rochefaucault's  maxim  ne- 
ver fails  :  I  ani  this  moment  an  inftance  of  it,  ta- 
king a  fecret  pleafure  in  all  the  little  ruffles  you 
meet  with  in  the  country,  in  hopes  it  will  halleu 
you  to  town.  My  He  olive  branch  has  a  more 
immediate  lofs  than  any  of  us  ;  his  body  fufters 
as  well  as  his  mind;  for  fince  he  cannot  enjoy 
the  tuppineis  and  benefit  of  your  converfation, 
he  applies  himfelf  too  clofe  to  his  ftudies  :  la 
fhort  I  think  he  is  almoft  in  the  flare  of  the  com- 
pany he  entertains  himfelf  with  all  the  morning; 
and  if  you  faw  him  in  company  of  the  attendants 
of  the  governor  of  Glubbdubdrib,  you  would  find 
the  fame  horror  feize  you  by  looking  on  his  coun- 
tenance *.  My  fair  daughter  prefents  you  her 
mod  humble  and  obedient  refpe&s  ;  fays,  fhe  is 
not  at  all  changed  by  your  abfence,  for  whenever 
fhe  hath  the  honour  to  fee  you,  you  will  ftill 
find  her  the  fame.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedi- 
ent and  obliged  humble  fervant, 

MARTHA  WHITEWAY. 

Jane 


Mr  Harrtfon  was   always  very  thin,  and  of  a  weak' 
onftitution. 
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Jane  juft  came  here  with  a  poem  of  Mr  Dun- 
kin's,  that  was  fent  to  the  deanry,  and  ting 
letter  that  I  inclofe. 


LETTER      DCLXVII. 

DR     SWIFT      AND      DR     SHERIDAN     TO      MRS 
WHITE  WAY. 

DEAR  MADAM,  Cavan,    Nov.   1 8.   1735. 

\T  /  K  were  undone  for  want  of  your  anfwer, 
*  »  and  thought  thut  Mr  Rockfort  was  at 
his  country  feat,  to  whom  I  dire&ed  mine,  as  he 
was  a  franker.  Never  any  thing  of  fo  fmall  a 
kind  was  fo  vexatious  to  me  as  this  broken  fhin. 
If  I  had  apprehended  the  conlequences,  I  would 
not  have  ftirred  from  Dublin  until  it  was  cured. 
It  hath  prevented  my  walking  and  riding.  An 
apothecary,  the  only  doctor  here,  has  it  in  care, 
and  I  cannot  fay  I  am  better.  But  the  furgeoa 
of  the  barrack  here,  a  friend  to  the  Do&or,  has 
been  with  me  this  morning,  faw  the  fore,  and 
fays  it  is  in  a  good  way  i  and  that  he  will  con* 
fult  with  the  apothecary,  and  foon  make  me  well. 
It  fmarts  more  to-day  than  ever  ;  but  the  furgeon 
faid,  it  was  becaufe  fome  powder,  called  prceci- 
pitate,  (an  like  you),  was  put  on  this  morning  to 
eat  oil  the  black  ikin  in  the  middle  of  the  fore. 
It  digetls  every  day,  but  I  cannot  digeft  it.  I 
fhall  lofe  my  health  by  fitting  ftill,  and  my  leg  in 
a  chair,  like  a  Grattan  in  the  gout.  I  wifh  I  had 

ftaid 
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ftaid  at  home,  and  you  had  been  my  furgeon. 
To  fay  truth,  this  town  and  country  are  fo  difa- 
greeable  by  nature  and  art,  that  I  have  no  other 
temptation  to  ride  or  walk  except  that  of  health, 
our  houfe,  and  fhoes,  and  ftreets  are  fo  perpetual- 
ly and  abominably  dirty.  Eight  of  the  inhabi- 
tants came  out  to  meet  me  a  mile  or  two  from 
town.  The  refl  would  have  come  but  for  fome 
unexpected  impediment.  In  fome  days  after,  I 
invited  the  principal  men  in  town  to  fup  with 
me  at  the  beft  inn  here.  There  were  fixteen  of 
them,  and  1  came  off  rarely  for  about  thirty  fhil- 
lings.  They  were  all  very  modeft  and  obliging. 
Wild  fowl  is  cheap,  and  all  very  good,  except 
the  ducks,  which,  though  far  from  fea,  have  a 
rank  talle  from  the  lakes.  It  is^nothing  to  have 
a  prefent  of  a  dozen  fnipes,  teal,  woodcock, 
widgeon,  duck,  and  mallard,  &c.  You  would 
admire  to  fee  me  at  my  endeavours  to  fupply 
deanry  conveniences.  The  curfed  turf  is  two 
hours  kindling,  and  two  minutes  decaying.  You 
are  a  little  too  jocofe  upon  Mr  Harrifon's  coun- 
tenance. I  hope  he  hath  no  return  of  illnefs, 
nor  is  more  lean  than  I  left  him.  He  mull  bor- 
row an  hour  more  from  his  ftudies,  and  beftow 
it  on  exercife  and  mirth  ;  otherwife  he  may  be 
like  the  mifer,  who,  by  not  affording  himfelf 
victuals,  died  a  dozen  years  the  fooner,  by  which 
he  loft  many  thoufand  pounds  more  than  if  he 
had  fed  upon  pheafants,  and  drank  burgundy  e- 
very  day.  I  muft  now  repeat  the  commiflion  I 
mentioned.  The  old  woman,  Kenrick,  and 

Laud 
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Laud  mud  find  out  Shale  the  wine-merchant : 
A  carrier  will  go  next  week  to  the  deanry,  be 
taught  to  find  out  Shale  with  Kenrick-  Shale 
muft,  as  he  promifed,  pack  up  twelve  dozen  of 
his  claret  which  hath  been  bottled  three  months 
already.  This  muft  be  given  to  the  carrier  by 
Shale,  and  ready  put  up  in  fome  hampers  as  he 
will  contrive.  I  hope  Mr  Rochfort  will  be  in 
town  to  fend  you  this  letter^  I  am  ever  your's, 
and  rry  love  to  the  girls  and  boys. 

LETTER     DCLXVIII. 

DEAR    MADAM, 

"  rT"  O  fay  the  truth,  I  am  not  concerned  for 
"  A  the  Dean's  accident,  fince  my  friend 
"  Jacob  fays  there  is  no  danger  in  it  ;  becaufe  it 
"  keeps  him  from  his  long  walks,  by  which 
"  means  1  fee  he  is  gathering  fiefh,  and  I  hops 
"  will  gather  health  and  wealth  by  being  here  ; 
'<  for  as  theScotchman  fays,"VVhare  there  is  Muck, 
"  there  is  Luck.  I  have  no  news  but  too  much 
**  plenty  of  guttables  •,  if  we  had  agreeable  com- 
"  panions  as  plenty  as  woodcocks,  ducks,  fnipes, 
"  cum  fociis,  this  would  be  a  paradife.  I  am, 
"  dear  Madam,  with  all  fervices  as  aforefaid,  your 
"  moil  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

»  T.  S. 

««  Pray  write  to  the  Dean  to  behave  himfelf 

<*  better  to  me.  I  want  you  to  Hand  by  me." 

LETTER 
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LORD   B TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Bath,  Nov.  22.   1735. 

I  HAVE  been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to 
write  to  you  with  fafety,  becaufe  I  had  a 
mind  to  do  it  with  freedom  ;  and  particularly  to 
explain  to  you  what  I  meant,  when  I  told  you 
fome  time  ago,  that  I  was  almoil  tired  with  ftrug- 
gling  to  no  purpofe  againft  univerfal  corruption. 
I  am  now  at  the  Bath,  where  there  are  at  pre- 
fcnt  many  Irifh  families;  and  though  I  have  in- 
quired of  them  all,  if  any  gentleman  or  fervant 
was  returning  thither,  yet  I  can  hear  of  none, 
fo  that  I  am  forced,  if  I  write  at  all,  to  truft  my 
letter  by  the  common  poll.  Nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  this  letter  will  be  opened  there, 
the  rafcals  of  the  office  have  moft  infamous  di- 
rections to  do  it  upon  all  occafions  j  but  they 
would,  every  man  of  them,  be  turned  out,  if  a 
letter  of  mine  to  you  fhould  efcape  their  intui- 
tion. I  am  thinking  what  the  minifters  may  get 
by  their  peeping  ;  why,  if  I  fpeak  my  mind  very 
plainly,  they  may  difcover  two  things  ;  one  is, 
thu  I  have  a  very  great  .regard  for  you  ;  the  o- 
ther,  that  I  have  a  very  great  contempt  for  them ; 
and  in  every  thing  I  fay  or  do,  ftill  fet  them  at 
defiance.  Thefe  things,  if  they  did  not  know- 
before,  they  are  very  welcome  to  find  out  now; 
and  I  am  determined  in  fome  other  points  like- 
VOL.  XVII.  Dd  wife, 
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•wife,  to  fpeak  my  mind  very  plainly  to  you.  You 
muft  know  then,  that  when  I  faid  I  grew  weary 
of  contending  with  corruption,  I  never  meant 
absolutely  to  withdraw  myfelf  from  parliament ; 
perhaps  1  may  not  flacken  even  my  perfonal  op- 
pofition  to  the  wicked  meafures  of  the  admini- 
itration,  but  really  I  find  my  health  begins  to 
require  fome  attention,  and  I  labour  under  a 
diftemper  which  the  long  fittings  in  parliament 
by  no  means  agree  with.  When  Mr  Faulkner 
delivered  me  your  former  letter,  (for  I  have  fince 
had  one  fent  me  hither  by  Mr  Pope),  I  was  juft 
got  up  from  my  bed,  where  I  had  lain  the  whole 
night  in  moil  excefiive  torture,  with  a  violent 
fit  of  the  gravel.  I  was  not  able  to  write  you 
any  anfwer  by  him,  who  was  to  depart  in  two 
days,  and  ever  fince  I  have  been  at  this  place 
drinking  the  waters,  in  hopes  they  may  be  of 
fervice  to  me.  Befides  this  of  my  ill  date  of 
health,  I  am  convinced  that  our  conflitution  is 
already  gone,  and  we  are  idly  ftruggling  to 
maintain,  what  in  truth  has  been  long  loft,  like 
fome  old  fools  here,  with  gout  and  paliies  at 
fourfcore  years  old,  drinking  the  waters,  in  hopes 
of  health  again.  If  this  was  not  our  cafe,  and 
that  the  people  are  already  in  effect  Haves,  would 
it  have  been  pofllble  for  the  fame  minifter,  who 
had  projected  the  excife  fcheme  (before  the  heats 
it  had  occafioned  in  the  nation  were  well  laid) 
to  have  chofen  a  new  parliament  again  exactly 
to  his  mind  ?  and  though  perhaps  not  altoge- 
ther fo  flrong  in  numbers,  yet  as  well  difpofed 
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in  general  t-o  his  purpofes  as  he  could  wifh.  His 
matter,  I  doubt,  is  not  fo  well  beloved  as  I  coul-l 
wilh  he  was  ;  the  miniiler  I  am  fure,  is  as  much 
hated  and  detefted  as  ever  man  was,  and 
yet,  I  fay,  a  new  parliament  was  chofen  of  the 
(limp  that  was  dcfired,  jull  -after  having  failed 
in  the  moft  odious  fcheme  that  ever  was  pro- 
jected. After  this,  what  hopes  can  there  ever 
poflibly  be  of  fuccefs  ?  Unlefs  it  be  from  confu- 
fion,  which  God  forbid  I  fhould  live  to  fee.  In 
fnort,  the  whole  nation  is  fo  abandoned  and  cor- 
rupt, that  the  crown  can  never  fail  of  a  majority 
in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  he  makes  them 
all  in  one  houfe,  and  he  chufes  above  half  in  the 
other.  Four  and  twenty  bifhops,  and  fixteea 
Scotch  Lords,  is  a  terrible  weight  in  one  j  forty- 
five  from  one  country,  befides  the  Welt  of  Eng- 
land, and  all  the  government-boroughs,  is  a 
dreadful  number  in  the  other.  Were  his  Ma- 
jefty  inclined  to-morrow  to  declare  his  body- 
loachman  his  firft  minifler,  it  would  do  juft  as 
well,  and  the  wheels  of  government  would  move 
as  eafily  as  they  do  with  thefagacious  driver,  who 
now  fits  in  the  box.  Parts  and  abilities  are  not  in  the 
kad  wanting  to  conduct  affairs;  the  coachman 
knows  how  to  feed  his  cattle,  and  the  other  feeds 
the  beads  in  his  fervice,  and  this  is  all  the  {kill 
that  is  neceffary  in  either  cafe.  Are  not  thefe 
i'uiiicient  difficulties  and  difcouragements,  if  there 
were  no  others  ;  and  would  any  man  druggie  a- 
gainft  corruption,  when  he  knows,  that  if  he  is 
ever  near  defeating  it,  thofe  who  make  ufe.  of  it 
D  d  2  only 
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only  doubt  the  dofe,  and  carry  all  their  points 
farther,  and  with  a  higher  hand,  than  perhaps 
they  at  firft  intended.  Befides  all  this,  I  have 
had  particular  misfortunes  and  difappointments: 
I  had  a  very  near  relation,  of  great  abilities,  who 
was  my  fellow-labourer  in  the  public  caufe  :  He 
Ls^gone  ;  I  loved  and  efteemed  him  much,  and 
perhaps  wifhed  to  fee  him  one  day  ferving  his 
country  in  fome  honourable  ftation  :  No  man 
was  more  capable  of  doing  it,  nor  had  better  in- 
tentions for  the  public  fervice  than  himfelf;  and 
I  may  truly  fay,  that  the  many  mortifications  he 
met  with,  In  ten  or  twelve  years  ftruggling  in 
parliament,  was  the  occafion  of  his  death.  I  have 
loft  likewife  the  crueft  friend,  I  may  almofl  fay 
fervant,  that  ever  man  had,  in  Mr  Merril ;  he 
underftood  the  courfe  of  the  revenues,  and  the 
public  accounts  of  the  kingdom  as  well,  perhaps 
better,  than  any  man  in  it;  and  in  this  refpe&  he 
was  of  fingular  ufe  to  me :  It  is  utterly  impoffible 
for  me  to  go  through  the  drudgery  by  myfelf, 
which  I  ufed  to  do  eafily  with  his  affiftance,  and 
herein  it  is  that  oppofition  galls  the  moft 

Thefe  feveral  matters  I  have  enumerated,  you 
will  allow  to  be  fome  difcouragements  ;  but  ne- 
verthelefs,  when  the  time  comes,  I  believe  you 
will  find  me  acting  the  fame  part  I  have  ever 
done,  and  which  I  am  more  fatisfied  with  my- 
felf for  having  done,  fince  my  conduct  has  met 
with  your  approbation  :  And  give  me  leave  to 
return  you  my  fince  re  thanks  for  the  many  kind 
expreflions  of  your  friendihip,  which  I  efteem  as 
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I  ought,  and  will  endeavour  to  deferve,  as  well 
as  I  can.  You  inquire  after  Bolingbroke,  and 
vrhen  he  will  return  from  France.  If  he  had  li- 
ftened  to  your  admonitions  and  chidings  about 
(economy,,  he  need  never  have  gone  there  ;  but 
now  I  fancy- he  will  fcarce  return  from  thence, 
till  an  old  gentleman,  but  a  very  hale  one,  pleafes 
to  die.  I  have  feen  feveral  of  your  letters  on 
frugality  to  our  poor  friend  John  Gay,  (who 
needed  them  not),  but  true  patriotifm  can  have 
no  other  foundation.  When  I  fee  lords  of  the 
greeted  eflates  meanly  ilooping  to  take  a  dirty 
pension,  becaufe  they' want  a  little  ready  money 
for  their  extravagancies,  I  cannot  help  wifhing 
to  fee  fome  papers  writ  by  you,  that  may,  if  pof- 
iible,  fhame  them  out  of  it.  This  is  the  only 
thing  can  recover  our  constitution,  and  reltore 
honefly.  I  have  often  thought,  that  if  ten  or  a 
dozen  patriots,  who  are  known  to  bs  rich  enough 
to  have  ten  difhes-  every  day  for  dinner,  would 
invite  their  friends  only  to  two  or  three,  it  might 
perhaps  ihame  thofe  who  cannot  afford  two, 
from  having  conilantly  ten,  and  fo  it  would  be 
in  every  other  circumftance  of  life  :  But  luxury 
is  our  ruin.  This  grave  Muff  that  I  have  written, 
looks  like  preaching  ;  but  I  may  venture  to  fay 
'to  you  it  is  not,  for  I  fpeak  from  the  fincerity  of 
mv  heart.  We  are  told  a  peace  is  made  ;  if  it 
be  true,  I  am  fatisfied  ;  our  minifters  did  not 
fo  much  as  know  of  the  negociation  :  The  arti- 
cles, which  are  the  oftenfible  ones,  are  better 
than  /ould  be  expe&ed  ;  but  1  doubt  there  are 
D  d  3  fome 
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fome  fecret  ones  that  may  coft  us  dear,  and  I  am 
fully  convinced  the  fear  of  thcfe  will  furnifh  our 
minifters  a  pretence  for  not  reducing  a  fingle 
man  of  our  army.  I  have  juft  room  to  tell  you 
a  ridiculous  (lory  has  happened  here.  In  the 
diocefe  of  Wells,  the  Bifhop  and  his  Chancellor 
have  quarrelled  :  The  confequence  has  been,  the 
Bifhop  has  excommunicated  the  Chancellor,  and 
he  in  return  has  excommunicated  the  two  Arch- 
deacons. A  vifitation  of  the  clergy  was  appoint- 
ed ;  the  Bifhop  not  being  able  to  go  himfelf, 
directed  his  Archdeacons  to  vifit  for  him.  The 
Chancellor  alledges  from  the  conftitution  of  him, 
this  cannot  be,  and  that  the  Bifhop  can  delegate 
his  power  to  nobody  but  himfelf;  fo  that  pro- 
bably all  the  clergy  who  attend  on  the  Chancel- 
lor will  be  excommunicated  by  the  Bifhop,  and 
all  who  obey  the  orders  of  the  Archdeacons  will 
be  excommunicated  by  the  Chancellor.  The 
Bifhop  in  the  cathedral,  when  the  fentence  of 
excommunication  was  going  to  be  read,  fent  for 
it,  and  tore  it  in  the  open  church  ;  the  Chancel- 
lor afterwards  affixed  it  on  the  church-doors. 
There  are  a  great  many  more  very  ridiculous 
circumftances  attending  this  affair,  which  I  can- 
not well  explain  :  But  upon  a  reference  of  the 
whole  to  my  Lord  High  Chancellor,  I  am  told 
he  has  declared  his  opinion  in  fupport  of  his 
brother  Chancellor.  I  am  glad  I  have  left  no 
fpace  to  put  my  name  to  the  bottom  of  my  letter  j 
after  fome  things  I  have  faid  it  may  be  impro- 
per, and  I  am  fure  it  is  needlefs,  when  I  aflure 
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you,  no  man  can  be  with  more  fincerity  and  re- 
gard than  I  am  your  mofl  obedient  humble  fer- 
vant. 


LETTER      DCLXX. 

MRS   WHITEWAY   TO   DR  SWIFT. 
SIR, 

1  RECEIVE  as  a  high  favour  your  juft  repri- 
mand for  not  anfwering  your  letter  by  the 
firfl  pod  ;  nay,  I  will  add  another  fault  to  it, 
by  endeavouring  to  excufe  myfelf.  It  was  out 
of  the  higheft  refpe&  I  did  not  write,  left  you 
fhould  think  me  too  forward  in  giving  trouble. 
But  fince  I  have  your  licence,  1  will  not  mifs  an 
opportunity  of  paying  my  moft  humble  duty, 
and  of  acknowledging  the  greateft  obligations  I 
ever  lay  under  to  any  mortal.  I  have  had  the 
very  ill  fortune  to  come  late  under  your  care  j 
yet  even  thefe  difadvantages  do  not  hinder  you, 
from  acting  the  moft  friendly  part,  of  endea- 
vouring to  enlarge  my  mind,  and  mend  my  er- 
rors ;  you  fee  how  induftrioufly  I  avoid  men- 
tioning the  word  faults.  When  you  left  us,  I 
did  not  think  it  would  be  poiTible  for  me  to  dread 
getting  a  letter  from  you  ;  but  the  account  of 
your  leg,  which  I  find  worfe  and  worfe,  alarms 
me  to  that  degree,  that  I  tremble  for  the  confe- 
quence.  I  conjure  you,  dear  Sir,  not  to  truft 
any  longer  to  country-helps  :  Your  appetite, 

your 
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your  health,  is  in  the  greateft  danger,  by  fitting 
fo  much  as  you  mufl  be  obliged  to  do,  till  that 
is  well.  I  know  life  is  as  little  regarded  by  you 
as  any  one  ;  but  to  live  in  mifery,  is  what  I  am 
fure  you  ought  to  avoid.  The  wine  was  packed 
up  on  Tuefday  laft  in  a  hogfhead  :  I  thought 
that  was  fafer  than  a  hamper  :  Mr  Kenrick  and 
Laud  were  by  all  the  time  :  They  and  Mr  Shale 
•were  here  with  me  that  night :  They  tell  me 
they  got  large  bottles,  of  which  I  gave  a  great 
charge.  Mr  Shale  defires  the  wine  maybe  kept 
in  the  fame  manner  it  is  now  packed,  and  taken 
out  by  half  dozens  as  it  is  ufed  :  The  numbers 
taken  out  may  be  chalked  on  the  head  of  the 
veflel,  to  fee  that  jaftice  is  done  :  He  thinks  it 
will  keep  better  that  way  than  perhaps  in  a  cel- 
lar. I  think  you  came  off"  fcandaloufly  cheap 
•with  treating  fixteen  gentlemen  for  a  moidore. 
Prav,  Dr  Sheridan,  when  the  Dean  next  ufes 
you  ill,  tell  him  of  his  pitiful  doings.  My  fon 
is  greatly  obliged  to  you,  Sir,  for  your  care  and 
advice  -,  and  affures  me  your  word  fhall  be  an 
oracle  to  him.  He  has  not  had  a  return  of  his 
diforder :  yet  his  ftomaeh  is  gone,  and  of  con- 
fequence  his  fpirits.  Mr  and  Mrs  Morgan  have 
commanded  me  to  fend  you  their  moft  obedient 
refpefts,  and  are  much  concerned  about  your 
leg.  Pray,  Sir,  date  your  letters.  I  believe 
both  you  and  Dr  Sheridan  hate  writing  the  word 
November  ;  for  not  one  of  them  have  been  da- 
ted. I  only  hate  the  day  of  the  month  :  The 
truth  was,  in  my  laft  I  could  not  recollect  it, 

(for 
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(for  I  think  I  forgot  it),  and  watched  for  fome 
of  the  brats  to  tell  me.  Left  I  fhould  do  the 
fame  now,  be  pleafed  to  remember  I  write  this 
Nov.  22.  1735'  I  am,  Sir,  your  moil  obedient 
and  moil  obliged  humble  fervant, 

MARTHA  WHITEWAY. 

If  you  are  pleafed  to  dirc&  to  me  under  cover 
to  Mr  Morcan.  I  fhall  get  your  Jetters. 
Perhaps  Mr  Rochfort  may  go  "out  of  town, 
and  then  I  fhould  be  long  without  them. 


LETTER    DCLXXI. 

i)R    SWIFT    ^IND     DR    SHERIDAN     TO     MRS 
WHITEWAY. 

DEAR   MADAM,  Nov.  22.   1735. 

HAviNG  anfwered  your  long  letter,  which 
was  improved  by  the  Doctor's  *  addi- 
tions, I  now  tell  you  that  a  Monday  next,  which 
will  be  the  24th  inftant,  a  carrier  will  go  from 
hence,  and  is  directed  by  another  letter  to  you, 
to  manage  the  bufinefs  of  fending  the  twelve 
dozen  of  wine,  which  Mr  Shale  has  ready  bot- 
tled, and  mud  fee  it  packed  up  in  his  beft  man- 
ner in  hampers  or  hogfheads,  as  I  mentioned  in 
my  laft,  and  that  the  wine  was  bottled  (as  he 
fays)  two  months  before  I  came  away.  Kenrick 
and  Laud,  and  the  woman,  will  be  your  affiftants. 
*  The 

•  Mr  Harrifon's. 


$22        DEAN     SWIFT's 

The  fellow  will  be  with  you  by  Wedncfday 
night  or  Thurfday  morning,  and  I  will  write  by 
him.  I  cannot  fay  my  fhin  is  yet  better,  al- 
though our  apothecary  and  the  barrack-furgeo~n 
attend  me  ;  but  they  fee  no  clanger,  and  pro- 
mife  I  (hall  recover  in  a  few  days.  Mean  time, 
I  dare  neither  walk  nor  ride  ;  and  yet  I  think 
my  ftomach  is  better,  and  fo  may  continue  un- 
til I  grow,  weary  of  fnipe,  teal,  widgeon,  wood- 
cock, hare,  leveret,  wild-duck,  field-fare,  &c. 
My  fervice  to  your  He  and  the  brats.  Let  Ken- 
rick,  my  verger,  know  what  I  write  about  the 
wine,  that  he  and  Laud,  and  the  woman,  may 
be  prepared  ;  this  will  fave  me  a  letter  to  him. 
1  am  ever  entierment  vous.  , 

Cavan,  Nov.  22.  "> 

1735-       ; 

I  fhall  never  be  quiet  ;  a  country-author,  un- 
known, hath  fent  me  a  manufcript  of  200  pages 
for  my  judgment.  Pray  fend  me  the  three 
quires  of  paper  in  quarto  ;  for  the  Dotlor  hath 
fwallowed  up  mine,  and  we  have  nous  left. 


«*  I  can  affure  you,  dear  Madam,  with  pleafure, 
"  that  the  Dean  begins  to  look  healthier  and 
«{  plumper  already  ;  and  I  hope  will  mend 
"  every  day.  But  to  deal  plainly  with  you,  I 
'*  am  a  little  afraid  of  his  good  ftomach,  though 
'*  victuals  are  cheap,  becaufe  it  improves  every 
"  day,  and  I  do  not  know  how  far  this  may  in- 
<*  creafe  my  family-expeaces.  He  pays  me  but 

"  two 
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"  two  crowns  a-week  for  his  ordinary  :  And  I 
<{  own  that  I  am  a  little  too  modeft  to  grumble 
"  at  it  •,  but  if  you  would  give  him  a  hint  about 
c<  wear  and  tare  of  goods,  I  make  no  doubt  but 
*'  his  own  diicretion  would  make  him  raife  his 
«c  price.  Pray  do  this  (as  you  do  all  other  things) 
"  in  the  handfomeft  manner  you  can.  I  am,  to 
ic  you  and  your's,  as  much  your's  as  the  Dean 
"  aforefaid." 

I  define  you  will  hint  to  the  Doctor  that  he 
would  pleafe  to  abate  four  millings  a-week  from 
the  ten,  which  he  mofl  exorbitantly  makes  me 
pay  him  ;  but  tell  him  you  got  this  hint  from, 
another  hand,  and  that  all  Dublin  cries  ftiame  at 
him  for  it. 


LETTER      DCLXXII. 

MRS     WHITEWAT    TO     DR    SWIFT. 
<  -  : 

SIR,  NOV.  25.   1735. 

I  HAVE  not  known,  for  fome  years,  the  pleafurc 
of  a  pod-day,  till  within  thefe  three  weeks. 
I  read  your  letters  twenty  times  over.  I  tell  you 
this  to  induce  you  to  continue  me  in  your  fa- 
vour ;  for  I  know  it  is  your  ftudy  to  make  the 
wretched  happy.  The  wine  is  ready  for  the 
carman,  and  all  the  caution  taken  that  you  com- 
manded. If  I.durft,  I  would  repine  that  you 
could  think  I  mould  require  your  orders  three 

times 
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times  repeated  to  take  care  of  what  you  told  me 
your  health  depended  on.  1  rejoice  to  find  your 
ftomach  is  better,  but  grieve  to  hear  your  leg 
continues  fo  long  bad.  I  (hall  defpife  your  fur- 
geon  and  apothecary,  if  they  do  not  cure  it  im- 
mediately. Apollo  hath  always  waited  on  you, 
•when  it  was  not  half  fo  material.  Where  the 
vengeance  is  he  now  ?  After  all,  he  juftly  quits 
you,  fmce  you  have  left  off  invoking  him.  Idle- 
nefs  is  your  crime ;  to  punifh  you,  he  confines 
you  to  a  chair,  and  the  penance  he  enjoins,  is  to 
employ  your  pen  once  more  :  If  not,  there  are 
vultures  to  prey  on  legs  as  well  as  livers  :  I  wifh. 

you  were  fafe  out  of  their  hands-     Mr , 

Dr 's  curate,  laft  week  committed  another 

fine  exploit:  He  way-laid  his  wife,  who  was  go- 
ing home  from  a  neighbour's,  about  eleven  at 
night,  with  two  fervant-maids  with  her,  and 
would  have  perfuaded  her  to  have  gone  to  his 
lodging  ;  fhe  refufing,  he  called  the  watch,  and 
put  her  and  her  maids  into  the  watch-houfe  as 
flrollers,  with  orders  to  keep  them  there  till 

morning.     Mrs got  off  by  fome  means  or 

other,  but  the  women  were  kept  all  night.  Mrs 
Sican  told  me  the  news,  and  withall  that  the 
Doc~lor  is  at  laft  very  angry  with  him.  Mr 
-  's  great  fondnefs  to  get  his  wife  home, 
was  to  (lop  a  profecution  {he  had  begun  againft 
him  in  the  Bifhop's  court,  for  cruel  ufage  ;  and 
if  he  had  prevailed  on  her  to  have  gone  with  him, 
the  affair  muft  have  dropped.  I  was  at  the  dean- 
ryion  Saturday,  though  I  forgot  to  mention  it  in 

my 
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my  lad  letter.  My  fon  was  there  ycfterday,  and 
I  would  have  been  there  to-day,  if  a  fwelled  face 
had  not  prevented  me.  I  have  feut  for  Mr  Ken- 
rick  or  Mr  Laud,  to  let  them  know  your  com- 
mands. I  mud  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  de- 
liver the  inclofed  to  Dr  Sheridan,  and  to  pardon 
my  fealing  it.  You  are  fenfible  there  are  fecrets 
that  the  neareft  friends  muft  not  fee.  As  you 
have  nothing  to  do,  be  pleafecl  to  write  me  the 
heads  of  the  two  hundred  pages  in  manufcript, 
and  I  will  give  my  opinion  about  it.  I  muft 
now  intreat  you  to  think  of  coming  to  town  j  I 
trull  in  God  your  (hin  will  not  require  it ;  but 
confider  how  it  is  pofiible  for  me  to  fpend  the 
winter  evenings,  who  have  been  fo  delightfully 
entertained  all  fummer  at  the  deanry.  I  have  ftaid 
till  the  lad  moment  before  I  fealed  this,  in  ex- 
pectation of  feeing  fomebody  from  your  houfe, 
but  am  difappointed.  I  promife  to  take  care  to 
fee  the  wine  leave  this  place  fafe,  and  to  fend 
the  paper  by  the  carman.  My  fon  and  daughter 
are  your  mod  obedient  fervants.  I  am,  Sir,  with 
the  highed  refpecl,  your  mod  obliged  and  mbft 
obedient  humble  Servant, 

MARTHA  WHITEWAY. 
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LETTER     DCLXXIII. 

DR     SWIFT      AND      DR     SHERIDAN     TO     MRS 
WHITE-WAY. 

DEAR  MADAM,  Cavany  Nov.  28.  1735. 

I  TAKE  advantage  a  day  before  the  poft  to 
write  to  you  :  And  this  is  the  full  day  I 
have  ventured  to  walk  this  fortnight  paft,  except 
yefterday,  when  I  dined  with  my  furgeon  at  the 
barraek.  This  morning  I  vifited  four  ladies  in 
the  town,  of  which  your  friend  Mrs  Donaldfon 
was  one.  My  whole  journey  hath  been  difap- 
pointed  by  this  accident ;  for  I  intended  to  have 
been  a  conftant  rider,  and  as  much  a  walker  as 
this  dirty  town  would  allow.  Here  are  a  thou- 
fand  domeilie  conveniencies  wanting  j  but  one 
pair  of  tongs  in  the  whole  houfe  ;  the  turf  fo 
wet,  that  a  tolerable  fire  is  a  miracle:  The  kitch- 
en is  a  cabin  a  hundred  yards  off  and  a  half;  the 
back  and  fore-door  always  left  open,  which  in  a 
itorm  (our  conftant  companion)  threatens  the 
fall  of  the  whole  edifice:  Madam  as  crofs  as  the 
devil,  and  as  lazy  as  any  of  her  filler  fows,  and 
as  nafly.  Thefe  are  fome  of  our  blind  fides. 
But  we  have  a  good  room  to  eat  in,  and  the 
wife  and  lodgers  have  another,  where  the  Doc- 
tor often  fits  and  feems  to  eat,  but  comes  to  my 
eating  room,  (which  is  his  ftudy),  there  finifhes 
the  meai,  and  hath  (hare  of  a  pint  of  wine. 
Then  we  have  an  honed  neighbour,  Mr  Price, 

who 
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\vV  •'  fits  the  evening,  and  wins  our  money  at 
immon,  though  the  Doctor  fometimeu 
wins  by  his  blundering  As  to  meat,  we  are 
hard  put  to  it.  'Tis  true,  our  beef  and  mutton 
are  very  good;  but  for  the  reft,  we  are  forced 
to  take  up  with  hares,  partridges,  teal,  groufe, 
fnipes,  wood-cocks,  plover,  filver-eels,  and  fuch 
trafh  ;  which,  although  they  be.  plentiful  and 
excellent  in  their  kinds,  you  know  are  unwor- 
thy of  a  refined  Dublin  Dean.  I  expe£,  before 
this  letter  goes,  that  the  carrier  will  be  here  with 
the  wine,  and  that  I  fhall  have  time  to  chide  you 
•for  five  dozen  of  bottles  broke  by  the  ill  packing 
up.  He  fet  out  from  hence  on  Tuefday,  but  I 
fuppofe  cannot  return  till  next  week.  I  had, 
feveral  days  ago,  a  letter  from  Mrs  Sican,  and 
another  from  her  French  fon  *,  an  excellent 
good  one  ;  whcn^you  go  that  way,  tell  her  of 
this,  with  my  fervice,  and  that  I  will  write  to 
her  foon.  Your  letters  have  been  fo  friendly, 
fo  frequent,  and  fo  entertaining,  and  oblige  me 
fo  much,  that  I  am  afraid  in  a  little  time  they 
will  make  me  forget  you  are  a  coufin,.  and  treat 
you  as  a  friend.  If  Apollo  hath  entirely  neglect- 
ed my  head,  can  you  think  he  will  defcend  to 
take  care  of  my  min  ?  Earthly  ladies  forfake  us 
at  forty,  and  the  Mufcs  at  fifty-five.  I  have 
E  e  2  mentioned 

*  The  Doctor  calls  young  Dr  Sican  her  French  fon, 
becaufe  he  was  then  travelling  in  France,  This  youug 
gentleman  was  at  laft  unfortunately  murdered,  as  he  was 
travelling  in  Italy  in  a  poft-chaifs,  by  a  perfoii  who  fired 
his  piftol  at  him  from  another  poft-chaife  apon  fome  dif- 
pute  between  the  drivers  contending  for  the  way. 
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mentioned  that  rafcal to  Dr  Delany,  who 

defended  him  as  well  as  he  could,  but  very  weak- 
ly; if  the  Doctor  will  not  cad  him  off,  he  will 
juftly  expofe  himfelf  to  cenfure. 

I  wifh  you  would  fpeak  to  your  dearly  belo- 
ved monfter  Mr ,  when  he  comes  to  town, 

about  my  Laracor  agent,  to  pay  me  fome  mo- 
ney, and  to  reproach for  his  infamous  ne- 
glect of  my  affairs.  He  is  one  of  your  favour- 
ites, and another;  I  hope  1  am  not  the 

third. 

I  have  juft  fpoken  about  the  thread  to  Mrs 
Sheridan,  who  tells  me,  that  what  you  defire  is 
to  be  had  here  every  market  duy ;  and  that  Mrs 
Donaldfon  underilands  it  very  well.  "  To  car- 
'*  ry  on  the  thread  of  the  difcourfe,  I  difcovered 

"  the  little  dirty  b h,  the  fire-maker,  to  be 

tl  the  opener  of  the  doors,  and  the  leaver  of  them 
"  fo ;  for  which  the  Dean  had  her  lugged  this 
"  evening  by  the  cook-maid  ;  for  which  he  paid 
<{  her  a  threepence  *,  and  gave  the  little  girl  a 
<c  penny  for  being  lugged  :  And  becaufe  the  cook 
«*  did  not  lug  her  well  enough,  he  gave  her  a 
f(  lugging  to  (hew  her  the  way.  Thefe  are  fome 
"  of  our  fublimer  amufements.  I  wifli  you 
"  were  here  to  partake  of  them.  The  only  thing 

"  of  importance  I  can  tell  you  is." (Ay,  what 

is  it  ?  He  (hall  be  hanged  rather  than  take  up 
any  more  of  this  paper.  It  is  true  that  the  Le- 
gion Club  is  finking  the  value  of  gold  and  filver 

to 

*  A  little  piece  current  in  thofe  days,,  but  the  fpecics 
has  been  long  worn  out. 
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to  the  fame  with  England,  and  are  putting  4 1. 
a  hogfhead  more  duty  on  wine  ?  The  curfed  vi- 
pers ufe  all  means  to  encreafe  the  number  of 
abfentees.  Well  I  muft  go  to  the  market  about 
this  thread.  It  is  now  Nov.  2<;th  ;  I  fear  the 
Doctor  will  hedge  in  a  line.  I  have  now  got 
Mr  Morgan's  heathenifh  Chriftian  name,  and 
will  direcl  my  letters  to  him.  I  am  to  finifli  a 
k-tter  to  Mrs  Sican  :  I  defire  you  will  call  on 
her  fomctimes.  My  love  to  your  brats.  I  have 
fettled  with  Mrs  Donaldfon  about  the  thread ; 
but  will  order  a  double  quantity,  that  you  may 
knit  (lockings  for  your  dear  felf.  Let  the  Doc- 
tor conclude.  I  am  ever,  bV.  "  Madam,  I 
«  have  only  room  to  tell  you  that  I  will  fee  you 
"  the  1 2th  or  I3th  of  Dec.)  excufe  a  long  pa- 
"  renthefis :  Your  mod  obedient  and" 


LETTER      DCLXXIV. 

MRS  WHITEWAY  TO    DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  29.  1735. 

1  NEVER  was  more  out  of  temper  in  my  life 
than  I  have  been  thefe  two  days ;  yefterday 
that  I  did  not  hear  from  you,  and  to-day  at  the 
roc;ue  that  brought  your  letter  to  Mr  Kenrick  at 
ten  laft  night,   and  the  difappointment  we  have 
met  with  from  him  that  was   to  carry  the  wine 
to  Cavan.     The  inclofed   letter  gives  fo  full  an 
account,  that  I  need  add  nothing  to  it,  but  his 
E  e  3  bekg 
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being  a  right  county  of  Cavan  man.  I  dcfire 
Dr  Sheridan  will  take  care  for  the  future  not  to 
empjoy  them  about  your  bufmefs  \  I  owe  him 
this  reflexion  for  trufting  fuch  rogues.  Pray, 
Sir,  tell  me  what  I  fhall  do  in  this  bufmefs  ?  fhall 
I  get  Mr  Sheridan  or  Mr  Kenrick  to  look  out 
for  an  honed  carman,  and  agree  as  cheap  as  we 
can  to  carry  it  to  you  ?  for  I  find  there  is  no 
depending  on  the  Doctor's  countrymen.  Had 
you  afiured  me,  as  you  fay  the  furgeon  does, 
that  your  leg  was  better,  my  joy  would  be  equal 
to  the  uneafinefs  I  have  fuSered  on  that  occafion. 
I  fear  I  fhall  never  have  the  pleafure  of  being 
with  you  on  your  birth-day  j  were  my  purfe  as 
heavy  as  my  heart  is,  though  I  cannot  be  with 
you  to-morrow,  I  would  this  night  have  been  at 
Cavan,  and  have  left  it  on  Monday  morning. 

I  fliall  make  a  great  entertainment  to-morrow 
for  my  family,  to  celebrate  the  Drapier's  birth- 
day, and  drink  hi&  health.  My  two  eldeft  cubs 
(match  me  that)  prefent  you  their  moft  humble 
and  obedient  refpe&s,  with  their  hearty  wifhes 
of  long  life,  health  and  happinefs  to  attend  you. 
They  durft  not  take  the  liberty  to  fend  this  with 
their  hands>  but  do  it  with  their  heart.  I  fend 
you  their  own  words  :  but  xvhere  fhall  I  find  any 
that  can  exprefs  what  I  would  fay  on  the  fub- 
je£t  ?  the  moft  fincere  would  be  what  I  defire 
for  myfelf  whilft  I  continue  in  this  world,  which 
is  health  and  quietnefs.  This  I  pray  God  grant 
you  in  the  largeft  portion,  and  life  as  long  as 
you  fhall  defire  it ! 

Mr 
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Mr  Morgan's  heathenifh  name  is  Marcus  An- 
tonius  ;  I  faw  him  and  his  Lady  yefterday,  who 
both  fay  they  fliould  be  glad  to  kifs  your  hand, 
his  eldeft  fon  is  in  the  meafles.  Laft  night 
died  the  Biihop  of  Oflbry  of  an  infiamation  on 
the  lungs  :  He  caught  cold  on  Sunday  at  the 
the  Cattle  chaple.  We  have  provided  one  of  the 
bifhopricks  for  Dr  Marlay 

I  am  told  by  fome  people  that  Lord  Orrery 
intends  to  make  you  and  Dr  SHeridan  a  vifit  j  if 
fo,  I  fear  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  you  will 
think  of  returning  here.  I  expert  a  long  letter 
from  Dr  Sheridan,  in  anfwer  to  all  that  I  have 
faid  to  him  in  this. 

I  think  this  is  fo  well  written  that  it  needs  no 
apology  for  a  bad  pen. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  rnolt  humble  and  moft  obedi- 
ent fervant, 

M.  WHITEWAY, 


LETTER      DCLXXV. 

MRS  \VHITEWAY    TO   DR    SWIFT. 

Dublin,  Dfc.   2.    1735. 

I  WADED  this  morning  through  dirt  and  rain 
to  the  Deanry ;  but  I  place  no  more  to  your 
account  than  from  High-ftreet.     I  found  every 
thing  in  great  order,  your  bed  and  window-cur- 
tains cleaned,  and,  to  my  fatisfadlion,    the  great 
chairs  covered  j  the  dogs  in  high  fpirits,  the  wo- 
man 
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man  in  good  humour,  and  Mr  Kenrick  and  Mrs 
Ridgeway  on  duty.  I  am  quite  afhamed  of  my 
entertainment  on  Sunday.  The  Drapier's  birth- 
day was  celebrated  by  Mr  Laud  \*  ith  a  dinner  of 
wild-duck,  plover,  turkey,  and  pullet;  two 
bowls  of  punch,  and  three  bottles  of  claret.  At 
night  Mr  Kinreck  gave  a  fupper,  with  an  ocean 
of  punch.  Their  houfes  were  illuminated,  and 
the  bells  rung.  Several  other  houfes  followed 
their  example. 

I  am  almoil  reconciled  to  your  forgeon  ;  the 
next  letter,  I  hope,  will  finifh  our  quarrel. 
When  he  has  fet  you  firmly  on  your  legs,  if 
making  gods  were  not  out  of  fafhion,  I  would 
tranflate  him  ;  however  he  fhall  be  my  faint. 

As  you  have  been  remarkable  for  never  being 
fevere  on  the  ladies,  I  am  furprized  you  fhould 
fay  that  we  forfake  the  men  at  forty.  I  deny 
the  fuel,  while  they  fing-our  praifes,  we  continue 
to  hold  them  in  admiration.  For  an  example 
of  this,  I  give  the  author  of  The  Lady's  DreJJing- 
Rootn,  and  Strephon  and  Cloe,  who,  by  writing 
thefe  poems,  gained  the  hearts  of  the  whole  fex. 

I  heartily  pity  you  for  want  of  meat ;  I  wifli  I 
could  fend  you  a  large  fhoulder  of  mutton,  frefh 
killed  :  how  pure  and  fvveet  it  would  eat !  I  have 
juft  left  part  of  one  in  the  parlour  j  the  very 
thoughts  of  it  make  me  hungry  again  :  I  think 

I 
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I  will  go  down,  and  take  the  other  (lice  *.  I  know 
it  is  not  to  any  purpofe  to  reproach  you  with 
avarice,  for  a  poor  pint  of  wine  among  three  of 
you.  Whatever  you  do  at  home,  I  am  afhamed 
to  find  you  (hew  it  at  Cavan  :  I  fuppofe  your  ex- 
.cufe  will  be  at  the  expence  of  the  poor  carman  ; 
but  if  you  had  any  generofity,  you  would  live 
on  the  public,  as  1  do,  till  your  rents  came  in. 
Dr  Sheridan  fays,  you  gave  private  orders,  and 
countermanded  the  wine,  to  fpunge  on  him. 
own  I  think  it  looks  tike  it,  or  you  would  not 
have  let  the  man  come  to  town  without  a  car. 

I  fee  you  are  proof  againft  ftorms  within  and 
without  doors,  or  you  would  not  think  of  (lay- 
ing ir>  the  country  when  the  Doctor. leaves  it. 
There  is  no  occafion  for  you  to  convince  the 
world  that  you  want  but  one  trial  to  out-do  So- 
crates in  every  thing:  Let  not  this  keep  you,  for  I 
promife  to  provide  one  for  38-  41!.  that  (hall 
out-fhine  Solomon's  brawler, 

Molly  and  young  Harrifon  are  grown  fo  faucy 
at  feeing  their  names  fo  often  in  your  letters, 
that  I  cannot  govern  them  :  Pray  be  pleafed  to 
take  them  down  a  little.  All  that  I  can  do  to 
vex  them,  is  not  to  fend  you  their  compliments. 
Mv  fon  intreats  you  will  finifh  your  Latina  An- 

glii 

•  Here  Mrs  Whhexvav  5s  merry  with  the  Doaor,    who 
could    not    endure   mutton   which   bad    not    been    killed 
three  or  four  days  before  :  On  the  contrary,    Mrs 
-   way  liked  her',  fo  tVeih,  that  Dr  Swift  nfed    pl«fantly  t» 
fay  of  her,  That  Ibe  liked   mutton  that   was  kill* 


morrow. 
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glia  treatife ;  which  he  defires  you  will  imme- 
diately fend  him  a  copy  of. 

Dr  Sheridan's  laft  letter  is  fo  long  and  full  of 
particulars,  that  I  cannot  anfwer  it  till  I  lee 
him.  I  am  fo  proud  of  being  .difcarded  from 
being  a  coufin,  that  for  the  future  I  fhall  not 

own   either  Efq; or  Mr for  relations  ; 

nor  ever  dare  to  think  you  a  favourite.  But  I 
hope  you  will  allow  me  to  term  you  my  Oracle, 
and  to  acknowledge  myfelf,  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

MARTHA  WHITEWAV. 


LETTER      DCLXXVI. 

DR  SWIFT  TO   MRS   WHITEWAY. 

DEAR  MADAM,  Caven,  Dec.  6.  1735. 

I"  HAVE  jour's  of  Nov.  the  2pth.  The  Doftor, 
•*•  who  is  always  fanguine,  reckoned  upon  the 
wine  as  fure  as  if  it  had  been  in  his  cellar  under 
the  flairs-,  but  I,  who  am  ever  defponding,  told 
him  I  was  fure  there  would  be  fome  difappoint- 
ment.  I  matter  it  not,  for  -we  have  enough 
ftill  to  hold  us  a  reafonable  term,  at  one  bottle 
a-day  between  us,  at  lead  if  he  would  leave  off 
inviting  young  Mr  Price,  Parfon  Richardfon, 
Mr  Nafh,  Mr  Jacob,  Surgeon  of  the  troop, 
Squire  Fleming  of  Balhayncckhye,  Dr  O'Neii, 
Dr  Fludd,  Parfon  Charlton  of  ivackthonyeul, 
beCde  the  reft  of  our  Cavan  gentry  and  neigh- 
bourhood- 
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bourhood.     I  will   not  have  the   wine  fent  by 
any  carrier  on  purpofe  :    It  would  be  a  confound- 
ed expence  :    But  we  will  wait   until  a  further 
opportunity  by  Marcus  Tully,  the  genuine  ora- 
tor and   carrier  of  our   city.     I  refufed  a   long 
time  to  fliew  the  Dotlor  that  part  of  your  letter 
which   reflects  upon  not  only  his  countrymen, 
but  his  townfmen,  and  fifty  to  one,  but  upon  one 
of  his  own  or  Madam's,  coufins  ;  yet  there  is  no 
danger  of  kindred,   for  our  town   agrees  that 
Tuliy  is  an  honeft  carrier.     1  was  in  hopes  your 
great  entertainment  had  been  for  your  tenant,  with 
his  half  year's  rent.     I  am  forry  it  was  on   ac- 
count of  fome  fcrub  Drapier,  of  whom  I  never 
heard.     Only  I  know  they  are  all  rogues,  and  I 
{hall  not  pay  for  their  extravagance.     I  forgot 
to  tell  you  that  the  barrack-furgeon  prefcribed 
the  very  fame  medicine  that  you  advifed  for  my 
fhin.     My  leg  is  fo  well,  that  I  have  been  twice 
riding,  and  walk  in  the  town,  that  is  to   fay  in 
the  dirt  every  day.     We  have  now  a  fine  froft, 
and  walk  fafe  from  dirt  ;    but  it  is  like  a  life  at 
court,   very  flippery.     I  do  not  like  to   fee   my 
money  laid  out  in  cleaning  curtains,  and  cover- 
ing chairs  -,  but  fince,  as  you  fay,  you  are  plea- 
fed  to  be   at  that   expence,  1  thankfully  fubmit. 
The  Doctor  will  be  with  you  on  Friday  next. 
He  goes  to  fee  the  Grand  Monde,  and  beg  fub- 
fcriptions   to  build  a  fchoolrhoufe.      He  taxes 
you  only  at  ten  guineas.     I  am  to  (lay  with  Ma- 
dam and  his   daughter  until  his  return,   which 
will  be  about  a  month  hence,  when   days  grow 

longer 
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longer  and  warmer.  Pox  take  country  ladies 
dinners.  In  fpite  of  all  I  couH  fay,  I  was  kept 
fo  late  by  their  formality  on  Thurfday  laft,  that 
I  was  forced  to  ride  five  miles  after  night-fall,  on 
the  worft  road  in  Europe,  or  county  of  Cavan. 
The  Dotlor  cannot  have  time  to  write  a  word, 
he  expects  a  rogue  of  an  agent  this  evening, 
who  will  not  come,  with  two  or  three  hundred 
pounds  anears,  by  which  means  I  fliall  be  kept 
here  for  want  of  money,  which  I  was  fool  enough 
to  expect  to  get  from  him  to  bear  my  charges 
back.  My  fliin  coft  me  three  guineas,  and  I 
brought  but  twenty  pounds.  J  defire  the  roorn 
and  bed  I  lie  in  may  be  often  aired.  The  Doc- 
tor will  not  lie  at  the  deanry,  becaufe  it  is  far 
from  his  friends,  and  he  is  afraid  of  robbers.  I 
approve  your  name  of  Cub  ;  but  may  your  male 
cub  never  fit  in  the  club.  I  will  not  pay  the 
three  (hillings  and  four-pence  for  a  wife,  as  you 
propofe,  becaufe  I  can  get  one  here  for  two  thir- 
teens.  Mrs  Donaldfon  is  making  the  thread  with 
her  own  fair  fingers.  I  dare  not  come  to  town 
till  Mifs  Harrifon  gives  me  a  general  difcharge, 
I  defire  to  know  her  utmoft  demands.  My  chief 
amufement  here  is  at  backgammon.  Dr  She- 
ridan is  a  peevilh  bungler,  and  I  fometimes  win 
his  money.  Mr  Price  is  an  expert  civil  game- 
fter,  and  I  always  lofe  to  him.  This  is  the  ftate 
of  my  affairs  The  Doctor  is  come  up,  and 
fays  he  will  not  write  a  word,  becaufe  he  is  bufy 
and  will  fee  you  foon.  Entre  nous  I  will  not 
{lay  when  the  Doctor  is  gone  ;  but  this  is  a  fe- 
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crct :  And  if  my  health  and  the  weather  will 
permit,  I  will  be  in  town  two  or  three  days  af- 
ter him.  So  I  clofe  this  letter,  and  remain  en- 
tlremtnt  a  i>ouft  &c. 

My  humble  fervice  to  the  bearer  *  and  his 
Lady.     God  ever  blefs  you  and  your  firefide. 


LETTER      DCLXXVJI.      ;- 

DR    SWIFT   TO    THE   DUKE   OF   DORSET. 

MY  LORD,  -  December  30.  1735. 

"XT' OUR  Grace  fairly  owes  me  one.  hundred 
J-  and  ten  poiuids  a-year  in  the  church,  which 
I  thus  prove.  I  deilred  you  would  beftow  a  pre- 
ferment of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a-year 
to  a  certain  clergyman.  Your  anfwer  was,  that 
I  aficed  modeilly  ;  that  you  would  not  promife, 
but  you  would  grant  my  requefl.  However,  for 
want  of  good  intelligence  in  being  (after  a  cant 
word  ufed  here)  an  expert  king-filher,  that  cler- 
gyman took  up  with  forty  pounds  a-year  ;  and  I 
ihall  never  trouble  your  Grace  any  more  in  his 
behalf.  Now,  by  plain  arithmetic,  it  follows, 
that  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  remain  :  And 
this  arrear  I  have  afllgned  to  one  Mr  John  Jack- 
fon,  who  is  vicar  of  Santry,  and  hath  a  fmall  e- 
ftate,  with  two  fons,  and  as  many  daughters,  all 
grown  up.  He  hath  lain  Come  years  as  a  weight 
upon  me,  which  I  voluntarily  took  up,  on  ac- 
VOL.  XVII.  F  f  count 

•  Mr  Morgan,  to  whom  this  letter  waa  enveloped. 
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count  of  his  virtue,  piety,  and  good  fenfe  j  and 
modefly  almoft  to  a  fault.  Your  Grace  is  now 
•diipofing  of  the  debris  *  of  two  bifhopricks,  a- 
mong  which  is  the  deanry  of  Ferns,  worth  be- 
tween eighty  and  one  hundred  pounds  a-year, 
which  will  make  this  gentlemen  eafier,  who,  be- 
fidesshis  other  good  qualities,  is  as  loyal  as  you 
could  with. 

I  cannot  but  think,  that  your  Grace,  to  whom 
God  hath  given  every  amiable  quality,  is  bound, 
\vhen  you  have  fatished  all  the  expectations  of 
thofe  who  have  power  in  your  clubf,  to  do 
fomething  at  the  requeit  of  others,  who  love  you 
on  your  own  account,  without  expecting  any 
thing  for  themfelves.  I  have  ventured  once  or 
twice  to  drop  hints  in  favour  of  fome  very  defer- 
ving  gentlemen,  who  I  was  allured  had  been  re- 
commended to  you  by  perfons  of  weight;  but  I 
eafily  found  by  your  general  anfwers,  that  al- 
though I  have  been  an  old  courtier,  you  know 
how  to  filence  me  by  diverting  the  difcourfe, 
which  made  me  reflect  that  courtiers  refemble 
gamefters,  the  latter  finding  no  arts  unknown 
to  the  other ;  and  one  of  them  aflured  me,  that 
he  has  loft  fourteen  thoufand  pounds  fince  he 
left  off  play,  merely  by  doubling  with  thofe  who 
•  had  contrived  new  refinements. 

My  Lord,  I  will,  as  a  divine,  quote  fcripture: 
Although  the  childrens  meat  fhould  not  be  gi- 
ven to  dogs,  yet  the  dogs  eat  the  fcraps  that  fall 

from 

*  Tbf*  fliattered  remains. 

•}  The  parliament  of  Ireland.     / 
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from  the  childrens  table.  This  is  the  fecond  re- 
queft  I  have  ever  made  your  Grace  directly. 
Mr  Jackfon  is  condemned  to  live  on  his  own 
fmall  eftate,  part  whereof  is  in  his  pariih  about 
four  miles  from  hence,  where  he  hath  built  a 
family-houfe,  more  expenfive  than  he  intended. 
He  is  a  clergyman  of  long  ftanding,  and  of  a 
mod  unblemifhecl  charadler  ;  but  the  misfortune 
is,  he  hath  not  one  enemy  to  whom  I  might  ap- 
peal for  the  tru-th  of  what  I  fay. 

Pray,  my  Lord,  be  not  alarmed  at  the  word 
deanry,  nor  imagine  it  a  dignity  like  thofe  we 
have  in  England  •,  for,  except  three  or  four,  the 
red  have  little  power,  rather  none  as  a  Dean  and 
Chapter,  and  feldom  any  land  at  all.  It  is  ufu- 
ally  a  living  confiding  of  one  or  more  parifhes, 
fome  very  poor,  and  others  better  endowed  j  but 
all  in  tythes. 

Mr  Jackfon  cannot  leave  his  prcfent  fituation, 
and  only  defires  fome  very  moderate  addition. 
My  Lord,  I  do  not  deceive  your  Grace,  when' I 
fay,  you.  will  oblige  great  numbers  even  of  thofe 
who  are  mod  at  your  devotion,  by  conferring 
this  favour,  or  any  other,  that  will  anfwer  the 
fame  end.  fyfalta  —  vcniet  nianus  auxilio  qu£ — 
Sft  rnihi)  ( nam  mitlto  plitres  fumus J,  ac  vetuti  te 
Judizi  cogfmus  in  bane  concedere  turbam. 

I  would  have  waited  on  your  Grace,  and  ta- 
ken the  privilege  of  my  ufu.il  thirteen  minutes, 
if  I  had  not  been  prevented  by  my  old  diforder 
in  my  head  ;  for  which  I  have  been  forced  to 
'conhne  myfeif  to  the  precepts  of  my  phyficians. 
T  f  2.  LETTER 


DEAN     SWIFT 
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EARL  OF  ORRERY  TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Jan.  3.  1735-6* 

I  HAVE  thought  it  more  than  a  century  fince  I 
faw  you.  I  crawled  out  to  you  on  Saturday, 
but  was  forced  to  come  from  your  houfe  and  go 
to  bed  -,  fince  which  time  I  have  not  flirred  out 
of  my  chamber.  My  cold  continues  ftill  bad  ; 
and  has  been  hanging  upon  me  now  for  above  a 
fortnight.  Pray  tell  me  when  I  may  hope  to  fee 
you  again  :  et  notas  audire  et  reddere  voces.  I  dine 
at  home  to-morrow  :  Will  you  fhare  a  fowl  with 
me  ?  I  am  fcarce  able  to  hold  up  my  head  ;  but 
the  fight  of  you  will  go  a  great  way  towards  reco- 
vering your  ever  obliged  and  faithful  fervant, 

ORRERY. 


LETTER      DCLXXIX. 

MRS    PENDARVES     TO     DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,  Bath,  Jan.  9.  1735-6. 

I  AM  told  you  have  fome  thoughts  of  coming 
here  in  the  fpring.     I  don't  think  it  proper 
to  tell  you  how  well  pleafed  I  am  with  that  faint 
profpecl:  j   for  fuch  I  niufl  call  it  till  the  report 
is  confirmed  with  your  own  hand.     I  write  in 

all 
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aU  hafle  to  know  if  you  really  have  any  fuch  de-, 
fign  -,  for  if  you  have,  I  (hall  order  my  affairs  ao, 
cordingly,  that  I  may  be  able  to  meet  you  here. 
The  good  old  cuftonv  of  wifliing  a  happy  new- 
-year  to  one's  friends,,  is  now  exploded  amongft 
our  refined  people  of  the  prefent  age  ;  but  I  hope 
you  will  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  without  being 
offended,   that  I  wifli  you  many  years  of  happi- 
nefs.     The  phyficians  have   at  laft  advifed  my 
filler  to  the  Bath-waters.     We  have  been  here 
a   fornight:   They  do   not   difagree   with   her ', 
that  is  all  can  be  faid  of  them  at  prefent.     I 
wrote  to  you  from  Paradife,  and  hope  there  is  a 
letter  of  your's  travelling  towards  me  :   1  think  I 
bave  ufed  you  to  a  bad  cuftom  of  late,   that  of 
writing  two  letters  for  one  of  your's.     I  am  often 
told  I  have  great  aflurance  in  writing  to  you  at 
i;ll,  and  to  be  fure  I  mud  do  it  with   great  fear 
and  trembling.     1  am  not  believed  when  I  affirni 
I  write  to  you  with  as  much  eafe  as  to  any  ccr- 
refpondent'  I  have;   for  I  know  you  as  much  a- 
bove  criticifmg  a  letter  of   mine,  as  I  fhould  be 
below  your  notice,,  if  I  gave  myfelf  any  affixed 
airs :   You  have  encouraged  my  correfpondencc, 
and  I  mould  be  a  brute  if  1  did   not  make  the 
bett  of  fuch  an  opportunity. 

Bath  is  full  of  people  fuch  as  they  are ;  none 
worth  giving  you  any  account  of :  My  folace  is. 
.Mrs  Barber,  whofe  fpirit  and  good  countenance 
cheers  me  whenever  I  hear  or  fee  her  •,  (he  is  at 
prefent  pretty  well.  Company  is  this  moment 
F  f  3  coming 
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coming  up  flairs,  and  I  can  only  add  that  I  am, 
Sir,  your  mod  faithful  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 


L    E    T    T    E    R      DCLXXX. 

LORD   CASTLEDURROW    TO   DR  SWIFT. 

SIR,  Cafiledurroiu,  Jan.  n.  1/36. 

I  RECEIVED  the  honour  of  your  letter  with 
that  pleafure  which  they  have  always  given 
me.  If  I  have  deferred  acknowledging  longer 
than  ufuaJ,  I  fhould  not  be  at  a  lofs  to  make  an 
cxcufe,  if  I  could  be  fo  vain  as  to  imagine  you 
required  any.  Virtue  forbids  us  to  continue  in 
debt,  and  gratitude  obliges  us  at  lead  to  own  fa- 
vours too  large  for  us  to  pay ;  therefore,  1  muft 
write  rather  than  reproach  myfelf,  and  blufh  at 
having  neglected  it  when  I  wait  upon  you ; 
though  you  may  retort,  blufhes  fhould  proceed 
rather  from  the  pen  than  from  filence  ;  which 
pleads  a  modeft  diffidence,  that  often  obtains 
pardon.  I  am  delighted  with  the  fketch  of  your 
Imperium,  and  beg  I  may  be  prefented  to  your 
firft  minifter,  Sir  Pvobert  *.  Your  puddings  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  thefe  forty  years, 
they  are  the  bell  fweet  thing  I  ever  eat.  The 
ceconomy  of  your  table  is  delicious  ;  a  little,  and 
perfectly  good,  is  the  greateft  treat ;  and  that 
elegance  in  forting  company  puts  me  in  mind  of 

Corelli's 
•  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  afterwards  Earl  of  Oxford. 
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Corelli's  orcajiro  *,  in  forming  which,  he  excel- 
led mankind.  In  this  refped:  no  man  ever  jud- 
ged vorfe  than  Lord  Chancellor  Middleton ; 
his  table  the  neatell  ferved  of  any  I  have  feen  in 
Dublin,  which,  to  be  fure,  was  entirely  owing 
to  his  Lady-  You  really  furprife  me  when  you. 
fay  you  know  not  where  to  get  a  dinner  in  the 
whole  town.  Dublin  is  famous  for  vanity  this 
way  ;  and  I  think  the  miftaken  luxury  of  fome 
of  our  grandees,  and  feafting  thofe  who  come  to 
laugh  at  us  from  the  other  fide  of  the  water, 
have  done  us  as  much  prejudice  as  mod  of  our 
follies.  Not  any  Lord  Lieutenant  has  done  us 
more  honour  in  magnificence  than  our  prefent 
Vice-roy  f.  He  is  an  old  intimate  of  my  youth, 
and  has  always  diflinguithed  me  with  aftedtion 
and  friendihip.  I  trult  mine  are  no  lefs  fincerc 
for  him.  I  have  joy  in  hearing  his  virtues  cele- 
brated. I  with  that  he  had  gratified  you  in  your 
requeft.  Thofe  he  has  done  moft  for,  I  dare 
afHrm,  love  him  leaft.  It  is  pity  there  is  any 
allay  in  fo  beneficent  a  temper;  but  if  a  friend 
can  be  viewed  with  an  impartial  eye,  fauhs  he 
has  none  •,  and  if  any  failings,  they  are  grafted  in 
a  pufilanimity,  which  finks  him  into  com- 
plaifance  for  men  who  neither  love  nor  efteem 
him,  and  has  prevented  him  buoying  up  againft 
their  impotent  threats,  in  raifing  his  friends.  He 

is 

*  '  His  Lordfliip  probably  life*  this  \vord  fir  orcheflrf. 
Corclli,  the  famous  mufician  and  compofer,  being  eminent 
for  his  (kill  in  forming  and  difpofing  the  feveral  muficians 
in  a  concert  ' 

t  The  Duke  of  Dorfct. 
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is  a  mod  amiable  man,  has  many  good  qualities, 
and  wants  but  one  more  to  make  him  really  a 
great  man. 

If  you  can  have  any  commands  to  England  for 
fo  infignificant  a  fellow  as  I  am,  pray  prepare 
them  againft  the  beginning  of  next  month.  At 
my  arrival  in  town,  I  fhail  fend  a  meflage  in 
form  for  audience :  But  I  beg  to  fee  you  in  your 
private  capacity,  not  in  your  princely  authority ; 
for,  as  both  your  miniilry  and  fenate  are  full, 
and  that  1  cannot  hope  to  be  employed  in  either, 
I  fear  your  revenue  is  too  fmall  to  grant  me  a 
penfion.  And  as  I  am  not  fit  for  bufmefs,  per- 
haps you  will  not  allow  me  a  fit  object  for  one, 
which  charity  only  prompts  you  to  beftow. 
Thus,  without  any  view  of  your  Highnefs's  fa- 
vour, I  am  independent,  and,  with  fincere  efteem, 
your  moil  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

CASTLEDURROW. 


LETTER      DCLXXXI. 

DR   SHERIDAN    TO   DR   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Cavan,    Jan     17.  1735-6. 

I  RECEIVED   your  letter  of  reproaches   with 
pleafure  ;   and  as  I  know  you  hate  excuies, 
I  fhall  make  none.     Whoever  has  informed  you 
that  I  was  not  in  my  fchool  at   the  right   time 
appointed,  has  not  clone  me  jullice;    for  what- 
ever 
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ever  clfe  I  may  difappoint,  that  {hall  be  inviola- 
bly and  pundually  obferved  by  me. 

As  for  my  Quondam  friends,  as  you  ftyle- 
them  Quon-dam  them  all.  It  is  the  mod  de- 
cent way  I  can  curfe  them  :  for  they  lulled  me 
adeep  till  they  dole  my  fchool  into  the  bands  of 
a  blockhead,  and  have  driven  me  towards  the 
latter  end  of  my  life  to  a  difagreeable  folitude, 
where  I  have  the  mifery  to  refled  upon  my  folly 
in  making  fuch  a  perfidious  choice,  at  a  time 
\vhen  it  was  not  in  my  nature  te  fufpeft  any 
foul  upon  earth.  * 

Now  to  think  a  little  for  myfelf.  The  Duke 
of  Dorfet  does  certainly  owe  me  a  fmall  living 
for  the  expenfive  entertainment  I  gave  him  from 
Terence  *.  I  only  want  a  proper  perfon  to  dun 
him  -,  and  I  know  it  will  be  done  if  my  Lord 
Orrery  will  undertake  it.  Do  not  think  me 
fanguine  in  this  -,  for  more  unlikely  and  lefs  rea- 
fonable  favours  have  been  granted.  God  knows 
whether,  during  my  life,  we  (hall  have  another 
fcholar  fent  us  lor  a  Lord  Lieutenant. 
*  *  *  .  * 

I  wifh   you  as  much  happinefs   as  I  have  pla- 
gue,   which  is  enough  for  any  honed  man. 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  mod  obedient  and  very  hum- 

bIC  ferVam'  THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER 

•  This  *-a«  a    P1av  of  Terence  atfed  by  'the  Doftor'* 
fcholars  for  the  entertainment  of  the  Duke. 
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BETTER       DCLXXXII. 

DR   SWIFT    TO    LADY   B G -. 

MADAM'  January^.    ,736. 

T  OWE  your  Ladyfhip  the  acknowledgment  of 
A    a  letter  I  have  long  received,   relating  to   a 
requeft  I  made  to  my  Lord  Duke.     1  now  dif- 
mifs  you  Madam,    for  ever  from  your  office  of 
being  a  go-between  upon  any  affair'l  might  have 
with  his  Grace.     1  will  never  more  trouble  him, 
either  with  my  vifits  or  application.     His  bufi- 
nefs  in  this  kingdom  is  to  make  himfelf  ealy  • 
his  leiTons  are  all    prefcribed  him  from  court : 
and  he  is  fure,    at  a  very  cheap  rate,  to  have  a 
majority  of  moft  corrupt  {laves  and  idiots  at  his 
devotion.     The  happinefs  of  this  kingdom  is  of 
no  more  confequence  to  him,   than  it  would  be 
to  the  great  Mogul  ;   while  the  very  few  honed 
or  moderate  men  of  the  Whig-party,  lament  the 
3ice  he  makes  of   perfoirs  for  civil  employ- 
menfs,   or  church-preferments. 

I  will  now  repeat,  for  the  laft  time,  that  I  ne- 
ver made  hfcn  a  requeft  out  of  any  views  of  my 
own  ;  but  intirely  after  confuting  his  own  ho- 
nour, and  the  defires  of  all  good  men,  who  were 
as  loyal  as  his  Grace  could  wilh,  and  had  no  o- 
ther  fault  than  that  of  modeilly  {landing  up  for 
preferving  (bme  poor  remainder  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  church  and  {late. 

I  had  long  experience,  while   I  was  in  the 

world, 
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•world,  Nof  the  difficulties  that  great  men  lay  un- 
der, in  the  point  of  promifes  and  Employments ; 
but  a  plain  honeft  Englifh  farmer,  when  he  in- 
vites his  neighbours  to  a  chriftening,  if  a  friend 
happen  to  come  late,  will  take  care  to  lock  up  a 
icrap  for  him  in  the  cup-board. 

Henceforth  I  fhall  only  grieve  in  filence,  when 
_  I  hear  of  employments  difpofed  of  to  the  difcon- 
tent  of  his  Grace's  beft  friends  in  this  kingdom  ; 
and  the  rather,  becaufe  I  do  not  know  a  more  a- 
greeable  perfon  in  converfation,  one  more  eafy, 
or  of  a  better  tafte,  with  a  greater  variety  of 
knowledge,  than  the  Duke  of  Dorfet. 

I  am  extremely  afflicted  to  hear  that  your 
Ladyfhip's  want  of  health  hath  driven  you  to 
Bath,  the  fame  caufe  hath  hindered  me  from 
fooner  acknowledging  your  letter.  But,  I  am 
at  a  time  of  life  to  expect  a  great  deal  worfe  ; 
for  I  have  neither  flefh  nor  fpirits  left :  While 
you,  Madam,  I  hope  and  believe,  will  enjoy 
many  happy  years,  in  employing  thofe  virtues 
which  heaven  bellowed  on  you,  for  the  delight 
of  our  friends,  the  comfort  of  the  diflrefied,  and 
the  univerfal  elleem  of  all  who  are  wife  and  vir- 
tuous. 

.   I  defire  to  prefent  my  mod  humble  fervice  to 
my  Lady  Suffolk,  and  your  happy  brother. 
I  am  with  the  trued  refpecl,  Madam,  your, 


LETTER 
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LETTER      DCLXXXIII. 

FROM   DR  SWIFT. 

Feb.  7.  r 735-6. 

IT  is  fome  time  fince  I  dined  at  the  Bifhop  o£ 
Derry's,  where  Mr  Secretary  Gary  told  me 
with  great  concern,  that  you  were  taken  very 
ill.  I  have  heard  nothing  fince  :  Only  I  have 
continued  in  great  pain  of  mind  :  Yet  for  my 
own  fake  and  the  world's,  more  than  for  your's ; 
t>ecaufe  I  well  know  how  little  you  value  life 
both  as  a  philofpher,  and  a  Chriftian,  particu- 
larly the,  latter,  wherein  hardly  one  in  a  million 
of  us  heretics  can  equal  you.  If  you  are  well 
recovered,  you  ought  to  be  reproached  for  not 
putting  me  especially  out  of  pain,  who  could 
not  bear  the  lofs  of  you  ;  although  we  muft  be 
for  ever  diftant  as  much  as  if  I  were  in  the  grave, 
for  which  my  years  and  continual  indifpofition 
are  preparing  me  every  feafon.  I  have  ftaid  too 
long  from  prefiing  you  to  give  me  fome  eafe  by 
an  account  of  your  health  \  pray  do  not  ufe  me 
fo  ill  any  more.  Hook  upon  you  as  an  eftate 
from  which  I  receive  my  bed  annualrents,  al- 
though I  am  never  to  fee  it.  Mr  Tikel  was  at 
the  fame  meeting  under  the  fame  real  concern  ; 
and  fo  were  a  hundred  others  of  this  town  who 
had  never  feen  you. 

1  read  to  the  Bifliop  of  Derry  the  paragraph 
in  your  letter  which  concerned  him,  and  his 

Lordfhip 
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Lordlhip  exprefled  his  thankfulnefs  in  a  manner 
that  became  him.  He  is  efteemed  here  as  a  per- 
fon  of  learning,  and  converfation,  and  humani- 
ty j  and  he  is  beloved  by  all  people. 

I  have  nobody  now  left  but  you.  Pray,  be  fo 
kind  to  outlive  me  ;  and  then  die  as  foon  as  you 
pleafe,  but  without  pain  ;  and  let  us  meet  in  a 
better  place,  if  my  religion  will  permit,  but  ra- 
ther my  virtue,  although  much  unequal  to  your's. 
Pray,  let  my  Lord  Bathurft  know  how  much  I 
love  him  ;  I  ftill  infill  on  his  remembering  me, 
although  he  is  too  much  in  the  world  to  honour 
an  abfent  friend  with  his  letters.  My  ftate  of 
health  is  not  to  boaft  of;  my  giddinefs  is  more 
or  lefs  too  conflant  -,  I  deep  ill,  and  have  a  poor 
appetite.  I  can  as  eafily  write  a  poem  in  the 
Chinefe  language  as  my  own  :  I  am  as 'fit  for 
matrimony  as  invention  ;  and  yet  I  have  daily 
ichemes  for  innumerable  eflays  in  profe,  and  pro- 
ceed fometimes  to  no  lefs  than  half  a  dozen  lines, 
which  the  next  morning  become  wafle  paper. 
"What  vexes  me  moft  is,  that  my  female  friends, 
who  could  bear  me  very  well  a  dozen  years  ago, 
have  now  forfaken  me  ;  although  I  am  not  fo 
old  in  proportion  to  them,  as  I  formerly  was  ; 
which  I  can  prove  by  arithmetic  ;  for  then  I  was 
double  their  age,  which  now  I  am  not.  Pray, 
put  me  out  of  fear  as  foon  as  you  can,  about 
that  ugly  report  of  your  illnefs  j  and  let  me  know 
who  this  Chefeldon  is,  that  hath  fo  lately  fprung 
up  in  your  favour.  Give  me  alfo  fome  account 

VOL.  XVII.  G  g  of 
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of  your  -neighbour  *  who  writ  to  me  from  Bath. 
I  hear  he  refolves  to  be  flrenuous  for  taking  off 
the  teft  j  which  grieves  me  extremely,  from  all 
the  .unprejudiced  reafons  I  ever  was  able  to  form, 
and  againft  the  maxims  of  all  wife  Chriftian  go- 
vernments f,  which  always  had  fome  eftablifhed 
religion,  leaving  at  bed  a  toleration  to  others. 

Farewel,  my  deareft  friend  !  ever,  and  upon 
every  account  that  can  create  friendfhip  and  e- 
fteem. 


LETTER      DCLXXXIV. 

FROM   DR    SWIFT. 

Feb.  3.  1735-6, 

I  CANNOT  properly  call  you  my  bed  friend, 
becaufe  I  have  not  another  left  who  deferves 
the  name  •,  fuch  a  havock  have  time,  death, 
exile,  and  oblivion  made.  Perhaps  you  would 
have  fewer  complaints  of  my  ill  health  and  low- 
nefs  of  fpirits,  if  they  were  not  fome  excufe  for 
my  delay  of  writing  even  to  you.  It  is  perfect- 
ly right  what  you  fay  of  the  indifference  in  com- 
mon friends,  whether  we  are  fick  or  well,  happy 
or  miferable.  The  very  maid-fervants  in  a  fa- 
mily have  the  fame  notion  :  I  have  heard  them 
often  fay,  Oh  I  am  very  fick,  if  any  body  cared 

for 

*  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

t  The  author  of  the  Diflertatlon  on  Parties  appears 
t»  be  of  the  fame  opinion.     Warb. 
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for  it !  I  am  vexed  when  my  vifitors  come  with 
the  compliment  ufual  here,  Mr  Dean,  I  hope 
you  are  very  well.  My  popularity,  that  you 
mention,  is  wholly  confined  to  the  common  peo- 
ple, who  are  more  conftant  than  thofe  we  mif- 
cal  their  betters.  I  walk  the  ftreets,  and  fo  do 
my  lower  friends  ;  from  whom,  and  from  whom 
alone,  I  have  a  thoufand  hats  and  bleflings  upon 
old  fcores,  which  thofe  we  call  the  gentry  have 
forgot.  But  I  have  not  the  love,  or  hardly  the 
civility,  of  any  one  man  in  power  or  flation  ; 
and  I  can  boaft  that  I  neither  vifit  nor  am  ac- 
quainted with  any  Lord  temporal  or  fpiritual  in 
the  whole  kingdom;  nor  am  able  to  do  the  leaft 
good  office  to  the  moft  deferving  man,  except 
what  I  can  difpofe  of  in  my  own  cathedral  up- 
on a  vacancy.  What  hath  funk  my  fpirits  more 
than  even  years  and  ficknefs,  is  reflecting  on  the 
moft  execrable  corruptions  that  run  through  e- 
very  branch  of  public  management. 

I  heartily  thank  you  for  thofe  lines  tranflated 
SifignJa  de  nobis  anni,  &c.  You  have  put  them 
in  a  (Irong  and  admirable  light ;  but,  however, 
I  am  fo  partial,  as  to  be  more  delighted  with 
thofe  which  are  to  do  me  the  greateft  honour 
I  (hall  ever  receive  from  pofterity,  and  will  out- 
weigh the  malignity  of  ten  thoufand  enemies. 
I  never  faw  them  before ;  by  which  it  is  plain 

that  the  letter  you  fent  me  mifcarried. 1 

do  not  doubt  that  you  have  choice  of  new  ac- 
quaintance, and  fome  of  them  maybe  deferving  : 
For  youth  is  the  fcafon  of  virtue ;   corruptions 
G  g  2  grow 
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grow  with  years,  and  I  believe  tlie  oldefl  rogue 
in  England  is  the  greateft.  You  have  years 
enough  before  you  to  watch  whether  thefe  new 
acquaintance  will  keep  their  virtue,  when  they 
Jeave  you,  arid  go  into  the  world ;  how  long 
will  their  fpirit  of  independency  laft  againft  the 
temptations  of  future  ministers  and  future  kings. 

As  to  the  new  Lord  Lieutenant  *,  I  never 

knew  any  of  the  family;  fo  that  I  (hall  not  be 
able  to  get  any  job  done  by  him  for  any  defer- 
ving  friend. 


LETTER      DCLXXXV. 

LADY   B C TO   DR  SWIFT. 

Feb.  ic.  1735-6, 

T  AM  forry  to  hear  your  complaints  ftill  of  gid- 
J-  dinefs.  I  was  in  hopes  you  would  have 
mended,  like  my  purblind  eyes,  with  old  age. 
According  to  the  cuftom  of  all  old  women,  I 
muft  recommend  to  you  a  medicine,  which  is 
certainly  a  very  innocent  one,  and  they  fay  does 
great  good  to  that  diftemper,  which  is  only 
wearing  oil-cloth  the  breadth  of  your  feet,  and 
next  to  your  fkin.  I  have  often  found  it  do 
me  good  for  the  head-ach. 

I  don't  know  what  offences  the  Duke  of  Dor- 
iet's  club,  as  you  call  them,  commit  in  your 
eyes  ;  but,  to  my  apprehenfion,  the  parliament 

cannot 
•  The  Duke  of  Devonfhire. 
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cannot  but  behave  well,  fince  they  let  him  have 
fuch  a  quiet  fefiion.  And  as  to  all  forts  of  po- 
litics, they  are  now  my  utter  averfion,  and  I  will 
leave  them  to  be  difcufied  by  thofe  who  have  a 
better  flcill  in  them. 

If  my  niece  has  been  humbled  by  being  nine 
years  older,  her  late  inherited  great  fortune  will 
beautify  her  in  the  eyes  of  a  great  many  people  ; 
fo  (he  may  grow  proud  again  upon  that.  The 
Countefs  of  Suffolk  is  your  humble  fervant.  Mr 
Pope  and  flie  appear  to  have  a  true  value  for  one 
another,  fo  I  fuppofe  there  is  no  doubt  of  it ;  I 
will  anfwer  for  my  friend's  fincerity,  and  I  do 
not  queftion  Mr  Pope's  acquaintance  :  But  per- 
haps, if  I  feek  it  too  much,  I  might  meet  with  a 
rebuff,  as  you  fay  her  M.  did.  However,  we  do 
often  dine  together  at  third  places-,  and,  as  to 
rrty  own  houfe,  though  he  would  be  extremely 
welcome,  he  has  too  numerous  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance already  to  fpare  me  a  day,  unlefs  you 
will  come  to  England,  and  then  he  might  be  in- 
duced to  meet  you  here.  Mrs  Biddy  Floyd  has 
pafled  thus  far  of  the  winter  in  better  health 
than  ufual,  though  her  cough  will  not  forfake 
her.  She  is  much  your  humble  fervant,  and  fo 
is  moft  fmcerely  vour  old  friend, 

B G . 


LETTER 
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LETTER      DCLXXXVI. 

DR     SWIFT     TO     MRS     WHITEWAY. 
MY   DEAR   MADAM,  Feb.   1 8.    1735-6. 

~T  PITY  you  and  your  family,  and  I  heartily 
J-  pray  for  both:  I  pity  rayfelf,  and  my  pray- 
ers are  not  wanting;  but  I  pity  not  him*.  I 
count  already  that  you,  and  I,  and  the  world,  mufl 
lofe  him  ;  but  do  not  lofe  yourfelf.  I  was  born 
to  a  million  of  difappointments :  I  had  fet  my 
heari  very  much  upon  that  young  man  ;  but  I 
find  he  has  no  bufmefs  in  fo  corrupt  a  world. 
Therefore  pray  take  courage  from  Chriftianity, 
which  will  affift  you,  when  humanity  fails  :  I 
\viih  I  were  in  his  condition,  with  his  virtues.  I 
am  a  little  mending,  to  my  (hame  be  it  fpoken. 
I  (hall  alfo  lofe  a  fort  .of  a  fon  as  well  as  you  : 
Only  our  cafes  are  different ;  for  you  have  more, 
and  it  is  your  duty  to  preferve  yourfelf  for  them. 
I  am  ever  your  moft  affectionate  and  obedient, 
fcV. 

J.  SWIFT, 

LETTER 


*  Theophilus  Harrifon,   Efq;  a  young  gentleman   of 
three  and  twenty,  who  was  then  upon  his  death-bed. 


CORRESPONDENCE.        355 
LETTER      DCLXXXVII. 

1  HE    BISHOP   OF   K1LMORE  *  TO   DR   SWIFT. 

REV.  SIR,  Feb.  19.  1735-6. 

I  SEND  you  the  whole  piece f,  fuch  as  it  is:  I 
fear  you  will  find  the  addition,  purfuant  to 
your  hint,  heavy  ;  for  I  could  not  get  my  imagi- 
nation warmed  to  the  fame  degree  as  in  the  for- 
mer part.  I  hope  you  will  fupply  what  fiiall  be 
wanting  of  fpirit  •,  and  when  you  have  pruned 
the  rough  feathers,  the  Ands  and  Thats,  fcjV. 
}ou  will  fend  the  Kite  to  the  faulconer,  to  fet  it 
a-flying.  I  am  your  very  faithful  and  obedient 
fervant, 

J.K. 

May  not  I  claim  three  or  four  copies  when 
printed  ? 

LETTER      DCLXXXVIIL 

DR  SHERIDAN  TO  DR  SWIFT. 
DEAR  SIR,  Feb.  20.  1735-6. 

I  AM   extremely  concerned  to  find  your  old 
diforder  has  got   hold  of  you   again,   which 

would 

•  Dr  Jofiah  Hortc,    afterwards  Archbiiliop  of  Tuam. 
t  A  fatire   on  quadrille,    for  which   Mr  Faulkner  the 
p.-iater  was  fent   to  Newgate.     Vide  Johnfton's  euitiott 
of  Swift's  works,  printed  176.5,  letter  N.  65. 
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would  not  have  happened,  if  you  had  taken  my 
advice  to  continue  here,  where  you  are  well.  I 
cannot  help  retorting,  that  I  never  knew  any 
perfon  fo  unadvifeable  as  you  are,  efpecially  when 
it  comes  from  me,  who  am  famous  for  giving 
the  belt  advice,  and  following  the  worft.  Surety 

Mr  cannot  be  fo  unjuft  as  to  let  me  be 

above pounds  a  fuffcrer  for  that  profligate 

brute  he  fhaked  off  upon  me  :  If  he  does  per- 
fevere  in  it,  I  will  let  all  mankind  know,  that 
he  acts  rather  like  a  little  rafcally  Irim  folicitor 
than  a  man  of  honour.  1  have  already  almoft 
finifhed  a  dialogue  between  Lady  Bttty  Tattle 
and  John  Solemn  (if  my  money  be  not  paid,  ne- 
ceflity  mult  make  me  write  for  bread)  upon  a 
fubjed:  they  will  not  much  like  ;  which  I  vow  to 
God  mall  be  publifhed.  As  1  do  not  wear  a 
fword,  I  muit  have  recourfe  to  the  weapon  in 
'my  hand',  It  is  a  better  method  than  a  law-fuit. 
My  fchool  only  fupplies  me  with  prefent  food, 
without  which  I  cannot  live.  I  hope,  if  I  have 
any  friends  left,  it  may  increafer  and  once  more 
put  me  out  of  a  miferable  dependence  upon  the 
caprice  of  friendfhip.  This  year  has  been  to  me 
like  fleering  through  the  Cyclades  in  a  ftorm, 
without  a  rudder  ;  I  hope  to  have  a  lefs  dange- 
rous and  more  open  fea  the  next  ;  and  as  you 
are  out  of  all  danger  to  feel  the  like  fuffering, 
I  pray  God  you  may  never  feel  a  dun  to  the  end 
of  your  life  ;  for  it  is  too  fhocking  to  an  honed 
heart.  It  grieves  me  much  to  hear  poor  Mr 
Harrifon  is  in  fuch  a  dangerous  way.  I  pray 

Gckl 


CORRESPONDENCE.          357 

God  preferve  him,  not  only  for  his  poor  mother's 
fake,  but  the  good  of  mankind  ;  for  I  think  I 
neve'r  knew  Co  valuable  a  young  man.  I  befeech 
you  to  let  me  know,  by  the  next  poft,  how  he  is. 
1  fear  the  worft  of  that  horrid  treacherous  dif- 
temper.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  all  refpeft,  your 
moft  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

I  loft  fixty-fix  pounds  by  a  rogue  who  run  off 
Drumcor  laft  year. 


LETTER      DCLXXXIX. 

DR  SHERIDAN   TO    DR  SWIFT. 

PEAR  SIR,  Feb.  23.  1735-6. 

SINCERELY  condole  with  you  for  the  un- 
__  fpcakabie  lofs  of  Mr  Harrifon,  which  can- 
not be  repaired  in  any  other  of  his  age  in  this 
world.  It  wounds  my  heart  every  moment  I 
recoiled  him.  I  do  verily  believe  no  man  lir 
ving  has  met  with  fuch  fevere  trials  in  lofles  of 
this  kind  as  you  have  j  and  for  this  laft,  I  muft 
own,  that  1  have  great  companion  for  you,  as  he 
was  every  day  growing  more  and  more  into  a 
friend  and  companion  ;  efpecially  at  a  time  of 
life  which  requires  fuch  a  comfort.  God  Al- 
mighty fupport  his  poor  mother  *  ;  for  none 

elfe 


I 


*  Mrs  WhJtcway. 
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elfe  can  give  her  confolation  under  fuch  a  dread- 
ful affliaion. 

Poor  old  Mr  Price  cannot  hold  out  a  fortnight  ^ 
and  his  fon  claims  your  promife  of  getting 
him  fomething  from  the  Concordatum  :  if  it  o- 
vertakes  him  alive,  it  may  be  a  legacy  for  a  wor- 
thy fuffenng  perfon,  who  has  fallen  a  facrifice  to 
his  principles.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  all  refpett, 
your  moft  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER     DCLXC. 

DR  SWIFT   TO   MISS  HARRISON. 
DEAR  MISS  HARRISON,        Feb.    23.   1735-6. 

T  AM  in  all  poffible  concern  for  your  prefent  fi- 
A  tuation  :  I  heartily  wifn  you  could  prevail 
on  your  mother  to  remove  immediately  to  fome 
friend  or  neighbour's  houfe,  that  fhe  may  be  out 
of  the  fight  and  hearing  cf  what  muft  be  done 
to-day.  I  wim  your  eldeft  brother  Whiteway 
would  take  care  to  carry  her  to  fome  part  of  the 
town,  where  (he  might  continue  until  your  houfe 
may  be  put  in  order,  and  every  thing  that  might 
renew  the  memory  of  the  melancholy  objea  b« 
removed.  Let  your  brother  Whiteway  write  to 
me,  that  I  may  know  how  you  all  are,  particu- 
larly your  poor  mother.  I  am  ever,  (5V. 

J.  SWIFT. 
L  E.T  T  E  R 
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DR   SWIFT   TO   MRS   WHITEWAY. 
DEAR   MADAM,  Feb.  25.   1735-6. 

I  N  the  midft  of  your  grief  and  my  own  for  the 
fame  misfortune,  I  cannot  forbear  complain- 
ing of  your  conduct   through  the  whole  courfe 
of  your  affliction,  which  made  you  not  only  ne- 
glect yourfelf,  but  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who 
are  left,  and  by  the  fame  law  of  nature  have  an 
equal  title  to  your  care.     I  writ  on  Monday  to 
Mifs  Harrifon,  that  fhe   would  beg  you,  in  my 
name,  to  remove  ibme  hours  to  a   neighbour, 
that  your  ears  might   not  be    harafled  with  the 
preparations  for  what  was  then  to  be  done.   She 
told  me  you  would  not  yield  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,   (lie  much  feared  fhe   muft  lofe  you  too. 
Some  degree  of  wifdom  is  required  in  the  great- 
eft  calamity,  becaufe  God  requires  it ;  becaufe  he 
knows  what  is  beft  for  us ;  becaufe  he  never  in- 
tended any  thing  like   perfect  happinefs  in  the 
prefent  life,  and  becaufe  it  is  our  duty  as  well 
as  intereft  to  fubmit.     I  will  make  you  another 
propofal,   and  fhall  take  it  very  unkindly  if  you 
do  not  comply.     It  is,  that  you  would  come  hi- 
ther this  day  immediately,  where  you  will  have 
a  convenient  apartment,    and  leave  the    fcene 
that  will  be  always  putting  you  in  mind  of  your 
lofs.    Your  daughter  can  manage  the  houfe,  and 
fometim.es  Hep  to  fee  you.     All  care  (ball  be  ta- 
ken 
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ken  of  you,  and  Dr  Robinfon  will  viiit  you  with 
more  eafe,  if  you  have  occafion  for  him.  Mrs 
Ridgeway  ihall  attend  you,  and  I  will  be  your 
companion.  Let  Mils  Harrifon  return  me  an 
anfwer,  and  things  fhall  be  ready  for  you.  I 
am  ever,  with  true  eileem  and  atFeclion,  dear 
Madam,  your  molt  obedient  fervant  and  coufin, 

J.  SWIFT. 


LETTER      DCXCII. 

DR   SWIFT   TO    MR   PULTENEY. 

SIR,  March  7.   1736. 

I  MUST  begin,  by  a/Turing  you,  that  I  did  ne- 
ver intend  to  engage  you  in  a  fettled  corre- 
fpondence  with  fo  ufelefs  a  man  as  I  here  am  ; 
and  (till  more  fo,  by  the  daily  increafe  of  ill 
health  and  old  age  ;  and  yet  I  confefs,  that  the 
high  efteem  I  preferve  for  your  public  and  pri- 
vate virtues  urgeth  me  on  to  retain  fome  little 
place  in  your  memory,  for  that  time  I  may  ex- 
peel:  to  live. 

That  I  no  fooner  acknowledged  the  honour  of 
your  letters  is  owing  to  your  civility,  which  might 
have  compelled  you  to  write,  while  you  were  en- 
gaged in  defending  the  liberties  of  your  country 
with  more  than  old  Roman  fpirit,  which  hath 
reached  this  obfcure  enflaved  kingdom,  fo  far  as 
to  have  been,  the  conftant  fubject  cf  difcourfe 

and 
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and  of  praife  among  the  whole  few  of  what  un- 
proilituted  people  here  remain  among  us. 

I  did  not  receive  the  letter  you  mentioned  from 
Bath  ;  and  yet  I  have  imagined,  for  fome  months 
paft,  that  the  meddlers  in  the  poft-offices  here, 
and  in  London,  have  gro^n  weary  of  their  curi- 
ofity,  by  finding  the  little  fatisfaction  it  gave 
them.  I  agree  heartily  in  your  opinion  of  phy- 
ficinns  ;  I  have  efteemed  many  of  them  as  learn- 
ed ingenious  men  ;  but  I  never  received  the  leaft 
benefit  from  their  advice  and  prefcriptions.  And 
poor  Ur  Arbuthnott  was  the  only  man  of  the 
faculty  who  feemed  to  underiland  my  cafe  ;  yet 
could  not  remedy  it.  But  to  conquer  five  phy- 
ficians,  all  eminent  in  their  way,  was  a  virtue 
that  Alexander  and  Crefar  could  never  pretend 
to.  I  defire  that  my  prefcription  of  living  may 
be  publilhed  (which  you  defign  to  follow)  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind  ;  which,  however,  I  do 
not  value  a  rufii,  nor  the  animal  itfelf  as  it  now 
ads  ;  and  neither  will  I  ever  value  myfelf  as  a 
Philanthropes,  becnufe  it  is  now  a  creature  (ta- 
king a  vaft  majority)  that  I  hate  more  than  a 
toad,  a  viper,  a  wafp,  a  ftork,  a  fox,  or  any  other 
that  you  will  pleafe  to  add. 

Since  the  date  of  your  letter,  we  underftand 
there  is  another  Duke  to  govern  here.  Mr  Stop- 
ford  was  with  me  laft  night  :  He  is  as  well  pro- 
vided for,  and  to  his  own  fatisfa£lion,  as  any- 
private  clergyman.  He  engaged  me  to  prefent 
his  beft  refpe&s  and  acknowledgments  to  you. 
Your  modefty,  in  refufing  to  take  a  motto,  goes 

VOL.  XVII.          H  h  too 
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too  far.  The  fentence  is  not  a  boaft,  becaufe  it 
is  every  man's  duty  in  morality  and  religion  *. 

Indeed  we  differ  here  from  what  you  have 
teen  told  of  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's  having  given 
great  fatisfa£tion  the  laft  time  he  was  with  us. 
I  wrote  to  a  lady  in  London,  his  Grace's  near  re- 
lation, an  intimate f,  that  fhe  would  no  more 
.continue  the  office  of  a  go-between  (as  me  call- 
ed herfelf)  betwixt  the  Duke  and  me,  becaufe  I 
never  defigned  to  attend  him  again ;  and  yet  I 
allow  him  to  be  as  agreeable  a  perfon  in  conver- 
fation  as  I  have  aim  oft  any  where  met.  I  fent 
my  letter  to  that  lady  under  a  cover  addrefled  to 
the  Duke ;  and  in  it  I  made  many  complaints 
againft  fome  proceedings,  which  I  fuppofe  he 
hath  feen.  I  never  made  him  one  requefl  for 
myfelf ;  and  if  I  fpoke  for  another,  he  was  al- 
ways upon  his  guard  ;  which  was  but  twice,  and 
for  trifles. 

The  father  of  our  friend  in  France  J  may  out- 
live the  fon ;  for  I  would  venture  a  wager,  that 
if  you  pick  out  twenty  of  the  oldeft  men  in  Eng- 
land, nineteen  of  them  have  been  the  moil  worth- 
lefs  fellows  in  the  kingdom.  You  tell  me  with 
great  kindnefs  as  well  as  gravity,  that  I  ought, 

this 

*  "  Amicis  prodeflTe,  nemini  nocere."  See  Mr  Pulte- 
ncy's  letter,  dated  Dec.  21.  1736. 

f  See  liis  laft  letter  to  Lady  B G ,  dated  Jan. 

29.  1736 

t  '  The  friend  in  France  appears  to  be  Lord  Vifcount 
Bolin^broke,  wbofe  father,  Sir  Henry  St  John,  Bart  had 
been  created  baron  St  John  of  Batterfea,  and  Yifcount 
St  John,  a J  July  1716.' 


CORRESPONDENCE.         363 

this  fpring,  to  make  atrip  to  England;  and  your 
motive  is  admirable,  that  fhifting  the  fcene  was 
of  great  fervice  to  you,  a.nd  therefore  it  may  be 
fo  to  me.  I  anfvver  as  an  Academic,  Nego  confe- 
qut-ntlam.  And  befides,  comparifons  are  odious. 
You  are  what  the  French  call  pleln  du  vie.  As 
you  are  much  younger,  fo  I  am  a  dozen  years 
older  than  my  age  makes  me,  by  infirmities  of 
mind  and  body  ;  to  which  I  add  the  perpetual 
deteflation  of  all  public  perfons  and  affairs  in 
both  kingdoms.  I  fpread  the  flory  of  Mrs  Mapp 
while  it  was  new  to  us:  There  was  fomething 
humorous  in  it  throughout,  that  pleafed  every 
body  here.  Will  you  engage  your  friend  Carte- 
ret  to  oppofe  any  ftep  towards  arbitrary  power  ? 
He  hath  promifed  me,  under  a  penalty,  that  he 
will  continue  firm  -,  and  yet  forne  reports  go.  here 
of  him,  that  have  a  little  difconcerted  me.  Learn- 
ing and  good  fenfe  he  hath,  to  a  great  degree,  if 
the  love  of  riches  and  power  do  not  overbalance. 
Pray  God  long  continue  the  gifts  he  hath  be- 
ftowed  you,  to  be  the  chief  fupport  of  liberty  to 
your  country,  and  let  all  the  people  fay,  Amen.  I 
am,  with  the  trueft  refpeft  and  high  efteem,  Sir, 
your,  C^V. 


H  h  2  LETTER 
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THE   HONOURABLE  THOMAS  CARTER  TO  DR 
SWIFT. 

SIR,  Henrietta-jlreet,  March  1 1 .  1735-6. 

I  WOULD  have  waited  on  you,  when  I  fent  my 
fervant  with  a  meflage,  but  was  informed 
you  did  not  fee  company. 

I  have  no  doubt  the  printer  will  have  occafion 
for  a  great  many  cargoes  from  our  friend  Mr 
Jarvis. 

I  am  very  glad  I  had  an  opportunity  of  doing 
any  thing  agreeable  to  you.  I  have  long  wilhed 
for  fome  inftance  of  alluring  you  that  I  am, 
with  great  refpe6t,  your  moft  obedient  and 
mofl  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  CARTER. 


L    E   T    T    E  a      DCXCIV. 

THE  EARL   OF  O TO   DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Corkey  March  15.  1736-7. 

T  RECEIVED  your  commands,  by  Faulkner,  to 
-I-  write  to  you.  But  what  can  I  fay  ?  The 
fcene  of  Corke  is  ever  the  fame  •,  dull,  infipid, 
and  void  of  all  amufement.  His  facred  Majefty 
was  not  under  greater  difficulty  to  find  out  di- 
verfions  at  Helvoetlluys,  than  I  am  here.  The 

butchers 
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butchers  are  as  greafy,  the  Quakers  as  formal,  and 
the  Prefbyterians  as  holy,  and  full  of  the  Lord  as 
ufual :  All  things  are  in  Jlatu  yo ;  even  the 
hogs  and  pigs  gruntle  in  the  fame  cadence  as  of 
yore.  Unfurnifhed  with  variety,  and  drooping 
under  the  natural  dulnefs  of  the  place,  materials 
for  a  letter  are  as  hard  to  be  found,  as  money* 
fenfe,  honefty,  or  truth.  But  I  will  write  on  •„" 
Ogilby,  Blackmore,  and  my  Lord  Grimftone  *, 
have  done  the  fame  before  me. 

I  have  not  yet  been  upon  the  'Change  j  but  am 
told,  that  you  are  the  idol  of  the  the  Court  of 
Aldermen.'  They  have  fent  you  your  freedom. 
The  mod  learned  of  them  having  read  a  mod 
dreadful  account,  in  Littleton's  didionary,  of 
Pandora's  gold  box,  it  was  unanimoufiy  agreed, 
not  to  venture  fo  valuable  a  prefent  in  fo  danger- 
ous a  metal.  Had  thefe  fage  counfellors  con- 
fidered  that  Pandora  was  a  woman,  (which,  per- 
haps, Mr  Littleton  forgets  to  mention),  they 
would  have  feen  that  the  enfuing  evils  arofe  from 
the  fex,  and  not  from  the  ore.  But  I  fliall  fpeak 
with  more  certainty  of  thefe  affairs,  when  I  have 
taken  my  feat  among  the  grey-beards. 

My  letters  from  England'fpeak  of  great  com- 
buftions  there.  Abfalom  continues  a  rebel  to 
royal  David :  The  Achitophcls  of  the  age  are 
numerous  and  high-fpirited.  The  influence  of 
the  comet  feems  to  have  ftrange  effea$  already. 
In  the  mean  time,  here  live  we,  drones  of  Corke, 
H  h  3  wrapped 

•  The   author  of  a  play  called   <  Love   in  a  Hollow- 
Tree/' 
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wrapped  up  in  our  own  filth,  procul  a  Jove  et 
procul  afulmine.  Heaven  and  all  good  ftars  pro- 
tea  you  \  For,  let  the  thunder  burft  where  it 
will,  fo  that  you  are  fafe  and  unfinged  ;  who 
cares  whether  Perfia  fubmits  its  government  to 
the  renowned  Kouli  Khan,  or  that  beardlefs  and 
unexperienced  youth,  the  Sophi.  At  leafl,  the 
Vicar  of  Bray  and  I  (hall  certainly  be  contented. 


LETTER      DCXCV. 

THE  EARL  OF  O TO    DR   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,          Corke,  March  the  i8/£,  1736. 

THIS  is  occafioned  by  a  letter  I  have  *  re- 
ceived from  Mr  Pope,  of  which  I  fend 
you  a  copy  in  my  own  hand,  not  caring  to  truft 
the  original  to  the  accidents  of  the  poll.  I  Hke- 
wife  fend  you  part  of  a  fifth  volume  of  Curll's 
Thefts,  in  which  you  will  find  two  letters  to 
you,  (one  from  Mr  Pope,  the  other  from  Lord 
Bolingbroke),  juft  publifhed,  with  an  impudent 
preface  by  Curll.  You  fee  Curll,  like  his  friend 
the  devil,  glides  through  all  key-holes,  and  thrufts 
himfelf  into  the  moft  private  cabinets. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  find  that  Mr  Pope  is 
ftill  uneafy  about  his  letters ;  but,  I  hope,  a  let- 
ter I  fent  him  from  Dublin,  which  he  has  not 
yet  received,  has  removed  all  anxiety  of  that 
kind.  In  the  laft  difcourfe  I  had  with  you  on 

this 
*  See  the  next  letten 
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this  topic,  you  remember  you  told  me,  he  mould 
liave^his  letters  ;  and  I  loft  no  time  in  letting  him 
know  your  refolution. 

I  have  laid  fo  much  on  this  fubjeft,  in  the  late 
happy  hours  you  allowed  me  to  pafs  with  you  at 
the  deanry,  that  there  is  little  occafion  for  adding 
more  upon  it  at  prefent  j  ei'peciaily  as  you  will 
find,  in  Mr  Pope's  letter  to  me,  a  flrength  of 
argument  that  feems  irrefiftible.  As  I  have 
thoughts  of  going  to  England  in  June,  you  may 
depend  upon  a  fafe  carriage  of  any  papers  you 
think  fit  to  fend  him.  I  mould  think  myfelf 
particularly  fortunate,  to  deliver  to  him  thofe 
letters  he  feems  fo  juftly  delirous  of.  I  intreat 
you,  give  me  that  pleafure  :  It  will  be  a  happy 
refle&ion  to  me  in  the  htelt  hours  of  my  life ; 
which,  whether  Jong  or  (hort,  mail  be  conftant- 
ly  fpent  in  endeavouring  to  do  what  may  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  virtuous  and  the  wife.  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  very  faithful  and  obliged  humble 
fervant, 


LETTER      DCXCVI. 

MR  POPE   TO   THE  EARL   OF  O . 

MY   LORD, 

AFTER  having  condoled  feveral  times  with 
you  on  your  own  illnefg,  and  that  of  our 
friends,    I  now  claim  fome  (hare  myfelf;  for  I 
have  been  down  with  a  fever,  which  yet  confines 
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me  to  my  chamber.  Tuft  before  I  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  Dean  full  of  my  heart ;  and  among  other 
things,  prefled  him  (which  I  muft  acquaint  your 
Lordihip  1  had  done  twice  before,  for  near  a 
twelvemonth  pad)  to  fecure  me  againfl  that  raf~ 
cal  printer,  by  returning  me  my  letters,  which 
(if  he  had  valued  fo  much)  I  promifed  to  fend 
him  copies  of,  merely  that  the  originals  might 
not  fall  into  fuch  ill  hands,  and  thereby  a  hun- 
dred particulars  to  be  at  his  mercy  ;  which  would 
expofe  me  to  the  mifconftru&ion  of  many,  the 
malice  of  fome,  and  the  cenfure,  perhaps,  of 
the  whole  world.  A  frefh  incident  made  me 
prefs  this  again,  which  I  inclofe  to  you,  that  you 
may  fhew  him.  The  man's  declaration,  «  That 
<  he  had  thefe  two  letters  of  the  Dean's  from 
'  your  fide  the  water,'  with  feveral  others  yet 
lying  by,  (which  I  cannot  doubt  the  truth  of, 
becaufe  I  never  had  a  copy  of  either),  is  furely 
a  juft  caufe  for  my  requeft.  Yet  the  Dean  an- 
fwering  every  other  point  of  my  letter,  with  the 
utmoft  exprefiionsof  kindnefs,  is  filent  upon  this; 
and  the  third  time  filent ;  I  begin  to  fear  he  has 
already  lent  them  out  of  his  hands :  And  m 
•whatever  hands,  while  they  are  Irifh  hands,  al- 
low me,  my  Lord,  to  fay,  they  are  in  dangerous 
hands.  Weak  admirers  are  as  bad  as  malicious 
enemies,  and  operate  in  thefe  cafes  alike,  to  an 
author's  difparagement  or  uneafmefs.  I  think 
this  I  made  the  Dean  fo  juft  a  requeft,  that  I 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  publifli  an  edition  of  let- 
ters to  my  great  forrow  ;  that  \  wifhed  to  make 

ufc 
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ufe  of  fome  of  thefe:  Nor  did  I  think  any  part 
of  my  correfpondencies  would  do  me  a  greatev 
honour,  and  be  really  a  greater  pleafure  to  me, 
than  what  might  preferre  the  memory  how  well 
we  loved  one  another.  I  find  the  Dean  was  not 
quite  of  the  fame  opinion,  or  he  would  not,  I 
think,  have"  denied  this.  I  wifh  fome  of  thofe 
fort  of  people  always  about  a  great  man  in  wit, 
as  well  as  a  great  man  in  power,  have  not  an 
eye  to  fome  little  interefl  in  getting  the  whole 
of  thefe  into  their  poffeflion  :  I  will  venture,  how- 
ever, to  fay,  they  would  not  add  more  credit  to 
the  Dean's  memory,  by  their  management  of 
them,  than  /by  mine:  And  if,  as  I  have  a  great 
deal  of  affection  for  him,  I  have  with  it  fome 
judgment,  at  leaft,  I  prefume  my  conduct  here* 
in  might  be  better  confided  in. 

Indeed,  this  filence  is  fo  remarkable,  it  furpri- 
fes  me  :  I  hope  in  God  it  is  not  to  be  attributed 
to  what  he  complains  of,  a  want  of  memory.  I 
would  rather  fuffer  from  any  other  caufe,  than 
what  would  be  fo  unhappy  to  him.  My  Cncefe 
Jove  for  this  valuable,  indeed.incomparable  man, 
will  accompany  him  through  life,  and  purfue  his 
memory,  were  I  to  live  a  hundred  lives,  as  many 
as  his  works  will  live  :  Which  are  abfolutely  o- 
riginal,  unequalled,  unexampled.  His  humani- 
ty, his  charity,  his  condefcenfion,  his  candour, 
are  equal  to  his  wit;  and  require  as  good  and 
true  a  talle  to  be  equally  valued  When  all  this 
muft  die,  (this  laft  I  mean),  I  would  gladly  have 
been  the  recorder  of  fo  great  a  part  of  it,  as 

fhines 
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in  his  letters  to  me,  and  of  which  my  own 
are  but  as  fo  many  acknowledgments.  But,  per- 
haps, before  this  reaches  your  hands,  my  cares 
roaybeover;  and  Curil,  and  every  body  eife 
nay  fay  and  lie  of  me  as  they  will  :  The  Dean, 
old  as  he  is,  may  have  the  talk  to  defend  me. 


BETTER     DCXCVII. 

LORD   C  --   TO   DR   SWIFT. 


SIR 


ArHngton-Jtreet,  March  24.  1736. 
T  THIS  day  attended  the  caufe  you  recommend- 
A  ed  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  January  : 
The  decree  was  affirmed  moft  unanimously,  the' 
appeal  adjudged  frivolous,  and  ico  1.  cofts  given 
to  the  refpondent.  Lord  Bathurft  attended  like- 
wife.  The  other  lords  you  mention,  I  am  very 
little  acquainted  with  ;  fo  I  cannot  deliver  your 
meffages,  though  I  pity  them  in  being  out  of 
your  favour.  Since  you  mention  Greek,  I  muft  tell 
you,  that  my  fon,  not  fixteen,  underftands  it  bet- 
ter than  I  did  at  twenty,  and  I  tell  him  ftudy  Greek, 

K«,    .v,T«v    oi*r.r,/i    Tcnrtiro    iv8^),8(ff»   evTi    «X«»    trftvptntt 

He  knows  how  to  conftrue  this,  and 
I  have  the  fatisfa£lion  to  believe  he  will  fall 
in  to  the  femiment  ;  and  then,  if  he  makes  no 
figure,  he  will  yet  be  a  happy  man. 
^  Your  late  Lord  Lieutenant  *  told  me,  fome 
time  ago,  he  thought  he  was  not  in  your  favour. 

I 
'*  The  Duke  of  Dorfet. 
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I  told  him  I  was  of  that  opinion,  and  {hewed 
him  the  article  of  your  letter,  relating  to  him- 
felf  :  I  believe  I  did  wrong.  Not  that  you  care 
a  farthing  for  princes  or  minifters  ;  but  becaufe 
it  was  vanity  in  me,  to  produce  your  acknow- 
ledgments to  me  for  providing  for  people  of  learn- 
ing, fome  of  which  I  had  the  honour  to  promote, 
at  your  defire,  for  which  I  flill  think  myfelf  obli- 
ged to  you.  And  I  have  not  heard  that  fince,. 
they  have  difturbed  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  of 
been  Jacobites,  in  difgrace  to  you  and  me.' 

I  defire  you  will  make  my  fincere  refpecls  ac- 
ceptable to  Dr  Delany.  He  fent  me  potted 
woodcocks  in  perfection,  which  Lady  Granville, 
my  wife,  and  children,  have  ate,  though  I  have 
not  yet  anfwered  his  letter.  My  Lady  Gran- 
ville, reading  your  poftfcript,  bids  me  tell  you, 
that  fhe  will  fend  you  a  preient  ;  and  if  (lie  knew 
what  you  liked,  (lie  would  do  it  forthwith.  Let 
me  know,  and  it  fhall  be  done,  that  the  firft  of 
the  family  may  no  longer  be  poftponed  by  you 
to  the  third  place.  My  wife  and  Lady  Worfley 
defire  their  refpedls  fhould  be  mentioned  to  you 
rhetorically  ;  but  as  I  am  a  plain  peer,  I  (hall 
fay  nothing,  but  that  I  am,  for  ever,  Sir,  your 
moil  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 


When  people  afk  me,  how  I  governed  Ireland  ? 
I  fay,  that  I  pleafed  Dr  Swift. 

mentis  fume  fttpcrbiam. 

LETTER 
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LETTER      DCXCV1II. 

March  25.  1736-. 

IF  ever  I  write  more  epiflles  in  verfe,  one  of 
them  (hall  be  addrefled  to  you.  I  have  long 
concerted  it,  and  begun  it ;  but  I  would  make 
what  bears  your  name  as  finifhed  as  my  laft  work 
ought  to  be,  that  is  to  fay,  more  finifhed  than 
any  of  the  reft.  The  fubje&  is  large,  and  will 
divide  into  four  epiflles,  which  naturally  follow 
the  Eflay  on  Man,  viz.  I.  Of  the  extent  and 
limits  of  human  reafon  and  fcience.  2.  A  view 
of  the  ufeful,  and  therefore  attainable ;  and  of  the 
unufefnl,  and  therefore  unattainable  arts.  3 .  Of 
the  nature,  ends,  application,  and  ufe  of  diffe- 
rent capacities.  4.  Of  the  ufe  of  learning,  of 
the  fcience  of  the  world,  and  of  ivit.  It  will 
conclude  with  a  fatire  againft  the  mifapplication 
of  all  thefe,  exemplified  by  pictures,  charafters, 
and  examples. 

But  alas  !  the  tafk  is  great,  and  non  fum  qualis 
tram  !  My  understanding  indeed,  fuch  as  it  is, 
is  extended  rather  than  diminifhed.  I  fee  things 
more  in  the  whole,  more  confident,  and  more 
clearly  deduced  from,  and  related  to  each  other. 
But  what  I  gain  on  the  fide  of  philofophy,  I  lofe 
on  the  fide  of  poetry  :  The  flowers  are  gone 
when  the  fruits  begin  to  ripen,  and  the  fruits 
perhaps  will  never  ripen  pefe£Uy.  The  climate 
(under  our  heaven  of  a  court)  is  but  cold  and 
uncertain :  The-  winds -rife,  and  the  winter  comes 

on. 
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on.  I  find  myfelf  but  little  difpofed  to  build  a 
new  houfc  ;  I  have  nothing  left  but  to  gather  up 
the  relics  of  a  wreck,  and  look  about  me  to  fee 
how  few  friends  I  have  left.  Pray,  whofe  e- 
fteem  or  admiration  fhould  I  defire  now  to  pro- 
cure by  my  writings  ?  Whofe  friendship  or  con- 
verfation  to  obtain  by  them  ?  I  am  a  man  of  de- 
fperate  fortunes,  that  is,  a  man  whofe  friends 
are  dead,  for  I  never  aimed  at  any  other  fortune 
than  in  friends.  As  foon  as  I  had  fent  my  laft 
letter,  I  received  a  mod  kind  one  from  you,  ex- 
prelling  great  pain  for  my  late  illnefs  at  Mr 
Chefelden's.  I  conclude  you  was  eafed  of  that 
friendly  apprehenfion  in  a  few  days  after  you 
had  difpatched  your's,  for  mine  mult  have  reach- 
ed you  then.  I  wondered  a  little  at  your  qurere, 
who  Chefelden  was  ?  It  (hews  that  the  trued 
merit  does  not  travel  fo  far  any  way  as  on  the 
wings  of  poetry  ;  he  is  the  mod  noted,  and  mod 
deferving  man,  in  the  whole  profeifion  of  chi- 
rurgery  ;  and  has  faved  the  lives  of  thoufands, 

by  his  manner  of  cutting  for  the  (tone 1  am 

now  well,  or  what  I  muft  call  fo. 

I  have  lately  feen  fome  writings  of  Lord  B's, 
fince  he  went  to  France.  Nothing  can  deprefs 
his  genius  :  Whatever  befals  him,  he  will  ftill 
be  the  greateft  man  in  the  world,  either  in  his 
own  time,  or  with  pofterity. 

Every  man,  you  know  or  care  for  here,  in- 
quires of  you,  and  pays  you  the  only  devoir  he 
can,  that  of  drinking  your  health.  I  wifli  you 
had  any  motive  to  fee  this  kingdom.  I  could 

VOL.  XVII.  I  i  keep 
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keep  you  ;  for  I  am  rich,  that  is,  I  have  more 
than  I  want.  I  can  afford  room  for  yourfelf 
and  two  iervants.  I  have  indeed  room  enough, 
nothing  but  myfelf  at  home  -,  the  kind  and  hearty 
fcoufe-wife  is  dead  !  The  agreeable  and  inftruc- 
tive  neighbour  is  gone !  Yet  my  houfe  is  en- 
larged, and  the  gardens  extend  and  flourifh,  as 
knowing  nothing  of  the  guefts  they  have  loft. 
I  have  more  fruit-trees  and  kitchen-garden  than 
you  have  any  thought  of ;  nay,  I  have  good  me- 
lons, and  pine-apples'of  my  own  growth.  I  am 
as  much  a  better  gardener,  as  I  am  a  worfe  poet, 
than  when  you  faw  me  :  But  gardening  is  near 
a-kin  to  philofophy  ;  for  Tully  fays,  Agricultitra 
proxima  fupientix.  For  God's  fake,  why  fhould 
not  you  (that  are  a  ftep  higher  than  a  philofo- 
pher,  a  divine,  yet  have  too  much  grace  and 
\vit  than  to  be  a  bifhop)  e'en  give  all  you  have 
to  the-  poor  of  Ireland,  (for  whom  you  have  al- 
ready done  every  thing  elfe),  fo  quit  the  place, 
and  live  and  die  with  me  ?  And  let  Tales  an'mxe 
Concordes  be  our  motto  and  our  epitaph. 


LETTER      DCXCIX. 

DR  SHERIDAN   TO  DR  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  March  27.    1736. 

I  II  AD  a  pleafure  and  grief  at  once  in  your 
letter,    to  find  you  had  not  forgotten  me, 
puc  to  find  you  uneafy  at  a  thing  which   God 

onlv 
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only  can  mend.  The  dream,  which  I  had  before 
the  receipt  of  your's,  was  fo  odd  and  out  of  the 
way,  that  if  Artemidorus  were  living,  he  would 
confefs  it  to  be  out  of  all  methods  of  interpreta- 
tion ;  yet  I  cannot  avoid  imparting  it  to  you, 
tcoaufc  if  you  be  not  much  changed,  no  man 
ever  could  lift  a  matter  to  the  truth  beyoud  you. 
Thus  it  was  ; 

Imprlmlsy  I  fell  afleep,  (or  I  could  not  dream), 
and  what  was  the  iirit  thing  I  faw,  but  honeft 
Cato  in  a  cock-boat  by  himfelf,  engaging  not 
-only  a  large  fleet  of  foreigners,  but  now  and 
then  obliged  to  tack  about  againft  fome  dirty 
fhatte red  floats,  filled  with  his  own  countrymen. 
All  were  his  enemies,  except  a  very  few,  who 
were  prefled  and  carried  on  againft  their  will  by 
the  arbitrary  power  cf  the  rowers.  I  would 
give  a  (hilling,  as  low  as  money  is  reduced,  to 
know  the  meaning  of  it.  * 


LETTER      DCC. 

DR     SHERIDAN     TO   MRS   ALBA  VIA. 
DEAR    MADAM, 

I  THANK  my  dear  friend  the  Dean  and  you 
for  your  kind  warning  againft  a  cold,  which, 
I  thank  God,  is  not  among^us,   as  I  told  you  in 
my   laft.     Whilty,    of  which  I  take  half  a  pint 
in   the  twenty-four  hours,    with    an  agreeable 
mixture  of  garlick,   bitter  orange,    gentian-root, 
I  i  2  fnakeroor, 
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fnakeroot,  wormwood,  fcrY.  hath  preferred  m« 
from  the  afthma  for  three  weeks  pail  to  any  vi- 
olent degree.  I  am  happy  when  my  gafpings 
are  no  quicker  than  thofe  of  a  very  quick  walker. 
So  much  for  myfdf. 

Now  for  your  jewel  of  a  fon.  I  never  met 
with  any  boy  of  his  age  of  fuch  thorough  good 
fenfe,  and  fo  great  a  third  for  improving  him- 
ielf.  I  thank  God,  he  is  as  you  and  I  could 
wifli.  The  Dean  will  have  pleafure-to  examine 
him.  Adieu. 


LETTER      DCCI. 

DR  SHERIDAN    TO   DR   SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  April    3.    1737. 

T  WOULD  have  written  lafl  port,  hut  I  had 
J-  fuch  a  violent  head-ach,  that  I  could  no 
more  think  than  a  cabbage.  And  now  all  the 
bufinefs  I  have  is  to  make  you  a  paper  vifit,  on- 
ly to  afk  you,  how  you  do  ?  You  may  think  me 
impertinent  for  the  queftion  ;  but  when  I  tell 
you  that  I  have  not  above  three  friends,  you  will 
rot  wonder  that  I  fhould  be  afraid  of  lofing  one 
of  them  ;  and  therefore  I  mult  give  you  fome 
rules  of  regimen. 

j.  Walk  little  and  moderately. 

2.  Ride  flow  and  often. 

3.  Keep  your  temper  even  with  my  friend  Mrs 
Whiteway. 

4.  Do 
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4.  Do  not  ftrain,your  voice. 

5.  Fret  not  at  your  fervants  blunders. 

6.  Take  a  chearful  glafs. 

7.  Study  as  little  as  poflible. 

8.  Find  out  a  merry  fellow,  and  be  much  with 
him. 

Get  thefe  precepts  by  heart,  and  obfervethem 
ftrictly,  and  my  life  for  your's  we  fhall  fee  better 
times  in  the  next  century. 

I  am  now  fowing  fome  peafe  and  beans,  and 
writing  a  fatire  upon  Mr  Fairbrother,  whom  I 
ft\ l<:  Fowlbrother  the  parifn-boy.  It, beings  thus: 

Thou  lowed  fcoundrel  of  the  fcoundrel  kind. 
Extract  of  all  the  dregs  of  all  mankind. 

And  fhall  end  thus  : 

I'll  make  thy  dunghill  reputation  f k, 

Write  the  to  death  with  thy  own  pens  and  ink. 

If  you  can  think  of  any  hints,  of  a  fofter  kind, 
I  beg  you  may  fend  them  by  the  next  pod  ;  for  I 
am  in  hade  to  whip  the  rafcal  through  Dublin. 
Prefent  my  very  humble  fervice  to  Mrs  White- 
way.  May  angels  protect  and  keep  you  for  the 
fake  of  your  friends,,  is  the  fincere  wifh  of  your 
moil  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant. 

While  footman  like  he  waits  in  every  hall, 
His  ill-match'd  wife  is  well  reeeiv'd  by  all, 
Graceful  and  comely  fhe,  he  fca'rce  a  man, 
A  Jirs  contraft  of  fcald-crow  with  a  fwan. 
I  i3  LETT  Ell 
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FROM   DR   SWIFT. 

Dublin,  Apr: I  22.  1736. 

MY  common  illnefs  is  of  that  kind  which  ut- 
terly disqualifies  me  for  all  converfation ; 
I  mean  my  deafnefs  :  And  indeed  it  is  that  only 
which  difcouragcth  me  from  all  thoughts  of 
coming  to  England  ;  becaufe  I  am  never  fare 
that  it  may  not  return  in  a  week.  If  it  were  a 
good  honefl  gout,  I  could  catch  an  interval  to 
take  a  -voyage,  and  in  a  warm  lodging  get  an 
eafy-chair,  and  be  able  to  hear  and  roar  among 
iny  friends.  "  As  to  what  you  fay  of  your  let- 
*'  ters,  fince  you  have  many  years  of  life  more 
"  than  I,  my  refolution  is  to  dire£t  my  executors 
"  to  fend  you  all  your  letters,  well  fealed  -and 
"  packeted,  along  with  fome  legacies  mentioned 
'«  in  my  will,  and  leave  them  entirely  to  your 
"  difpoial.  Thofe  things  are  all  tied  up,  in- 
41  dorfed,  and  locked  in  a  cabinet;  and  I  have 
<«  not  one  fervant  who  can  properly  be  faid  to 
*f  write  or  read.  No  mortal  {hall  copy  them, 
*«  but  you  fhall  furely  have  them  when  I  am  no 
*c  more."  I  have  a  little  repined  at  my  being 
hitherto  flipped  by  you  in  your  epiftles,  not  from 
any  other,  ambition  than  the  title  of  a  friend  j 
and  in  that  fenfe  I  expect  you  fhall  perform  your 
promife,  if  your  health,  and  leifure,  and  inclina- 
tion will  permit.  I  deny  your  lofmg  on  the  fide 

of 
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of  poetry  ;  I  could  reafon  againft  you  a  little  from 
experience  :  You  are,  and  will  be,  fome  years  to 
come,  at  the  age  when  invention  ftill  keeps  its 
ground,  and  judgment  is  at  full  maturity;  but 
your  fubjects  are  much  more  difficult  when  con- 
fined to  verfe.  I  am  amazed  to  fee  you  exhausted 
the  whole  fcitnce  of  morality  in  fo  mafterly  a 
manner.  Sir  W.  Temple  faid,  that  the  lofs  of 
friends  was  a  tax  upon  long  life.  It  need  not 
be  very  long,  fince  you  have  had  fo  great  a  ihare, 
but  I  have  not  above  one  left :  And  in  this  coun- 
try I  have  only  a  few  general  companions  of 
pood  nature  and  middling  underftandiags.  How 
fhould  I  know  Chefelden  ?  On  your  fide  men  of 
fame  flart  up  and  die,  before  we  here  (at  leait  I) 
know  any  thing  of  the  matter.  I  am  a  little 
comforted  with  what  you  fay  of  Lord  IVs  genius 
ftill  keeping  up,  and  preparing  to  appear  by 
effects  worthy  of  the  author,  and  ufeful  to  the 
world. — Common  reports  have  made  me  very 
uneafy  about  your  neighbour  MrP.  It  is  affirmed, 
that  he  hath  been  very  near  death.  I  love  him 
for  being  a  patriot  in  mod  corrupted  times,  and 
highly  efteem  his  excellent  undeftanding.  No- 
thing but  the  perverfe  nature  of  my  diforders,  as 
I  have  above  defcribed  them,  and  which  are  ab- 
folute  difqualifications  for  converfe,  could  hinder 
me  from  waiting  on  you  at  Twickenham,  and 
nurfing  you  to  Paris.  In  (hort,  my  ailments  amount 
to  a  prohibition;  although  I  am,  as  you  defcribe 
yourfelf,  what  I  muft  call  well,  yet  I  have  not  fpirits 
left  to  ride  out,  which  (excepting  walking)  was 

my 
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my  only  tliverfion.  And  I  muft  expect  to  de- 
cline every  month,  like  one  who  lives  upon  his 
principal  fum,  which  muft  leiTen  every  day,  and 
indeed  I  am  likewife  literally  almofl  in  the  fame 
cale,  while  every  body  owes  me,  and  nobody 
pays  me.  In  Head  of  a  young  race  of  patriots  on 
your  fide,  which  gives  me  1'ome  glimpfe  of  joy, 
here  we  have  the  dirett  contrary,  a  race  of  young 
dunces  and  Atheifts,  or  old  \illains  and  monfters, 
whereof  four  fifths  are  more  wicked  and  ftupid 
than  Chartres  Your  wants  are  fo  few,  that 
vou  need  not  be  rich  to  fupply  them  ;  and  my 
wants  are  fo  many,  that  a  king's  fevcn  millions 
of  guineas  would  not  fupport  me. 


LETTER       DCCIII. 

MRS   PENDARVE3    TO    DR    SWIFT. 

SIR,          Break-fired,  London^  April  22.  1736. 

I  AM  forry  you  make  ufe  of  fo  many  good  argu- 
ments for  not  coming  to  Bath.  I  was  in 
hopes  you  might  be  prevailed  with.  And  though 
one  of  my  ftron^eft  reafons  for  wifhing  you  there 
was  the  defire  I  had  of  feeing  you,  I  affure  you 
the  confideration  of  your  health  took  place  of  it. 
I  left  Bath  laft  Sunday  fe'en-night,  very  full  and 
gay.  I  think  Bath  a  more  comfortable  place  to 
live  in  than  London  ;  all  the  entertainments  of 
the  place  lie  in  a  fmall  compafs,  and  you  are  at 
your  liberty  to  partake  of  them  or  let  them  alone, 

juft 
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iuft  as  it  fuits  your  humour.  This  town  is 
grown  to  fuch  an  enormous  fize,  that  above  half 
the  day  muft  be  fpent  in  the  ftreets,  going  from 
one  place  to  another.  I  like  it  every  year  lefs 
and  lefs. 

When  I  went  out  of  town  laft  autumn,  the 
reigning  madnefs  was  Farinelli  *  ;  I  find  it  now- 
turned  on  Pafquin,  a  dramatic  fatire  on  the 

times  f-  ^  has  had  almoft  as  long  a  xun  as  tli* 
Beggar's  Opera  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  not  with  e- 
qual  merit,  though  it  has  humour.  Monflrous 
preparations  are  making  for  the  Royal  wedding  J. 
Pearl,  gold,  and  fiiver,  embroidered  on  gold  and 
filver  tiflues.  1  am  too  poor  and  too  dull  to  make 
one  among  the  fine  multitude.  The  news-papers 
fay,  my  Lord  Carteret's  youngeft  daughter  is  to 
have  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ||.  I  hear  nothing  of  it 
from  the  family;  but  think  it  not  unlikely.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  grand-mother  are 

upon  bad  terms.    The  Duke  of  B. ,  who  has 

been  ill  treated  by  her,  has  offered  the  Duke  of 

M to  fupply  him  with  ten  thoufand  pounds  a- 

>ear, 

•  A.  celebrated  Italian  finger. 

I  This  was  written  by  the  late  Henry  Fielding,  and  vas 
a  rehearfil  of  a  comedy  and  a  tragedy  ;  the  comedy  was 
called  The  Eleai-m  ;  and  the  tragedy,  The  Life  and 
Death  of  £neen  Common-fenfc.  This,  and  feme  o 
dramatic  i'Ttires  by  the  fame  author,  levelled  againit  the 
ailiniiiiftraiion  of 'the  late  Lord  Oxford,  produced  an  acfc 
of  parliament  for  licenfnig  the  ftage,  and  limiting  the 
Dumber  of  play-houfes,  which  was  pafled  in  1737- 

t  Of  Frederic,  Prince  of  Wales. 

|  His  Grace  married  Mifs  Gov.-er,  daughter  of  the  Lord 
Gower  by  his  firft  wile,  oil  the  firft  of  April  1737- 
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year,  if  he  will  go  to  law  and  torment  the  old  Dow- 
ager. The  Duke  of  Chandois's  marriage  has  made 
a  great  noife  ;  and  the  poor  Dutchefs  is  often  re- 
proached with  her  being  bred  up  in  Burr-ftreet, 
Wapping  *. 

Mrs  Donnellan,  I  am  afraid,  is  fo  well  treated 
in  Ireland,  that  I  mud  defpair  of  feeing  her  here. 
She  is  fo  good  to  me  in  her  letters,  as  always  to 
"mention  you. 

I  hope  I  (hall  hear  from  you  foon  :  You  owe 
me  that  pleafure  for  the  concern  I  was  under 
when  I  heard  you  were  ill.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
faithful  and  obliged  humble  fervant, 

M.  P£NDARVES. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  all  friends  that  re- 
member me,  but  particularly  to  Dr  Delany. 


LETTER      DCCIV. 

DR    SWIFT     TO     DR  SHERIDAN. 

f  April  24.  1736. 

I  have  been  very  ill  for  thefe  two  months  pad 
with  giddinefs  and  deafnefs,    which   lafted 
me  till  about  ten  days  ago,  when  I  gradually  re- 
covered ;  but  ftill  am  weak   and  indolent,   not 

thinking 

•  She  was  Lady  Daval,  iviJow  of  Sir  Thomas  Daval, 
and  had  a  fortune  of  40,000!. 

f  The  para^raihs  in  Italic  in  this  and  the  following 
letter,  were  written  by  Mrs  Wtuteway,  a  couiin  germau 
of  Dr  Swift's. 
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thinking  any  thing  worth  my  thoughts  ;  and  al- 
though (I  forget  what  I  am  going  to  lay,  fo  it 
ferves  for  nothing)  I  am  well  enough  to  ride,  vet 
I  will  not  be  at  the  pains.  Your  friend  Mrs 
"Whiteway,  who  is  upon  all  occafions  fo  zealous 
to  vindicate,  is  one  whom  I  defire  you  to  chide  : 
For,  during  my  whole  ficknefs,  (lie  was  perpetual- 
ly plaguing  and  fpunging  on  me  ;  and  though  fhe 
would  drink  no  wine  herfelf,  yet  {he  increafed 
the  expence,  by  making  me  force  it  down  her 
throat.  Some  of  your  eight  rules  I  follow,  fome 
I  rejed,  fome  I  cannot  compafs,  I  mean  merry 
fellows.  MrJ.  R never  fails.  I  did  with- 
in two  days  pad  ring  him  fuch  a  peal  in  re- 
lation to  you,  that  he  muft  be  the  d-1  not  to 
confider  it.  I  will  ufe  him  the  fame  way,  if  he 
comes  to-morrow  (which  I  do  not  doubt)  for  a 
pint  of  wine.  I  like  your  projeQ  of  a  fatire  on 
Fairbrother*,  who  is  an  arrant  rafcal  in  every 
circumftance. 

Every  fillablc  that  is  worth  reading  in  this  letter, 
you  are  to  fuppofe  I  wr;f  it ;  the  Dean  only  took  the 
hints  from  me  :  but  he  has  put  them  fo  ill  together, 
that  lam  forced  to  tell  you  this  in  my  ownjufltjica- 
j  tion.  Had  you  been  worth  hanging,  you  would  have 
come  to  town  this  vacation,  and  I  ivould  have  fie-ton 
you  a  poem  en  the  legion-dub.  I  do  not  doubt  but 
that  a  certain  per/on  will  pretend  he  writ  it,  becaufe 
there  is  a  copy  of  it  in  his  hand,  lying  on  his  table  : 
but  do  not  mind  that,  for  there  are  fome  people  in  the 
lyrtd  will  fay  any  thing.  I  wfi  you  wou/j  givf 

fome 
•  Sec  the  next  letter. 


384         DEAN     SWIFT's 

feme  account  of  poor  Dr  Sheridan.  I  hear  the  rea- 
fon  he  did  not  cttne  to  town  this  Enjlcr,  is,  that  he 
••waited  to  fee  a  neighbour  of  his  hanged. 

Whatever  is  faid  in  this  page  by  Goody  White- 
way,  I  have  not  read,  nor  will  read  ;  but  aflure 
you,  if  it  relates  to  me,  it  is  all  a  lie  :  For  (he 
fays  you  have  taught  her  that  art  ;  and  as  the 
world  goes,  and  (he  takes  you  for  a  wife  man, 
fhe  ought  to  follow  your  practice.  To  be  feri- 
ous,  I  am  forry  you  faid  fo  little  of  your  own  af- 
fairs, and  of  your  health  ;  and  when  will  you 
pay  me  any  money  ?  for,  upon  my  confcience, 
you  have  half  ftarved  me. 

The  plover  eggs  nicer e  admirable ',  and  the  worjled 
for  the  Dean's  fiockingf  foflne,  that  not  one  knitter 
here  can  knit  them. 

We  neither  of  us  know  what  the  other  hath 
writ  •,  fo  one  anfwer  will  ferve,  if  you  write  to 
us  both,  provided  you  jurtly  give  us  both  our 
fliare,  and  each  of  us  will  read  our  own  part. 
Pray  tell  us  how  you  breathe,  and  whether  that 
d  iforder  be  better 

If  the  Dean  ftoiild  give  you  any  hint  about  money, 
you  netd  not  mind  him  ;  for,  to  my  knowledge,  he 
borrowed  twenty  pounds  a  month  ago,  to  keep  himfelf 
alive. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      DCCV. 

DR    SHERIDAN     TO    DR     SWIFT     AND    MRS 
W  HI  TEW  AY. 

DEAR   SIR, 

1SEND  you  an  encomium  upon  Fowlbrother 
inclofed,  which  I  hope  you  will  correct  j  and 
jf  the  world  (hould  charge  me  with  flattery,  you 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  explain  the  obligations  I 
lie  under  to  that  great  and  good  bookfeller. 

MADAM, 

How  the  plague  can  you  expect  that  I  fhould 
anfwer  two  perfons  at  once,  except  you  fliould 
think  I  had  two  heads  ;  but  this  is  not  the  only 
giddinefs  you  have  been  guilty  of.  However,  I 
(hall  not  let  the  Dean  know  it. 

SIR, 

I  wonder  you  would  truft  Mrs  Whiteway  to 
write  any  thing  in  your  letter.  You  have  been 
always  too  generous  in  your  confidence.  Never 
was  any  gentleman  fo  betrayed  and  abufed.  She 
faid  more  of  you  than  I  dare  commit  to  this  pa- 
per. 

MADAM, 

I  have  let  the  Dean  know  all  the  kind  things 
you  faid  of  him  to  me,  and  that  he  has  not  fuch 
a  true  friend  in  the  world.     I  hope  you  will 
make  him  believe  the  fame  of  me. 
SIR, 

I  wim  you  would  banifh  her  your  houfe,  and 
take  my  wife  in  her  ftead,  who  loves  you  dearly, 

VOL,  VII.  Kk  and 
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and  would  take'  all  proper  care,  if  any  ficknefs 
fhould  feize  you.  She  would  as  infallibly  take 
as  much  care  of  you  as  ever  fhe  did  of  me  :  And 
you  know  her  to  be  a  good-natured,  chearful  a- 
greeable  companion,  and  a  very  handy  woman  ; 
•whereas  Mrs  Whiteway  is  a  rnorofe,  difagreeable 
prater,  and  the  mod  aukward  devil  about  a  fick 
perfon,  and  very  ill-natured  to  the  bargain. 

MADAM, 

I  believe  it  will  not  require  any  proteftations 
to  convince  you  that  you  have  not  a  more  fmr 
cere  friend  upon  the  earth  than  I  am.  The 
Dean  confefles  that  he  had  fome  little  diflikings 
to  you,  (I  fancy  he  hears  fome  whifpers  againft 
you),  but  I  believe  his  (hare  of  this  letter  will 
fet  all  things  right.  I  know  he  has  too  much 
honour  to  read  your  part  of  it,  and  therefore  I 
may  venture  to  fpeak  my  mind  freely  concern- 
ing him.  Pray,  between  ourfelves,  is  he  not 
grown  very  pofitive  of  late  ?  He  ufed  formerly 
to  liften  to  his  friends  advice,  but  now  we  may 
as  well  talk  to  a  fea-ftorm.  I  could  fay  more, 
only  I  fear  this  letter  may  mifcarry. 

SIR, 

I  beg  that  impertinent  woman,  who  has  unac- 
countably got  your  ear,  may  not  interrupt  you 
while  you  read  the  encomium,  and  while  you 
give  it  a  touch  of  your  brufh ;  for  I  fear  the  co- 
lours are  riot  ftrong  enough.  Cannot  you  draw 
another  pict-ure  of  him  ?  I  wifh  you  would ;  for 
he  is  a  fubjeft  fit  for  the  fined  hand.  What  a 
glorious  thing  it  would  be  to  make  him  hang 

himfelf! 

As 
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As  to  bufinefs,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  about 
money,  yet  a  while  ;  but  by  the  next  poft  you 
{hall  have  two  fcholars  notes,  which  will  amount 
to  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds ;  and  if  Mr 

can  force  himfeif  to  do  me  jullice,   it  will 

put  about  twenty-five  pounds  in  your  pocket. 
But  then  you  muft  remark,  that  you  will  put 

twenty  of  it  out  again,  and  fend  it  to  Mrs . 

I  have  nobody  after  that  to  gather  for  but  you  ; 
and  if  money  comes  in  as  1  expect,  you  may 
borrow  from,  Sir,  your's.  My  tenants  are  as 
poor  as  Job,  and  as  wicked  as  his  wife,  or  the 
dogs  would  have  given  me  fome  money  before 
thjs.  Mr  Jones  fwears  he  will  not  pay  you  the 
bond  which  I  gave  you,  except  you  come  down 
to  receive  it  •,  for  he  thinks  it  but  reafonable 
that  you  fhould  honour  Belturbet  as  well  as  Cavan. 
Mr  Coote  would  give  three  of  his  eyes  to  fee 
you  at  Coote-hill.  All  the  country  long  for  you. 
My  green  geefe,  &c.  are  grown  too  fat.  I  have 
twenty  lambs,  upon  honour,  as  plump  as  puffins, 
and  as  delicate  as  ortolans.  I  eat  one  of  them 
yefterday.  A  bull,  a  bull !  hoh  !  I  cry  mercy. 
As  I  return  from  the  county  of  Gal  way  next  va- 
cation, I  intend  to  make  Dublin  my  way,  in  or- 
der to  conduct,  you  hither.  Our  country  is  now 
in  high  beauty,  and  every  inch  of  it  walkable. 
I  wifh  you  all  happinefs  till  I  fee  you ;  and  re- 
main, with  all  refpeft,  your  moft  obedient  and 
very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

END  OF  VOL.  XVII. 
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